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PREFACE 


THE  expofingof  other  Mens  Letters  to  the  Worlcf^ 
may  he  efieem'dfo  great  a  violation  of  the  fecrecy 
that  is  due  to  them  ^that  I  ftiould  think  my  f elf  oh- 
ligd  to  givefome  Reafons  for  the  prejent  perfor^ 
mance^bad  not  a  great  Fart  ofthofe  that  follow  ^he  en  already 
made  Puhlick  :  All  that  is  now  attempted^  heirg  to  render 
this  CoUedtion  more  compleat^  and  I  hope^  more  acceptable^ 
than  any  that  has  yet  appear  d  under  the  iJame  of  this 
Learned  Lord. 

But  hy  excufing  my  f elf  in  a  particular  cafe^  I  would  not'^ 
he  thought  to  condemn  others  for  ading  a  part  which  the  mofi 
Polite  Ages  and  Nations  have  approv  d,or  at  leaft  indulged. 
For  altho  Familiar  Letters  of  Private  Friends  may  he  com- 
monly of  too  tender  a  Compofition^  to  thrive  out  of  the  Bo- 
(bm  in  which  they  werejirfl  Planted ;  yet  thofe  which  are 
written  hy  Men  of  Eminent  Wit,  Learning,  or  Place  have 
heen^flnd  may  he^under  fome  Circumftances^communicated  to 
the  refi  of  Mankind, 

the  Epiftles  of  the  Antients,  with  fome  of  the  Moderns, 
are  read  with  great  delight  and  profit^  and  will  prohahly  ■ 
lafi  as  long  as  Books  themfelves ;  whilft  many  Volumes  of 
Familiar  and  Feign  d  Letters  (the  encreafe  whereof  was 
fo  juflly  cenfurd  by  Bocaline)  have  been  compelld  to  live 
and  die  in  Ohfcurity, 
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Of  all  other s/dating  to  Humane  Affairs ^  thofe  which  are 
written  hy  Minifters  <?/ State,  and  deduced  in  a  Series  of 
Time,  are  of  the  mo  ft  ejieem^  hecaufe  they  afford  Excellent 
loflrudions  for  Cii;// Prudence,  and  the  lefl  Matsn^As 
for  Hillory.  And  for  this  I  need  cite  no  other  Authority 
than  my  Lord  Bacon  himfelf  in  the  Second  Book  of  the 
Advancement  0/ Learning,  Chap.izth. 

In  divulging  Memoires  of  tli^  nature^  the'Ew^\^\hm}e 
been  formerly  looked  upon  as  a  referv'd  Nation^  whatever 
opinion  may  he  now  had  of  them.  And  if  thefe  which  are 
laid  before  the  Reader  j  be  not  adorned  with  that  varie^ 
tj  ofEvents^whichmay  be  faufid in  fome  other s^he  willpleafe 
to  remember  what  Places  the  Writer  held,  and  in  what 
Peaceable  Times  he  lived.  His  Lordfliip  obferving^  that 
Times  are  like  Ways ,  fome  are  more  Up-hill  and 
Dovvn-hill,  (bme  are  more  Flat  and  Plain  ,•  the  one  is 
better  for  the  Liver,  the  other  for  the  Writer, 

It  remains  that  I  give  fome  account  of  the  enfuing  Papers, 
that  fine  e  I  cannot  add  to  the  Author'^  Honour  J  may  not  for' 
get  to  do  him  and  the  Reader  Jufiice.Thofe  which  were  pub' 
lijhd  in  //;e  Refufcitatio,  ^  Dr.  Rawley,  C/(?  whom  the 
World  IS  indebted  for  hjs  Lord/hips  Pofthumous  Works) 
way  be  depended  upon :  Such  as  are  taken  from  the  Cabala, 
Sir  Tobie  Mathew's  dlle^ion,  and  other  Books,  wherein 
they  are  difpers  d  without  any  coherence  <?/ Matter  or  Time, 
altho  they  may  haveErrors.yet  I  hope  -not  of  that  number  or 
nature^as  to  diminifh  much  from  the  value  of  the  whole^orto 
reflect  upon  my  care^Jince  it  was  as  far  removed  from  my  Pow- 
er to  rejiore  all  the  Paffages  I  judged  faulty,  as  from  my  De- 
fire  to  tranfmit  any  thing  imperfed,  or  unworthy  the  Chara^ 
tier  oj  fo  celebrated  an  Author,  For  which  reafon,  among  0^ 
thers,  I  have  purpofely  omitted  fome  Letters,  which  bear 
his  n^.me. 

The 
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7)5>^  Originals  which  I  have  inferted^  and  which  I  have 
noted  at  the  beginning  of  each  Letter,  w^r^  preferved  hy  the 
care  of  a  very  worthy  Gentltman^amongft  others  of  the  like 
nature;  and  the  defire  I  had  to  preferve  the  leaft  Remains 
of  this  Nolle  Lord  from  the  Fate  incident  to  loofe  Pa' 
per  5^  engaged  me  fir(t  to  tranfcrihe^  then  to  reduce  them  in* 
to  Order,  and  now  to  prefent  them  to  the  World.  They  com» 
mencefome  Months  before  he  was  made  Lord  Keeper,0^^-'^^^ 
/^r.RawIey'j  CoUe^ion  breaks  ojf)  and  are  continued  almofi 
to  the  time  when  the  Great  Seal  was  taken  from  him  ;fo  that 
could  I  have  recover  d  fome  Letters,  which  I  fear  are  non? 
lofi.  They  had  filled  a  f pace  of  Time,  in  which  his  Lord fhip 
was  at  the  High efl, and  of  which  there  are  but  two  or  three 
already  Tublifhed. 

All  the  Original  Letters  are  written  by  his  own  Hand, 
except  one  which  isfubfcribed  hy  it ;  fome  of  them  are  com- 
pofed  with  care,  hut  many  of  them  in  fo  hajly  a'  manner^ 
and  difficult  CharaBer,  that  if  they  are  fit  to  be  feen  by 
the  Eye  of  the  World,  it  is  becaufe  his  moft  Cafual  Pieces 
have  been  prefer  d  to  fome  others  Labours.  To  any  one  that 
is  the  leajl  acquainted  with  his  Lordfhifs  Style,  /  doubt 
not  hut  they  will  appear, what  they  really  are.  Genuine.  Biri: 
hecaufe  I  have  ajjerted  fome  things  which  may  depend  upon 
my  own  Sincerity,  in  the  Relations  I  have  given  from  other 
Manufcripts  ,*  /  have  made  my  felf  publick  in  a  way  I  ne" 
ver  defigned:  Hoping  that  thofe  that  know  me,  know  rne 
to  be  above  the  thoughts  of  impofing  upon  the  World ^  and 
requefling  all  others  to  afcrihe  the  Errors  I  am  guilty  of,  to 
any  other  defefl  than  that  of  my  Will. 

The  Letters  which  I  have  feen  of  the  fame  Hand,  writ- 
ten in  the  time  <?/(2«^f«  Elizabeth,  are  all  contained  in  the 
Refufcitatio,  ivhich  was  a  good  Reajon  in  it  felf  for  me  to 
begin  thefe  with  the  Reign  of  her  SuccefTor  ,-  which  I  have 
difpofeJ  in  order  of  Time,  as  near  as  I  could  place  them^ 
unlefiin  one  or  two  CafesJ  pu^pofely  inverted  it,to  preferve 

the 
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the  Story  nmre  entire.  My  Defire  to  give  all  things  relating 
to  them^  as  well  as  the  Author^  the  befl  Light  /■c£>«/<5^,  bath 
carried  wte  on  to  enlarge  the  Introdudtion  heyond  its  jufi 
Limits^  anJ  to  infertjome  ChsLtadiQrs  rf»^:/ Obfervations 
which  may  be  thought  fuperftuous. 

For  the  Jake  of  that  part  of  the  Gentry,  whofe  Educati- 
on denies  them  the  knowledge  oj  the  Learned  Languages, yet 
their  Abilities  in  thefe  fort  of  Writings^  require  that  nothing 
that  IS  valuable  therein  fhould  be  conceal' d  from  them  ;  I 
have  interpreted  fome  Latin  Citations  in  the  Margin,  ^c. 
tJjofome  I  have  overlooked  or  negle^ed.  As  for  the  few  Let' 
ters  which  were  written  to  ^^f  Univerfities,  Icomeivd  it 
fiifficient  togive  an  account  upon  what  occafion  they  werefenty 
without  troubling  the  Reader  with  a  Tranjlation. 

In  my  References  to  the  Cabala,  I  make  ufe  of  the  Editi- 
on c/ 1 69 1 ,  and  to  the  Redifcitatio  of  that  of  1661  ;  which 
laft  Book  was  corre^ly  publijhed  by  Dr.  Rawley,  whereunto 
w  prefixed  my  Lord  Bacon*j  Life^  and  from  which  together 
with  the  Preliminary  Difcourfe  to  his  Rem^inSyPrinted in 
1679,  ^^^^  ^^^  Chara^ers  given  of  him  before  the 
Englilh  Tranjlation  of  his  Advancement  0/ Learning,  the 
Reader  may  take  a  view  of  fome  Particulars  of  his  Lite  and 
Works,  which  I  had  no  occajion  given  me  to  Treat  of. 

For  what  refpe^s  myfelf  I  have  onely  this  to  allege ; 
that  alt  ho  nojujt  excufe  can  be  made  for  a  Man  that  volun- 
tarily expofes  himfelf  as  I  have  done,  yet  perhaps  fome" 
thing  ^may  be  allowed  by  way  of  Mitigation.  The  Times  of 
Leifure  which  I  devoted  to  this  Service  were  more  interrupt 
ted  than  I  had  reafon  to  exped  ;  jo  that  1  was  engaged  in 
the  Prejs  before  the  Copy  was  prepared^  till  like  an  unwary 
So\d[^v  advanced  too  far,  I  knew  not  well  how  to  Retreat^ 
or  how  to  make  my  way  through.  For  this  Reafon  upon  re- 
viewing the  Whole  of  what  wasfent  by  Parts,  I  find  fome 
things  I  might  have  left  out,  others  added,  many  Exprejfi- 
pnsfit  to  be  alter  dy  and  Deje^s  in  the  Style  reformed.  All 
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which  might  have  appeared  in  a  letter  manner^  had  I  taken 
any  advice  of  my  Friends  in  the  Defign,  or  what  I  think  is 
much  tnore  ivanted^their  Judgement  and  Cenjure  in  the  Exe- 
cution  ;  But  this  being  a  trouble  I  had  neither  the  oppor- 
tunity nor  confidence  to  defire  offome  of  them,  ivhofe  Opini- 
ons I  very  much  value^  it  encourages  me  to  ask,  and  hope 
to  obtain^  a  greater  (hare  of  the  Readers  Favour. 

To  conclude^  fnce  pojfibly  there  may  be  fome  other  Ge- 
nuine Papers  of  this  Author,  and  theje  Times,  which  have 
efcapedthe  Diligence  of  Dr.  Rawley,  and  which  are  yet 
prefervd  in  Private  Hands,  or  Publick  Repofitorics,  // 
thofe  which  are  Maflers  oj  the  one,  or  can  direct  me  to  the 
other,  fhall  think  jo  well  of  what  is  now  done,  as  to  wifh 
thefe  Memoires  were  more  entire  ;  I  fhall  be  ready  to  pub* 
lifh  the  fame  by  way  of  Supplement,  or  in  fuch  other  man- 
ner as  fhall  be  thought  the  mofl  proper. 

Nor  fhall  I  be  lefs  willing  to  re^ifie  any  Miftake,  than  I 
am  to  confefs  that  which  I  have  committed  in  the  XLVII. 
Page  of  the  Introdu^ion.  Where,  Sir  Ed  W.Coke  affirming 
that  the  King  having  fufferd  by  means  of  the  Lord  Trea- 
furcr  and  his  Lady  ^oooo  I.  cenfurd  them  in  a  Fine  of 
looooo  /.  altho'  he  faid  he  might  very  well  have  made  it 
Quadruple:  The  M5<?r^ Quadruple  ougf^t  to  have  referrdto 
the  fir[l  fum  ,  and  may  be  correSied  by  putting  that  of 
Double  in  its  place. 

The  moft  confiderable  Typographical  Errors  are  re-, 
mark  d  at  the  end  of  the  Volume  ;  Leaving  fome  others  of 
lefs  confequence,  and  all  thofe  which  are  committed  in  the 
Pointing,  to  the  Readers  own  Obfervation  and  Amend" 
ment. 

Middle-Temple^  "P       Q 

14.  Febr.  1705  *       * 

THE 
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UPON  the  Deceafe  of  Queen  EUz,abeth ,  James 
the  Vlth.  King  of  Scotland ,  became  the  firft  Mo- 
narch o^  Great  Britain.  Which  remarkable  Succef- 
fion^  being  the  Subjed  offome  of  the  following 
Letters^  I  cannot  proceed  fo  contrary  to  my  own 
Inclinations  J   and  the  manner  of  other  Writers  upon  this 
Occafionj  as  to  negled  offering  fome  Tributes  of  Honour^ 
to  the  memory  of  a  Princefs ,  under  whofe  Aufpicious  Go- 
WQrnmtnt, England  feem'd  to  confummate  all  its  former  Glo- 
ries.    A  Princefsj  Celebrated  by  Hiftorians,  of  very  different 
Opinions,  and  even  by  one  of  the  Vofesj  her  declared  Ene- 
my, as  one  of  the  greateft  and  worthieft  that  ever  wore  a 
Crown.     In  the  Entrance  of  her  Reign,  fhe  eflabliflied  the 
Religion  with  a  gentle  Hand ,  her  Sifter  had  endeavour'd 
to  extirpate  with  Fire  and  Flames  ,•    Repair'd  the  Treafure 
exhaufted  ^  Recoin'd  the  Money  debafed  ,•  Secur'd  the  Na- 
tion from  Powerful  Enemies  abroad ,  made  yet  more  Pow- 
erful by  deceitful  Subjeds  at  Home  :  So  that  fhe  fpred  the 
Bleflings  of  Peace  over  all  the  Land  ,   for  almoft  Twenty 
Years.  Till  being  provoked  to  the  lafl  Degree  by  the  Popes, 
fhe  ufed  fome  neceffary  Remedies  to  reilrain  their  Party  : 
Reveng'd  the  Injuries  received  ,   and  prevented  thofe  de- 
fign'd  from  the  King  of  Sfaln  ;    by  fupporting  the  United 
Provinces,  making  the  utmoft  efforts  for  their  Liberties  ,•  by 
affifling  King   Henry  the  IVth.    o^ France j  ready  to  fink  un- 
der the  mighty  and  fuccefsful  Power  of  the  League.     Upon 
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the  Ocean  fhe  repulfd  his  Fleets  with  fhame  _,  whilft  with 
her  own^  fhe  infulted  him  both  in  the  Old  and  New  World, 
and  carried  the  Fame  of  her  lelf^  and  Nation  throughout 
the  Univerfe. 

Her  great  Council,  the  Parliaments  were  fo  fatisfied  with 
her  Condud,  that  they  fometimes  gave  her  more  than  fhe 
expeded ,   and  once  more  than  fhe  would  receive.     Her 
private  Counfels  were  Wife ,   and  direded  by  ^qw  ;    yet 
thofe  fo  well  chofen,  as  refleded  no  lefs  Honour  upon  her 
own  Judgement ,  than  Security  on  her  People.    The  Lord 
Burleigh,  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon^  and  Sir  Francis  JValJingham,  were 
fome  of  her  moft  faithful  and   able  Servants.     The  firft  of 
them  feems   to  have  been   her  chiefeft  Minifter   for  Forty 
Years ;  and  they  all  of  them  ferved  her  with  fuch  fmgular 
Ability  and  Fidelity  ,    that  they   have  appeared  as  Exam- 
ples, rather  admired  than  imitated  :  Efpecially  Sir  Franas 
Walfmgham  j  who,  tho'  he  was  one  of  the  Wifell  and  moft 
Sagacious  Men  oF  the  Age ,  who  had  long  undergon  the 
the  Office  of  principal  Secretary  of  State ^  and  often  oi  Am- 
hajfador ,  and  had  furely  the  opportunity  of  enriching  him- 
felfat  the  Publick  Expence^  yet  he  wafted  both  his  own 
Health  and  Fortunes ,  for  the  Health  and  Profperity  of  the 
Nation.  Contenting  himfelf  with  a  true  and  lafting  Glory  ^ 
ojf  having  maintain'd  the  Caufe  and  Intereft  of  his  Religion, 
his  Prince,  and  Country  i  and  with  the  fatisfadion  of  fee- 
ing his  onely  Child,  by  Urfula,  the  Daughter  of  Henry  St. 
Barbe,  Efqj  Married  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney ,  and  after  his  un- 
timely and  much  lamented  Death,  to  Robert  D'E-vereux  Earl 
oi  Effexj  two  of  the  ftneft  Gentlemen  of  their  Times. 

In  the  choice  of  her  Martial  Men  ,  the  Queen  had  the 
fame,  and  perhaps  a  more  peculiar  Felicity  ,•  as  it  is  obferv- 
ed  by  one,  that  knew  as  well  as  any  the  Renowned  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh ,  in  his  Hifiory  of  the  World,   in  thefe  Words.   ^  That 

*  her  Majefty  had  many  Advifed,  Valiant  and  Faithful  Men, 
'  the  Profperity  of  her  own  Affairs  did  well  witnefs,'  who, 

*  in  all  her  days ,  never  received  Dilhonour  by  the  Cowar- 
'^  dize,  or  Infidelity  of  any  Commander  by  her  felf  chofen 
^  or  emploied. 

But 
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But  this  Wife  and  Provident  Lady,  who  had  admired  our 
Authors  Ingenuous  Parts ,  when  a  Boy ,  and  employed 
them  when  a  Man,  had  cherifhed  him  rather  with  the  Boun- 
ty o^^her  Voice,  than  oFher  Hand:  For  tho'  {he  made  ufe  of 
his  Counfel  in  Matters  of  Law ,  and  his  Pen  and  Advice  in 
fome  Matters  of  State ,  (as  being  every  way  quaUfied  to 
ferve  her  in  both  ,•  )  yet  according  to  the  Reports  of  thofe 
Times,  his  Merits  were  fuppreifed  by  the  Jealoufies  of  one, 
who  was  near  to  the  ^een,  in  Place  and  Power,  tho'  near 
to  Mr.  Bacon  in  Confanguinity.  So  little  is  the  Relation 
of  Nature  confidered,  where  private  Intereft  comes  in  Com- 
petition. 

Upon  which  account ,  it  cannot  be  thought  ftrange : 
That  tho'  he  honoured  the  Memory  of  his  Deceafed  Mif^ 
trefs ,  he  jhould  pay  fome  Adoration  to  the  Ri/mg  Sun  : 
Which,  whilft  many  others,  the  moft  Zealous  and  Adive 
did  in  Perfon  ,  he  performed  by  his  Pen  ,•  as  will  appear  at 
the  beginning  ot  the  following  Letters  ^  Ibme  of  which,  he 
AddrelTed  to  thofe  about  his  Majefty ,  and  one  to  the  King 
himfelf 

For  the  Declaration  of  a  Succejfor ,  which  the  Queen 
could  not  be  induced  to  make  in  her  Health,  being  obtain- 
ed from  her,  in  that  Sicknefs ,  which  put  a  Period  to  her 
Life,  upon  the  24th.  of  March  i6o|,-  had  drawn  the  Eyes 
ot  all  thofe,  who  expeded  Place  and  Preferment  towards 
the  North.  And  the  receiving  the  King  into  the  peaceable 
PolTeffion  of  the  Throne  ,  had  diflipated  thofe  fears ,  into 
which  many  wife  Men  were  fallen  ,  through  the  Pretences 
and  Titles  to  the  Crown ,  about  this  time ,  induftrioufly 
fpread  abroad.  Yet  notwithftanding,  the  Subjection  of  the 
whole  Ifland  to  one  King,  the  Redudion  oi  Ireland ^  which 
had  long  given  the  Queen,  much  trouble,  effeded  ,•  there 
fucceeded  in  the  Opinion  of  many  ,  but  a  Feeble  and  In- 
glorious Reign. 

The  King  was  hardly  Seated  in  his  new  Throne  ,  when 
he  gave  one  Inftance  of  Deviating  from>  the  ways  of  his  Pre- 
deceffor ,  who  had  been  fo  wary  in  Conferring  Titles  of 
Honour,  that  its  true  and  ancient  Path  ,  though  the  Temple 
oCVertue,  became  almoft  vifible  again.  His  Majefty,  as  if 
he  could  not  beftow  enough  of  Graces  and  Favours ;  for 

(  ^  2  )  this 
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this  n^  and  eafie  Acquifition  ^  created  feveral  Hundred 
Knights y  within  a  few  Months  after  he  came  into  England: 
Iho  I  think  it  may  be  affirmed ,  That  this  Dignity  fell 
much  upon  Perfons  of  Eftates^  Families,  and Merit^of  which 
Number  was  Mr.  Bacon  Knighted  at  White-Hall ,  upon  the 
2;d.  of  July  1603.  For  what  Reafons ,  the  King  ^  fome 
Years  att«rj  erected  an  Order,  which  engaged  many  of  the 
prime  Gentry  of  the  Nation,  as  being  fomething  Superior 
in  Honour,  and  much  in  Duration,  and  how  far  it  has  fince 
varied  from,  and  exceeded  the  Limits  and  Rules  of  its  firft 
Inftitution,  would  be  neeedlefs  for  me  to  obferve. 

The  two  Crowns  ,  being  thus  united  in  the  Perfon  of  one 
Kingj  there  was  nothing  that  he  more  earneftly  defired  and 
endeavoured  ;  according  to  the  Text  of  Scripture ,  he  In- 
fcribed  upon  fome  of  his  Coin ,  Faclam  eos  in  Gcntem 
unam  ,  than  a  real  Union  of  the  Nations :  And  that,  as 
far  as  it  might  be  efFe<5led  both  in  point  of  Natu- 
ralization with  fome  Reftridions^as  to  enjoying  Offices,  &c. 
And  by  an  Union  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  Laws.  Where- 
in the  King  declares ,  his  Intention  was  to  conform  the 
Laws  of  Scotland  J  to  the  Laws  of  England.  For  which  pur- 
pofe,  upon  recommending  this  Affair  to  the  firft  Seflion  of 
Parliament ,  an  Ad  was  paiTed ,  Authorizing  certain  Com- 
miflioners  to  treat  with  others  of  6'co?/^;^^ ,  for  the  Weal  of 
both  Kingdoms.  Li  which  Number,  Sir  Fra.  Bacon  writQs 
in  one  of  thefe  Letter,  that  he  had  the  firft  Vote  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  :  As  in  another  he  faith.  That  in  the  Bufinefs  of 
the  Union,  the  Labour  for  Men  of  his  Profeffion  ,  lay  moft 
upon  his  Hands.  The  Commiilioners ,  after  feveral  Con- 
ferences, refolved  upon  fome  Preliminaries,  but  difFer'd  in 
the  manner,  and  extent  of  the  Naturalization  :  Infomucb, 
that  the  Novelty  of  the  Argument ,  and  the  Weight  and 
Confequence  thereof,  which  exercifed  the  Tongues ,  and 
Pens  of  the  Politicians  of  thofe  Times ,  both  within  and 
without  the  Houfes  of  Parliament  ,•  rendred  all  the  King's 
Applications  and  Speeches ,  to  thofe  Affemblies,  in  a  great 
meafure  ineffedual.  But ,  what  he  could  not  obtain  of 
them,  he  did  in  fome  part,  of  his  Jt^dges,  who  in  the  Exche- 
^HQr-Chamher  in  the  great  Cafe  of  Calvin,  reported  by.,  my 
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Lord  Coke,  did  almoft  unnnimoufly  refolve ,  that  the  Scots 
which  were  born  after  the  Acceflion  of  the  Kin.T  ,    to  the 
Crown  of  Ewff/.'/wc/,  were  SiibjeAs  thereof  and  not  Aliens.  Yet 
this  ill  Succels  in  K.  J<rrmes}\:it\\  not  difcouriiged  his  Succef- 
fors  to  attempt  the  like  ,  and  particularly  liis  prefent  M.ije- 
fiy  ;  upon  which  the  LorJs  recommended  a  B':llio  the  Houfe 
oiCc7nrrjo7is  \i\2.  peculiar  manner.    And  if  ever  this  Matter 
comes  to  have  the  Confideration  it  feems  to  dcferve  ,  the  ' 
PainSj  and  Care^    and  Caution,  Sir  Francis  Bacon  employed 
in  promoting  and  advifmg  the  Union,  Vv^hich  appear  in  Two 
Speeches  in  Parliament ,  and  Two  little  Tracts  ^  Addrefs'd 
to  the  Kingj  extant  in  the  Refufcitatio ,  will  very  much  Fa- 
cilitate all  others  Labours ,  and  may  poflibly  meet  with  a 
better  Event. 

But  if  his  Services  therein  were  acceptable  to  the  King, 
the  Book,   which  he  about  the  fame  time  publilbed  ,  of  the 
Progrefs  and  Advancement  of  Learning ,  was  no  lefs  grateful 
to  the  moft  Ingenious  Schollars  of  the  Nation.     He  had  , 
whilft  he  was  very  young,  and  in  the  Univerfity  made  fome 
Reflexions  upon  the  Unprofperous  State  of  the  Common-- 
wealth  q{ Learning,  That  the  Vbilofo^hy,  as  ufualy  taught,  was- 
more  Accommodate  to  the  Difputation  of  the  Schools,  than 
to  the  Improvment  of  Reafon,  or  Produdive  of  any  real  \J{q 
to  Mankind.   So  that  tho'  the  ftraitnefs  of  his  Fortunes  made 
him  apply  himfelf  to  a  Profeflion ,  and  to  the  Laborious 
Study  of  the  Municipal  Laws  ,•  yet  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Wit, 
and  earneft  Defire  of  being,  Mafter  of  all  the  ufeful  Know- 
ledge, devoted  his  leafure  hours ,   unto  a  fericus  perufal  of 
the  beffc  Ancient  Authors,  and  a  deep  Contemplation  of  the 
Works  of  Nature.  In  thefe  Intervals  of  time^he  compofed  the- 
Work  lam  nowfpeakingofjPrinted,tho  fomewhat  incorredl- 
lyin  two  Books  ^arto,  in  the  Year  1605-,  which  he  Dedi- 
cated to  his  Majefty  ,  as  the  moft  Learned  of  Kings   which 
Time  had  known,  and   with  the   12th,  and   fome  follow- 
ing Letters,  he  prefents  it  to  feveral  of  the  Nobility.  But^ 
becaufe  it  was  Written  in  the  Engliflo Tongue, to  the  end  that 
it  might  be  Communicated  to  Foreign  Nations  ,•  he  does  by 
a  Subfequent  Letter  ,  defire  Dr.  Plajfer ,  the  Divinity  Bro- 
felTor  in  Cambridge ,  and  one  Celebrated  for  his  Purity  in 
the  Latins  SxWq,  to  render  it  into  that  Univerfal  Language, 
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Tbe  Do<5tor  endeavouring  to  outdo  himfelf ,  fell  fliort  of 
himfelfj  and  fent  fuch  a  Specimen  of  a  Nice  and  Super- 
fine Verfion  ,•  that  the  Author  who  always  efteemed  Mat- 
ter above  Words ,  never  incouraged  him  to  proceed  there- 
in. 

Nor  after  the  Dodor's  Death ,  which  happen'd  in  a  few 
years^do  I  find  that  any  other  hand  did  undertake^  or  at  leaf!: 
•  accomplidi  the  fame^till  my  Lord  Bacon  revifed  and  inlarged 
the  whole,  and  by  the  affiftance  of  Mr.  George  Herbert,  and 
fome  other  Learned  Men,  put  it  forth  in  Latin,  his  Lord- 
ihip  very  much  correding  and  altering  thofe  Expreflions 
which  did  not  attain  to  his  own  Conceptions.  The  Volume 
was  Printed  at  London  in  the  year  1623  in  a  very  fair  Editi- 
on in  Folio ,  and  foon  after  in  Frame,  Holland,  &.c.  contain- 
ing in  the  whole  Nine  Books.  Thtfirfi  of  which  is  in  a  great 
meafure  a  Tranflation  of  the  firft  Book  of  the  former  Edi- 
tion, wherein  he  refutes  the  Objedions  that  are  made  againft 
Learning,  confiders  the  ill  Eftate  and  Difadvantages  it  lies 
under,  and  laftly  the  Dignity  and  Honour  that  belongs  to 
the  fame.  In  the  other  Eight  Books,  wherein  fome  things 
are  omitted,  many  things  added  and  amplified,  the  Author 
enters  into  a  Summary  Partition  of  the  Sciences,  and  with  a 
diligent  eye  furveys  the  uncultivated  Parts  of  the  Intelledu- 
al  Globe  ,•  obferves  fometime  what  is  erronious,  but  chiefly 
what  is  deficient  in  Learning  and  Knowledge  j  what  is  to  be 
receiv'd,  and  what  Materials  are  to  be  added,  towards  the 
ereding  that  new  Fabrick  ot  the  Sciences  which  he  had  long 
had  in  Defign  ,•  the  Foundation' whereof  he  begun  to  lay 
in  his  Novum  Organum  ,  the  fecond  Part  of  his  Infiauratid 
magna  Scientiarum. 

But  if  the  Subjed:  matter  of  that  Work  be  often  fo  ab- 
flrufe,  as  to  fly  over  many  Peoples  Heads  ,•  yet  in  his  Ad^ 
'vancement  of  Learning, his  Thoughts  are  generally  fo  eafie  and 
clear,  and  produc  a  in  fo  exad  a  Method  and  Order,  that 
as  few  Perfons  can  read  it  vv^ithout  inftru6lion,  fo  I  think 
no  Perfon  can  perufe  it  without  pleafure.  From  this  Trad 
it  was  that  Monfieur  de  Cofiar  feleded  feveral  Pafllages,  and 
fends  them  among  others  of  his  Literary  Commerce  to  that 
Fine  Wit  of  France,  Monfieur  de  Voiture,  who  makes  this 
Judgement  of  them.     /  efieem  all  that  you  fent  me  o/Bacon'x 
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to  be  admirable  ^  Bu^t  would  not  Horace,  ivho  calls  the  Britains 
Fierce  and  InJjojptable,  be  amazed  to  hear  one  of  that  Country  dif^ 
courfe  at  fucb  a  rate  ?  Pity  it  is  that  a  Work  of  fo  beautiful  a 
Compofition,  written  by  a  Perfon  of  fo  inimitable  an  Englifi 
Style,  fhould  inftead  ot  being  illuftrated,  be  obfcur'd  by  the 
Hand  of  Dr.  Jf^attes,  who  tho'  he  had  a  great  Veneration 
for  my  Lord  Bacon,  yet  I  think  he  fometimes  fails  /hort  of 
his  fenfe  ,  and  oftner  of  his  Spirit  and  Life  ,  in  the 
Expreffions  which  he  ufes  in  the  Tranjlation  he  Publi/Ked  in 
1640. 

Before  I  proceed  any  farther  in  this  Introdudion,  to  the 
end  that  no  Reader  may  be  altogether  ignorant  of  the  Cha- 
rader  of  two  Great  Men,  whofe  Names  and  Adions  he 
will  often  meet  with  in  the  following  Papers  ,♦  I  fiiall  give 
fome  account  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Ellefmere,  and  Sir 
Edward  Coke  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common-Pleas,  and 
after  of  the  Kings-Bench,  both  remarkable  Men  in  their  re- 
fyc^tivQ  Courts  ot  La7if  and  Equity  :  And  howloever  they 
difagreed  towards  the  latter  part  of  their  Lives,  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  improper  for  me  to  place  them  fo  near  together 
in  this. 

Sir  "Thomas  Egerton  defcended,  tho'  in  an  oblique  Line 
from  an  Ancient  Family  in  Chejlnre,  and  from  Brazen- Nofe 
College  in  Oxford  remov'd  to  Lincolns  -Inne  ,•  where  he  fo  well 
improv'd  his  Time,  that  Queen  Eliz,abeth  made  him  her 
Solicitor  and  Attorney  General,  and  at  length  Keener  of  the 
Great  Seal  of  England,  in  the  year  15-96.  Which  he  carried 
(with  the  additional  Honour  of  Lord  Chancellor  and  Baron 
of  Ellefmere,  given  by  King  James  at  his  Acceffion  to  the 
Crown)  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1617,  when  fink- 
ing under  the  weight  of  Seventy  feven  years,  tho'  in  full 
poffeflion  of  the  King's  Favours,  notwithflanding  what 
fome  Pamphleteers  have  reported  ,•  he  intreated  his  Majeffy 
by  two  Letters  extant  in  the  Cabala,  to  be  difcharg'd  from 
an  Office,  which  even  in  thofe  days  v/as  fufficient  to  employ 
the  Powers  of  any  Man,  in  the  flrength  and  perfection  both 
of  Body  and  Mind.  Thofe  Letters  as  well  as  fome  others 
in  this  Collection,  take  notice  of  his  Intentions  to  have  be- 
fore refign'd  his  Place^  and  which  he  did  foon  after  the  King 
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had  Created  him  Vifcount  Brackky^  and  at  a  time^  I  think^ 
when  further  Honours  were  defign'd  for  him.  His  Majcfly 
parted  with  an  old  and  faithful  Servant^  with  all  imaginable 
Tendernefs,  and  upon  the  Seventh  of  March  i6j6  commit- 
ted the  Seal  to  the  Cuftody  of  Sir  Frances  Bacon,  who  was 
the  very  Perfon  his  Lordfhip  defired  might  fucceed  him.  But 
of  this,  as  well  as  of  fome  other  things  relating  to  this  Lord, 
1  iliall  have  farther  occafion  to  fpeak  ^  fo  that  I  {hall  onely 
addj  that  he  died  at  Tork-Houk  in  the  Strand,  upon  the 
Fifteenth  of  the  fame  Month^  and  was  Buried  at  Dudlefion 
in  Chejlure,  without  any  other  Pompe  or  Glory,  than  what 
refulted  from  the  Fame  of  his  Virtuous  Actions :  Being  a, 
Perfon  of  a  ready  Apprehenfion,  clear  and  folid  Judgement^ 
and  confummate  Wifdom.  Sometime  before  he  divefted 
himfelf  of  the  Chancellorjhip  of  England,  he  parted  with 
that  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  in  the  Gallery  over 
the  Schools  is  yet  to  be  feen  the  Pidure  of  his  Perfon, 
which  was  fo  Venerable,  that  his  Prefence  and  Carriage 
gave  a  Grace  and  Ornament  to  the  Court  in  which  he  pre* 
fided ,  as  his  Ability  and  Integrity  did  a  Sandion  to  his  De- 
crees, 

But  if  his  Obfequioufnefs  to  the  King,  with  which  Mr, 
Oshorn  and  fome  others  may  charge  him,  does  feem  to  de- 
trad  from  the  Character  I  have  given,  admitting  what  they 
fay  to  be  true,  ("which  is  not  always  to  be  done  in  Perfons 
that  appear  more  like  Satyrifts  than  Hiftorians,)  yet  in  that 
he  may  be  confider'd  as  leaning  totheDifeafe  of  theTimes,* 
but  that  he  was  ever  touched  with  corruption,  I  do  not  re- 
member it's  any  where  fuggefled  but  by  the  aforefaid  Gen- 
tleman. 

Sir  Edvjard  Coke  was  born  in  Norfolk,  bred  at  Trinity  College 
m  Cambridge,  and  in  the  Inner  Temple  ,•  where  by  his  great 
Pradice  of  the  Common  Law,  his  Profitable  Places  therein, 
his  Rich  V/ives,  and  long  Life,  he  rais'd  that  vaft  Eftate 
tranfmitted  to  his  Pofterity.  And  as  he  was  efteem'd  the 
Oracle  of  the  Laws  in  the  Times  he  lived,  fo  by  the  many 
Laborious  Works  he  left,*  he  continues  fiill  to  be  the  Guide 
and  Diredor  of  all  the  ProfelTors  in  the  Condud:  of  their 
Studies  and  Pradice.  After  he  had  been  once  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe   of  Commons,  Solicitor  and  Attorney  General 
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for    many    years  ;    he    was   made    Chief  Jufliu    of    the 
Court   ot    Common  -  Vleas  in    1606  ^    and    of    the    Kings- 
Bench  in    1613.      The   chiet   Reafons   for  which   he   was 
removed  h'om  the  lail ,    will  be   difcover'd    in  thefe  Dif- 
courfes   on   the   year   1616;    and  fome  others  are  glan- 
ced  at   in    the    Speech  the   Lord  Chancellor    made    to    Sir 
Henry  Mo?ttague  his  SucceiTor,  Printed   in  Sir   France-  Moors 
Reports,  p^ig.  826.     The  Reader  will  alfo  underftand  in  its 
proper  place,  how  he  again  recover'd  and  kept  in  the  King's 
and  Earl  of  Buckingham's  Favours  until  the  year  1621:  when 
/hewing  himfelf  an  adiive  and  zealous  Patriot  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, he  was  upon  the  Diflblution  thereof  Imprifon'd  in 
the  Tower,  &c.  And  continuing  ot  the  fame  mind  in  the 
other,  which  was  aifembled  in  the  latter  end  of  K.  James's 
Time,  King  Charles  in  the   firft  year  ot  his  Reign,  did  in 
order  to  prevent  his  fcrving  again,  appoint  him  to  be  High- 
Sheriff  ot  Buckingham-fJure,  tho'  he  had  been  lately  a  Pri^uj- 
Counjellcr,  and  not  long  before  Lord  Chief  Jufiice^  and   was 
then^  as  his  Grandfon  Mr.  Roger  Coke  oblerves.  Seventy  f even 
years  of  Age.    It  may  be  prelumed  that  the  ferving  of  this 
Office  contributed  to  animate  the  zeal  and  adivity  he  ex- 
prefs'd  in  a  fubfequent  Parliament  •  from  the  which, may  be 
conjeciur'd,  that  he  retain'd  his  Vigor   and  Parts  till  near 
the  end  of  his  Life  :  Which  he  concluded  in  Septemh.  1654, 
at  his  Houfe  at  Stoke  in  Buckingbam-jinre.      Having  this  Cha- 
radcr  given  him  b)' Judge  Croke,  That  he   was  a  Prudent, 
Grave  and   Learned   Man  in  the  Common  Laws  of  this 
Realm,  and    of   a    Pious    and    Virtuous    Life.     But  tho' 
he    commits    a    miftake  in    faying    that  he  died    in    the 
Eighty  fecond,    which   ought  to  be  the  Eighty  Jixth  year   of 
his  Age  ,•  yet  no  doubt  but  his  Commendation  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward is  far  from  exceeding  the  Truth.     As  he  was  a  Man, 
he  was  fubjed  to  Failings  and  Paflions,  but  never  more  dii~ 
cover'd  than  in  his  earneft,  and  if  I  may  fay,  ungentle  man 
like  carriage  in  the  profecution  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  :    Nor 
does  he  then  feem  fo  great  an  Enemy   to  the  Prerogative, 
whilfc  he  was  rifmg  in  the  King's  Favour,  as  when  he  was 
fallen  fVom  it  ,•  which  takes  off  from  the  uniformity  of  his 
Charader.  The  differences  betv/ecn  him  and  Sir  Francis  Bacon 
were^as  I conceive^Perfonal ,•  my   Lord  Coke  \\\\o   had  the 
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name  of  the  greateft  Lawyer,  envied  the  other  the  Reputa- 
tion of  being  the  greateft  Scholar  of  the  VrofeJJion  ^  and  while 
he  doesfomtime  endeavour  a  little  unhappily  to  act  that  Partj 
^\x  Francis  by  his  Arguments  then^^and  by  what  he  has  left  re- 
latin"^  to  the  LaWj  fliews  that  he  was  not  onely  an  able  Pro- 
ficient therein,  but  that  if  others  had  read  or  writ  more  in 
th^t  Science,  than  himfelf  ,•  yet  few  had  read  to  better  pur- 
pofe,  or  better  confider'd  the  nature  of  Laivs,  than  he  had 
done  •  as  I  may  have  occafion  to  obferve  hereafter,  and  as 
the  Reader  may  fomething  of  the  Difagreements  between 
thefe  two  Gentlemen  from  the  20th  Letter. 

But  Sir  Francis  Bacons  Merits  procur'd  him  a  better  efteem 
and  ufage/rom  Perfons  in  greater  Place  and  Power  than  the 
Chief  Jufiice,  and  among  others  from  the   Lord  Chancellor  i 
to   whom  he  addrelTes   the     i8th  Letter    with    Propor- 
tions at  large,  to  have  the  Hifiory  of  Great  Britain  now  uni- 
ted under  one  King,  reprefented  by  fome  able  Hand  in  a 
manner  becoming  the  Dignity  of  the  Subjea.    The  fuc- 
ceeding  Letter  was  prefented  to  his  Majefty  together  with 
a  Specimen  of  the  Beginning  of  a   Hifiory  of  his  Reign  ,• 
which  no  Perfon  was  likely  to  perform  better  than  himfelf^ 
fmce  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  obferves  in  his  Preface  to  the  Hifto- 
ry  of  the  World,  "  That  the  Laws  and  Kinds  of  Hiftory 
"  had  been  taught  by  many,but  by  no  Man  better  and  with 
'^greater  brevity  than  by  that  Excellent  Learned  Gentleman 
^^  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  'viz,,  in  his  Advancement  of  Learning  :  And 
in  refped  alfo  that  he  himfelf  faith,    he   fftould  write  of 
Times,  not  onely  fince  he  could  remember,    but  fince  he 
could  obferve.Fromwhat  he  has  left,we  have  reafon  to  wifli, 
that  Leifure  or  IncUnation  had  permitted  him  to  have  con- 
tinued the  fame,  efpecially  fmce  no  Hand  hath  efFe(5led  it 
to  any  fatisfadion.     But  how  well  he  fucceeded  in  relating 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  one  of  the  Wifefi  of  our  Kings, 
is  fufficientiy  acknowledged  by  other  Nations  as  well  as  his 
own. 

Yet  the  Books  he  was  known  to  read,  befides  thofe  of  his 
Profeffion,  and  the  Learning  he  was  endued  withal,  which 
made  him  fo  great  a  Benefador  to  the  World,  had  been 
turned  to  his  own  difadvantage,  and  made  ufe  of  a  Reafon 
why  the  Place  of  Solicitor-General  fiiould  net  be  conier'd  up- 
on. 
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on  hini.This  was  a  Preferment  he  had  had  in  his  Eye  and  his 
Hopes  in  the  year  1 995-,  through  the  Mediation  ot  no  lefs  a 
Favourite  than  the  Earl  of  Ejjex  ^  But  miffing  it  then  as  well 
as  after  the  King's  Succeffion  to  the  Crown,  he  was  re- 
ferv'd  for  better  Fortunes  upon  the  application  he  made  by 
feveral  Letters  in  this  Colled:ion,  about  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1607.  And  was  fworn  into  the  Place  on  the 
Twenty  fifth  of  June,  upon  the  removal  of  Sir  John  Doddc" 
ridge  to  be  the  King's  Serjeant  at  Law. 

The  next  year  gave  the  State  fome  trouble,  occafion'd  by 
the  Rebellion  in  the  Province  of  Ulfievj  in  the  North  part 
of  Ireland,  through  the  great  Lenity  of  the  King.  Which 
being  happily  compos'd  in  the  year  1609  :  His  Majefty,  to 
the  end  that  it  might  be  put  into  a  probable  way  of  con- 
tinuing quiet  to  Pofterity,  caufed  the  forfeited  Eftates, 
which  amounted  to  a  great  Quantity  of  Acres  to  be  fold, 
and  a  new  Plantation  to  be  made  ;  which  was  carried  on  with 
the  greateft  vigor  by  the  City  of  London,  at  or  near  the 
City  of  Derry,  thenceforth  called  London-Derry.  Our  Au- 
thor writing  in  one  of  the  firft  of  thefe  Letters,  that  he  al- 
ways willied  well  to  this  unpolillied  Part  of  the  Crown, 
doth  with  the  29th  Letter  prefent  to  his  Majefty 
a  little  Trad  containing  his  Opinion,  in  what  manner  thele 
new  Eftablifliments  ought  to  be  made.  And  'tis  probable 
thefe  Plantations  in  Ireland,  and  ihofe  in  the  IVeft -Indies  carried 
on  in  the  beginning  of  this  Reign,  induced  him  to  enter 
into  further  Confiderations  of  this  Subjed,  which  are  Pub- 
lillied  in  his  EJJays  under  that  Title. 

About  the  lame  time  I  conceive  Sir  Francis  fent  the 
28th  Letter  to  Sir  George  Carew  the  Leiger  Ambajfador  at 
Paru  together  with  a  Treatife  he  had  written  in  Latin  in  Fa- 
licem  Memoriant  Eiiz>abetha,  containing  a  fbort  account  of  the 
Felicities  of  Queen  Eliz.abeth\  Life  and  Reign.  This  he  did 
in  oppofition  to  a  Book,  Intituled,  Mifera  Famina,  under 
which  notion  the  Pope  had  confider'd  her  in  a  Bull  publifli'd 
towards  the  end  of  her  Life,  while  other  Princes  admired 
her  Happinefs  ^  and  this  Piece  he  defires  the  AmbalTador  to 
Communicate  to  Thuanus,  who  was  then  compiling  forn© 
Parts  of  his  Celebrated  Hi/?o?7 ;  Who  in  his  i29:h  Book, 
which  comprehends  the  year  1605,  and  wherein  he  gives  fo 
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juft  and  great  an  Encommium  of  the  Queen^  he  takes  no- 
tice of  his  compofing  the  Relation  thereof  among  others 
from  this  Manufcript  of  Francis  Bacon,  yet  the  Author  did 
not  think  he  had  done  fufficient  Juftice  to  her  Memory,  un- 
lefs  it  were  made  publick  at  large ,-  nd  therefore  we  are  told 
that  by  one  of  his  Wills  he  delir'd  it  might  be  done.  Tho' 
it  was  not  performed  till  the  year  i6^S,  when  Dr.  Rawky 
l^rinted  it  among  the  Optfcula.  But  the  Doctor  to  make  fome 
Compenfation  for  this  long  Delay,  rendred  it  alio  into  En- 
glijh,  and  in  imitation  of  the  Author's  Style,  as  may  be  feen 
in  the  Refitfcitatio,  fag.  18 1.  and  which  has  fmce  been  added 
to  a  late  Edition  ot  his  EJfays, 

After  thefe  tvv^o  Trads,  the  one  Political,  the  other  Hi- 
ftorical,  comes  to  be  confider'd  a  third  Fruit  of  the  fame 
Brain,  which  I  conceive  ripen'd  towards  the  latter  end  of 
this  year,  and  was  of  a  nature  Philofcphical.  It  bears  the 
Title  ofCogltata  &  Vifa,  and  was  fent  in  Manufcript  with 
the  :joth  and  following  Letters  to  the  Learned  Dr.  An- 
dreivs  Bifliop  of  £//,  Sir  Tho.  Bodley  ,  and  Mr.  Mathavs, 
v/hofe  Judgements  the  Author  much  refpeded.  In  this  In- 
genious Difcourfe,  which  Sir  Francis  defign'd  to  have  fup- 
preffed  from  the  Publick,  it  being  his  Intentions  to  write  a 
juft  and  perfed  Volume  of  Vhilofofhy  ,•  He  confiders  the  ill 
Hate  and  Errors  of  Learning,  fas  he  had  in  his  Book  of  ^^- 
'uancement,  the  Defeds  and  Negleded  Parts)  together^  with 
the  means  and  endeavours  that  were  to  be  applied  for  its 
Reformation.  A  great  part  whereof  was  I  think  afterward 
difpers'd  in  the  Novum  Organum  '^  and  the  whole  was  Print- 
ed by  J[aac  Gruter  among  the  Authors  other  Philofophical 
Works :  Who  alfo  Tranflated  into  Latin,  a  large  Letter  con- 
tain'd  in  the  Cahala,  wherein  Sir  Thomas  Eodley  made  fome 
lleflecftions  upon  the  fame  ^  But  whereas  it  is  there  dated 
the  19th  of  Febr.  1607.  I  conceive  it  is  a  miftake,  and  mif- 
primed  for  1609. 

In  the  year  1610^  he  publiflied  his  Book  de  Sapientid  Vete- 
rum,  of  the  TVifdom  of  the  Ancients,  which  he  Dedicated  to 
the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  the  Univerfity  ot  Cambridge,  and 
with  a  Letter  of  the  27th  of  February,  communicates  the 
fame  to  Mr.  Mathew,  whom  no  diftance  of  Place,  or  Diffei'- 
ence  in  Religion  could  divide  from  his  Friendrtiip.  The  Au- 
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thor  wric  this  Originally  in  Latin,  and  therein  he  does  Illu- 
Urate  the  meaning  contained  under  fome  of  the  mcft  noted 
Fables  and  F.ri-abJes  of  Antiquity.  In  which  Allegorical  vvay, 
it  was  not  onely  familiar  to  the  firll  Ages  of  the  World  to 
wrap  up  fome  of  the   Myfteries  of  their  Religionj  hut  to 
inftill  and  inculcate  Wifdom.     The  Interpretation   thereof 
having  been  attempted^  as  the  Author  obicrves^  in  a  vulgar 
manner^  and  by  Men  onely  Learned  in  Comtnon-V laces  :  He 
does  therefore  in  the  laft  Chapter  of  the   Second  Book  of 
the  Adv^mcement  o[  Learning  ,  reckon  the  want  of  a   nobler 
and  better  Conftruclion  among  the  Defiderata  and  Deficients 
in  Learning  ;  and  therein  felec^s  three  Examples  out  of  this 
Book,  in  which  may  be  feen  how  much  Natural^Political^^nd 
Moral  Wifdom   is  contain'd  under  the  Fables  of  Pan,  Perfem 
and  Dionjfus.     Sir  Arthur  Gorges  rcndred  the  whole  into  En- 
glijh,  which  is  ufually  added  to  the  Author's  EJJajes  ;  and  it 
is  to  this  Book  the  Great  Poet  as  well  as  Traveller  Mr.  George 
Sandys  doth  in  his  Learned  Notes  on  his  Verfion  of  Ovid  s 
Mdamorfbofis,  acknowledge  himfelf  to  be  much  indebted^ 
ftyling  my   Lord  St.  Albans,  The  Crown   of  all  A-lodern 
Authors. 

Sir  Francis  Bacon  having  ferv'd  the  King  as  his  Solicitor-Ge- 
neral, from  the  year  1607,  not  without  expedation  from^ 
and  application  to  his  Majefty  to  be  made  his  Attorney  (as 
appears  by  fome  of  the  fucceeding  Letters)  did  upon  the  27 
of  OHob.  161 3,  obtain  that  Place.  His  PredecelTor  Sir 
Henry  Hobart  was  conftituted  Chief  Jujtice  of  the  Court  of 
Common-Pleas,  where  he  continued  with  much  Reputation 
till  the  year  1625',  in  which  he  died  upon  the  28th  of  De- 
cember, at  his  Houfe  at  Blickling  in  Norfolk  ;  and  had  given 
him  by  Sir  George  Croke  one  or  the  Judges  of  the  fame  Courr, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  the  Charadter  of  being  a  moft  Lear- 
ned, Prudent,  Grave  and  Religious  Judge.  But  there 
needs  no  other  Teftimony  of  the  ftrength  and  clearnefs  of 
his  Reafon,  as  well  as  knowledge  in  the  Law,  than  the  Mo- 
nument he  has  ere(3:ed  to  his  own  Fame  in  his  Arguments  and 
Reports  of  Cafes  adjudged  in  the  Court  wherein  he  pre- 
fided. 

Upon  thefe  Preferments  there  fucceeded  into  the  Place 
of  Solicitor-General,  Mr.  H.  Tehtrton,  as  he  had  a  little  before 
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unto  the  Eftateof  his  Father.  There  were  many  Candidates 
for  this  Office,  but  v^^hether  he  obtain'd  it  by  the  means 
of  the  Vicount  of  Rochejier^  the  King's  then  Favourite  ,• 
and  that  afterwards  in  Gratitude  to  him  he  rather  ventur'd 
to  incur  the  Royal  Difpleafure,  than  to  appear  againft  him, 
upon  his  Trial  for  the  Death  ot  Sir  Thomas  Overhurj,  is  more 
than  I  can  affirm.  Onely  thus  much  I  have  obferv'd,  that 
in  the  management  thereof,  and  of  the  Trials  of  the  other 
Criminals  concern'd  in  that  affair,  the  Attorney  and  other 
Councel  of  the  King's  had  their  Parts,  whereas  the  Solicitor 
is  never  named.  But  however  that  be,  it  may  be  very  well  ' 
afferted,  that  few  ever  deferv'd  the  Place  better  than  him- 
felf,  having  been  for  about  ten  years  in  full  Bufinefs  and  Re- 
putation at  the  Kings- Bench  Bar,  proceeding  from  his  great 
Abilities,  which  his  Reports  of  the  Cafes  adjudged  in  thofe 
Times,  and  digefted  with  fo  great  Perfpicuity  and  Brevity 
doth  very  much  declare. 

But  the  great  Opinion  the  King  fometimc  had  of  him, 
his  falling  afterwards  under  his  Majefty's  Frowns,  and  the 
Cenfure  of  the  Parliament,  having  fubjeded  his  Storrj  to 
the  Notice  of  many  Pens,  by  fome  imperfectly,  and  by 
others  as  untruly  related  ,•  I  fhall  from  fuch  Informations  as 
1  have  feen,  and  may  be  more  depended  upon,  place  it  in 
a  better  Light.  And  defire  pardon  if  I  am  longer  in  my 
Difcourfes  of  this  Gentleman,  than  of  others  whofe  Names 
and  Actions  are  alfo  treated  in  the  following  Letters.  Since 
thereby  I  defign  to  do  but  Juftice  to  the  Memory  of  a  very 
worthy  Perfon,  whofe  Affections  and  Frienddiip  to  fome 
of  my  Anceftors  require  no  lefs  a  performance. 

He  defcended  both  by  Father  and  Mother  from  two  an- 
cient and  gentile  Families.  That  of  his  own  Name  had  long 
flouiilhed  in  the  County  of  Ncrfclk,  and  particularly  as  Sir 
Henrj  Spelman  obferves  at  Rciighafn,  from  the  time  of  King 
Richard  the  Second.  His  Father  Sir  Chrifiopher  being  a 
younger  Brother,  applied  himfelf  to  the  Study  of  the  Com- 
won  Law,  and  thereof  was  made  a  Serjeant,  Speaker  of  the 
Houfc  of  Commons,  and  one  of  the  'Judges  of  the  Kijigs-Bench 
in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Marrying  Margaret  the 
Daughter  C){ Thomas  Cat esby  of  FMon  a.nd  IP'hiJlon  in  Northamp- 
ton^iire,  he  had  by  her  his  JBldeft  Sen,  Mr.  Hairy  lelverton, 
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born  the  29th  of  June,  in  the  year  i  ^66.  Who  after  fome 
Academical  Education  at  Oxford,  was  removed  unto  Greys- 
Inn,  to  be  under  the  more  immediate  care  and  example  of 
his  Father. 

Soon  atter  that  he  was  made  the  King's  Solicitor,  his  Ma- 
jefty  confer'd  upon  him  the  Honour  oi  Knighthood  ^  and 
taking  notice  of  his  Abilities_,  took  him  into  a  more  than 
ordinary  degree  oi  his  Favour,  fo  that  he  often  requir'd  his 
Prefence  and  Afliftance  at  the  Council- J  able.  Upon  the  call- 
ing a  Parliament  in  the  year  1614,  it  was  refolv'd  by  the 
King  and  Council,  to  have  him  recommended  to  be  Speaker 
ot  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But  upon  farther  Confideration, 
that  his  S'ervices  might  be  of  more  ufe  out  of  the  Chair,  he 
was  fent  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Crewe,  afterwards  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Kings-Bench,  with  an  account  of  the  King's  Purpofe, 
to  have  him  placed  therein  ,•  who  was  accordingly  chofen 
by  the  Commons.  And  fome  ObjeAion  being  made  in  that 
Affembly  againft  the  receiving  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  as  one 
that  by  his  Place  of  Attorney  was  to  attend  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
upon  a  Speech  made  by  the  Solicitor,  the  Houfe  was  fatisfied, 
and  the  Attorney  admitted.  But  this  Varliament  being  diiTol- 
ved  in  a  Heat,  there  was  little  done  that  SeJJions,  but  a  great 
deal  after  it,  tending  to  a  breach  of  Priviledge  of  the  Com- 
mons by  Imprifoning  fome  of  the  moft  adtive  Members. 

Upon  the  12th  of  March  i6if,  Sir  Henry  Teherton  was 
made  Attorney-General,  lb  that  if  his  Majefty  was  dilpleas'd 
for  his  refufing  to  appear  againft  the  Earl  of  Somerfet  at  his 
Trial,  which  was  but  in  the  May  before,  his  anger  was  not 
of  a  long  continuance,  nor  had  it  any  ill  effed.  But  that 
the  King  afterwards  refented  fome  carriage  of  the  Attorney, 
(but  chiefly,  as  I  conceive,  through  mifmformation)  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  from  a  Letter  of  his,  I  remember  to  have 
feen,  dated  the  beginning  of  OBober  16 17,  and  written 
to  his  Majefty  then  lately  return'd  from  Scotland,  and  whom 
he  had  waited  upon  at  Coventry,  the  Second  ot  September  be- 
fore.^ He  therein  complains  of  his  unhappinefs  to  fall  under 
'his  Majefty 's  Dijpleafure, who  had  made  him  almoft  the  won- 
'  der  of  his  Fa'vour,  that  he  concelv'd  it  to  arife  from  fome 

*  accident  befell  in  the  late  bufinefs  of  the  Marriage  of  Sir 

*  John  Villiers  ,-  as  alfo  from  a  Report,  as  if  he  had  utter'd 
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*  fome  Speeches  to  the  dillionour  of  the  Earl  q^  Buck'mgh^n;. 
In  both  which  Cafes  he  fo  far  Vindicates  his  Innocence, 
that  he  foon  recover'd  the  Kings  good  Graces,  tho'  he  was 
for  fome  Years  looked  upon  with  an  evil  Eye^  by  that  pow- 
erful Lord,  for  oppofing  according  to  the  Duty  of  his  Place 
fome  OpprefTive ,  if  not  Illegal  Tatents  ,  the  Projedors  of 
thofe  Times  were  bufie  in  preparing  :  and  nothing  being 
left  unattempted  to  remove  him  (tho'  he  had  been  long 
fupported  by  the  King)  it  is  no  wonder  that  fo  great  a  Fa- 
vourite at  laft  effeded  his  defires. 

For  in  the  Year   1610,  Mr.  Attorney  being  queftioned 
for  paffing  certain  Claufes  in  a  Charter  ,  lately  granted  to 
the  City  oi  London ,  not  agreeable  to  his  M2.]t^y\  Warrant ^ 
and  derogatory  to  his  Honour  and  Profit :    It  was  rejer'd 
to  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  fome  others,  to  confider  ot  the 
offence,  &c.  Whereupon  his  Lordlbip,  and  Secretary  Cal- 
'vert  deliverd  him  a  MelTagefrom  the  King  ,  whereby  he^ 
v/as  offer'd  to  fubmit  himfelf  in  private  ,  or  defend  himfelt 
openly:  Being  itfeems,  adviled  to  comply  with  the  firft 
Proportion ,  he  anfwer'd  ,   the  Offer  was   gracious ,  the 
Choice  eafie,  and  Mercy  free  :  But  this  Submiflion  Signed 
by  his   Hand  ,  not  being  thought  by  the   Committee  of 
Council  Satisfactory  enough ,  but  that  the  fame  ought  to 
be  upon  Record,  as  well  as  the  Surrender  of  the  City-Char- 
ter, as  appears  by  their  Letter  in  this  Collecilon  ,  dated  the 
16  of  June  1620.     An  Information  was  prefer'd  againft  the 
Attorney  jXhQ  Mayer, ^C.  of  the  City  in  the  Star-Chamber  ;  who 
taking  this  Profecution  for  a  Trial,  whether  he  would  rely 
on  the  King,  altho'  he  faith,  there  was  offer'd  unto  him  and 
his  Councel,  fuch  a  way  of"  Defence,  by  which  he  might 
have  efcaped  ;  yet  he  rather  chofe  to  confefs  the  Points  of 
the  Charge,  and  fubmit  himfelf  in  his  Anfwer  to  the  King's 
Mercy.   After  which  he  received  a  Commandment  not  to 
fpeak,  or  write  to  His  Majeiiy  :    So  far,  a  Gentleman  of 
his  own  retinue  Writes,  his  Potent  Enemies  had  prevailed 
againft  him. 

Upon  the  i-rth.  of  OBoher  following ,  this  Caufe  was 
brought  to  a  Hearing,  before  a  very  great  Prefence  and 
Audience.  And  the  Information  being  opened  by  Serjeant 
Crewe  J  and  the  Attorneys  Anfwer  by  Mr.  John  Finch  ;   he 
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hlmfelf  defired  ,  and  obtained  liberty  to  fpeak.  Wherein 
he  faid  he  came  to  Tecond  his  Submiflion  drawn  by  the 
Pen  of  others  ,•  and  alledged,  that  the  Errors  he  was  guilty 
of,  proceeded  from  Igncrancc ,  Mifprifon ,  and  chiefly 
Credulity  ,  and  not  frcm  any  Corruption  :  Which  tho'  at 
firft  might  be  fufpedcd ,  was  not  now  the  leaft  laid  to  his 
Charge  ,  and  concluded  his  Speech  ,  which  is  Printed  in 
the  CahaUj  Pag.  ^jy  with  a  Requeft  to  their  Lordftiips  ^ 
that  fince  the  Charter  was  now  given  up ,  His  Majefty 
might  be  acquainted  with  his  Submidion,  before  they  went 
on  with  the  Caufe  ,  himfelf  remaining  ftill  a  Prifoner  to 
his  Juftice.  Sir  Edward  Coke  in  the  firft  place  oppofed  the 
motion,  as  did  the  Chief  Jufiicej  and  fome  others :  But  the 
Duke  of  Lenox ,  who  had  been  always  favourable  to  the 
Attorney,  and  the  Earl  o^Pewbrokej  who  openly  promifed 
to  move  the  King  on  his  behalf,  carried  it  againft  them  , 
by  the  confent  of  the  reft  of  the  Court ,  to  the  great  Satis- 
fa<9ion  of  the  Aflembly. 

Notwithftanding,  the  Caufe  was  remitted  by  his  Majefty 
upon  the  8th.  o'l  November.  When  the  King's  Solicitor  and 
Council  Learned ,  infifted  upon  the  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Information  j  and  that,  tho'  there  was  no  Corruption  of 
Reward  laid  to  his  Charge,  yet  that  there  was  a  Corrupti- 
on in  AfFedion  ,  not  to  be  allowed  in  a  Man  of  fo  eminent 
a  Place,  and  Knowledge  as  he  was.  But  one  of  the  De- 
fendants chief  Council  being  t,*ken  fuddenly  ill,  the  Court 
was  Adjorn'd  till  the  Friday  following  ,  being  the  loth.  of 
November ;  at  which  time  his  Council  anfwered  fo  efFedu- 
ally  to  the  Inconveniencies ,  urged  to  have  arifen  from  fe- 
veral Claufes  in  the  Charter ,  that  the  chief  Reafon  which 
induced  the  Court  to  cenfure  him  ,  proceeded  from  his 
Digreflion  from  the  King's  Warrant ,  which  they  looked 
upon  as  a  Breach  of  Truft  in  fo  Principal  a  Minifterial 
Officer  as  he  was,  not  to  be  excufed  by  Error,  Ignorance, 
or  Credulity.  Sir  Edward  Coke,  whofc  place  it  was  to  be- 
gin, concluded  his  long  and  bitter  Speech  ,  with  a  Fine 
of  6000  /.  and  lofs  of  his  Place,  which  the  reft  of  the  Court 
moderated  to  4000  /.  difcharging  him  of  his  Place  by  way 
of  Opinion,  but  fubmitting  the  fame  to  the  King,  during 
whofe  pleafure,  they  alfo  fentenc'd  him  to  Imprifonment 
in  the  Tower,  [  ^  ]  Yec 
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Yet  Sir  Uemy  Teherton ,  who  was  Sequeftred  from  the 
Execution  of  his  Office ,  upon  the  27th  of  June ,  was  not 
v/hoUy  deprived  thereof,  till  the  January  following  -,  when 
Sir  Thomas  Coventry  the  Kings  Solicitor  ,  was  made  his  Attor- 
ney General  ^  from  whence  he  was  advanced  to  be  Lord- 
Keefer  of  the  Great  Seal ,  in  the  firft  year  of  King  Charles  , 
and  enjoy'd  the  fame  full  Fifteen  years^  with  a  general  Sa- 
tisfaction ,  being  an  Ingenious,  Wife ,  and  Learned  Man 
in  his  Profeffion.  Purfuant  to  the  aforefaid  Sentence  ,  Sir 
Henry  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  while  he  lay  there^ 
he  was  by  fome  of  the  Zealous  Townfmen  of  Northampton, 
chofen  one  of  their  Burgeffes,  to  reprefent  them  in  the  enfu- 
ing  V arliament . 

But  inftead  of  appearing  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  a 
Member,  he  was  in  the  Ap-il  following  ,  accufed  by  them 
to  the  Lords  as  a  Deliquent  ^  being  fuppofed  to  be  guilty 
of  fome  unjuftifiable  Adions,  relating  to  the  Patents  oilnnes 
and  Ofterys,  and  of  Gold  and  Silver  Thread,  as  alfo  for  Sign- 
ing fome  Dormant  ?fi7rr^wfj,withoutfufficient  Authority.  By 
Virtue  of  thefe  Patents,  Sir  Giles  Mo?jtpeJfon,  and  Sir  Francis 
Michel,  the  chief  Projectors  of  them  ,  at  leaft  of  the  firft  , 
had  exaded  feveral  Sums  of  Money  from  the  Subjedl ,  or 
Imprifon'd,  or  Profecuted  them  for  refufal  :  So  that  in  the 
fucceeding  Parliament,  they  were  complain  d  of  as  a  very 
great  Grievance,  and  the  Patents  called  in  ,  as  in  the  pro- 
cefs  of  thefe  Letters  may  apppear. 

It  is  obferved  by  Rujl^worth,  that  this  Accufation  rendred 
Sir  Henry  the  lefs  Offender ,  and  that  thereby  he  had  op- 
portunity of  {peaking  ,  that  at  the  Bar  which  he  durrt  not 
fay  in  the  Tower :  declaring  that  he  thought  himfelf  happy 
to  be  fent  to  that  Honourable  Houfe  :  yet  that  fince  Wi(- 
dom  required  time  ,  tho'  Innocence  hath  her  prefent  an- 
fwer  ,  he  defired  fome  time  for  Confideration.  But  added 
v/ithal,  that  the  chief  complaint  againft  him,  was  concern- 
ing the  Patent  of  Gold ,  &.C.  and  that  of  hnes  and  Ofierys  ; 
of  which  laft,  if  he  deferv'd  well  of  bis  Msjeffy  ,  it  vvns  in 
that  Matter,  and  that  the  King  and  the  Subjed:  were  more 
abufed  by  that  Patent,  than  by  any  other ;  for  the  oppof  ng 
of  which,  he  conceiv'd  he  fuiFer'd  at  that  day.  The  King 
being  informed  of  this  Palfage,  came  to  the  Parliament,  and 

jufti^ 
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juftitied  his  Attorneys  moderate  Behaviour^  aiid  Oppofition 
to  the  Profecution  of  the  Inne-keepers,  and  that  he  himfelf 
dhliked  thofe  Proceedings  againft  his  Subjedls :  But  fince 
Tdvsrton  had  taxed  His  Majefty,  that  he  fufFer'd  at  that  day 
for  his  good  fervice  therein ,  he  required  their  Lordiliips 
to  do  him  Juftice,  and  punijli  the  Slander. 

Sir  Henry  Teherton  coming  fhortly  after  before  the  Lords, 
gave  in  a  particular  Anfwer  to  every  Article  of  the  Charge, 
which  he  concluded  with  a  Speech ,  Printed  in  the  firlt 
Volume  of  Rujliworths  Hi^oncal  CoUeHions ,  Pag.  '^2.  repre- 
fenting  his  misfortune  to  lie  under  the  difpleafure  of  fo 
great  a  Favorite  as  Buckingham ;  from  whom  bh  Giles  Mom- 
pejjon  brought  him  a  MelTage  ,  that  he  fliould  not  hold  his 
Place  a  Month,  if  he  did  not  conform  himfelf  better  to  the 
Patent  of  Indies  ;  for  my  Lord  had  obtain'd  it  by  his  Favour , 
and  would  maintain  it  by  his  Po-wer.  And  then  Sums  up  all 
in  thefe  Words. 

'^  Soon  a^ter,  I  found  tht  MeJJage  in  part  made  good  j* 
for  all  the  Profits  almoft  or  my  Place  were  diverted  from 
me,  and  turned  into  an  unufual  Channel,  to  one  of  my 
Lords  Worthies,  that  I  retained  little  more  than  the  name 
of  Atterney.  It  became  fo  ^atal  and  fo  penal ,  that  it  be- 
came aimofl  the  lofs  of  a  Suit  to  come  to  me.  My  Place 
was  but  the  Seat  ot  Winds  and  Tempers. 

'  Howbeit ,  I  dare  fiiy  ,  If  my  Lord  of  Buckingham  had 
but  read  the  Articles  exhibited  in  this  place  againft  Hugh 
Spencer  J  and  had  known  the  danger  of  placing,  and  dif- 
placing  Officers  about  a  King ,  he  would  not  have  pur- 
sued me  with  luch  bitternefs.     But  by  oppofing  my  Lord 
in  this  Patent  of  Innes ,  in  the  Patent  of  Ale-houfes ,    &:c. 
thefe  have  been  my  overthrow  ,  and  for  thefe  I  fuffer  at 
this  day  in  my  Efiate  and  Fortune  ,  (not  meaning  to  fay , 
I  take  it,  but  as  I  know,   and  for  my  hmnble  Oppofiti- 
ons  to  his  Lordfhip)  above  Twenty  Tboufand  Pounds. 
The  King  hearing  of  this  Speech ,  acquainted  the  Lords 
that  he  intended  to  do  himfelf  Juftice  ,  and  repair  the  dif^ 
honour  it  refleded  upon  him  ,    which  they  befought  His 
Majefty  to  leave  to  them  :  Who  without  taking  any  notice 
of  the  Charge ,  exhibited  by  the  Commons  ,    did  upon  the 
i6t:h  of  May  1621  ,  proceed  to  Sentence  ,  and  declared^  that 
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the  faid  Sir  Henry  Teherton,  for  his  Speeches  utter*d  here  in 
Court y  which  do  touch  the  King's  Majefties  Honour ,  ftiall 
be  Fined  to  the  King  in  Ten  thoufand  Marks,  be  Imprifon'd 
during  Pleafure  ,  and  make  Submiflion  to  the  King  :  And 
for  thofe  which  touch'd  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham ,  he 
fhould  be  Fined  5-000  Marks,  &c.  Upon  which  his  Lord- 
fhip  ftood  up,  and  did  freely  remit  him  his,  and  the  Frivcej 
and  the  Houfe  o£  Peers ,  agreed  to  move  his  Majefty  to  mi- 
tigate the  other. 

What  part  of  thefe  Fines  to  the  King  were  forgiven  ,  I 
know  not ,  but  I  conjedure  he  was  foon  after  difcharg'd 
his  Imprifonment ,  and  became  again  a  Pra«5lifer  at  the 
Bar  :  Till  upon  the  firft  of  May  1625' ,  a  Gentleman  from 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  fometime  before,  was  pleas'd 
to  be  reconciled  to  him,  did  without  his  knowledge,  bring 
him  a  Warrant  from  the  King  ,  fignifying  his  pleafure  to 
make  him  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common-Vleas.  In  Order 
whereunto  he  was  made  a  Serjeant,  on  the  loth  of  the  fame 
Month,  Infcribing  upon  his  Rings,  this  Motto,  Stat  Lege 
Corona.  In  this  place  he  remained  till  his  Death  ;  tho'  if 
the  Reports  taken  notice  of  by  Bifliop  Racket ,  in  the  Life 
o^'Dt.  Williams,  Arch-Birtiop  of  2cr>&,  and  fome  Other  Wri- 
ters be  true  ,  he  had  been  made  Lord  Keepr  of  the  Great 
Seifil,  if  the  Duke  o^ Buckingham  had  not  been  cut  off.  The 
Writer  of  a  Pamphlet ,  called  the  Court  and  CharaBer  of 
King  James ,  which  delivers  all  things  at  random  ,•  fays, 
this  Favour  of  the  Dukes  was  prevented  by  the  Judges 
Death,  altho'  he  furvived  the  Duke  above  a  year  and  half: 
But  I  fufped  the  truth  of  the  Relation  in  general ,  not  re- 
membring  to  have  feen  any  thing  of  it ,  in  fome  private 
Letters  of  thofe  Times,  and  Written  by  himfelf  and  Friends. 
Nor  was  it  very  probable  ,  That  a  Perfon  of  his  Moderati- 
©n  and  Integrity  ,  who  lamented  fome  Irregularities  of 
thofe  Times ,    fliould  be  far  advanced  in  them. 

Beginning  to  be  fenfible  of  the  Infirmities  of  Age  ,  he 
concluded  a  Letter,  Written  on  the  17th  of  January  16-^, 
to  a  Perfon  he  much  loved.  And  I  pray  help  me  now 
with  Da'vid's  Prayer,  that  God  will  not  forfake  me  in  mine 
Old  Age,  but  that  the  weaker  I  grow,  the  ftronger  I  may 

be. 
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be  in  him.  And  Sickening  thereupon ,  he  died  at  his 
Houfe  in  Alderfgate-Jlreet ,  upon  the  24th.  of  the  fame 
Month  ,•  and  from  thence  his  Ijody  was  carried  into  Nonh- 
amptonjlure,  and  Buried  in  his  PanAi  Church  of  Eafion  Mau~ 
^Hit  j  in  the  North  Ifle  whereof  his  Son  Eredted  a  Monu- 
ment, with  two  Effigies,  reprefenting  him  and  his  Lady  at 
full  Length,  and  with  an  Infcription  declaring  his  Virtues. 
But  I  fhall  onely  take  notice  of  two  Chara<Sers  ,  which 
cannot  be  fufpe{5ted  of  the  leaft  Partiality  ;  The  firft  given 
by  one  of  bis  own  Profeflion,  and  of  his  own  Times,  and 
which  I  prefume  did  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  them ,  and  is 
found  in  two  Books  of  the  Law,  viz.  in  Hetkys  Reports , 
and  the  other  which  bears  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Keener , 
Littletons  Reports  ,  tho'  I  conceive  it  was  never  Compofed 
by  him. 

'  Aiemorandum  ,  That  upon  Sunday  Morning  ,    being  the 

*  24th.  of  January  i6|| ,  died  Sir  Henry  Telverton  Puifne 
^  J^^i>^  of  the  Common-Pleas ,  who  before  had  been  Attorney. 
'  General  to  King  James,  and  afterwards  incurring  his  dif- 
'  pleafure  ,  was  difplaced  and  cenfured  in  the  Star-Chamber. 
'  He  then  became  a  Pradifer  again  at  the  Bar,  from  which 
'  he  was  advanced  by  King  Charles  to  be  a  Judge.  He  was 
^  a  Man  of  profound  Knowledge  in  the  Common  Laws , 
^  and  Ingenious  and  Eloquent  in  Expreflion  ,•  and  for  his 

*  Life  of  great  Integrity  and  Piety  ,  and  his  Death  univer- 

*  fally  bewailed. 

The  other  is  part  of  a  fhort  Preface  to  his  Reports,  Pub^ 
li/hed  by  Serjeant  Wildt ,  a  little  after  the  Reftauration  of 
King  Charles  the  IL 

'  To  the  Reftitution  of  the  Laws  (which  this  Age  hath 
^  moft  happily  attain'd)  we  Confecrate  thefe  Monumental 
'  Remains  of  Sir  Henry  Teherton  ;  a  Perfon  of  fo  compleat  a 
'Judgment,  and  renowned  Abilities  in  this  moft  Honoura- 

*  ble  Science,  advantaged  by  the  Times ,   wherein  he  both,. 

*  pradis'd  and  Judged,  which  were  Learned,  and  ennobled 

*  by  many  eminent  Sages  of  the  Law  his  Contemporaries ;, 

*  that  we  fliall  not  need  to  diret^  your  Acceptance  of  thefe 
*^  his  Judicious  ColleSlions,  which  his  own  exquifite  Pen  hath, 
'  commended  to  the  World,  &c, 

I. 
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I  hope  the  midakes  of  fome  Authors ,  relating  to  this 
Gentleman  ,  and  the  Falfities  contained  in  the  Court  and 
CharaHer  oiYJmg  James,  will^  from  what  I  have  faid  ,  ap- 
pear fo  vifibie  to  any  one  ^that  fhall  have  the  Inclination 
to  perufe  (o  loole  a  Writer  ,  that  I  need  not  trouble  the 
Reader  with  a  more  particular  Confutation. 

By  Margaret,  the  Daughter  of  Robert  Beak,  Efq;  Clerk 
of  the  Council  to  Queen  Eliz^ahetb,  and  Edith  St.  Barhe,  Sift- 
er to  the  Lady  JValfmgham  ;  he  had  among  other  Children, 
his  Son  and  Heir  Chrifiopher,  Knighted  in  162;  ,  and  made 
a  Baronet  in  1641  :  Who  by  Jnne  the  youngeft  Daughter 
of  Sir  William  Tvjyfclen  of  Eafi-Veckham  in  Kent  _,  Knight  and 
Baronet,  left  Sir  Henry  Teherton;  his  onely  Son :  Who  recei- 
ving his  Academical  Education,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  IVil^ 
kins,  the  eminent  Warden  of  Wadbam  Colledge  in  Oxford  , 
did,  towards  the  end  of  the  late  Times  of  Confufion,  receive 
into  the  care  of  himfelf  and  Family,  Dr.  Moreton,  Bifliop  of 
Durham  ;  feeing  that  his  extreme  Age ,  and  great  Labours 
for  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  the  Church  o^  England , 
could  not  proted  him  from  the  Troubles ,  the  reft  of  his 
Order  underwent.  But  Sir  Henry  having  fhewn  himfelf  to 
be  a  Gentleman  of  great  Worth  ,  and  as  great  Learning  as 
moft  of  that  rank  in  the  Nation  ,  was  taken  off"  in  Oclober 
1670,  in  the  prime  of  his  Years ;  yet  continues  ftill  to  live 
in  the  Perfon  of  his  Son  ,  who  in  the  Right  of  his  Mother, 
the  Daughter  and  Heir  of  Charles  Longue^uiUe ,  Lord  Grey 
of  Ruthyn ,  became  intituled  to  that  Honour,  and  by  the 
.  Favour  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  Vifcount  de  Longue^ville. 

Having  now  done  with  this  large  Digreftion  ,  I  {hall  for 
the  future  confine  my  felf  clofer,  to  the  fubjedl  matter  of 
thefe  Letters.  Thofe  which  were  written  in  January  and 
February  161 5",  relate  much  to  the  Treafons ,  of  which  one 
Teacham  and  Owen  were  accufed.  Teachams  Crime  was  for 
inferting  feveral  Treafonable  Paffages  in  a  Sermon  ,  never 
Preach'd,  nor  as  Mr.  Jufiice  Croke  faith  ,  ever  intended  to 
be  Preached ,  but  onely  fet  down  in  Writings ,  and  found 
in  his  Study.  His  Majefty  defiring  to  know  the  Opinions 
of  fome  of  the  Jad:;es ,  before  he  was  judicially  proceeded 
againft,  the  chief  Juftice  Coj^e  was  not  prevailed  upon  to 

give 
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give  his,  without  much  difficulty,  (as  will  appear  there- 
ir)  as  a  thing  unufual ,  and  which  he  fear'd  might  be  of 
ill  confequence.  But  tho'  Peacham  was  Indided  and  found 
guilty  ,  yet  he  was  not  Executed.  Jud^e  Crch  obferving 
in  his  Reports  of  the  Time  ot'  King  Charles,  Pag.  125-.  that 
many  of  the  Judges  were  of  Opinion,  chat  it  was  not  High- 
Treafon.  How  much  harder  Fate,  a  Gentleman  of  Quality 
and  Learning  fufFer'd,  not  many  years  fince,  in  a  cafe  not 
unlike,  I  need  not  remember,  the  Legiflature  of  the  Nation 
having  done  it  by  reverfing  the  Judgment. 

The  other  Cafe  was  that  oi  Owen  ,  o^  Godficwe  in  Oxford- 
fljire,  who  returning  out  of  Spam,  did  not  oncly  affirm,  but 
inforce  with  Reafons,  a  Do6lrine,  which  'tis  probable  Sua- 
rez, ,  and  fome  other  Jefuits  had  dilTeminated  in  that  Coun- 
try, That  If  the  King  were  excowrnunicated  and  depr'roed  by  the 
Pope  ,  it  was  lawful  for  any  Perfon  to  kill  him.  This  being  a. 
Pofition  in  direct  Terms,  contrary  to  the  late  Oath  o'f  Alle- 
gance,  and  of  dangerous  confequence  ,  if  believed  and  pro- 
pagated ,•  it  was  thought  necelfary  that  he  fhould  be  made 
an  Example.  And  accordingly  in  Eafcr-Term  161^  ,  he 
was  Profecuted  and  Convicted  in  the  Kings-Bench  :  My 
Lord  Coke  and  the  other  Judges  of  that  Court  declaring. 
That  it  v/as  High  Treafon  ,  within  the  Statute  oF  the  2)-th. 
Year  of  Edward  the  IIT.  great  part  of  the  Charge  Sir  Fran- 
ces Bacon  delivered  againft  him  at  his  Trial,  is  extant  in  the 
Refufcitatio,  pag.  67. 

From  the  Court  of  Kings-Bench  ,  the  fame  Letters  lead 
me  to  the  Court  of  Star-Chamber.  For  a  Parliament  having 
been  convened  in  the  year  1614,  and  the  King's  Expe6ta- 
tion  of  Supplies  defeated  by  the  Keats  oi  fome  of  the  Low- 
er-Houfe,  which  hailened  a  DilTolution  ^  Several  of  the 
Nobility  and  Clergy  about  London,  m.ade  at  leaftja  feeming, 
voluntary  Prefint  to  the  King  ,  which  the  Council  taking 
notice  of,  and  being  willing  to  encourage  fuch  an  Exam- 
plCj  and  make  it  more  diffufive  ,•  they  writ  Letters  to  the 
Sheriffs  ,  and  J-tifiices  of  Peace  ot  the  Counties ,  and  Ma- 
giflrates  of  feveral  Corporations,  informing  them  what  had 
been  done  above,  and  how  acceptable  and  feafonable  the 
Bounty  of  his  Subjedls  would  be  to  the  King  and  his  Occa- 
fions :  But  without  any  Claufes  of  Gompulfion,  or  requir- 
ing 
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kig  or  returning  of  the  Names  of  fuch  as  fliould  refufc* 
Among  others ,  one  was  (lire<5i:ed  to  the  Mayor  o^ Marlbo- 
rough in  Jv'>l:flnre,  where  Mr.  Oliver  St.  John  ,  a  Gentleman 
of  an  ancient  Family  was  then  refiding  :  Who  being  con- 
fulted  thereupon  ,  he  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Mayor ,  upon 
the  nth.  oi'OMer  1614.  (which  is  Printed  in  the  Cabala, 
pag.  9;  3-)  reprefenting  to  him ,  that  th\s  Benevolence  wslI 
againft  the  Laws ,  Reafon  ,  and  Religion  :  Infinuating  , 
That  the  King  by  promoting  the  fame  had  violated  his 
Coronation  Oath  ^  and  that  by  fuch  means  as  thefe  King  . 
Richard  the  IL  had  given  an  opportunity  to  Henry  IV.  to 
deprive  him  of  his  Crown  ,♦  defiring,  if  he  thought  fit,  to 
communicate  his  Sentiments  to  the  Jtifiices ,  who  were  to 
meet  about  the  Benevolence.  For  this  adion,  Mr.  St.  John 
was  Profecuted  in  the  Star-Chamber ,  and  upon  the  i  jth  of 
April  161^,  the  Caufe  was  brought  to  a  Hearing,  as  ap- 
pears by  Sir  Francis  Bacons  Letter  of  that  date  In  this 
Court,  which  was  Compos'd  of  a  great  many  Lords  of  the 
Council ,  the  chief  Juflices  and  chief  Baron  •  fome  o^  them 
thought,  that  this  Oifence  was  of  a  higher  Nature  than  a 
Contempt ;  But  they  all  agreed.  That  this  Benevolence ,  as 
it  was  circumflanced,  was  not  reftrain'd  by  any  of  the  Adts 
of  Parliament  J  which  Prohibits  that  fort  of  Taxation  ,  and 
that  the  Defendant  fliould  be  Fined  jooo  /.  Imprifon'd  du^ 
ring  the  King's  Pleafure,  and  make  Submiflion  in  Writing, 
which  he  accordingly  did. 

In  the  fuccceding  Reign^  this  Matter  was  carried  on  with 
a  much  higher  Hand.  For  upon  Comjnijjlons  winch  were 
given  out ,  to  raife  Money  by  a  Loane ,  according  to  the 
Valuations  of  Eftates :  Several  Gentlemen  of  Quality  were 
Imprifon'd  for  refufing  to  Subfcribe  thereunto  ,  and  among 
others  Sir  Thotnas  JVentworth ,  afterwards  the  eminent  Earl 
o^  Strafford.  And  the  whole  Proceeding  was  fo  ill  refent- 
ed  by  the  Commons ,  and  as  it  were  denounced  againft  by 
Sir  Edward  Coke  ,  that  it  was  condemned  and  declared  ille- 
gal in  the  Petition  of  Rights  prefented  to  King  Charles  ,  and 
Eftablilhed  by  Ad  o[ Parliament ,  in  the  Third  Year  of  his 
>Reign. 

But 
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Bat  the  entrance  of  the  year  i6i  ^,  was  moft  remarkable 
for  the  Declenfion  of  the  Earl  of  Somnfets  Favours  and 
Fortunes,  and  the  appearance  of  a  New-Star  in  Court,  that 
was  loon  after  difplay'd  with  a   much  greater  Luftre.     I 
fhail  not  pretend   to  determine  whether  it  was  defign  or 
chance  ,  that  firft  placed  Mr.  George  ViUkrs  in  the  Eye  and 
Obfervation  ot  the  King,-  but  it's  very  evident  that  he  foon 
became,  and  long  continued  an  agreeable  Objed.    He  was 
the  fecond  Son  of  Sir  George  VHUers  o[  Brokesby,  in  the  Coun- 
ty ofLeicefier,  by  M.irj  his  fecond  Wife  ,  Daughter  o{  An- 
thony Beaumont  o^ Cole  Orton,   Efq,*  both  Names  of  Norman 
Extraction,  and  of  great  Antiquity  in  the  faid  County  ;  fo 
that  one  would  have  thought ,  that  his  greateft  Enemies 
would  have  allow'd  him  a  gentile  Defcent  from  both  his 
Parents.     With  what  fwiftnefs  he  rofe  in  the  King's  Af- 
feclions ,    it  will   be    eafie    difcover'd  by    obferving    the 
Times,  in  which   Ho7iours  and   Offices  were  confer'd  upon 
him  :  But  I  fhall  oneiy  touch  upon  the  moft  confiderablc. 
Upon  the  z^th.  o?  April  this  year  ,  he  was  Knighted  ,  and 
made  one  ot  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Bed-Chamber,  and  Maft- 
er  ot  the  Horfe  in  January  following  ,•  and  again  upon  the 
fame  day  oi  April,  in  the  next  year.  Elected  into  the  So- 
ciety of  Knights  of  the  Garter,  created  Baron  Blechely ,  and 
Vifcount  Villiers ,    in  the  fucceeding  Augu(i  ;    which  Title 
was  foon  conceal'd  by  that  of  Earl,  given  in  January  161  f, 
o^ Marquis,  a  year  after,  and  laftly  of  Duke  of  Buckingham 
in   1625  ,•    having   fome    years    before    been   conftituted 
Lord  Chief  Jufiice  in  Eyre  of  all  the  Forefis ,  and  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  England. 

It  will  not  be  eafie  to  give  any  juft  Character  of  this  No- 
ble Perfcn,  to  whom  very  many  of  the  following  Letters  are 
addrelTed,  which  fhall  not  even  at  this  Diftance  of  Time  be 
lyable  to  much  Exception.  For  they,  who  fhall  confider 
him  as  a  young  Gentleman  of  the  moft  exquifite  Compofiti- 
on  q\  Bcdy,  of  a  Beautiful  yet  Manly  Countenance,  of  a 
Nature  Noble  and  Munificent,  Faithful  to  his  Friends,  In- 
dulgent and  Bountiful  to  his  Servants  and  Followers  ,•  who 
fhall  confider  him  not  onely  in  the  Favour  of  two  Succef- 
five  Kings,  but  of  the  Farliament  alfo  after  his  Return  from 
Spai?)  •  when  he  receiv'd  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
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mons^  for  breaking  off  a  Treaty  of  Marriage^  fo  long  carri- 
ed on  in  Delufion  of  the  King,  and  Difcontent  to  the  Peo- 
ple^will  have  Idea's  of  him  far  differing  from  thofe  who  jhall 
only  behold  him  Painted  out  in  the  Colours  of  the  id  Parlia- 
ment of  K.  Charles. By  which  he  is  reprefented  as  Guilty  of  ac- 
cumulating many  Honours  and  Places  of  Truft  and  Profit/ome 
of  them  improper  for  a  Perfon  of  fo  young  an  Age  ,•  others 
inconvenient  in  one  Hand,  if  not  incompatible  ,•  ol:  divert- 
ing fo  great  a  proportion  both  of  Lands  and  Money  of  the 
Crown,  from  the  publick   Service,  to  his,  or  his  Friends  ■ 
private  advantage  ;  and  of  many  other  offences  particularly 
fet  forth  in  their   Impeachment.     And  laftly   of  mifcarrying 
afterwards  in  the  Relief  ot  Rochelle,  by  fome  attributed  to 
his  want  of  Condudl,  or  to  worfe  Principles ;  whereby  fo 
great  a  Blow  was  given  to  the  Intereft  ot  the  Reformed  Re- 
ligion in  France.     All  which   raifed   fo  Popular  an  Odium 
upon  him,  that  tho'  he  better  efcaped  the  Zeal  of  two  Par- 
liaments by   their   fudden  Diffolutions,  than  probably  he 
would  have  done  by  his  Trial  and  Anfwers,  how  effe(5lual 
foever  they  might  be  thought ;  yet  he  feems  to  have  fallen 
upon  the  2  5d  of  Auguft  1628  ,  as  a  ViAim  to  the  Rage  of 
the  People,  tho'  a  hngle  and  a  difcontented  Hand  gave  the 
ftroke  that  put  a  Period  to  his  Life,  when  he  had  juft  com- 
pleated  the  36th  year  of  his  Age. 

Having  thus  briefly  run  over  the  Caufes  of  the  Fall  of  this 
Great  Favourite,  I  am  by  the  Courfe  of  many  of  the  follow- 
ing Letters  written  in  the  latter  end  of  the  Year  1615-,  and 
the  beginning  of  the  next,  obliged  to  look  into  the  chief, 
if  not  onely  caufe  of  the  Fate  and  Ruine  of  his  Vredecejjor. 
They  relate  very  much  the  Cautions  that  were  to  be  ob- 
ferv'd,  and  the  meafurcs  that  were  to  be  taken  before  the 
Earl  of  Somerfety  and  his  Ladj,  were  to  be  brought  to  their 
Trials  for  the  Impoyfoning  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury.  This  is 
a  Story  well  known  in  the  general,  yet  perhaps  I  may  not 
difpleafe  the  Reader,  to  lay  before  his  view  a  particular  ac- 
count of  this  Tragedy. 

For  which  purpofe  it  will  be  neceffary  to  look  back  a 
few  years,  wherein  we  (hall  find  Sir  Robert  Carre  a  young 
Gentleman  of  Scotland  (landing  in  great  Favour  with  the 
King,  Created  Vifcount  Rc'f/'f/c",  and  not  long  after  Earl 
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of  Somerfet.  But  if  the  King  difcharg'd  his  Secrets  and  Cares 
into  the  Bofom  of  this  Lord,  his  Lord/hip  repos'd  himfelf 
to  a  great  degree  in  the  Advice  and  Friendftiip  of  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury.  He  was  Son  to  Sir  Nicholas  Overbury  of  Bourton 
upon  the  Hill  in  Gloucefier^ire  ,•  Educated  at  ^teens-College  in 
Oxford^  and  in  the  Middle-Temple  in  London  ,•  of  which  So- 
ciety his  Father  was  one  of  the  Governours.  After  Ibme 
time  fpeJit  beyond  the  Seas,  he  was  at  his  return  look'd  up- 
on as  endued  with  Excellent  Parts,  both  natural  and  ac- 
quired, and  with  Wifdom  and  Knowledge  above  his  years. 
The  Lord  Rochefier  imbraced  him  with  fo  entire  aFriendfhip, 
that  exercifing  (by  his  Majefty's  fpecial  Favour^  the  Office 
of  Secretary  Provifionally,  he  not  onely  communicated  to 
Sir  Thomas  the  Secrets,  but  many  times  committed  to  him 
the  Packets  and  Letters  unopen'd  before  they  had  been  peru- 
fed  by  the  King  or  himfelf,  which  as  it  prevail'd  too  much 
upon  his  early  years,  fb  as  to  make  him  in  the  opinion  of 
fome  thought  haughty  and  ambitious^yet  he  was  fo  far  from 
violating  his  Truft  and  Confidence,  that  he  remains  now  an 
Example,  among  others,  that  have  fuffer'd  in  their  Perfons, 
or  their  Fortunes,  for  a  Freedom  of  Advice,  which  none 
but  fincere  Friends  will  give,  and  many  are  fuch  ill  Friends 
to  themfelves,  as  not  to  receive.  The  occafion  whereof 
was  this : 

My  Lord  of  EJJex  having  been  Married  very  young  unto 
the  Lady  Frances  Howard  Daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk^ 
was  lent  abroad  for  fome  years  ,♦  and  returning  about  the 
time  he  came  of  full  Age,  to  enjoy  his  Plentiful  Eltate,  and 
beautiful  Wife  ,•  he  found  notwithltanding  all  his  kind- 
nefs  to  her  ,  her  AfFedlions  alienated  from  him,  and  placed 
in  fo  high  a  degree  upon  the  Perfon  of  the  Lord  Rochefier, 
that  ftie  ufed  all  the  arts  her  felf,  or  wicked  afliftants  could 
invent,  to  render  Ejfex  as  cool  and  impotent  towards  her,  as 
flie  was  indifferent  to  him.  It  was  no  difficulty  for  her  to 
obtain  the  lore  of  the  other  young  Lord,  but  how  to  re- 
move a  Husband  fhe  hated,  and  obtain  for  a  Husband  the 
Man  fbe  loved,  required  the  skill  and  condu(5l  of  her  Uncle 
the  Old  Earl  of  Northampton,  a  Man  of  Great  Learning,  and 
fince  the  King's  Acceflion  to  the  Crown  in  great  Favour  : 
which  was  efFe(^ed  in  this  manner. 

(  e  2  )  Com« 
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Complaint  being  made  on  the  behalf  of  the  Countefs^ 
that  tho  fhe  had  been  long  married^  fhe  had  not  enjoy'd  the 
Comforts  of  the  Conjugal  Bed.  The  Archbilbop  ot  Canter- 
bury  with  fome  other  Biflwps  and  Cknl  Lawjers^  were  Dele- 
gated to  examine  into  the  validity  of  her  Proofs  and  Alle- 
gation.    The  Earl  whether  or  no  wearied  with  his  Wife,  or 
really  become  by  tlieir  Contrivances,  Imbecillm  quoad   Hanc^ 
did  not  much  conteft  the  Matter,  fo  that  by  the  Majority 
of  the  Commiffioners  the  Marriage  was  declared  NuU,  and 
the  Parties  at  liberty  to  Marry  again.     But  the  Archbifljop  _ 
and  fome  others  dilTenting,  this  Affair   did  not  pafs  over 
without  the  Cenfure  of  the  Times.    Herein  Sir  Tloomas  Over- 
bury,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  averfe  to  the  Houfe  ot  the 
Howards,  a^ed  the  Part  of  a  true  Friend  with  greater  Free- 
dom than  fecurity  to  himfelf  j  Dehorting  the  Lord  Rochefier 
from   Marrying  this  Lady,  with   many   Reafons  ^  Ibme  of 
them  refleding  upon  her,  all  of  them  tending  to  fruftrate 
her  Defigns  :  It  turned  her  Rage  and  Anger  into  Fury,  not 
to  be  fatiated  but  with  his  Death.  Tho'  the  procuring  there- 
of, coft  her  felf  and  Friends  much  trouble  in  the  end,  and 
left  an  ill  ftain  upon  the  memory  of  the  Earl  of  Northamp- 
ton. 

Many  ways  were  propofed  for  the  removing  of  Overbury 
which  were  not  approved  :  That  agreed  to,  was  the  Kings 
naming  him  for  Ambaffador  into  RaJJla,  which  whilft  he 
was  preparing  to  undertake,  the  Lord  Rochefier  does  diifwade 
him  from  accepting,  and  at  the  fame  time  reprefents  to  the 
King  his  Refufal  as  fo  great  a  Contempt,  that  he  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower  upon  the  21.  of  Jpril  161 3.  The  Lieu- 
tenant being  thereupon  remov'd,  and  Sir  Gcrvafe  Elwayes  put 
into  his  Place,  who  together  with  Tfefion  a  new  Under- 
Keeper  were  likely  to  be  more  fubfervient  to  their  Ends. 
The  Poor  Gentleman  who  ought  to  have  been  fafe  under 
the  Cuftody  of  the  Law,  is  kept,  as  Sir  Francis  Bacon  ob- 
ferves,  in  a  Prifon,  open  to  his  Enemies,  and  clofed  to  his 
Friends,  being  denied  the  Comfort  of  his  Father,  and  near 
Relations,  or  the  ufe  of  a  Servant,  who  defired  to  perform 
his  Duty  at  the  lofs  of  his  own  Liberty.  He  was  not  under 
this  Conf^raint  above  two  Days,  when  Wefion,  by  diredlion^ 
gives  him  Poyfon  in  his  Broth,  which  he  repeats  from  time 
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to  time  in  his  Tarts  and  other  Meats  ;  (o  that  his  Talk  % 
made  a  fnare  unto  him.  But  he  being  young  and  of  a  healthy 
Conftitution  by  the  frequent  ufe  of  Poyfon,  began  to  refift 
the  force  of  Poyfon^  fo  that  Wefion ^who  had  been  an  Apo- 
thecaries Man,  being  upbraided  for  not  doing  his  Work  ^ 
faid,  he  had  given  him  enough  to  have  killed  twenry  Men. 
At  length  after  he  bad  been  deluded  with  fome  Hopes  of 
Deliverance,  but  really  purfued  and  chaced  near  to  Death, 
a  Glifter  compounded  ot  rank  Poyfons,  adminiftrcd  under 
pretence  of  eafe,  put  an  end  with  much  Torment  to  his 
miferable  Life,  upon  the  next  day,  being  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember 1615. 

In  this  manner  fell  Sir  Thomas  Overhury,  worthy  of  a  lon- 
ger Life,  and  of  a  better  Fate.  And,  it  I  may  compare 
Private  Men  with  Princes,  like  Germanicm  Cafar  ;  both  by 
Poyfon  procured  by  the  malice  of  a  Woman,  and  about  the 
33d  years  of  their  age.  Both  celebrated  for  their  Skill  and 
Judgment  in  Poetry,  their  Learning  and  Wifdom.  But  all 
appear'd  with  a  greater  Luftre  in  Germanicus,(rom  the  height 
ot  his  Birth  and  Valour,  and  Felicity  in  War,  and  that  lin- 
gular fweetnefs  of  Difpofition,  which  drew  upon  him  the 
Love  of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  even  of  their  Enemies. 
The  other  a  Gentleman  of  an  Ancient  Family,  has  had 
fomc  Blemilli  charged  upon  his  Charader,  through  the  too 
great  ambition,  if  not  infolence  of  his  Temper. 

Among  other  of  his  Compofitions  which  are  in  Profe,  he 
writ  a  little  Foem  concerning  the  Choice  of  a  f^lfe,  which  I 
fuppofe  was  chiefi}'  defigned  for  the  fervice  of  his  Lord.  It 
was  Printed  in  his  Life-time,  and  feveral  times  after  his 
Death,  with  many  Commendatory  Verfes,  upon  the  Author 
and  the  Book,  of  which  number  was  Ben.  Johnfon  ;  which 
with  the  manner  of  his  Death,  gave  occafion  to  one  of  his 
Friends,  to  write  the  following  Lines,  which  I  have  {qqti 
under  his  Pidure. 

A  Mans  hefi  Fortune,  or  his  worfi's,  a  Wife. 
Tet  7,  who  knew  nor  Marriage  Joys^  nor  Strife y 
Live  hy  a  Good,  hy  a  Bad  one  lofi  my  Life. 

Buc 
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But  tho'  this  work  of  Darknefs  lay  conceal'd  for  feme 
time,  through  the  management  of  the  Parties  concerned, 
and  the  Verdid  of  the  Corowf r's  Jury,  finding  that  Sir  Thomas 
died  a  Natural  Death,-  yet  the  Murmur,  if  not  Ti'o/i;^  of  the 
Teople,  by  whom  he  was  generally  beloved  living,  and  la- 
mented dead,  did  ftill  prelerve  the  fufpicions  that  he  came 
to  a  Bafe  and  untimely  end.  Which  was  fully  proved  about 
two  years  alter  his  Death,  and  almoft  as  much  as  Rochefier 
now  made  Earl  of  Somerfet,  was  Married  to  the  Lady  ; 
which  Ceremony  was  celebrated  at  Court  with  all  imagin-. 
able  Joy  and  Splendor,  upon  the  Sixth  of  December  in  the 
fame  year. 

The  means  of  the  Difcovery  of  this  Murder  being  re- 
ported various,  I  fiiall  mention  but  one ,  as  fuppofmg 
it  the  true  one ,  being  infilled  on  by  Sir  Francts 
Bacon,  at  the  Trial  of  the  Lady  Somerfet,  and  related  in  the 
Hiftory  written  by  the  Earl's  Country-man  Archbiftiop 
Spotfwood.  The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  recommending  Sir  Ger- 
'vas  Elwajs  as  a  Gentleman  of  Quality  and  good  fenfe  to  the 
acquaintance  of  a  certain  Nobleman,  was  told  by  him  that 
nothing  detradled  fo  much  from  his  Reputation  as  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  his  being  concern'd  in  the  Death  of  his  Prifoner, 
and  wiihed  he  could  clear  himfelf  Upon  notice  there- 
of^ Sir  Gervafe  to  get  the  ftart  of  any  other  Informati- 
on, acquainted  them  both,  that  indeed  he  had  cafually  dif- 
cover'd  JVefions  Intentions  to  Poyfon  Sir  Thomas,  but  that  he 
had  made  him  fo  fenfible  of  his  Crime,  as  that  falling  upon 
his  Knees,  he  ferioufly  profeffed  that  he  would  never  at- 
tempt it  more.  And  that  JVefion  being  fet  on  by  Perfons  in 
great  Favour  at  Court,  he  could  not,  without  great  danger 
to  himfelf,  reveal  the  Defign.  This  he  alfo  urged  at  his 
Trial,  as  if  he  was  onely  Guilty  of  a  Mifprifion.  But  all 
Circumftanccs  being  weighed,  which  evinced  he  went  far- 
ther than  a  bare  knowledge,  and  at  laft  a  Paper  produced 
under  his  own  Hand,  fo  confounded  him,  that  it  quickly 
put  an  end  to  his  Defence.  So  that  at  his  Death,  which  he 
refolutely  and  pioufly  fufFer'd,  he  frankly  acknowledg'd  his 
Crime. 

When 
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When  this  matter  began  to  take  ah* ,  the  Earl  of  Somerfet 
applied  himfelf  to  Sir  Robert  Cotton  ^  a  Gentleman ^  whofc 
Name  muft  always  be  Sacred,  for  his  Great  Learning,  and 
greater  care  and  charge  in  colledling  that  incomparable 
Treafure  contain'd  in  his  Library ;  as  his  worthy  Grandfon 
Sir  John  receives  the  applaufe  of  the  prefent  age  for  his  fo 
generoufly  perpetuating  the  fame  by  a  late  Atft  of  Parlia- 
ment. Sir  Robert  could  not  refufe  to  give  a  Friend  his  beft 
advice  upon  fuch  an  unhappy  Occafion,  which  was  to  fe- 
cure  all  by  a  large  Pardon,  according  to  fome  Prcfidents  he 
then  produced.  For  thefe  confultations,  as  we  are  inform- 
ed in  his  Life ,  prefix'd  the  Catalogue  of  his  Manufcript  ; 
and  for  fome  other  things  appearing  in  thefe  Letters^  he  was 
committed  to  the  Cuftody  of  an  Alderman  oi  London ^  and 
often  Examin'd,  but  difcharg'd  without  the  leaft  Imputation 
of  being  concern'd  in  Somerfets  Guilt. 

The  Kin^  on  the  other  Hand,  with  a  zeal  becoming  him 
as  the  Head  and  Fountain  of  Jufticc,  commanded  the  Chief 
Juftice  Coke  to  fearch  the  Bufmefs  to  the  bottom  ,•  which  he 
performed  ,  declaring  that  he  had  taken  three  hundred 
Examinations  therein,  but  finding  Great  Perfons  concern'd, 
he  procured  others  of  Great  Quality  to  be  joined  in  Com- 
mijjlon  with  him.  And  upon  the  19th  of  OBober,  Wefion  the 
Principal  was  brought  to  his  Trial  j  but,  according  to  In- 
ftruciions,  as  was  fuppos'd,  he  refus'd  to  plead  to  the  Indict- 
ment. The  Judges  who  threatned  him  with  the  feverity  the 
Law  inflicts  upon  thofe  who  will  not  fubmit  to  the  Law,  yet 
thought  it  beft  to  defer  any  further  Proceedings  for  a  fev/ 
Days.  In  which  time,  by  the  means  of  fome  Eminent  Di- 
vines he  was  brought  to  a  better  Temper,  and  confefEng  the 
Fact,  was  Executed  fiiortly  after  at  Tyburn. 

The  Earl  of  Somerfet,  whom  it  concern'd  to  have  this 
Confeflion  invalidated,  v/as  not  fallen  fo  low,  but  that  he 
had  fome  Gentlemen  of  Quality,  the  one  by  a  Bookj  the 
others  by  ^lejlions  propofed  to  Wefion  at  his  Death,  fought 
to  make  him  recede  from  what  he  had  declared.  For  which 
offence  they  were  upon  the  Tenth  of  November  Profecuted 
in  i\\Q  Star 'Chamber,  and  the  Particulars  thereof  reprefented 
by  Sir  Francis  Bacon  in  his  Speech  Printed  in  the  Refufcitatio,.. 
^ag.  72 »  Soon  after  Mrs.  Turner  the  Procurer,  Frankljn  the 
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preparer^  and  Sir  Gervas  Ehvays  the  Approver  of  this  Ira- 
poyfonment,  fuffcr'd  the  lame  Fate  with  Wefion.  And  a- 
bout  the  fame  time  this  Lord  was  committed  to  the  Tcwer, 
and  his  Lady,  being  Great  with  Child,  to  private  Cuftody  ,• 
for  which  reafon,  and  fome  other  intervening  Occafions, 
they  were  not  tried  till  May  1616.  On  the  24th  of  which 
Month  the  Lady  Sojjierfet  was  brought  before  the  Lord  Chan- 
ceUor,  being  then  Lord  High  Ste'ward,  and  feveral  other  Peers 
appointed  to  pafs  upon  her  •  and  being  Indided  as  Accefla- 
ry  before  the  Fact,  me  with  many  Tears  conteffec  her  Guilt; 
And  being  further  asked  what  (he  had  to  fay  why  Judge- 
ment of  Death  iliould  not  be  pronounced?  She  seplied.  That 
jhe  had  nothing  to  fay  for  her  felf,  kit  a  great  dt^cJ  .-.gainfi  herfelf: 
Onely  that  Jhe  implored  the  Ki;?'.  Mercy,  arid  that  their 
Lordihips  would  be  her  Mediators. 

Her  Youth,  her  Beauty,  her  Sex,  and  Cu-^lity,  which 
moved  Compaflion  in  the  Spectators,  who  orlie.  wile  dereft- 
ed  her  Crime  ,  could  not  be  lefs  prevalei't  v\ii:h  the  Nobili- 
ty. The  King  inferting  in  the  Pi  c:ace  to  the  tntent  o  her 
Vardon,  the  Interceffion  of  the  Lords,  as  a  re^ifon  ot  his 
Clemency,  as  well  as  the  malice  of  il'  Agents  c^.bout  her, 
and  the  fatisfadion  that  already  had  been  made  to  Ju- 
ftice. 

The  next  day  her  Lord  aded  his  difaftrous  Part  upon  the 
fame  ftage  ;  and  as  he  had  continued  obftinate  hitherto,per- 
fifting  in  his  Innocency,  fo  he  now  pleaded  not   Guilty. 
But  after  a  Trial  of  many  Hours,  he  was   Convided.  and 
Sentence  given  againft  him.     The  King  pardon'd  him  as  to 
his  Life  alfo,  and  in  the  year  1621    releas'd  them  both  out 
of  the  Tower,  till  which  time,  and  in  which  place  they  had 
fuffer'd   Imprifonment,  thereby  verifying  the  Predi(5lion  of 
Overbury  fent  to  this  Lord,  That    he  JJjould   repent    that   in  the 
Tower,   which    he    bad  co'/nmitted  ngainjl   him  hei^ig  a  Prifoner 
there.     But  how  merciful  fo  ever  the  King  appear'd  in  ab- 
folving  of  thefe  Noble  Perfons  ,    it  has  given    occafion  to 
fome  others ,    to  reried:  upon  the  Imprecations  he  is  re- 
ported to  have  laid  upon  himfelf  and  Poftericy,  if  he  fpa- 
red  any  Perfon,  how  great  fcever  concerned  in  this  Mur- 
der. 

There 
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There  are  many  Books  extant,  from  which  I  have  extra- 
ded  this  Narration,  but  no  part  pleas'd  me  better  than  the 
Eloquent  Speeches  made  by  Sir  Francis  Bacon  then  Attorney 
General  at  the  Trials  of  the  Earl  and  Counrefs  of  Somcrfet^ 
and  no  where  corredly  Printed  that  I  know  of,  but  in  iiis 
Remains  V\i\i\\{\n.Q,A  i6-jc).  Tho' they  deferve  a  Place  among 
his  other  Orations  contained  in  the  Rejltfcitatio. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Chief  JulHce  Coke  let  fall  fome 
words  at  the  Trial  ot  Sir  Thomas  Mounfon,  (for  being  Accef- 
iary  to  Overburfs  Death, jand  com.mitced  fome  things  previ- 
ous to  that  of  Somerfet'sj  which  gave  great  offence  at  Court  ; 
fo  that  his  difgrace  being  foon  perceiv'd.  Sir  Francis  Bacon 
takes  that  opportunity  to  fend  him  a  large  and  feafonable 
Letter  oi  Advice  ,  Printed  in  this  Colledion,  Numb.  70. 
with  all  the  Corrednefs  I  was  able  to  give  it.  Thcfe  things 
being  aggravated  with  fome  other  Proceedings  asdifplcafing, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  deprived  him  of  his  Place 
beiore  the  expiration  of  the  fame. 

The  Firjt  1  jhall  take  notice  of,  was  occafion'd  through 
the  great  difference  which  arofe  between  the  Lord  Chancellor , 
and  the  Lord  Chief  Jujllce,  concerning  the  Jurifdi^lion  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery^  and  the  Kings-Bench^  which  was  moved 
upon  this  account.  One  Mr.  Ccurteney  fuing  in  the  Chancery 
to  be  reliev'd  againfl  a  Judgement  obtain'd  at  the  Common 
Law  ^  an  Indidment  for  a  'Pramimire  grounded  upon  the 
Statute  27  Ed.  5.  ca^.  i.  was  prefer'd,  againfl:  him  and  his 
Agents,  in  the  Kings-Bejjch  at  the  end  of  Hillary-Term,  i6i|. 
Tho'  the  Jury  refus'd  to  fmd  the  Bill,  yet  thereupon  fprung 
that  contended  Quefiion,  Whether  by  "Jirtue  of  the  faid  Statute, 
and  that  of  the  fourth  year  ofYi^n,  4.  f^p.3.  ?/!?(?  Chancery,  after 
Judgement  giz/en  in  the  Courts  <j/Law,  -was  prohibited  from  gi^ 
■ving  Relief  upon  matters  arifing  in  EfHity  •  which  the  Judges  at 
Laiv  could  not  determine  or  relieve.  The  attempt  made  upon 
this  Great  Court  was  not  more  grievous  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, than  the  manner  of  proceeding  in  it,  being  at  a  time 
when  liis  Lordfhip  was  fo  ill,  as  that  his  Life  was  almoft  de- 
fpaired  of.  But  this  Controveriie  is  fo  fully  reprefented  in 
the  J7th,  ^8th,  and  59th  Letters,  and  the  firft  part  of  the 
Memorial,  Numb.  73.  that  I  need  not  trouble  the  Reader, 
with  any  repetition  of  it  in  this  Place.     Oncly  it  may   be 

C  /  )  con- 
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coHv'^nrcht  to  declare,  that  the  King  as  Supreme  Judge  of 
the  Jurifdidions  of  his  Courts,  ufed  the  utmoft  care  to  in- 
form himfelf  therein  ;  and  refer'd  the  fame  to  Sir  Fr.  Bacon, 
and  Sir  Hen.  Teherton  his  Attorney  and  Solicitor,  Sir  Henry 
Montague,  and  Sir  Rmmlfh  Crewe  his  Serjeants  at  Law,  and 
Mr.  IValter  the  Prince's  Attorney,  all  Eminent  Men  in  their 
Profeflion.  Who  upon  a  ferious  Confideration  of  the  Sta- 
tutes, and  the  occafion  of  making  them,  and  of  the  Vrefi- 
//ew/'i  fmce  that  time  ,•  did  in  Afril  1616  prefent  the  King 
with  their  Opinions  and  Reafons  why  they  conceiv'd  thefe 
Statutes  did  not  extend  to  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Confo- 
hant  to  which  Refolution  his  Majefty  upon  further  advice, 
gave  Judgement  in  July  following  j  and  order'd  the  Cafe, 
the  Certificate,  and  the  Tranfadlions  thereupon  to  be  In- 
rolled  in  the  fame  Court. 

Sir  Francis  Bacon  who  had  not  onely  given  his  Opinion, 
according  to  his  Oath  as  Attorney-General,  but  I  think  alfo,  as 
Tri^y-Counfellor ;  to  which  Truft  he  was  about  this  time  ad- 
mitted, did  likewife  the  next  year,  upon  taking  his  Place 
as  Lord  Keeper  among  divers  Rules  he  laid  down,  by  which 
to  govern  himfelf,  which  are  Printed  in  the  Refufc.  fag.  81. 
declare  his  Sentiments  in  the  following  words. 

—  *^'  ThQfec»nd  Point  concerneth  the  Time  of  the  Com- 
'^  plaint,  and  the  late  Comers  into  Chancery  ;  which  ftay  till 
"  a  Judgenunt  be  paiTed  againft  them  at  Common-La7v,  and 
^'^  then  complain:  Wherein. your  Lordjbips  mviy  have  heard 
^'^  a  great  Rattle  and  Noife  of  a  Bremunire,  and  1  cannot 
"  tell  what.  But  that  Queftion  the  King  hath  fetled  accor- 
^^  ding  to  the  ancient  Brejidents,  in  all  times  Continued.  And 
*^  this  I  will  fay  that  the  Opinion  not  to  relieve  any  Cafe 
"  a[t€Tjudgeme?it,  would  be  a  guilty  Opinion.  Guilty  of  the 
"  Ruine  and  Naufrage,  and  perifiiing  of  infinite  Subjects. 
"  And  as  the  King  found  it  well  out,  why  fhould  a  Man 
^'^  fiy  into  the  Chancery  before  he  be  Hurt  ^  The  whole  need 
"  not  the  Bhyfician  bi^t  the  fick.  But,  my  Lords,  the  Bower 
**"  would  be  preferv'd,  but  then  the  BraBice  would  be  mode- 
*''  rate.  My  Rule  fliall  be  therefore,  that  in  Cafes  of  Ccm- 
*^  plaints  after  Judgements,  (except  the  Judgements  be  upOh 
"  Nihil  diclt,  which  are  but  Difguifes  of  Judgements,  or  ob- 

"  tained 
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'\  tained  in  contempt  of  a  Preceding  Order  of  this  Court  j) 
'[  yea  and  after  Verdicis  alfo  ;  I  will  have  the  Party  Corn- 
'•  plainant  enter  into  good  I3ond  to  prove  his  Suggeftion  ; 

i^o  that  if  he  will  be  relieved  againft  a  Judgement  ac  Com- 
''  mon-LaWj  upon  matter  of  E<imty,  he  fhall  do  it,  Tanf^.am 
^'  in  'vincdls,  at  his  Peril. 

This  Opinion  which  he  deliver'd  in  the  Prefence  of  a 
Large  and  Honourable  Aflembly,  He  Ibme  years  after 
feems  to  declare  to  the  World  in  certain  A^horlfms  concern- 
ing the  Univerfal  and  Natural  Foiintahis  of  Jnfike,  from 
wliich  the  feveral  Streams  of  Ci'vil  Laws  are  to  be  derived  - 
which  are  contained  in  the  Eighth  Book  of  his  Advancement 
Ot  Learning. 

Aphorifmus  ^^. 

Habeant  fimli t er  Cnvix  Prxtorix  Totefiatem  tarn  fubveniendi 
contra  Rigorem  Legis,  quam  fupplendi  DefeBum  Legis.  Si  enim 
porrigi  debet  Remedium  eij  quern  Lex  p-ateriit  ,•  multo  magis  ei 
quern  vulneravit. 

There  are  others  of  the  like  nature,  which  I  fhall  leave 
to  every  Perfon  to  confult  as  he  pleafe  ,•  having  only  point- 
ed out  the  place  where  thefe  and  many  other  admirable 
Aphorifms  relating  to  Laws  are  to  be  Found. 

It  may  be  prefumed  that  my  Lord  Coke  not  onely  fubmit- 
ted,  but  acquiefced  in  the  Juftice  of  the  Judgement  given 
by  the  King,  as  before  is  related.  Becaufe  that  being  an 
adive  Member  in  four  Tarliaments  after  this  time,  which  re- 
drefs'd  feveral  Publick  Grievances ;  I  do  not  find  that  ever 
he  refleded  upon  this.  And  the  Court  of  Chancery  procee- 
ded therein,  in  my  Lord  Bacon  s^  the  Bilbop  o^  Lincoln  s,  and 
Lord  Co'ventrys  timcs,in  the  fame  manner  it  had  done  before, 
'Till  after  the  Printing  of  Sir  Ediifard  Coke's  third  and  fourth 
Inftitutes  many  years  after  the  Author's  Death,  and  upon 
viewing  fome  Cafes  he  had  inferted  therein,  or  GoUeded 
during  the  Heat  of  thefe  Debates  j  the  ^tefiion  began  to  re- 
vive, and  particularly  in  the  year  i6j8,  &c.  in  the  Cafe  of 
Harris  and  ColUton  in  the  Exchequer  ^  fome  of  the  Arguments 
made  in  that  Cafe  Tro  and  Cow,  are  now  in  Print,  and  one 
wherein  this  Power  of  the  Courts  of  Equity  was  at  large  af- 
fertcd,  I  have  feen.     But  there  is  a  Learned  Gentleman  now 

(  /  2  )  living, 
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living,  who  lately  prefided  in  that  Court,  who  did  then  m 
that  Cafe,  and  hath  fince^maintain'd  the  contrary  in  a  Book 
which  is  Piinted,but  not  Publifhed  ,♦  f'o  that  I  never  had  the 
opportunity  of  leeing  it  but  for  a  few  minutes ;  for  which 
reafon  as  well  as  many  others  it  dees  not  become  me  to  deli- 
ver any  Opinion.  But  the  Certificate  in  King  j^^^wa's  Time, 
and  the  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  were  made  publick 
many  years  fince,  and  lately  with  fome  additional  Argu- 
ments at  the  end  of  the  firft  Volume  of  a  Book  in  Otfa^Oj 
Intituled,  Chancery  ReportSj  iQQm  to  give  a  clear  and  fatisfa-  - 
dory  account  of  this  Matter. 

But  this  was  a  time ,  in  which  my   Lord  Ceke  was  not 
onely  contending  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  ,  but  with  the 
King  himfelf :    For  His  Majefty  being  informed  ,  That  in 
the  Arguments  concerning  the  great  Cafe  of  Ccmmendams , 
fome  Pofitions  were  affirm'd  by  one  of  the  Counfel,  which 
touch'd  him  nearly  in  his  Prerogative ,  as  to  the  granting 
of  Commendams  :    He  did  by  Letter  of  his  Jttormy  general, 
require  the  Judges,   for  fome  Reafons  ,  to  defer  their  argu- 
ing the  cafe  for  a  little  time  ,  till  His  Majefty  could  have 
Conference  with  them.    But  the  Judges  difobey'd  the  Let- 
ter ,  and  proceeded  in   the  Caufe  :    For  which  they  were 
convened  before  the  King  and  Council ;    where  at   length, 
they  all ,   except  the  chief  Juftice  Coke ,  fully  fubmitted 
themfelves.     But  I  believe  the  Reader  will  be  fo  well  plea- 
fed  to  view  the  vv^hole  Procefs  hereof  contained  in  the  72d. 
Letter  ,•    the  latter  part  of  the  Memorial  Number  73,  and 
in  the  A^i  oi  Council ,  of  the  6th  of  June  1616  ,  drawn  up 
by  Sir  Francis  Bacon  ;  that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  make 
any  relation  of  that  here  ,  which  is  fo  fully  reprefented  in 
its  proper  place.     And  if  he  fhall  be  as  curious  to  know 
the  Matters  in  Lan>  arifing  thereon  ,   he  may  ffhd   them 
largely  and  elaborately  reported  by  my  Lord  chief  Juftice 
Hobart,  in  his  Argument  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Biftiop  of  Lich- 
fidd  and  Coventry  ;  and  not  of  Lincolne,  as  by  miftake  it  is 
Written  in  the  aiorefaid  Memorial. 

It  is  net  to  be  doubted.  But  that  thefe  Proceedings,  made 
my  Lord  Coke,  fit  both  uneafie ,  and  infecure  upon  the 
Bench  :  But  the  chief  caufe  of  his  removal  from  it,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Roger  Cgke  his  Grandlbn ,  wa>  his  refufal  to  ad^ 

mic 
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mit    of  the  chief  Clerk  ^  for  inroU'mg    of  Vleas   In   the  Ccuri  of 
Kings-Bench,  at  the  Nomination,  and  in  Truft  for  Sir  George 
Villiers,  and  upon  the  Surrender  of  Sir  Nicholas  Tufton,  made 
Lord  Th.met ,  in   confideration   thereof     In  the  Pcrfon  ,  I 
am  fure   he  is  miftaken^  tho'  he  may  be  right  in  the  Caufe 
which   may  in  a  great  mcafur*^  be  Collected  from  fome  of 
the   enfuing  Letters:  And  in  fliort  appears  to   be   this.     Sir 
John  Roper  ,  who    had  many  years  enjoy'd  this  profitable 
Place  ,  efteemed  to  be  worth  then  about  4000  /.  per  Annum 
being  grown  very  old^  was  prevail'd  with,  to  iiirrender 
the   lame  upon  being  created  Lord  Teynhaw,  with  a  Refer- 
vation  of  the  Profits  thereof  to  himtelf  during   his  Liie. 
Upon  which   Surrender  ,  Sir  George  ViUircs  was  to  have  the 
Office  granted  to   two  of  his  Truftees ,  for  their  Lives,  as 
it  feems  the  Earl  of  Somerfet  was  to  have  had  before.     But 
my   Lord  Coke  not   being  very  forward   to  accept  of  the 
fame,  or  make  a  new  Grant  thereof  upon  thefe  Terms :  He 
was   upon  the    ^d.  of  OBober  1616  ,  commanded  to  dillft 
from  the  fervice  of  his  Place,and  finally  removed  from  it,up- 
on   the    I  fth  day   of  November  following.     His  Succeffor 
Sir   Henry   Montague  ,  third  Son    of  Sir  Edward  Montague  of 
Boughton   in  Northamptonfhire ,  Recorder   of  London ,  and  the 
King's  Serjeant ,  being  more  complaifant  ,•  Sir  John   Roper 
refigned  towards  the  latter   end  of  the  fame  Month  ,  and 
Mr.   Saute  and  Heath,  who  was  afterwards  the  King's  Solici- 
tor General ,  being  the  Deputies  and  Trufl:ees  of  Sir  George 
Villiers,  were  admitted. 

I  think  there  was  no  Queftion  at  that  time  ,  or  long  be- 
fore ,  or  fince  that  time  ,  but  that  the  Difpofition  of  this 
Office^  refted  intirely  in  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Court : 
Till  the  Right  of  the  prefent  Ornament  thereof ,  the  Ho- 
nourable and  Learned  Sir  John  Holt,  came  to  be  contefi-ed 
a  few  years  paft,  by  Her  Grace  the  Dutchefs  o[' Grafton^ 
by  Virtue  o^aFatent  ,  granted  from  King  Charles  thcll. 
What  Agitation  it  had  in  that,  and  alfo  in  a  higher  Court, 
is  fo  frelh  in  Memory,  that  it  need  not  to  be  related. 

I  have  formerly  mention'd  how  abruptly,  and  in  what 
ill  humor,  the  King  parted  with  his  Parliament  in  the  year 
1^14.  And  have  touched  upon  one  of  the  way's  his  Ma- 
jefty  afterwards  took  to  fupply  the  Occafions  of  his  Crov/n^ 

and 
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and  of  his  Court.  But  Aiiicng  all  the  Projods  for  procur- 
ing of  Money,  in  which  this  time  abounded^  none  feem'd 
more  Specious ,  or  more  Conducing  to  the  Publick  Good 
than  thcit  ,•  which  in  the  year  following  vv^as  propos'd  ^ 
through  the  Lord  Treafurers  means  ,  by  Sir  V/ill'iam  Cockayne^ 
a  Rich  and  Underftanding  Alderman  of  the  City  o^  Lon- 
don. For  the  Society  or  Fellowdiip  ot  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers^ having  enjoy 'd  by  Licence  ironi  the  Crown^  a  Pow- 
er of  Exporting  yearly,  feveral  Thoufands  of  Englijli  Cloths 
Undyed  :  It  was  itnagin'd,  that  the  King  would  not  onely 
receive  an  Increafe  in  his  Cnfioms ,  by  the  Importation  of 
Materials  neceffary  for  Dying ,  but  the  Nation  a  confidera- 
ble  advantage  ,  in  imploying  the  Subjed  ,  and  improving 
the  Manufacture  to  its  utmoft ,  before  it  was  Exported. 
This  Propofition  being  befides  attended  with  the  offer  of 
an  immediate  Profit  to  his  Majefly  ,  was  foon  embraced ; 
the  Charter  granted  to  the  Merchant  Adventurers  recalled,  and 
Sir  William  Ceckaine ,  and  feveral  others  Traders  Incorpora- 
ted upon  certain  Conditions  ,•  as  may  in  part  appear,  by 
Sir  Francis  Bacons  Letter  to  the  King  ,  dated  the  12th.  of 
Augufi  1615-.  Tho'  fome  others  in  that,  and  in  die  follow^- 
ing  year  ,  foon  inform  us ,  what  Difficulties  the  King  and 
Council ,  and  indeed  the  whole  Kingdom  fuftain'd  thereby. 
For  the  Trading  Towns  in  the  Lojv-Countries  and  in  Germa- 
ny, which  were  the  great  Mart  a'nd  Staple  of  thefe  Com- 
modities ,  perceiving  themfelves  in  danger  of  lofing  the 
Profit,  they  had  long  reaped  by  Dying  and. Dreffing  great 
Quantities' of  EnglifK  Cloth,  the  Dutch  Prohibited  the 
whole  Commodity  :  And  the  Materials  being  either  dear- 
er here  ,  or  the  Manufadurers  lefs  skilled  in  fixing  of  the 
Colours  ,  the  vent  of  Cloth  was  foon  at  a  Hand  ^  upon 
which  the  Clamour  of  the  Countries  extended  it  felfto 
the  Court.  So  that  after  feveral  Attempts  to  carry  on  the 
Dellgn,  Sir  Francis  Bacon  finding  the  New  Company  varia- 
ble in  themfelves,  and  not  able  to  comply  with  their  Pro- 
pofals,  but  making  new  and  fpringing  Demands,  and  that 
the  whole  matter  vv^as  more  and  more  perplex'd  ,•  doth  up- 
on the  14th  oiOchker  1616,  fend  a  Letter  to  the  Lord  Vil- 
licrs  y  inclofing  his  Reafons ,  why  the  Ne7i>  Company  was  no 

longer 
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longer  to  be  trufredj  but  the  Old  Company  to  be  treated  with 
and  revived.  In  which  fervice  I  find  Sir  Lionel  Cr^nfield, 
by  his  Letter  of  the  ;oth  o^ March  i6ij,  and  Tome  others, 
had  been  ib  induftiious ,  that  the  Dyers  and  Cloth-Work- 
ers ot  the  City  ol  London  ,  perceiving  their  expedlations 
likely  to  be  defeated,  threatened  him  and  ibme  of  the  Old 
Company  with  Deftrudion  :  Infomuch,  that  he  therein 
delires  the  Lord  VHliers,  that  if  he  perirti  by  them,  his  Lord- 
ihip  would  be  good  to  his  Wife  and  Children,  and  procure 
their  JVardjlnp  to  be  committed  to  her. 

After  an  offer  made  of  a  looooo  /.  to  the  King,  by  fome 
Members  of  the  Old  Comfany  ,  to  have  their  Charter  refto- 
red  ,•  it  was  found,  that  by  reafon  of  the  diforders  in  Trade, 
both  at  home  and  abroad  ,  it  would  be  very  pernicious  to 
them  to  raife  fo  great  a  Sum  ^  How  much  foever  the  King's 
occafions  wanted  the  fame ,  or  how  great  foever  their  de- 
fires  were  to  be  reeftablifhed  :  So  that  the  Earl  of  Suffolk^ 
Lord  Treasurer ^  Sir  Ralph  JVinwood  Secretary  of  State ,  and 
Sir  Fulke  Grevll,  Chancellor  of  the  Excherjucr  •  do  by  their 
Letters  fent  to  my  Lord  Buckingham  ,  a  little  before  the 
King's  return  from  Scotland,  certifie  to  his  LordlTiip  in  this 
manner.  ^^  According  to  the  Diredions  of  your  Lord/hip's 
"^  Letter  ,  we  have  called  before  us  the  principal  of  the 
^'  Merchant  Adventurers  ;  and  after  divers  Conferences  ,  we 
*'  have  under  His  Majefties  Approbation  ,  thus  concluded 
"  with  them.  That  upon  the  Signing  of  a  New  Charter 
'^'' with  the  felf  fame  Lnmunities  and  Privileges,  which  for- 
"  merly  they  enjoy 'd  ,  and  the  Publilhing  of  a  Trodamati- 
"^  on,  for  the  better  advantage  of  their  Trade  ^  they  fliall 
"  pay  the  Sum  of  25-000  /.  and  within  three  Months  next 
"  after  25-000  /.  more.  This  is  the  greateft  Sum  that  we  are 
"  able  to  draw  from  them,  and  that  v/ith  fome  difficu!ty,d^c. 
Purfuant  hereunto,  and  to  a  Power  of  Revocation  contain'd 
in  the  Ne-w  Charter,  that  was  recalled,  and  a  Proclamation 
PublifLed  for  reftoring  the  Old  Company  ,  dated  the  12th 
oi  Augufi  161^ ,  a.t  Apton  in  Lancaflnre  ,  where  the  Kin? 
then  lay  in  his  Paflage  from  Scotland ;  and  foon  after  ano- 
ther Charter  was  granted  to  them. 

Bat  the  Loan  of  this  Money  ,  and  feveral  Sums  to  the 
King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia ,  attended  with  the  Decay  of 

their 
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their  'f  radcj  had  fo  wounded  this  antient  Society  of  Mcr^ 
chant  Adventurers^  (under  whofe  Nurfing  care  ,  the  Woo-ll- 
en  Manufac^lure  had  for  fome  Ages  been  rifing  to  fuch  de- 
crees J  as  to  become  the  Glory  and  Riches  of  the  Engiim 
Nation^  and  the  envy  of  its  Neighbours ;  )  that  I  fear  they 
are  not  yet  in  any  probability  of  recovering  their  former 
Strength  and  Beauty.  This  brought  them  into  Debt ,  and 
Debts  cccafion'd  them  to  lay  fome  Impofitions  upon  Cloth^ 
which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  cenfur'd  by  their  Votes ,  in 
April  and  Mjy  zid.  Jacobi^  and  thereby  drawing  down  the  • 
anger  of  the  Parliament  a  little  upon  that  Body  ,  which 
haci  fo  frequently  tafted  their  Favours  :  By  whom  many 
Laws  had  been  palTed  to  their  advantage  ,•  none  as  I  think 
to  their  prejudice  ^  But  in  the  12th  year  of  Henry  the  VTI. 
and  in  a  cafe  which  has  fome  affinity  to  this ,  as  may  be 
feen  in  the  Uifiory  of  that  Reign^  Written  by  my  Lord  St. 
Alhan,  Pag.  161.   2.  ;. 

How  prejudicial  this  Propofal  of  Sir  TVillif.m  Cockaine  pro- 
ved in  the  end  ,  may  be  colleded  from  the  Anfwers  this 
Company  gave  to  the  Interlopers  Reafons ,  for  a  Free  Trade 
offer'd  to  a  grand  Committee  of  T/'ide,  in  the  14th  year 
of  King  Charles  the  IL  Wherein  tliey  declare,  That  there- 
upon the  Dutch  fet  up  the  Manufacfture  oi  Cloth  :  and  al- 
tho'  upon  the  repealing  the  New  Charter  ,  the  Ti-  -de  was 
fallen  into  its  old  Channel  again  ,  yet  they  Vv^ould  never 
revoke  the  Prohibition  of  all  Englilh  Cloth  Dreffed  and 
Dyed :  After  much  Altercation  between  the  Free  Tra- 
ders and  the  Company,  the  King  confirm'd  their  Char- 
ter. 

In  this  conteft  between  thefe  two  Bodies  Politick  we  have 
ieen  how  fatal  it  proved  to  the  one,  and  how  mifchievous  to 
the  other.  In  the  next  place  I  fiiall  confider  a  greater  incon- 
venience, which  about  the  fame  time  affeded  the  Publick, 
through  the  frequent  Revenge  of  Private  Quarrels  by  Duels. 
By  this  means  a  Fountain  of  Blood  had  plentifully  flow'd  in 
France,  notwithllanding  the  Severe  EdiBs  of  their  late^  and 
then  prefent  King  ,•  till  it  became  fo  powerful  an  Evil,  that 
tho'  the  Great  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  gave  fome  check  to  it^  by 
•the  Punifliment  of  Meffieurs  de  Chappelles  and  Bcute'villej  two 
■young  Gentlemen  of  great  Valour_,  wherein  he  refifted  the 

Prayers 
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Prayers  of  their  Friends,  the  Mediation  of  the  greateft  Per- 
ibns  ot  QuaUty,  and  his  own  paffionate  Defires ;  yet  all  his 
applications  and  thoughts  upon  this  Subjedl,  as  he  tells  us  in 
his  Politick  Tefiame-nt^  could  never  bring  that  to  t'Stck^  which 
has  fince  been  accomplifhed  by  the  great  conftancy  and  fe- 
verity  of  the  prefent  King.  Which  Monfimr  U  Vajfor  an  Hi- 
ftorian  of  his  own  Nation,  takes  the  liberty  to  fay,  is  the 
bed,  and  i)erhaps  the  onely  good  Adtion  he  hath  done  in 
a  Reign  of  Fifty  fix  years. 

From  France ,  This  noxious  Weed  feems  to  have  been 
Tranfplanted  into  England ;  and  the  endeavours  Sir  Francis 
Bacon  ufed  to  root  it  out  ,  in  the  cafe  of  one  Priefi ,  upon 
his  beina;  made  the  King's  Attorney ,  was  fo  well  appro- 
ved of  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council  Affembled  in  the  Star- 
Chamber^  that  they  order'd  the  Charge  he  then  deliver'd  a- 
gainft  Duels  in  general ,  to  be  Printed  and  Publifhed  with 
the  Decree  of  the  Court  it  felf ,  which  is  fince  remitted  into 
the  Second  Part  of  the  Refufcitatio.  And  the  laft  fervice  I 
ihail  have  occafion  to  mention  before  he  left  that  Place,  was 
what  he  performed  in  the  fame  Court ,  and  upon  the  like 
occaiion  ,  in  Profecuting  one  Mr.  Markham  for  difperfing 
Letters  of  Challenge  to  the  Lord  D'Arcy.  The  caie  being 
reported  by  my  Lord  Hobart ,  to  be  in  December  1616  .  di- 
reds  me  where  to  place  the  91ft.  Letter  relating  thereunto . 
the  date  thereof  being  omitted  in  the  Original. 

As  a  Pvcward  for  thefe  ,  and  his  other  long  Services  of 
the  Crown  ,  the  King  upon  the  7th.  of  March  following 
committed  to  his  Cuftody  the  great  Seal  ol-  England  ^  fome 
little  time  after  the  Lord  Chancellors  Voluntary  Refignation, 
as  is  already  declared.  It  was  no  new  thing  for  Perfons 
from  lefs  Abilities,  and  lower  Places  to  rife  into  this :  there- 
fore the  Author  of  the  Court ^  &c.  of  King  James ,  had  as 
little  reafon  to  refled  upon  that ,  as  to  infert  fome  other 
falfe  and  foollilb  Stories,  relating  to  this  Gentleman.  In  one 
thin'-'  I  fhall  agree  with  him  ,•  namely  ,  that  my  Lord  of 
Buckingham  was  very  Inftrumental  in  his  Prelcfment,  which 
Sir  Francis  acknowledges  by  his  Letter  of  the  fame  day,  and 
the  9  id.  of  this  CollcEiion.  And  furely,  fewer  Lines  did  ne- 
ver contain  a  greater  fenfe  of  Gratitude ,  or  expreifed  m 
a  more  becoming  manner  ,•  tho'  by  the  Original,  they  feem 
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to  have  been  haftily  written  ,  and  may  ferve  to  confirm 
what  had  been  told  to  one  that  lived  in  his  latter  Times  ^ 
that  his  firft  Cofies  required  no  great  Labour^  to  render  them 
competent  for  the  niceft  Judgements. 

Upon  the  14th  day  of  the  fame  Month  of  March  ,  the 
King  began  his  Journey  into  Scotland,  which  he  had  left  juft 
the  fame  number  of  Years.     But  before  his  departure,   he 
appointed  Commiflioners  for  managing  the  Treaty  oi  Marri- 
age between   the  Tr'mce  his  Son  j  and  the  hfanta  of  Sfain  , 
whither  Sir  John  Digby  his  Majefties  Vice-Chamberlain  was 
defign'd  to  be  fent  upon  his  third  Ambaffage :  For  which^ 
and  his  fubfequent  Endeavours  therein ,  and  his  other  Ser- 
vices both  at  home  and  abroad,  he  was  created  Lord  Digby, 
and  Earl  of  Brifiol     I  fiiall  not  from  the  occafion  of  the 
9)th  and  other  Letters,  enter  into  a  Detail o\  this  AiFair, 
which  lay  fo  near  to  the  King's  Heart ,    and  was  fo  long 
purfued  againft  the  Opinion  of  many  of  his  Council,  and  the 
general  Inclinations  of  his  People :   The  Hiltory  thereof  is 
well  known,  and  it  would  take  up  too  much  of  the  Paper 
and  Time  that  is  yet  left  me.     The  Reader  will  therein  ob- 
ferve  the  inconvenience  my  Lord  Keeper  did  forefee  by  His- 
Majefties  Proceedings  in  that  Treaty  with  a  Cc;/««7  divided, 
and  not  united ;  the  ill  Fruits  whereof  he  had  feen  in  other 
cafes,  and  this  yielded  no  better  in  the  end. 

The  Lord  Keeper  was  fcarce  warm  in  his  Seat,  when  the 
fame  Hand  which  conduced  him  thither ,  had  like  to  have 
removed  him  from  it :  The  occafion  whereoi  was  this.  Up- 
on the  1 6th  of  Jime  1617,  Mr.  Secretary  Winwood  writes  to 
the  Earl  o^ Buckingham,  then  with  the  King  in  Scotland,  that 
Sir  Ed'ivard  Coke  coming  to  him  upon  bufinefs,  began  of  his 
own  accord  to  complain  of  his  Unhappinefs ,  to  be  fo  far 
remov'd  from  his  Majefties  Favour  ,  to  which  he  defired  to 
be  reftored,  and  without  which,  he  at  length  profelTed,  he 
could  no  longer  breath ;  that  he  ,  with  much  forrow,  ac- 
knowledged his  former  refpe(ftlefs  Behaviour  to  his  Lord- 
Hiip,  in  relation  to  the  Treaty,  fome  time  before  propofed, 
of  a  Marriage  between  his  youngeft  Daughter  Frances,  and. 
Sir  John  Villiers  his  Lordibips  elder  Brother  ,•  defiring  that 
the  fame  might  be  renewed ,  with  very  advantagicus  Pro- 
pofals  upon  his  parr. 

But 
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But  her  Mother  the  Lady  HattoHy  (between  whom  and 
her  Husband  Sir  Edward  Coke,  there  was  Httle  agreement^ 
and  no  love)  being  either  averfe  to  the  Match  altogether^or 
becaufe  ic  did  not  move  from  her,  from  whom  the  young 
Lady  was  to  exped:  a  confiderable  addition  to  her  Fortune, 
employ 'd  her  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  it.  As  my  Lord 
Ketfer  by  his  Letters  to  the  King  and  the  Earl,  dated  in  the 
Month  of  Jtdyy  ufed  all  the  Reafons  and  Arguments  his 
Wit  could  fuggeft,  why  ic  was  not  advifable  to  proceed  in 
the  Match,  and  why  (which  was  the  thing  intended  by  it) 
Sir  Edward  Coke  jbould  not  be  readmitted  into  Favour.  In 
the  mean  time  her  Mother  removed  her  unto  Sir  Edmund 
fVithipoles  Houfe  near  OatLmds,  without  the  privity  of  Sir 
Edward  :  Who  thereupon  applys  to  Buckingham,  and  by  his 
means  befeeches  his  Majefty  to  dire<5l  a  Warrant  to  fome  of 
his  Fri-vy  Ceuncil  to  Summon  before  them  his  Wife  and  her 
Confederates,  in  order  to  recover  his  Daughter.  But  un- 
derftanding  in  a  few  days  where  fhe  was  convey 'd,  he  doth 
with  his  Sons  and  Servants,  without  any  Warrant  or  Con- 
ftabie  affifting,  break  open  Sir  Edmund's  Houfe,  and  brings 
his  Daughter  with  him.  My  Lady  Hatton  complaining  of 
this  violence  to  the  Frivy  Ccmtcil,  Sir  Edward  Coke  affirmed 
that  he  could  juftifie  his  Proceedings  by  Law  :  But  Sir  Hen. 
Teherton  the  King's  Attorney  maintaining  the  contrary,  he 
was  order'd  to  profecute  the  Father  in  the  Star-C/jamher,  and 
to  take  upon  him  the  prefent  care  of  the  Child.  By  whole 
Charitable  Endeavours,  the  Ad  of  Ctf««a7  dated  the  i8th 
of  July  1 617, which  recites  all  this  Matter  at  large,  declares 
that  Sir  Edward  and  his  Lady  were  fo  far  reconciled,  that 
their  Daughter  was  deliver'd  to  them  again ,  and  the  hfor- 
wation  fufpended  till  his  Majefty's  Pleaibre  were  known. 

But  the  Lady  Ccmptcn  and  her  Son  Sir  John  ViUiers  pref- 
fmg  the  Match,  and  the  King  and  Earl  of  Buckingham  appro- 
ving thereof  ;  the  oppofition  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  as  I  con- 
ceive  ^Ifo,  fome  others  of  the  Frivj  Ccmull  had  given  to  it, 
drew  down  no  fmall  difpleafure  upon  them.  For  upon  the 
King's  return  from  Scotland,  Buckingham  writes  to  his  Lord- 
Jhip,  that  his  Majefty  intended  at  his  firft  fitting  in  Council, 
to  reprimande  fo  many  of  his  CounfeUors  as  Vv'ere  active  in 
this  Bufinej^j  for  their  ill  Behaviour  in  it ;  and  that  he  would 

(  ^  2  )  name 
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name  fome  of  the  particular  Eri-ors,  tho'  without  accufing 
any  particular  Perfons.  And  then  ados,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  reaibn  he  himfeU  had  to  be  offended,  yet  feeing  his 
Ma>efty  fo  much  difpleas'd^  trom  being  a  Party  concern'd, 
he  became  an  Advocate,  &c.  The  Bu/incJI  aWudcd  to,  I  pre- 
fume,  was  this  of  the  Marriage ,  and  how  fenfible  my  Lord 
Keeper  was  of  his  Lordfhip's  kindnefs  and  reconcihation,  and 
fervice  therein,  can  never  be  fo  lively  reprefented  by  any 
other  Hand  as  his  own  ,  in  thofe  few  Lines  his  Lordiliip 
writ  in  anfwer  thereunto  upon  the  17  o[  Sept.  161 7.  Numb. 
104. 

Upon  the  29th  of  the  fame  Month  Sir  Ralph  TVinwood,  the 
King's  faithful  and  able  Servant  faw  this  Marriage  brought 
to  a  conclufion,  (the  Treaty  whereof  had  created  fome  ani- 
mofities  between  the  Keeper  and  himfelfj  and  foon  after  he 
concluded  his  own  Life.  Sir  Edward  Coke  was  thereupon 
admitted  into  the  Vri'vy  Council,  tho'  that  Favour,  which  did 
not  laft  long,  was  not  purchafcd  at  an  eafie  rate.  For  befides- 
1 0000  paid  in  Money  at  two  Payments ,  Sir  Edward  and 
his  Son  Sir  Robert,  did  upon  the  Second  of  November,  pur- 
fuant  to  Articles  and  Directions  from  the  Lords  of  the  Coun- 
cil,  alTure  to  Sir  John  Villiers  a  Rent-charge  of  2000  Marks^ 
per  Annum,  during  Sir  Edward's  Life,  and  of  900  /.  a  year^ 
during  the  Lady  Hattons,  if  flie  furvived  her  Husband.  And. 
after  both  their  Deaths,  the  Mannor  of  Stoke,  &c.  in  Buc- 
kinghan-'jlnre  ot  the  value  of  900  /.  per  Annnm,  (being  the 
moity  of  the  Lands  intended  to  his  two  Daughters  by  the 
Lady  Hatton)  to  Sir  John  Villiers  and  his  Lady,  and  to  the 
Heirs  of  her  Body.  And  that  the  fame  were  fetledby  good 
Conveyances  carefully  drawn,  as  upon  the  27  Jan.  idii, 
was  certified  to  hi-  Majefty  under  the  Hands  of  Sir  RanulpL 
Qrewe,  Sir  Rob.  Hicham,  and  Sir  Henry  Teherton  the  King's 
Serjeants  and  Attorney,  What  Oiare  of  her  Mother's  Bounty-, 
fell  upon  them,  I  cannot  be  fo  particular,  but  I  conjedure 
it  was  confiderable.  But  as  the  Differences  between  her  and 
Sir  Edward  Coke  grew  as  high  as  ever  in  a  little  time,  and  her- 
Complaints  to  the  King  and  Council  more  frequent  and  ear- 
nef^,  fo  a  little  more  time  difcover'd  the  like  between  Sir 
John  Villiery,  Created  Baron  of  Stoke  and  Vicount  Purbeck, 
and  his  new  Lady  ^  whofe  familiar  Conveifation.  with  Sir. 

Robert 
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Robert  Howard  fubjedted  her  to  private  Refledion^  and  pub- 
lick  cenfure.  The  Settlement  made  upon  this  Marriage, 
with  fome  fubfequent  Acfls  ot  Sir  Edward  Ceke,  occafion'd 
the  Arguments  and  Refolutions  of  a  remarkable  Cafe  be- 
tween lilgge  and  Filliers  adjudged  by  the  Chief  Juflice  Rolh 
in  165-1^  and  feven  years  after  by  his  SuccelTor  Sir  John 
Glynnc,  which  is  reported  by  the  Former^  in  the  Second 
Part  of  his  Abridgement  of  the  Common  Law  in  the  T^itle  of 
Ufes. 

This  ftorm  which  was  likely  to  have  fallen  fo  heavy  up- 
on my  Lord  Keener,  being  thus  diverted^  he  applies  himfelf 
as  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Council  to  fee  the  King's  Orderr 
touching  the  Retrenchment  of  his  Tables,  and  other  Charges 
of  the  Houflwld  put  in  Execution,  as  appears  in  his  Letters 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1617.  But  the  Difficulties 
the  Council  met  therein,  through  the  Intereft  of  the  Officers, 
confirms  the  Obfervations  made  by  Cardinal  Richelieu  in  his 
Volitick  Tefiament ;  where  in  the  Seventh  Chapter  of  the 
Firft  Book,  he  Difcourfes  at  large  concerning  the  Reformati- 
on of  the  Houfhold  of  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  as  a  thing  much 
more  fit-to  be  done,  than  eafie  to  be  attempted  with  fuc- 
cefs. 

I  Iball  pafs  over  the  two  fucceeding  years,  with  little  Re- 
flexion upon  any  thing  that  happen'd  therein,  befides  the 
two  memorable  Caufes  that  were  heard  in  the  Star-Chamber 
in  the  year  1619.  The  one  being  aProfecution  againft  feve- 
ral  Dutch  Merchants,  for  exhaufting  the  Treafure  of  the 
Kingdom  by  Exportation  ,-  and  the  other  againft  the  Lord 
Treafurer  himfelf,  for  feveral  Mifdemeanors  in  Relation  to 
his  Office.  The  Affair  of  the  Merchants  is  in  fome  meafure 
reprefented  in  the  11 6th,  120th,  and  i2  5d  Letters,  but 
thofe  being  much  divided  in  point  of  time,  I  fhall  by  the 
aififtance  of  fome  Authentick  Papers  of  the  like  nature,  &c. 
compofe  a  fhort  and  as  true  a  Relation  thereof  as  I  am 
able. 

Upon  the  19th  of  OBober  161 8,  the  Attorney-General  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  Writs  of  JV^  exeat 
Regnum,  againft  the  Dutch  Merchants,  and  afterwards  exhibi- 
ted an  Information  againft  about  One  hundred  and  eighty  of 
them,  for  Tranfporting  beyond  the  Seas  vaft  Quantities  of 

Gold. 
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Gold  and  Silver  in  Money,  Plate  and  Bullion,,  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Prelent  Reign.  The  Attorney  at  firft  brought 
the  Caufe  to  a  Hearing  againft  Twenty  of  them,  or  there- 
abouts ,'  fuCh  as  I  fuppofe  were  the  greateft  Offenders,  and 
of  the  greateft  ability  to  make  Reftitution.  Their  Fines  a- 
mounting  in  the  whole  to  i  joooo  /.  of  which  Mr.  Courteen^ 
and  two  others  were  condemn'd  in  20000  /.  a  piece  ,•  The 
advice  which  my  Lord  Chancellor  gave  the  King  not  to  grant 
away  the  Fines  of  fuch  ten  of  them  as  Sir  Thomas  Va'vafer 
the  Difcoverer  fhould  chufe,  and  which  it  feems  he  had  in  a 
manner  promifed,  was  a  piece  of  Service  worthy  the  Place 
he  enjoy 'd,  and  Truft  he  had  with  the  King.  Upon  the 
1 2th  of  0^0^.  161 9,  Courteen  was  cenfured  to  pay  2000/. 
more,  and  others  in  fmaller  Sums,  for  endeavouring  to  cor- 
rupt the  King's  Evidence.  And  the  19th  of  November  fol- 
lowing was  appointed  for  the  Trial  of  between  Twenty  and 
Thirty  more  j  but  by  reafon  of  fome  negled  or  mifmanage- 
ment  in  the  Profecution,  which  gave  the  Court  a  great  deal 
of  trouble,  and  the  Defendants  fome  advantage,  the  Caufe 
was  not  heard  till  the  Seventh  of  December ,  tho'  moft  of 
them  were  then  found  Guilty.  Of  the  large  Fines  which 
were  impos'd  upon  the  Delinquents,  I  conceive  they  paid 
but  a  third  part ;  For  during  the  Profecution,  the  States  did 
by  Letter  defire  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  to  endeavour  to 
moderate  the  Heat  thereof,  &c.  as  Sir  Noel  Caron  their  Am- 
bafTador  did  the  next  day  after  Sentence,  to  mitigate  the  Se- 
verity. It  was  not  long  after  this  Proceeding,  that  Mr.Co«r- 
teen,  afterwards  Sir  William,  whom  I  have  lately  mention'd, 
became  one  of  the  moft  confiderabie  Merchants  of  his 
time  ,•  and  altho'  he  be  here  numbred  among  the  Dutch,  yet 
he  was  born  in  England,  vvhither  his  Father  fled  for  Refuge 
to  avoid  the  Perfecution  raging  in  Flanders  under  the  Duke 
o^  Aha.  For  in  1635,  being  fome  few  years  before  his 
Death,  his  Real  Eftate  in  England  was  valued  at  6^00  /.  fer 
Annum,  and  his  Perfonal  at  128000  /.  But  by  reafon  of  his 
Negotiations  to  the  Eajl-Indies,  undertaken  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, a.- 1  remember,  at  the  Inftance  of  King  Charles  the 
'•Firft,  the  great  Engagements  he  enter'd  into  thereupon  ,* 
and  the  great  Lofles  he  fuftain'd  in  thofe  Parts  by  the  Nati- 
on lioni  which  he  was  defcended:  His  Pofterity  enjoy'd  the 
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leaft  Part  of  his  Eftate_,  and  that  attended  with  much  trou- 
ble and  vexation. 

During  the  Profecution  of  the  Caufe  I  have  been  fpeak- 
ing  ofj  Tfjcmaf  Howard  Earl  of  Suffolk  Lord  Trenfurer  of  En- 
gland was  brought  upon  the  fame  Stage.  But  the  Letters  re- 
lating to  this  Scene  being  all  wanting  but  two,  I  Hiall  en- 
deavour to  fupply  that  defect  out  of  fuch  Original  Letters 
of  Sir  Robert  Nauntony  and  Sir  George  Calvert  the  Secretaries 
of  State,  as  have  fallen  under  my  Obfervation.  The  Lord 
Treafurer  was  Son  of  the  laft  Duke  of  Norfolk,  by  Margaret 
his  Second  Wife,  Daughter  and  Heir  of  the  Lord  Audeley  of 
WaUen.  By  Queen  Eliz^abeth  he  was  reftored  in  Blood,  and 
Created  a  Peer  of  the  Realm,  and  being  much  confided  in 
by  his  Kinfman  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  he  gave  him  the 
Command  of  fome  part  of  the  Fleet  upon  feveral  Expediti- 
ons. But  in  the  next  Reign  he  came  nearer  to  the  Court, 
and  was  made  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  HouHiold  ,•  and  in  the  . 
1 2th  year  thereof,  promoted  to  be  Lord  High  Treafurer  of 
England  ,•  which  Office  he  enjoy'd  about  four  years.  When 
being  accufed  tor  feveral  Mildemeanors  relating  thereunto, 
committed  by  himfelf,  his  Lady,  and  Sir  John  Bingley,  an 
Agent  therein,  fome  Commiffioners  were  appointed  by  the 
King  for  the  management  of  his  Treafure,  and  others  to  in- 
fpe<3:  their  ofFenaes.  And  an  Information  being  prefer'd  a- 
gainft  them  all  in  the  Star-Chamber,  after  feveral  Days  of 
Hearing,  the  Cauje  was  finally  deterrain'd,  and  the  Parties 
fentenc'd  upon  the  i  ;th  of  November  in  the  year  1619.  Sir 
Edward  Coke  led  the  way,  by  fhewing  from  divers  Prefdentj 
in  former  Ages,  how  other  Treafurers  had  been  punilhed  foe 
fmaller  Delids  and  Mifcarriages ;  that  the  King  having  fuf- 
fer'd  by  means  of  the  Prefent  Treafurer  and  his  Lady 
5'oooo  /.  viis  d^  mod^s,  he  condemn'd  them  to  pay  j 00000  /, 
although  he  faid,  he  might  very  well  have  made  it  Qua- 
druple that  Sum ;  to  be  Imprifon'd  in  the  To7i>er  at  their 
own  Charges  :  And  then  Lined  Sir  johji  Bivghy  an  under- 
Officer  and  ill  Agent  in  the  Treafury  5000  /.  with  Impri- 
fonment  in  the  Fleeet.  With  this  Sentence  conour'd  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Naunton, 
who  in  a  Letter  to  my  Lord .  of  Buckingham,  writes  that  he 
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declared  the  Proceedings  in  this  Caufe  Seriatim  ah  Ovo,  frotti 
the  granting  the  Commiffion  of  Ejjquiry,  and  the  Reafons 
thereof,  by  which  it  appear'd  how  Gracioudy  his  Majefty 
was  ever  inclined  to  Mercy,  in  remitting  all  Profecution 
againft  the  Earl,  if  it  might  have  confifted  with  his  Honour. 
But  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hobart,  who  agreed  that  this 
Lord  and  his  Lady  were  in  a  great  meafure  guilty  of  the 
Chargej  yet  he  difFer'd  much  in  the  eftimation  of  the  Da- 
mage ,•  and  then  conforming  his  Opinion  to  the  Law  of 
England  declared  by  Magna  Charta,  That  every  Man  ou^t  to. 
he  Fined,  Salvo  Contencmento  ;  which  he  interpreted  to  be  the 
leaving  of  him  fufficient  maintenance  to  live  according  to 
his  Degree,otherwife  it  were  a  Ranfome  rather  than  a  Fine.  He 
concluded  his  Sentence  that  this  Lor^  and  his  Lady  fliould  pay 
30000  /.  to  the  King  ,•  and  Bingley  who  had  been  the  Bafe 
Broker  between  them  and  the  Subjed,  and  guilty  of  much 
corruption,  2000  /.  onely  ,•  in  refpedt  that  he  was  in  Office 
under  the  Treafurer,  and  the  Rewards  he  took  as  far  as  ap- 
pear'd in  Proof,  were  flight  and  unworthy  things.  With  my 
Lord  Hobart  the  reft  of  the  Court  agreed  ,•  fo  that  Secretary 
Naunton  (who  appears  to  have  been  a  Perfon  of  Moderation 
and  great  Candor)  writes  that  he  and  the  other  two  were 
traduced  as  mercilefs  Men,  yet  llnce  he  never  law  the  Lord 
Hobarfs  Rule  take  Place  in  lefs  offenders, he  knew  no  reafon 
why  it  fhould  be  extended  to  greater. 

Soon  after  this  Sentence  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Suffolk 
v.'ere  committed  to  the  Tower,  but  as  foon  releas'd  by  the 
Mediation  ot  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  and  the  Fine  re- 
duced to  700Q  /.  By  all  that  I  have  obferved,  this  Lord 
who  was  generally  elieem'd  a  plain  hearted  and  honeft  Gen- 
tleman, feems  to  have  been  the  leaft  Guilty  of  the  Three 
that  were  fo  declared.  While  he  was  Lord  Chamberlain  he 
begun  to  ered  that  Magnificent  Pile  o^  Audeley-End,  and  be- 
fore he  had  quite  Imilhed  it,  I  conceive  his  Troubles  came 
upon  him  •  vv'hich  gave  him  occafion  to  refied  upon  the 
Trutii  of  the  Motto,  he  had  caufed  to  be  infcribed  upon  the 
Wings  of  that  Fabrick  in  large  Romiin  Capitals:  Frudcntfs  efr, 
in  Conjilio  Fcrttwam  fcmper  habere. 

At 
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Ac  the  flimc  time  that  the  Lord  Treafurer  was  falling  from 
his  Place  and  FortuneSjthe  Lord  Keeper  was  rifing  in  Favour 
and  Honours  :  For  upon  the  4th  of  January  K'l.'l  he  was 
made  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  nth  01  July  following  Crea- 
ted Lord  Verulam,  anciently  the  Seat  ot  a  noted  Roman  Co- 
lony^  and  ftill  Famous,  tho'  in  its  laft  Ruins,  for  feme  Re- 
mains of  that  Nation.  Upon  the  zzd  of  January  in  the  year 
i6i§  his  Lordfhip  Celebrates  his  Eirth-day  at  Tork-Houfe  near 
the  Strand  :  In  Honour  of  which  Benj.  Johvfon  Confecrates 
the  following  Verfcs,  addrefs'd  to  the  Genius  of  the  Place. 

Hail  Llappy  Genim  of  this  ancient  Vik  • 
How  comes  it  all  things  fo  about  the  fmile  ^ 
The  Fire^the  Wine,  the  Men?  and  in  the  midft 
Thou  ftand'ft,  as  if  fome  My  fiery  thou  did'ih 
Pardon,  I  read  it  in  thy  Face  ^  the  Day 
For  whofe  Return,  and  many,  all  thefe  Pray, 
And  fo  do  L  This  is  the  Sixtieth  year 
Since  Bacon,  and  thy  Lord  was  born,  and  here  : 
Son  to  the  Grave  wife  Keeper  of  the  Seal, 
Fame  and  Foundation  of  the  Englijh  Weal. 
What  then  the  Father  was,  that  fmce  is  he. 
Now  with  a  Title  more  to  the  Degree  ; 
England's  High  Chancellor,  the  deftin'd  Heir, 
In  his  foft  Cradle,  to  his  Father's  Chair. 
Whofe  even  thred  the  Fates  fpin  round  and  full 
Out  of  their  choiceft  and  their  whiteft  Wool. 
'Tis  a  brave  Caufe  of  Joj,  let  it  be  known. 
For  'twere  a  narrow  Gladnefs  kept  thine  own. 
Give  me  a  deep  Crown'd  Bowie,  that  I  may  fmg. 
In  raifmg  him,  the  Wifdom  of  my  King. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  Honours,  Applaufes,  and  multipli- 
city of  Bufmefs,  my  Lord  Chancellor  did  not  forget  his  belo- 
ved P/:>;7o/o;>^^.  Producing  to  the  light  in  O^loh.  1620,  a  Work 
which  he  had  long  formed  in  his  thoughts,  and  Entituled, 
Novum  Oiganum.  This  Book  he  Dedicates  and  prefents  to 
the  King,  6cc.  and  the  fatisfadion  his  Majefty  exprelfes  up- 
on that  occafion,  will  be  beft  feen  in  his  Letter  fent  to  hi? 
Lordfliip  upon  the  i6th  of  the  fame  Month.  I  ihall  not  pre- 
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tend  to  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  his  Lordfhip's  Defign^ 
in  bis  Great  Work  ot  the  hfiauration  oi:  the  Sciences,  or  of 
this  which  was  the  fecond  Part  thereof  j  but  fhall  refer  the 
Reader  to  the  Dillribution  of  the  feveral  Parts  of  that  Mo- 
del, delineated  at  large  by  his  own  Hand,  and  prefix'd  be- 
fore this  of  his  No-vum  Organum.  It  will  be  fufficient  for  me 
in  this  Place  to  borrow  a  tew  words  from  an  Ingenious  Gen- 
tleman, which  are  contain'd  in  the  Reflexions  he  hath  lately 
made  upon  Learning. 

"  My  Lord  Bacon  faw  clearer  into  the  Defed:s  of  this  Art 
'^  Ol  Re  a  fining,  than  moft  Men  did,  and  being  neither  fatis- 
'^  fied  with  the  Vulgar  Logick,  nor  with  its  Reformations 
^^  that  were  made  ,•  fuitably  to  his  vaft  and  enterprizing 
"  Genim,  attempted  a  Logick  wholly  new,  the  Plan  of  which 
"  is  laid  down  in  his  Novum  Organum.  The  way  of  Sjllogi-- 
^'^  z^ing,  feem'd  to  him  very  fallacious,  and  too  dependent 
"  upon  Words,  to  be  much  rely'd  on  :  His  Search  was  after 
"  Things,  and  therefore  he  brought  in  a  new  way  of  argu- 
"  ing  from  Induction,  and  that  grounded  upon  Obfervation 
"  and  Experiments. 

Before  I  conclude  this  year,  I  muft  from  the  127th  Letter 
take  fome  notice  of  the  Preparations  that  were  made  for  a 
Tariiawent,  and  my  Lord  Chancellor's  Services  therein  :  As  the 
Reader  will  obferve  irom  fome   Paffages  contain'd  in  the 
following  Papers,  the  Opinion  his  LordJliip  was  always  of^ 
that  the  Convening  of  that  Affembly  was  the  beft  expedi- 
ent to  promote  the  Welfare  both  of  his   ?viaiefty  and  the 
Kingdom.    And  how  averfe  foever  the  King  had  been  from 
failing  in  with  tliofe  meafures  ,•    yet  the  ncceflity   of  the 
Times,  the  Defires  of  the  People,  more  concern'd  to  fee 
the  Proteftant  Religion  declining  in  Germany,  the  EleAor  Ta- 
latine  not  onely  in  Danger  of  lofmg  his  New  Crown,  but 
ancient  Inheritance,  than  the  King  his  Father  in  Law  feem'd 
to  be,  forced  his  Majefty  from  his  former  Refolutions.    He 
knew  well  in  what  manner  he  parted  with  his  laft  Parlia* 
ment,  and  that  during  this  Interval  fo  abounding  in  Projeds 
and  Monopolies  many  Grievances   had  fprung  up  :    And 
therefore  had  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  fame  ipirit  might 
revive,  unlefs  Ibme  care  was  taken  to  allay  the  moft  eager, 
and  fatisfie  the  more  peaceable  Tempers,    fiat  as  the  unhap- 
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py  Fate  of  the  King  of  Bohemia  and  his  Family_,  and  the  ill 
Succefs  of  this  Parliament  are  very  well  known,  fo  the  cau- 
fes  of  cilling  the  lame  together,  are  fo  fully  and  finely  fet 
forth  in  a  Draught  ot  the  ProciamatioTtj  Pen'd   by   my  Lord 
Chancellor,  Numb.  132.  that  if  the  Reader   think   it  one   of 
the  longeft,  yet  it  may  be  he  will  think  it  the  Isaft  tedious 
he  ever  faw  upon  the  like  occafion.     And  the  latter   Par^ 
which  relpcds  the  Choice  of  Parliament  Men  is  fo  well  confr 
der'd  as  to  make  it  feafonable  advice  tor  all  times.  It  is  true* 
that  the  Proclamation  the  King  publilh'd  upon  the  fixth  of 
November  was  much  fnorter,  tho  much  extracted  out  of  this 
by  his  Majefty  himfelr. 

Upon  the  50th  of  January  the  Seffion  was  open'd  ,•  at 
which  time  my  Lord  Chancellor,  newly  Created  Vilcount  St. 
Alhcn,  appear'd  in  his  greateft  Honour  and  Splendor,  and 
foon  alter  in  the  greateft  ftate  of  Humiliation  ,•  which  latter 
part  being  the  fubjed  that  I  am  to  confider  or,  I  IJiall  from 
the  Journals  ot  both  Houfes,  and  fome  other  Memoires  that  I 
have  feen,  give  as  an  impartial  an  account  of  this  Reverfe 
of  Fortune  and  the  caufes  thereof,  as  I  have  defired  to  do, 
of  the  brighter  part  of  his  Life. 

About  the  12  ot  March  i6^  a  Committee  was  appointed  of 
fome  Members  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  to  infpedl  the  abufes 
ot'  the  Courts  of  Jufiice^  whereot  Sir  Ed7uard  Sack'uille  was 
named  the  Chair-man,  but  by  realbn  of  fome  Indifpofition, 
Sir  Robert  Phelips  was  put  into  his  Place.  The  firft  thing 
they  fell  upon  was  Bribery  and  Corruption,  of  which  my 
Lord  Chancellor  was  accufed  by  one  Aubrey  and  Egerton,  who 
affirm'd  they  procured  Money  to  be  given  to  his  Lordfhip, 
to  promote  their  Caules  depending  before  him.  The  truth 
thereof  being  corroborated  by  fome  Circumftances,  a  Re- 
port was  made  from  the  Committee  to  the  Houfe  upon  th© 
I  f  th,  yet  with  all  tendernefs  and  refpecl  to  his  Lordlhip,  in 
regard,  as  the  Chair-man  declared,  it  touched  the  Honour  of  a 
Great  Man,  fo  endued  with  all  Parts,  both  cf  Nature  and  Art,  as 
that  he  "ii^oidd  fay  no  more  of  him,  being  not  able  to  fay  enough :  For 
which  reafons  they  defircd  that  all  expedition  might  be  ufed. 
Upon  the  17th  Sir  Robert  Phelips  made  a  fecond  Report  of 
other  matters  of  the  fame  nature  charged  upon  the  Chancellor. 
At  which  time  Sir  Edward  Sackviile,  afterwards   the   Noble 
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Earl  of  Derfet,  Sir  Heneage  Finch  Recorder  of  London,  with 
feme  others,  Ipake  much  in  his  Lordfhip's  Defence.  But  at 
length  it  was  refolv'd,  that  the  Heads  of  the  Accufation, 
ftiould  be  drawn  up  by  the  Chair-tnatj,  Sir  Edju.  Coke,  Mr. 
Nov,  and  Sir  Dudley  Digges,  and  related  to  the  Lords,  without 
prejudice,  at  a  Conference  ;  which  was  accordingly  perform'd 
upon  Monday  the  19th  ot  this  fame  Month  ,•  and  after  the 
Report  of  the  Conference  by  the  Lord  Treafurer,  the  Mar- 
quis oi  Buckingham  prefented  a  Letter  written  to  their  Lord- 
ftiips  by  the  Chancellor  upon  the  fame  day,  which  is  enter'd  at. 
large  upon  their  Journal. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  Month  the  Sejjion  was  dif- 
continued  for  fome  time,  in  hopes,  as  was  thought,  to  fof- 
ten  the  Chancellors  Fall.  But  upon  their  Reaflembling,  more 
Complaints  being  daily  reprefented,  his  LordHiip  abandon'd 
all  Defence,  and  upon  the  izd  of  April  1621,  he  fent  an  In- 
genious Confeflion  and  Submiflion  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
which  has  been  Printed  in  feveral  Books,  but  in  none  I  pre> 
fume  fo  correctly  as  in  this.  Copied  alfo  from  the  Journal. 
But  their  LordlKips  not  thinking  it  particular  or  fatisfadory 
enough  ,  fent  him  a  Charge  confiding  of  feveral  Articles, 
requiring  a  Particular  Anfwer;  which  he  return'd  foon  after,- 
and  having  thereby  confelTcd  fome,  denied  others,  and  an- 
fwer'd  or  explain'd  the  reft,  fo  as  to  take  off  the  malig- 
nity of  the  offence,  he  concludes  the  whole  in  this  man- 
ner. 

"  This  Declaration  I  have  made  to  your  LordHiips  with  a 
''  found  and  lincere  mind.  Humbly  craving  that  if  there 
*^  ihould  be  any  miftake,  your  Lordlbips  would  impute  it 
"  to  want  of  Memory,  and  not  for  any  defire  of  mine  to 
"  cbfcure  Truth,  or  palliate  any  thing.  For  I  do  again 
"  confefs,  that  in  the  Points  charg'd  upon  me,  though  they 
"  fhculd  be  taken,  as  my  felf  have  declared  them,  is  a  great 
"  deal  of  corruption  and  negled  :  For  which  I  am  hearti- 
**^  Iv  and  penitently  forry,  and  fubmit  my  felf  to  the  Judg- 
"  ment,  and  to  the  Grace  and  Mercy  ot  this  Court. 

"  For  Extenuation,  I  will  ufe  none  concerning  the  Mat- 
"  ters  themfelves :  Onely,  it  may  pleafe  your  Lordjhips  out 
'^  of  your  Noblenefs,  to  caft  your  Eyes  ofCompaffion 
*^  upon  my  Perfon  and  Eftate.     I  was  never  noted  for  any 
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'*  avaricious  Man  ;  and  the  Jpofile  faith ,  that  Covetoufijcfs 
"  is  the  root  of  all  Evil.  I  hope  alfo,  your  Lordiliips  do  ra- 
"  ther  find  me  in  a  State  of  Grace  ,-  for  that  in  all  thefe 
*^  Particulars,  there  are  few  or  none  ,  that  are  not  ahiioft 
^^  two  years  old  ^  whereas  thofe  that  have  a  H.ibit  of  Cor- 
"  ruftion,  do  commonly  wax  worfe :  So  that  it  hath  plea- 
"  fed  Almighty  God,  to  prepare  me  by  Precedent  Degrees 
"  of  amendment  to  my  prefent  Penitency.  And  for  my 
''^  Eftate,  it  is  fo  poor  and  mean,  as  my  care  is  now  chief- 
''  ly  to  fatisfie  my  Debts. 

"  And  fo ,  fearing  I  have  troubled  your  LordlLips  too 
"  long,  I  lliall  conclude  with  an  humble  Suit  unto  you  • 
"  that  if  your  Lordihips  proceed  to  Senteftce^  your  Sentence 
"  may  not  be  heavy  to  my  Ruin,  but  gracious ,  and  mixd 
"  with  Mercy.  And  not  onely  fo,  but  that  you  would  be 
*^'  Noble  Interceffors  for  me  to  his  Majefty,  likewife  for  his 
*^  Grace  and  Favour. 

Tour  Lor^Jhips  humble  Servant , 
and  Supplicant, 

Fran.  St.  Alban. 


The  Lords  taking  this  for  a  full  and  ingenuous  Confefli- 
on,  fent  feveral  of  their  Members  ,  to  fee  if  the  Chancellor 
would  own  it  to  be  his  Hand  ,  and  abide  by  it ,  which  he 
did  in  thefe  Words  j  My  Lords,  It  is  my  Act,  my  Hand,  my 
Heart  ^  I  befeech  your  LordlKips  to  be  merciful  to  a  broken 
Reed.  Upon  which  the  Teers  fent  to  the  Houfe  o^  Com- 
mons, that  they  were  ready  to  give  Judgement,  when  they 
were  willing  to  demand  it.  Which  being  done  by  their 
Speaker  upon  the  third  of  M?/  1621 ,  the  Lord  Chief  Jufiice 
pronounced  the  following  fudgcmtnt  of  the  Houje  of  Feers, 
againft  the  Lord  Chancellor  ,  then  abfent  through  Sick- 
nefs. 

That  the  Vifcount  Sit.Alhans,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England, 
ftiall  undergo  Fine  and  Ranfom  of  40000  I,  that  he  fhall  be 

Impri- 
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Imprifon'd  in  the  Tower,  during  the  King  s  Pleafure  :  That 
he  iKall  for  ever  be  incapable  of  any  Office^  Place  or  Em- 
ployment ,  in  the  State  or  Common-wealth  •  that  he  fiiall 
never  fit  in  Parliament  ,    or  come  within  the  Ferge  of  the 

Court.  , 

The  Fr'mce,  and  fome  others  endeavour  d  to  have  miti- 
gated the  feverity  of  this  Sentence^  and  many  of  the  Lords, 
as  it  were  excufmg.  the  rigor  thereof,  did  after  tell  his  Lord- 
fiiip,  that  they  knew  they  left  him  in  good  Hands. 

In  the  Relation  which  I  have  given  of  this  affair ,  I  have 
omitted  a  particular  account  of  the  Articles  and  Aitf-iuersj  in 
refped  of  the  length  j  and  alfo,  becaufe,  that  during  the 
Seffion  o'[  Parliament ,  which  met  in  the  beginning  of  this 
prefent  year  1701  ,  the  whole  Proceedings  againft  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  were  Publiilied  from 
the  Journal.  The  Reafons  of  the  then  Search  ,  are  obviou> 
enough  ,  but  the  Cofy  which  was  then  taken  ,  I  prefume 
was  lurreptitioufly  Printed ,  I  am  fure  very  incorredly. 
The  laft  Article  therein  was  ,  that  his  Lordjlnp  had  given  way 
to  great  Exa^ions  in  his  Servants :  And  he  confelTed,  it  was  a 
Treat  neo-leB  in  him ,  that  he  looked  to  them  no  better.  This  I 
the  rather  mention ,  becaufe  thofe  Writers  who  excufe  the 
Mailer ,  lay  the  greateft  blame  upon  his  Servants :  And 
there's  no  doubt  but  that  fome  of  them  were  very  guilty, 
and  that  their  Lord  had  that  Opinion  of  them  ,  which  it  is 
reported,  his  Lordfhip  in  the  time  of  thefe  Troubles,  fig- 
nifiedin  palling  through  a  Room,  where  many  of  his  Re- 
tinue rifing  up  to  falute  him  ,•  He  faid  ,  Sit  you  down ,  My 
Maflcrs,  your  Rife  hath  been  my  Fall.  And  v/e  are  told  by 
Rupjworth  ,  in  the  Firft  Volume  o£  his  Hi/orical  Collodions  ^ 
"^  That  he  treafured  up  nothing  for  himfeif  or  Family,  but 
"'  was  over  indulgent  to  his  Servants,  and  connived  at  their 
'^  Takings ,  and  their  ways  betray 'd  him  to  that  Error  : 
'*  They  were  profufe  and  expenfive,  and  had  at  their  com- 
"■'  mand  whatever  he  was  Malier  of  The  Gifts  taken,  were 
'^'^  for  the  molt  part  for  Interlocutory  Orders^  his  Decrees 
"  were  generally  made  with  fo  much  Equity  ^  that  though 
''  Gifts  rendrcd  him  fufpedcd  for  Injuftice,  yet  never  any 
"  Decree  made  by  him  was  reveifed  as  unjuit ,  as  it  hath 
"'  been  obferv'd  by  fome,  knowing  in  our  Laws. 

To 
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To  thiSj  I  fhall  onel)^  add ,  what  he  alledges  by  way  of 
excufcy  that  great  part  of  the  Gifts,  &c.  were  made  as  Pre- 
fents,  in  cafes  where  no  Suit  was  depending,  cr  a  good  while 
before  they  were  begun,  or  after  they  were  ended. 

Upon  this  occaiion ,  Who  can  forbear  to  obferve  and 
lament,  the  Weaknefs  and  Infirmity  o[  Humane  Nature  ?  To 
fee  a  Man,  fo  far  exalted  above  the  Common-Level  of  his 
Fellow  Creatures  ,  to  fmk  fo  far  below  it ;  To  fee  a  Man , 
who  like  Seneca ,  gave  admirable  Rules  for  the  CondiiA  of 
Life,  and  condemning  the  avaricious  purfuit  after  Riches ; 
and  what  is  unlike  Seneca  ,  contemning  them  in  liis  own 
Perfon,  and  yet  to  be  dehled  thereby  :  To  fee  a  Man  ap- 
plauding Sir  George  VilUcrs  ,  whiifl:  very  young  ,  for  defpi- 
ling  Money,  where  it  crolfed  Reafon  o^  State  or  Virtue ,  to 
take  .Money  in  his  Mature  Age,  in  Oppofition  to  both,  and 
to  his  own  Deftrudion  :  Above  all,  to  fee  a  great  Mafter  of 
Reafon  and  Pbilofophy,  who  had  been  a  Credit  and  Ornament 
to  the  Refer rr2ed  Religion,  to  abate  the  Lufire  of  his  Example^ 
by  fubmitting  to  a  Temptation,  which  many  of  the  Heathen 
Vhilofcfbcrs  had  the  Power  to  refill.  But  as  his  Lordiliip  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  made  a  Memorial  for  the  greateft  and 
the  wifefl,;^(3  take  heed  left  they  fall  ,♦  fo  he  hath  the  good  fortune, 
(which  he  obferves,  attended  three  Famous  Writers ,  fallen 
under  the  like  Circumftances)  to  have  the  remembrance  of 
this  Calamity  ,  looked  on  by  Pofierity  as  a  little  ViBure  of 
Kight-TVork,  remaining  amongft  the  Fair,  and  excellent  Ta- 
bles of  his  Acls  and  Works. 

Before  I  leave  this  Subjed  ,  I  diall  take  fome  notice  of 
a  Letter  the  Marquis  o\  Buckingham  writ  to  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield^ 
foon  after  the  accufing  of  the  Chancellor  •  Wherein  he  hop'd 
that  God,  who  had  given  that  Lord  many  other  great  Gilts, 
had  alfo  preferv'd  him  from  being  guilty  of  fuch  Crimes : 
Yet  he  alfo  hoped,  the  Hcufe  o'i  Commons  would  wave  their 
Application  to  the  Lords ,  and  go  their  diredPc  way  to  the 
Kirig,  Vv'ho  both  could  and  would  do  them  Juftice.  And  I 
remember  Dr.  Heylyn,  in  his  Liie  of  Arch-Bilbop  Laud,  and 
Mr.  ElfiKg,  in  a  Manufcripc  Difcourfe  touching  Parliaments, 
look'd  upon  the  giving  up  of  this  great  Miniiier  to  the  Par- 
liament, as  a  wrong  Step  made  by  the  King,  and  a  leading 
Card  to  others  foon  after.     Yet  the  Committee  fecm'd  to  be 
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of  another  Opinion,  when  they  told  the  Peers  that  they 
followed  ancient  ?refidcntSjW\\\ch  ihew'd  that  great  Perfor.si 
liad  been  accufed  for  the  like  in  Parliament.  But  from 
what  has  been  faid ,  it  may  be  obferv'd  how  miftaken  the 
Editor  o^ Moreryi  Didionary  is,  when  he  affirms  under  the 
Title  of  King  James ^  and  the  Lord  Bacon,  that  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  was  the  caufe  of  the  Lord  Chancellors  Downfall  ^ 
nor  do  I  know  any  Hiftorian  that  alTerts  the  fame. 

When  the  Great  Seal  was  taken  from  this  Lord ,  it  was 
put  into  Commijjioners  Hands  for  fome  time ,  till  it  fell  very  - 
unexpectedly  to  the  Cuftody  of  Dr.  Pnlliams  the  Dean  of 
TVeftminfter.     Upon  the  loth  o^Julj  1621,  the  Khg  declares 
to  his  Privy-Council ,  the  reafons  of  his  Choice,    firfi,  Be- 
caufe  of  the  Deans  good  Parts,  wherewith  Nature  and  Edu- 
cation had  enabled  him  for  publick  Miniftiy,  and  the  great 
Experience  he  had  in  Chancery  Bufinefs  under  the  Lord  El~ 
lefmere.     Secondly,  That  being  refolved  to  reform  that  Court, 
and  not  to  have  a  Lawyer  ,•   the  Dean  being  young  and 
a6live,  might  take  pains  in  the  fame  :  And  being  intended 
but  for  a  Vrohatiorer  for  a  time  ,  he  might  at  the  end  be  re- 
warded with  a  better  Bifhoprick ,  than  what  he  foon  de- 
hgned  him  ;    For  which  purpofe ,    he  refolved  the  Dean 
ihould  hold  the  Place  but  a  year  and  a  half,  unlefs  it  fhould 
prove  very  inconvenient  to  Bufmefs  ,•    and  then  after,  fo 
much  longer  time,  pofitively  to  refign  the  (ame.     His  Ma- 
jeiUe  further  declared.  That  he  fhould  be  aflifted  in  Mat- 
ters Legal,  by  the  two  Chief  Jufiices ,  Judge  Dodderidge  and 
Hutton  ,•  and  that  the  placing  of  Juftices  of  Feace,  he  would 
referve  to  himfelf     Thefe  Reafcns  I  have  extraded  from 
the  A^  of  Council ;    but  whether  they  were  fuggefted  by 
the  Dean  himfelf,  or  were  the  refult  of  His  Majefties  own 
or  others  thoughts,!  fliall  leave  to  the  Reader  to  judge  from 
what  has  been  faid  ,  and  from  what  Bifnop  Racket  declares 
in  the  Hijlo^y  of  the  Keeper's  Life.  That  to  break  the  force 
of  E-nvy,  likely  to  attend  that  Adion,he  dcfired  His  Majelly 
to  abridge  the  Grandeur  of  the  Place,  by  providing  that  no 
Chancellor  for  the  future  ,    might  continue  above  three 
years,  and  that  he  himfelf  mighc  be  in  the  nature  of  a  Pro- 
bationer for  one  year  and  a  half:    That  he  might  have  a 
Learned  Mafter  of  the  Rclh  to  fit  with  him,  and  the  aflilf-- 
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ance  of  two  Judges :  But  that  all  thefe  Propofals  were  re- 
jeded  and  made  inefFedual,  and  probably  by  fome  curious 
Perfons ,  to  fee  how  the  Keener  could  fuftain  himfelf.  But 
I  fhall  not  digrefs  any  further ,  the  Lord  Keepers  Life  and 
Adions  having  been  reprefented  by  his  Friends  and  Ene- 
mies, whereby  he  does  appear  to  have  been  the  Founder  of 
fome  Noble  BenefaBions,  and  Mafter  of  great  Learning  and 
Abilities  j  tho'  like  moft  other  great  Jewels ,  he  was  not 
without  his  Flaws. 

After  the  Judgement  given  againft  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  a  ftiort  Imprifonment  in  the  Tower,  he  retired  from  the 
Light  of  an  AAive  Life,  which  he  had  been  called  to  much 
againft  his  Getjius ,  to  the  Shade  oi  Contemplation  ,  which 
he  had  always  loved.  And  here  I  fhall  confider  him  fpend- 
ing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  Privacy,  which  in  the  ref- 
petft  of  the  Woi-ks  he  Revifed  or  Compofed,  may  be  efteem- 
ed  Nobile  ^linquennium  ,  procuring  as  much  Llonour  to  his 
Name,  and  more  benefit  to  the  World,  than  the  moft  Cele- 
ted  Parts  of  his  Life. 

The  Firft  ,  Or  at  leaft  the  greateft  Ad  of  Kindnefs  the 
King  extended  to  him,  was  the  relcafmg  the  Parliamentary 
Fine ,  and  granting  it  to  fome  Friends  of  his  Lordlliips , 
which  I  conceive  was  done  ,  in  order  to  give  him  a  little 
refpite  from  his  Creditors :  To  whom  I  have  fomcwhere 
feen ,  that  he  paid  8000  /.  after  his  Fall.  And  he  re- 
lates in  one  of  the  following  Letters ,  that  he  had  fpred 
all  his  Plate  and  Jewels  upon  poor  Men.  Upon  the  goth 
oijuly  1624,  he  implores  of  his  Majefty  a  total  Remiilion 
^his  Sentence,  to  the  end  that  Blot  of  Ignominy  might 
be  removed  from  him ,  and  from  his  Memory  with  Pofteri- 
ty.  Which  Requeft  I  luppofe  was  granted  ,  becaufe  I  find 
he  was  Summon'd  to  Parliament  ,  in  the  ift.  year  of  King 
Charles. 

It  may  be  prefum'd  that  the  prcfling  of  his  Creditors,  and 
the  ill  payment  of  his  Penfions  upon  his  Difgrace,  compell'd 
him  to  write  to  the  King  the  i  ;6th  ,  and  fome  other  com- 
plaining Letters :  But  that  he  dyed  in  fo  low  a  Condition , 
as  Howel  has  reprefented  in  one  of  his  Letters ,  and  from 
him  Monfieur  Bajle  has  inferred  in  his  Dictionary  ,  and  o^ 
ther  Learned  Perfons  in  their  Works,  is  by  no  means  to  be 
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granted,    tor  i\i<i  lik  libera'iijy'  stnA  negle»5l  o^^  treafurirfg  u^ 
Mofiey,  rind  his  piQ&t  expei^ee  in  making  of  Experiments-, 
leem  to  have  cxhaufted  the  Gains  of  his  Pfofeffion  and  Pre- 
ferments ;;  Yfet  Dr.  Raw!ev,   his  Domeftick  Chaplain ,  and  a 
Perfon  nf^ach  trafted  hy  his  Lordfhip,  affures  us ,  the  King 
had  givefi  hirri  diit  of  the  Broad  Seal,  and  out  of  the  Alkna- 
tion  Office  to  the  value  of  1800  /.  fer  Annum ,  which  with 
his  Manor  of  Gorh^mbury ,  and  other  Lands  adjoyning  ,  st- 
mounting  to  a  third  part  more,  he  retained  to  his  Dyirig- 
day  :    And  fo  I  fuppofe  he  did  the  Profits  of  the  Office  of  - 
Regifiet  in  the  Star-Chamber ,  computed  at  1600  /,  fer  Ann. 
which  Was  granted  to  him  in  Reverfio^n  ,  by  Queen  Eliz,a~ 
heth  ,  tho'  it  fell  not  unto  him ,  till  towards  the  latter  end 
of  Her  SucceiTors  Reign.     In  his  laft  Will ,  which  bears 
date  the  19th  of  December  1625-,   (befides  what  was  fetled  , 
and  left  to  his  Lady ,  anfwerable  to  Her  Quality  ,•)    He 
gives  fevcral  large  Charities  and  Legacies  to  his  Friends  and 
Servants ;,  and  makes  an  Eftimate  of  his  Eftate  ,  by  which 
Debts  and  Legacies  might  be  fatisfied  .•  And  appoints  that  out 
of  the  remainder,a  Le^iure  fbould  be  founded  in  each  Univer- 
Jity  for  Natural  Phllofiphj  ,  and  the  Sciences,  which  he  hoped 
would  at  leaft  amount  to  200 1,  a  year  a-piece  :  Wherein  he 
direds  his  Truftees  to  have  regard  to  the  meafures  Sir  Henr^ 
Savile  had  lately  taken  in  his  ,  and  intreats  his  noble  and 
conftant  Friend  the  DukQ  of  Buckingham ,  to  be  an  Over- 
feer  of  his  Will ;,  and  that  his  Executors  would  take  fome 
pains  in  the  performance  ,•    that  confidering  what  he  had 
been,  his  good  Mind  by  their  good  Care  ,  might  effe(S  that 
Bcod  IVurk.     Yet  Monfieur  Sorbier  takes  upon  him  to  tell  the 
World,  as  frorh  Sir  William  Bofwel ,  a  Friend  of  my  Lords, 
that  his  Lordlhip  made  this  Will  by  way  of  Gallantry ,  and 
that  he  therein  left  Four  hundred  thoufand  Livres  to  ah 
imaginary  College  ;    whereof  he  had  defign'd   the  flan  in 
his  new  Atlantis.     But  this  was  an  Imagination  more  wild 
and  groundlefs  ,    than  any  that  had   grown   up  in  Sorbiers 
Brain.     It  was  well  known  ,   that  my  Lord  Bacon  ,  in  the 
Fable  of  the  New  Atlantis ,  exhibited  a  Model  ,    rather 
poflible  to  be  effedied  ,  than  probable  to  be  ever  attempted 
by  the  greateft  and  moft  opulent  Prince.     It  is  as  true  his 
Lordiliips  Executors  declined  to  ad ,  finding  I  fuppofe  the 
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Debts  greater  ,  and  the  Eftate  lefs  than  the  Teflator  con- 
peiv'd  :  So  that  Adminiftration  was  granted  to  Mr.  Mean- 
t/^y  and  another  of  his  Creditors. 

I  ftiall  conclude  this  Matter,  with  this  fliort  Reficclion 
That  it  my  Lord  St.  Albans,  occafions,  made  him  ronictime 
write  to  the  King  in  a  prefling  and  fupplicating  manner,yet 
the  many  Works  he  compofed  ,  and  dcfigned  ,  during  his 
Retirement^  fhew  that  his  thoughts  were  ftill  Free ,  Vigo- 
rous, and  Noble.     What  thofe  were  in  particular,  and  up- 
on what  account  Written,  the  Reader  will  in  Ibme  meafure 
colled:  from  the  141ft.  Letter,  fenc  to  the  Bifhop  01  Winch e- 
fier.     But  confidering  the  Place  in  wliich  I  write,  I  cannot 
ib  far  forget  the  Vrofejfion  he  .honoured  ,  as  to  pafs  over  fo 
lightly  the  following  Paper,  containing  an  Ojfer  to  His  Ma- 
jeily,  of  a  Digefi  to  be  made  of  the  Lan?s  ai  England.     This 
was  what  he  had  propofed  before  ,  in  a  Difcourfe  touching 
the   Recor»pllem£nt  ^nA  Amendment  o^  t\\Q  Laivs  ,  Printed  in 
the  Refttfcitatio  ,  and  at  the  time  when  he  was  Attorney  Ge- 
neral ,  and  foon  after  the  time  that  he  was  made  a  Privj^ 
Comfelier  :  To  the  end,  that  it  might  appear,  that  the  more 
leaiure  he  had  from  private  Caufes ,  the  more  tirHe  he  was 
defirous  to  Dedicate  to  Tublkk  SerVtce.     And  now  that  he 
was  come  to  enjoy  a  much  greater  Icafure  ,  he   renew'd 
his  Delires  of  endeavouring  to  give  a  Form  to  thofe  La-ws  , 
j.voi  thy  of  their  Matter  and  Suhfiance  :  For  which  he  high- 
ly commends  them  in,  the  Treatife  I  have  been  fpeaking  of^ 
Publiibed  amongft  fome  Mifcellanies  in  1629,  and  fince  that 
time  in  i'everal  other  Books.     But  this  affair  requiring  great 
afliftance,  which  he  perceived  was  not  like  to  be  afforded 
he  laid  it  afide  ^  Leaving  Pofterity  occafion  to  lament,  from 
thefe  two  excellent  Traits,  the  want  of  fo  great  a  Workn^an 
in  fo  great  and  ufeful  a  Work.     Yet  if  the  multiplying  of 
concurring  and  difagreeing  Statute-La7vsy  were  thought  fo 
great  a  Grievance  by  him  then  ,  What  would  he  now  lay, 
if  he  were  to  live  in  this  Age  ?  In  which  we  may  well  fay. 
Prima  Vitijs^  modo  Legihus  Labor amus.     Since  the  times  of  my 
Lord^^cow,  there  hath  appeared,  to  the  Honour  of  his  Na- 
tion, his  Religion,  and  Proteflion  j  a  Gentleman,  endued 
with  a  great  Gmim  and  Capacity,  and  adorn'd  with  all  the 
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Qualities^  that  could  render  a  M<^gljlratej  belov'd^  efteem'd, 
and  admir'd  ,  the  late  Lord  Chief  J ufike  Hale  ;  who  in  his 
excellent  Vreface  to  RoUes  Abridgement ,  hath  left  us  his 
fenfe  of  this  Matter,  in  thefe  Words.  "  It  were  to  be  wifK- 
^'^  ed ,  that  fome  compleat  Corpus  Juris  Communis ,  were  ex- 
"  traded  out  of  the  many  Books  of  our  Englijlo  Laws ,  for 
"  the  publick  ufe ,  and  for  contrading  the  Laws  into  a 
^'^  narrow  compafs  and  method ,  at  leaft  for  Ordinary 
"  Study.  But  this  is  a  Work  of  time_,  and  requires  many 
^^  Induftrious ,  and  Judicious  Hands,  and  Heads  to  aflift  in 

"  it. 

Of  the  three  following  Letters ,  which  were  Written  in 
Latine,  upon  his  Lordfbips  prefenting  to  the  Umverjities  the 
new  Edition  of  his  Advancement  of  Learning  ;  I  need  now 
fay  nothing  ,  having  already  faid  fo  much  of  that  Work. 
But  of  the  onely  Letter  of  this  Colledion  in  French,  perhaps 
I  may  be  thought  to  enlarge  my  felf.  It  was  written  to 
the  Marquis  D'Effiat ,  AmbafTador  fi-om  the  French  King  _, 
and  fent  by  the  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  ,  about  the  time  he 
had  entered  upon  his  Publick  Mlniftry  ,  to  conclude  the 
Treaty  of  Marriage  between  the  Prince  ofJVaks,  and  the 
Princefs  Henrietta  Maria  of  France.  The  AmbalTador  being 
introduced  to  the  Lord  St.  Albans ,  at  a  time  when  weak- 
nefs  had  confined  him  to  his  Bed  ,  faluted  him  with  this 
high  Expreflion.  Tour  Lordjln-p  hath  been  to  me  like  the  An- 
gels, of  whom  I  have  read  and  heard  much,  but  never  [aw  them. 
To  which  he  replied.  If  the  Charity  of  others  compiare  me  to  an 
Angel,  mine  own  Infirmities  tell  me  1  am  a  Man.  Befides,  this 
Gentleman  ,  Dr.  Rawley  declares  ,  that  feveral  Perfons  of 
^iality  croffed  the  Seas,  on  piirpofe  to  fee  ,  and  converfe 
with  him.  And  I  remember  GaJJendm  informs  us ,  That 
the  Celebrated  Monfieur  de  Tierefc  ,  lamented  his  negle<5l  of 
enjoying  fo  great  a  Satisfadion. 

From  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  thefe  tvv'o  Noble  Per- 
fons, they  contraded  an  intimate  Friendlfiip ,  giving  each 
other  the  Appellation  of  Father  and  Son  ,•  as  will  appear  by 
the  aforefaid  Letter,  fent  by  the  Lord  St.  Alban  ,  together 
with  his  Book  of  Ejfays ,  Reprinted  in  the  year  1625-  ,  and 
enlarged  both  in  Number  and  Weight.  And  furely  it  is  a 
Work  worthy  the  Additional  Title  he  had  then  given  it ,  of 

Coun- 
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Counfels  Civil  and  Moral :  Which  altho'  they  were  the 
Refult,  and  efFed  oi  his  more  eafie  Contemplations,  yet  if 
nothing  more  had  been  left  of  this  Author,  thofe  had  been 
iufficient  ot  themfelves,  to  declare  his  great  Depth  and  Ca- 
pacity ,  and  infight  into  the  Concerns  of  Humane  Life  : 
And  which  he  obferves,  had  been  ot  all  his  iVorks  the  moft 
Current ,  as  coming  heme  to  Mens  Bufwefs  and  Bofomes, 
The  Marquis  had  before  caufed  the  Advancement  o^ Learning 
to  be  Tranflated  into  his  own  Language  :  whether  he  did 
the  fame  by  thefe  EJJays ,  I  know  not ,  but  that  they  were 
render'd  into  French ,  Italian  ,  and  by  his  LordHiip  _,  with 
fome  afliftance  of  Benj.  Johnfon  ,  &C.  into  Latlne ,  is  fuf- 
ficiently  evident. 

The  Firft  Edition  of  thefe  EJJays ,  which  was  PubliHied  in 
the  year  1 5-97^  I  have  never  feen  :  In  this  laft  he  Dedica- 
ted them  to  the  Duke  oi  Buckingham  ;  by  reafon  whereof 
the  Epijf-Ie  prefixed  to  the  Edition  in  161 2,  and  Written  to 
his  Brother  in  Law,  Sir  John  Conefiable,  is  in  a  manner  loft, 
which  I  fhall  endeavour  to  recover  by  giving  it  a  place 
herein. 

"  My  laft  EJJays,  I  dedicated  to  my  dear  Brother,  Mr.  An- 
"  thony  Bacon  ,  who  is  with  God.  Looking  amongft  my 
^'^  Papers  this  vacation  ,  I  found  others  of  the  fame  nature  : 
"  Which  if  I  my  felf,  ihall  not  fuffer  to  be  loft,  it  feemeth 
'*^  the  World  will  not,  by  the  often  Printing  of  the  former. 
"  Miffing  my  Brother,  I  found  you  next  ,•  in  refped  of  Bond 
"  of  near  Alliance  ,  and  of  ftraight  Friendjln-p  and  Society  ^ 
"  and  particularly  of  Communication  in  Studies :  Where- 
"  in  I  muft  acknowledge  my  felf  beholding  to  you.  For 
"  as  my  Bujinefs  found  Rejt  in  my  Contemplations  ,  fo  my 
"  Contemplations  ever  found  Rejl  in  your  loving  Conference 
"  and  Judgement.  So  wiHiing  you  all  good ,  I  remain 
"  your ,    &c. 

This  being  the  laft  Work  of  my  Lord  St.  Alhans ,  which  I 
iliall  have  occafion  to  confider  in  thefe  Difcourfes,-  I  fhall 
fum  up  all  that  I  have  to  fay  upon  that  Subjed  ,  with  a 
wifh  :  That  as  Dr.  Rawky  Pub'iillied  many  of  his  Lorddiips 
Latine  Compofitions  in  a  large  Folio,  in  the  year  1658,  and 
of  his  Engl ijl)  about  twenty  years  after ,  fo  Pofterity  might 
he  gratified  with  feeing  the  reft  that  are  much  fcarter'd, 

united: 
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united  together  ,  by  reducing  the  whole  into  juft  and  me- 
thodical Volumes :  That  the  Authors  memory  might  be 
vindicated  from  a  pretended  Edition  of  all  his  Lat'me 
Works  5  at  Frankfort  in  i66j  ,  tho'  a  very  faulty  one  and 
unworthy  of  his  Charader.  I  am  perfwaded  ,  that  who- 
ever {hall  ferioufly  reflect  upon  his  Labours ,  will  per- 
ceive ,  that  tho'  tmany  of  his  Profeffion ,  as  well  as  o- 
thersjieem  to  place  themfelves  a  little  too  near  in  the  Centre 
of  their  thoughts :  He  will  be  found  to  have  had  the  Beme- 
fit  of  the  whole  Nation,  nay  of  all  Mankind  in  his  view,  and 
in  his  Dsfires  :  Infomuch  ,  that  tho'  he  left  no  Children  by 
his  Lady,  it  has  been  obferved,  that  he  left  all  Men,  efpe- 
cially  Learned  Men ,  his  Heirs.  "  Defigning  his  Endea- 
"  vours,  according  to  Dr.  Heylin  ,  to  the  perfeding  of  the 
"  Works  of  Nature  ,  or  rather  improving  Nature  to  the  beft 
^^  advantages  of  Life,  and  the  common  Benefit  of  Mankind. 
^'  Pity  it  was ,  faith  he ,  that  he  had  not  been  entertained 
"  with  fome  liberal  Salary,  abftraded  from  all  affairs  both 
"  of  Court  and  Judicature,  and  furniflied  v/ith  lufficiency 
"  both  of  means  and  helps,  for  the  going  on  in  his  Defign ; 
"  which  had  it  been  done ,  he  might  have  given  us  fuch  a 
'^  Body  of  Natural  Philofophj,  and  made  it  fo  fubfervient  to 
"^  the  Publick  Good,  that  neither  Jrifiotle ,  nor  Theo^hrafim 
^^  amongft  the  Ancients,  nor  Varacelfus,  or  the  reft  of  our 
"  latter  Chymifts  would  have  been  confiderable. 

Having  hitherto  taken  fome  Profped  of  this  great  Man 
in  his  Life  and  Adions ,  his  Studies  and  Contemplations  ; 
I  fhall,  from  the  laft  Letter  in  this  ColleBion ,  and  the  laft  he 
ever  wrote  ,  give  fome  account  of  the  manner ,  the  place, 
and  the  time  of  his  Death.  His  Lordfbip  had  been  long 
of  an  infirm  Conftitution,  and  was  about  that  time  thought 
to  be  recovering  from  a  dangerous  and  tedious  Sicknefs. 
But  repairing  caiually  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel  s  Houfe  at 
High-gate,  he  fell  ill  of  a  gentle  Fever,  accidentally  accom- 
panied with  a  great  Cold,  and  after  about  a  Weeks  conti- 
nuance there  ,  he  died  by  a  Deftuxion  of  Rheume ,  which 
fell  upon  his  Breaft  ,  early  in  the  Morning  of  Eafier-Day , 
being  the  9th.  of  Jfril ,  in  the  year  1626  ,  Aged  Si:<tj  five 
Years  f  wo  Months,  and  about /or/r?ee«  Days.  And  was  buried 
according  to  his  defire,  exprelTed  in  his  laft  Will,  in  St.  Mi- 
chads 
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chaels  Church  at  St.  Albans,  becaufe  the  Body  of  his  Mother 
was  there  interred  ,•  and  becaufe  it  was  the  onely  Varijh 
Church  then  remaining  within  the  Precinds  of  Old  Verulam  : 
Where  Sir  Thomas  Mcautjs ,  formerly  his  Secretary  ,  and  af- 
terwards Clerk  of  the  Vrivy-CotMcil ,  out  of  Gratitude  and 
Honour  to  his  Memory^  ereAed  a  Monument  of  White  Mar- 
ble ,  reprefenting  his  full  Portraiture  ,  fitting  in  a  Contem- 
plative Pofturc,  with  the  following  Epitaph ,  compofed  by 
that  rare  wit  and  accomplifh'd  Gentleman  Sir  Henry  Wot- 
tm. 

Francifcus  Bacon,  Baro  de  Vorulam_, 
S.  Albani  Vicecomes : 

Seu, 
Notioribffs  Titulis 
Scietitiarwn  Lumen,  Facundia  Lex, 
Sic  Sedebat. 

^i  pofiquam  Omnia  Naturalis  Sapientia , 
Et  Ci'vilis  Arcana  evohjif(et  _, 
Natura  Decretum  explevit : 

Compofita  Solvantur , 

Anno  Dom.  MDCXXVI. 
^^tatu  LXVI. 

Tanti  viri  Memoria,  Thomas  Meautus,  Superfiitis  Cultor, 
Defunct  Admirator, 

H.    P. 


That 


is 


Francu  Bacon,  Baron  of  Verulam,  and  Vifcount  St.  Alban. 

Or  in  more  Confpicuous  Titles. 

The  Light  of  the  Sciences_,  the  Law  of  Eloquence, 

repofed  himfelf  on  this  manner. 

Who,  after  he  had  unveil'd  all  theMyfteries  of  Natu- 
ral and  Civil  Wifdora,  obey'd  the  Decree  of  Na- 
ture, 
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ture ,  which  dilTolv'd  the  Union  of  his  Soul 

and  Body,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1626, 

and  in  the  6(^th  year  of  his  Age. 

To  the  Memory  of  fo  great  a  Man,  Thomas  Meautjs^  a 

Reverencer  of  iiim  whilft  alive,  and  an  admirer 

now  dead,   hath  ere(5led  this  Monument. 

The  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  condol'd  the  lofs  of  fuch  a 
Son  ,  as  many  other  Gentlemen  did  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  Fa- 
ther in  Learning  ;  But  the  Copies  ofVerfes  which  were  made 
upon  that  occafion,  being  fent  to  Dr.  Raivlej  ,  he  fuppref- 
fed  many  of  them  from  the  Light  ,♦  not  becaufe  they  did 
not  very  well  deferve  to  be  feen  ,  but  becaufe  ,  as  he  faith 
himfelf,  his  Deceafed  Lord  was  wont  to  be  pleafed  not  with 
Number,  but  with  Weight. 

It  may  be  now  delired  ,  that  fome  juft  Defcription  and 
Charader  Ihould  be  given   of  this  eminent  Man  ,•  but  the 
Image  of  his  Perfon  ,  which  was  once  fo  obvious  to  every 
eye,  is  now  fo  obfcure  to  mine,  the  Reprefentation  thereof 
in  Vrints  being  fir  from  the  Beft ,  and  the  onely  FiSlure  in 
Colours  I  remember  to  have  feen  ,  being  much  inferiour 
to  them,  I  Hiall  borrow  what  afliftance  I  can  from  the  Pens 
of  others.     He  was  of  the  midling  Stature  of  Men,  and  of 
Prefence  grave  and  comely  :  "  Having,  as  the  Ingenious 
*^*^  and  Learned  Gentleman  Mr.  E'velyn  obferves  in  his  late 
"  Difcourfe  o^ Medals,  a  fpacious  Forehead  and  piercing  Eye, 
"  always  (as  he  had  been  told  by  one  that  knew  him  well) 
"  looking  upwards,  as  a  Soul  in  fublime  Contemplation ,  and 
^^  as  the  Perfon  who  by  ftanding  up  againft  Dogmatifis,  was 
'^  to  emancipate  the  long  and  miferable  Captivated  Philofo- 
"  phia ,  which  hath  ever  fmce  made  fuch  Conquefis  in  the 
'^^  Territories  of  Nature. 

But  how  defective  foever  I  am  in  this  Portrait  of  his  Per- 
fon, it  would  be  vaftly  more  apparent ,  fiiould  I  attempt  to 
defer ibe  his  Mind ;  that  Forma  aterna  ,  which  can  onely  be 
feen  ,  in  the  Lineaments  his  own  Head  and  Hand  has 
drawn  :  For  fince  he  was  a  Man  of  a  moft  fublime  and 
exalted  Genius,  comparable  to  any  thefe  latter  Ages  of  the 

World 
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World  hai^tfknown  ,  who  befides  a  quick  and  lively  ^ppre- 
hen/ton ,  a  ftrong  and  faithtul  Memory ,  was  endued  with  a 
clear  and  folid  Judgement ,  and  an  Eiocut'ion  which  was  the 
Glory  of  his  TimeSj  and  almoft  inimitable  :  h  would  be  a 
prefumption  in  me  ,  fo  far  remov'd  from  his  Abilities , 
to  think  my  felf  able  to  conceive  a  full  Lka  Cl  his  worth, 
much  more  to  exprefs  it  to  the  IForld.  I  might  inftead  there- 
of, after  the  manner  of  fome ,  rather  weary  than  fatisfie 
the  Reader,  fbould  I  bring  to  his  view,  thofe  many  Eulogys 
which  have  been  given  his  Lordrtiip  by  Domeftick  and  1  o- 
reign  Writers,  and  which  my  felf  have  feen.  But  to  what 
hath  been  already  done  of  that  nature  ,  I  hope  no  Perfbn 
will  be  difpleafed  to  fee  what  follows ,  under  the  Pens  of 
two  Perfons,  who  remembred  him  living,  and  two  others, 
I  prefume,  well  acquainted  with  his  Works. 

**  There  happened  in  my  Time,faith  the  Learned  Poet  Ben, 
*^  Johnfon^in.  his Difcoveries,onQ  Noble  Speaker,  the  Lord  Fe~ 
"  rnlam,  who  was  full  of  Gravity  in  hi?  fpeaking.  His  Lan- 
"  guage,  where  he  could  pafs  by  a  Jeft,  was  nobly  cenfo- 
*^  rious.  No  Man  ever  fpake  more  neatly ,  more  preflly, 
"  more  weightily,  or  fufFer'd  lefs  emptinels,  lefs  idlenefs  in 
'^  what  he  utter'd.  No  member  of  his  5'/>e<?(r/6,  but  confifted 
"  of  his  own  Graces.  His  Hearers  could  not  cough  or  look 
"  afide  without  lofs :  He  commanded  where  he  fpoke,  and 
''  had  his  Judges  angry  and  pleafed  at  his  Devotion.  No  Man 
"  had  their  afFedions  more  in  his  Power  ,•  the  fear  of  every 
"  Man  that  heard  him,  was,  left  he  fhould  make  an  end.  yind 
"  afterwards,  Lord  Egerton  thQChancellor,  a  great  and  grave  Om- 
'^  tor,  &c.  But  his  learned  and  able,tho'  unfortunate  Succejfcr 
'  tbs  Lord  Bacon,  is  he  who  hath  filled  up  all  Members,and 
^  perform'd  that  in  our  Tongue,  which  may  be  compared 
'  or  prefer'd,  either  to  Infolent  Greece,  or  Haughty  Rome. 
'  Injhort,  within  his  view,  and  about  his  time,  were  all  tiie 
'  IVits  born,  that  could  Honour  a  Language,  or  could  help 
*  Study.  Now  things  daily  fall  ,•  TVlts  grow  downward,  and 

Eloquence  goes  backward  :  So  that  he  may  be  named,  and 

ftand  as  the  Mark  or  c4«/^^  of  our  Language. 

"  I  nave  ever  obferv'd  it  to  have  been  the  Office  of  a 

wile  Patriot,  anwng  the  Greateft   Affairs  of  State,    w 

(  k  J  ''  take 
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"^  take  care  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Learning.  For  School? 
^'  they  are  the  Seminaries  of  State  ;  and  nothing  is  worthier 
*^  the  Study  of  a  Statefman,  than  that  Part  of  the  Reftthlkky 
"  which  vve  call  the  Advancement  of  Letters.  Witnefs  the 
'^  Care  of  Julius  Cafar,  who  in  the  Heat  of  the  Civil  War, 
"  writ  his  Books  of  Analogy ,  and  Dedicated  them  to  Tulfy. 
"  This  made  the  late  Lord  St.  Alban  Entitle  his  Work  No- 
"  ^oum  Organum:  Which  though,  by  the  moft  of  Superficial 
"  Men,  who  cannot  get  beyond  the  Title  o[  Nomlnals,  it 
"  is  not  penetrated,  nor  underftood  ,•  it  really  openeth  all 
"  Defeds  of  Learning  whatfoever,  and  is  a  Book 

Hor.  de  ®«i  Lonzum  -noto  Scriptori  proropat  avum. 

Art.  Poet.  -x.  6  r       r      & 

^'  My  conceit  of  his  Vernon ,  was  never  increa- 
"  fed  towards  him,  by  his  Vlace  or  Honours.  But  I  have 
'^^  and  do  reverence  him  for  the  GreatneJSj  that  was  onely 
'^'•"  proper  to  hlmfelf ;  in  that  he  feem'd  to  me  ever  by  his  Worksy 
"  one  of  the  greateft  Men,  and  moft  worthy  of  admiration, 
"  that  had  been  in  mariy  Ages.  In  his  adverficy  I  ever  pray'd 
"  tliat  God  would  give  him  Strength,for  Greatnefshe  could 
"  not  want.  Neither  could  I  condole  in  a  word  or  fyllable 
^'^  for  him  ,•  as  knowing  no  accident  could  do  harm  to  Virtue, 
''  but  rather  help  to  make  it  Manlfefi. 

After,  Mr.  Oshom,  in  the  fecond  Part  of  his  Advice  to  his 

Son,  hath  recommended  an  Univerfal  Infpedion   into  the 

Sciences^  as  moft  becoming  a  Gentleman,  unfix'd  in  a  fettled 

Calling.    He  goes  on,  "  And  my  Memory  neither   doth,   nor 

*^^  I  believe  poflible,  ever  can  dired  me  towards  an  Example 

"  more  fplendid  in  this  kind,  than  the  Lord  Bacon,  Vicount' 

"  St.  Albans.   Who  in  all  Companies  did  appear  a  good  Tro- 

^^  ficlent,  if  not  a  Mafter  in  thofe  Arts  entertain'd  for  the  Sub- 

^^  jecft  of  every  ones  Dlfcourfe.  So  as  I  dare  maintain,  without 

^'  the  leaft  affedation  of  Flattery  or  Hjperhole,  that  his  moft 

"  cafual  Talk  deferveth  to  be  written,  as  I  have  been  told 

"  his  firft  or  fouleft  Copies  required  no  great  labour  to  ren- 

"  der  them  competent   for  the  niceft  Judgements.    A  high 

"  Perfedion,  atcainable  onely  by^  Uje,  and  treating  with 

"•  everv  Man  in  his  refpedive  Profefiion,  and  what  he  was 

''  moft 
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^'  mofi  vers'd  in.  So  as  I  have  heard  him  entertain  a  Coun- 
*'  try  Lord  in  the  proper  Terms ^  relating  to  Hawks  and  Dogs  ; 
'^  and  at  another  time  out-cant  a  Lo-ndon-Chjrmgeon,  Thus  he 
^^  did  not  cnely  learn  himleU^  but  gratifie  fuch  as  taught 
^^  him  ,•  who  looked  upon  their  Callings  as  Honoured 
*^  through  his  notice.  Nor  did  an  eafie  tailing  into  Argn^ 
^^  ments  (not  unjuftly  taken  for  a  Bkmijh  in  the  moft)  appear 
"  lefs  than  an  Ornament  in  him  ,•  the  ears  of  the  Hearers  re- 
*"'  ceiving  more  gratification  than  trouble  j*  and  fo  no  lefs 
"  forry,  when  he  came  to  conclude,  than  difpleas'd  with 
"  any  that  did  interrupt  him.  Now  this  general  knowledge  ho. 
*'  had  in  all  things.  Husbanded  by  his  IVit,  and  Dignified 
'■  with  fo  Majefiical  a  carriage  he  was  known  to  own,  ftruck 
'^  fuch  an  awful  Reverence  in  thofe  he  queftion'd,  that  they 
^'^  durft  not  conceal  the  moft  intrinfick  part  of  their  Mjfieries, 
"  for  fear  of  appearing  ignorant  or  faucy.  All  which  ren- 
'■'  dred  him  no  lefs  neceifary  than  admirable,  at  the  Council^ 
*'  Tchh  i  wherein  reference  to  ImfofitUns,  Monopolies^  &c. ' 
"^  the  meaneft  Manufactures  were  an  ufual  Argument.  And- 
"  as  I  have  heard,  did  in  this  Baffle  the  Earl  of  Middlefex^ 
*•'  that  was  born  and  bred  a  Citir^en,  &.c.  yet  without  any 
"  great,  \i  at  all,  interrupting  his  other  Studies^  as  is  nor 
"  hard  to  be  imagined  of  a  quick  Afprehenfion^  in  which  he 
"  was  Admirable. 

The  two  fuccceding  CharaBers,  I  am  to  mention,  were  de- 
fcribed  upon  the  lame  occafion.  The  One  by  the  prefent  Bi- 
fhop  of  Rochefier,  in  his  Excellent  Hifiorj  of  the  Royal  Societf 
at  London,  Inftituted  ior  the  promoting  of  Natural  and  £:^- 
perimental  Knowledge^  upon  the  Plan  and  Rules  laid  down  by 
my  Lord  Bacon.  The  other  in  a  Poem  of  the  Admirable  Mr, 
Cowley  s  to  the  faid  Society,  vv^hereot  I  have  onely  tranfcribed 
the  Fifth  Stanz.a  ;  tho'  there  is  much  more  (aid  by  way  of 
Encomium  on  this  Lord. 

— ^'  The  tbird  fort  of  New  Fbilofopkrs,  have  been  thofe  who 
"  have  not  onely  difigreed  from  the  Ancients,  but  have  alfo 
■"  propos'd  to  themfelves  the  right  courfe  of  flow  and  fure. 
"  Experimenting  ^  and  have  profecuted  it  as  far  as  the  fhort-  • 
*'^  nels  of  their  own  Lives,  or  the  Multiplicity  of  their  Af^ 
*^  fairs,  or  the  narrownefs  of  their  Fortunes,    have  given 

(  k  2  )  '^hem 
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''  them  leave.  Such  as  thefe  we  are  to  exped  to  be  but  few. 
"  For  they  muft  deveft  themfelves  of  many  vain  Concepti- 
"  onsj  and  overcome  a  thoufand  falfe  Images^  which  he  like 
■^^  Monfters  in  their  way,  before  they  can  get  as  far  as  this. 
^^  And  of  thefe  I  ftiall  onely  mention  one  Great  Man,  who 
"  had  the  true  Imagination  of  the  whole  extent  of  this  En- 
'    '^  terpriz^Cy  as  it  is  now  fet  on  foot,  and  that  is  the  Lord  Ba~ 
^^  con.  In  whofe  Books  there  are  every  where  fcatter'd,  the 
*"'  beft  Arguments  that  can  be  produc'd  for  the   Defence   of 
"  Experimental  Thilofophy  •  and  the  beft   dire5iions  that   are- 
^"■'  needful  to  promote  it.    All  which  he  has  already  adorn'd 
"  with  fo  much  art,  that  if  my  Defires  could  have  prevail- 
"  ed  with  fome   excellent  Friends   of  mine,  who  engaged 
"  me  to  this  Work,  there  fhould  have  been  no  other  Pre- 
'^  face  to  the  Htfiory  of  the  Royal  Society,  but   fome   of  his 
"  IVrit'mgs.  But,methinks,  in  this  one  Man,  I  do  at  once  find 
"  enough  occafion^to  admire  the  ftrength   of  Humane  Wit, 
"  and  to  bewail  the  weaknefs  oi:  a  mortal  condition. For,is  it 
"  not  wonderful,  that  he,  who  had  run  through  all  the  De- 
"  grees  of  that  VrofeJJlon,  which  ufually  takes  up  Mens  whole 
"  time  ^  who  had  Studied  and   Tratiifed,  and   Governed  the 
**  Common  Law  :  Who  had  always  lived  in  the  Crowd,  and 
"  born  the  greateft   Burden  of  Civil  Bufinefs  ,•  Ihould  yet 
^'^  find  leifure  enough  for  thefe  retired  Studies,  to  excell  all 
''  thofe  Men  who  feparate  themfelves  for  this  very  purpofe  ? 
'^  He  was  a  Man  of  ftrong,  clear,  and  Powerful  Imaginati- 
"  ons :  His  Genius  was  fearching,  and  inimitable  :    And  of 
"  this  I  need  give  no  other  Proof  than  his  Style  it  felf,-  which 
^^  as  for  the  moft  part,  it  defcribes  Mens  Minds,  as   Figures 
"  do  their  Bodies ;  fo  it  did  His,  above  all  Men  living.  The 
"  Courfe  of  it  vigorous  and  Majeftical :  The  Wit  bold  and  fa- 
"  miliar  :   The  Comparifons  letch'd  out  of  the  way,  and  yet 
"  the  moft  eafie  :  In  all  expreffing  a  Soul  equally  skill'd  m 
' "  Men  and  Nature, 
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From  thefe^  and  all  long  Errors  of  the  Way, 
In  which  our  wandring  PredecefTors  went. 
And  like  th'  old  Hebreivs,  many  years  did  ftray 

In  Defarts  but  of  fmall  extent, 
BACON,  like  Mofis,  led  us  forth  at  laft. 
The  Barren  Wildernefs  he  paft. 
Did  on  the  very  Border  ftand 
Of  the  bleft  promis'd  Land, 
And  from  the  Mountains  Top  of  his  exalted  Witj 

Saw  it  himfelfj  and  Hiew'd  us  it. 
But  Life  did  never  to  one  Man  allow. 
Time  to  Difco'ver  Worlds,  and  Conquer  too  ; 
Nor  can  fo  fliort  a  Line  fufficient  Be, 
To  fathom  the  vaft  Depths  of  Nature's  Sea. 

The  Work  he  did,  we  ought  t'  admire. 
And  were  unjuft,  if  we  fliould  more  require 
From  his  few  years,  divided  'twixt  th'  excefs 
Of  Low  Afflichon,  and  High  HappineJ?  : 
For  who  on  Things  remote  can  fix  his  Sight, 
That's  always  in  a  Triumph,  or  a  Fight  ? 

I  have  now  made  fo  full  a  Point,  and  I  believe  fo  well 
Entertain'd  the  Reader  with  thefe  Relations  of  others,  that 
I  cannot  eafily  prevail  with  my  felf  to  continue  my  own.Buc 
confidering  what  hath  been  faid  of  this  Noble  Lord  in  the 
middle  and  latter  part  of  his  Life,  may  raife  in  fome  a  De- 
fire  to  look  a  little  into  the  Former,  I  Ihall  rather  a<5l  a  pre^ 
pofterous  Part,  than  refufe  to  gratifie  fo  rcafonable  an  In- 
clination. 

He  was  Born  upon  the  zid  of  January ,  in  the  year  i<;6j, 
at  Tork-Houfe  near  the  Strand ^  then  the  Refidence  of  his  Fa- 
ther, Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal; 
whom  the  Renown'd  Chief  Juftice  Pepham  affirm 'd  to  have 

been 
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been  the  greateft  and  p.blcft  Minifter  of  his  Time.  Ills  Mo- 
ther was  one  of  the  Six  Daughters  of  Sir  Anthony  Cock,  Pre- 
ceptor to  King  Edward  the  Sixths  and  all  Celebrated  among 
their  other  Qualifications^  for  an  exad  knowledge  of  the 
Creek  and  Roman  Languages.  Of  this  fecond  Marriage  the 
Lord  Keefer  had  onely  two  Sons  ;  Francts  the  youngeft  of 
them  was  fent  very  early  to  Trinity -College  in  Cambridge, 
where  he  foon  palTed  through  the  Circle  of  the  Arts.  From 
the  Univerfity  he  attended  Sir  Amias  Paukt,  the  Queen's 
Ambajjador  into  France,  by  whom  he  was  difpatched  to  her  • 
Majefty^  which  Part  he  difcharg'd  with-. great  Approbation. 
But  his  Father  dying  in  the  year  i  p9,  before  he  had  made 
that  Provifion  for  this  Son  he  intended,  he  came  again  into 
England,  and  fix" d  himfeif  at  Grcys-hn,  where  he  Ipent  a 
great  Part  of  his  Life  :  Retiring  fometimes  to  his  Pleafant 
Seat  at  Gorbar/ibury  near  St.  Albans,  which  defcended  to  him^ 
by  the  Death  of  his  deareft  Brother  Mr.  Anthony  Bacon. 
"  But  his  Abilities  I'urniounted  all  the  Difficulties  of  his  firft 
Fortunes^rendri ng  him  lo  efteem'd^  that  he  was  whiill  very 
young  brought  into  the  VarUament-YioviiQ, ,-  in  thofe  AlTcm- 
blies  he  foon  became  eminent,  and  fo  continued  during  the 
llei^n  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Which  brings  me  to  the  Time 
where  this  Bifcourfe  begins,  I  fhall  there  conclude  the 
fame.  Penvvading  my  felf,  that  if  any  Perfon  jhail  think  fit 
to  do  the  like  Honour  to  thQ  EnglJjh,  that  Aionfieur  Tcr- 
rault  hath  done  to  the  French,  of  the  Century  fo  lately  pals'd  ^ 
my  Lord  Bacons  Virtues  and  good  Qualities  will  be  efteem'd 
fo  much  fuperior  to  his  Defeds^  that  none  will  deny  him, 
an  early  Place   ijniong  the  moli   Ulufirlcris.  Men.   ot     that 


LET- 


LETTERS 

AND 

M  E  M  O I  R  E  S, 

O  F 

Sir    Francis    Bacon. 


s 


LETTERS 


AND 


Memoires,  Sec. 


I. 

To  Mr.  Fowlys.     Qa) 

SIR, 

TH  E  Occafion  awaketh  in  me  the  remembrance 
of  the  conftant  and  mutual  good  Offices, 
which  pafTed  betw  een  my  Good  Brother  and 
yourfelfj  whereunto  (as  you  know)  I  was 
not  altogether  a  Stranger  :  Tho'  the  time,and  def]gn.(as 
betw  een  Brethren}  made  me  more  referved.  But  well 
do  I  bear  in  mind  the  great  Opinion  which  my  Bro- 
ther (whofe  Judgment  I  much  reverence}  would  often 

00  Upon  the  death  of  Qiieen  TJ.iyibeth^  Mr.  Tovplys  was  fent  out  of 
Scotlard  with  Letters  to  divers  of  the  Lords,  which  were  of  her  Maje- 
fty's  Privy  Council  5  foon  after  whofe  arrival  the  Lord  Treafurer,  the  Lord 
Hi^h  Admiral,  and  Sir  Robert  Cecil  Principal  Secretary  of  5'tate^  return'd  a 
large  Letter  of  Thanks,  and  of  Advice  to  the  King  concerning  the  pre- 
fent  pofture  of  Affairs.  He  was  afterwards  Created  a  Baronet  by  the 
Name  of  i-zV  David  Forvlyi  0?  Inglehy  in  the  North-Riding  oi  rork-Jhir^, 
M  here  he  had  Seated  himfelf,  and  where  his  Poilerity  nov.'  remaineth. 

B  exprefs 
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exprefs  to  me,    of  your  Extraordinary   Sufficiency, 
Dexterity,  and  Temper,  which  he  had  found  in  you, 
in  the  BuHnefs  and  Service  of  the  Ktiig,   our  Sovereign 
Lord(hy    This  latter  bred  in  me  an  Eledion,  as  the 
former  gave  an  hiducement  for  me  ,  to  addrefs  my 
felf  to  you  ;  and  to  make  this  fignification,  of  my  de- 
fire,  towards  a  Mutual  Entertainment  of  good  AfTe- 
aion,    and  Correfpondence  ,    between  us  ;    Hoping, 
that  both  fome  good  effed  may  refult  of  it,  towards, 
the  Kings  Service  f    And  that  for  our  Particulars, 
though  Occafion  give  you  the  precedence  of  further- 
ing my  being  known,  by  good  note,  unto  the  King  ,r 
'[o  no  long  time  will  intercede,  before  I,  on  my  part, 
lliall  have  fome  means  given  ,  to  requite  your  favours, 
and  to  verifie  your  Commendation.    And  fo  with  my 
Loving  Commendations,  good  Mr.  Fowlys,  I  leave  you 
to   God's   Goodnefs.     From  Grays-Inn^    the   17th  of 
March  1603. 

(i)  Mr.  Anthony  B^con,  the  Elder  and  onely  Brother  to  SivFrinck  Bacon 
©f  the  whole  Blood,  was  fatd  to  have  been  equal  to  hiin  in  height  of 
Wit,  tho'  inferior  to  him  in  the  Endowments  of  Learning  aad  Know- 
ledge ;  and  by  Sir  Henry  JVotton,  that  he  was  a  Gentleman  of  impotent 
Feet,  but  of  a  nimbkhead,  through  whofe  Hands  ran  all  the  Intelli- 
gences with  Scotland. 

11. 

To  Mr.  Fowlys. 

Mr.  Foivlys, 

I  Did  write  unto  you  yefterday,  by  Mr.  Lake,  (who- 
was  difpatched  hence  from  their  Lord/hips')  a  Let- 
ter of  reviver  of  thofe  Sparks  of  Former  Acquaint- 
ance between  us,  in  my  Brother's  time  :  And  now,, 
upon  the  fame  confidence,  finding  fo  fit  a  Meflenger, 
I  v;ould  not  fail  to  (alute  you  ,•  hoping  it  svill  fall  out 
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{0  happily,  as  that  you  (hall  be  one  of  the  King's 
Servants  ,  which  his  Majefly  will  firfl  employ  here 
with  us ;  where,  I  hope,  to  have  fome  means,  not  to 
be  barren  in  Friend iliip  towards  you. 

We  all  third  after  the  King's  coming,  accounting 
all  this  but  as  the  dawning  of  the  day,  before  the  n- 
{ing  of  the  Sun,  till  we  have  his  prefence.  And  though 
now  his  Majefly  mull  be  Janus  Bifrons^  to  have  a  face 
to  Scotland^  as  well  as  to  England^  yet,  QjAod  nunc  in- 
fiat  agendum  :  The  expectation  is  here,  that  he  will 
come  in  State^  and  not  in  Strength  (a).  So  for  this 
time  I  commend  you  to  God''s  Goodnefs.  28.  MarcJ^ 
1603. 

(4)  This  is  what  my  Lord.  Bacon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Rei§n  of  I^ing 
Henry  the  Seventh,  oblerves  to  have  been  done  by  that  wife  Prince  in  or- 
der to  quiet  the  Fears  of  the  People,  and  difperfe  the  conceit  of  his  co- 
ming in  by  Cenqueft. 

in. 

To  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner.     (a) 

SIR, 

FOR  our  Money- matters,  I  am  aflurcd,  you  re* 
ceived  no  infatisfadion^  for  you  know  my  Mind, 
and  you  know  my  Means  ;  which  now,  the  opcnnefs 

(a)  Sir  Tijomis  Chahner,  was  Son  to  Sir  The.  Chxlonsr  who  behaved  him- 
felf  with  great  Valour  under  the  Commands  of  the  Emperour  C/;ir/ej- tk 
F/f:/;,  and  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  equal  prudence  in  the  Courts  of 
the  Einperour  and  King  of  Spain  \  whither  he  was  fenr  Ambafiador  in  the 
beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  EUiabeth.  He  was,  like  unto  his  Father, 
a  Gentleman  of  great  Parts  and  Abilities,  to  whofe  Care  King  ^ames 
committed  the  Tuition  of  his  Son  Prince  Henrv,  upon  his  coming  into 
-Enilani.  Sir  tkcmAs  having  a  few  years  before,  made  the  firft  difcovery  of 
Alura-Mir.is  in  this  Nation,  at  or  near  Gisborough  in  Torl^jhirs  ;  where 
fome  of  his  Nams  and  Family  doth  ftiil  continue.  He  fur^'ived  his  Royal 
Pupil  jufl  tliree  vears,  dying  in  Ncvember  k^i  j. 

B  z  of 
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of  the  time,  caufed  by  this  blefled  confent,  and  peace, 
will  encreafe  .•  and  To  our  agreement,  according  to 
your  time,  be  obferved.  For  the  prefent,  according 
to  the  Roman  Adage  ;  (that  one  Clujler  of  Grapes  ripen^ 
eth  hejl  hefides  another ;)  I  know,  you  hold  me  not 
unworthy,  whofe  mutual  Friendfliip  you  fliould  che- 
rifli  :  And  I,  for  my  part,  conceive  good  hope,  that 
you  are  likely  to  become  an  acceptable  Servant  to  the 
King  our  Mafter.  Not  fo  much,  for  any  way  made 
heretofore,  C^hich,  in  my  Judgment,  will  make  no 
great  Difference)  as  for  the  (luff  and  fufficiency,  which 
I  know  to  be  in  you  ,•  and  whereof,  I  know,  his  Ma- 
jefly  may  reap  great  Service.  And  therefore,  my  ge- 
neral requeft  is,  that  according  to  that  Induftrious 
vivacity,  which  you  ufe  towards  your  Friends,  you 
w^ill  further  his  Majefty's  good  conceit  and  inclination 
towards  me  ;  to  whom  words  cannot  make  me  known, 
neither  mine  own,  nor  others  ,•  but  time  will,  to  no 
difad vantage  of  any,  that  (hall  forerun  his  Majefty's 
Experience,  by  your  Teftimony  and  Commendation. 
And  though  Occafion  give  you  the  precedence  of 
doing  me  this  fpecial  good  Office  ;  yet  I  hope,  no 
long  time  will  intercede ,  before  I  (liall  have  fome 
means,  to  requite  your  favour,  and  acquit  your  re- 
port. More  particularly ,  having  thought  good  to 
make  Oblation  of  my  moft:  humble  Service  to  his 
Majefty,  by  a  few  Lines,  I  defire  your  loving  care 
and  help,  by  your  felf,  or  fuch  means  as  I  refer  to 
your  difcretion,  to  deliver  and  prefent  the  fame  to  his 
Majefty's  hands.  Of  which  Letter,  I  fend  you  a  Co- 
py, that  you  may  know  what  you  carry,-  and  may 
take  of  Mr.  Mathew,  the  Letter  it  felf;  if  you  be 
pleafed  to  undertake  the  delivery.  Laft.ly,  I  do  com- 
riiend  to  your  felf,  and  fuch  your  Courtcfies,  as  occa- 
fion may  require,  this  Gentleman,,  Mr.  Mathew,  El- 
deft 


of  sir  Francis  B  a  c  o 
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deft  Son  to  my  Lord  Bijhop  of  Durefme,  and  my  very 
good  Friend,  afTuring  you  that  any  Courtefie,  you  fhall 
u(e  towards  him,  you  fliall  ufe  to  a  very  worthy 
young  Gentleman,  and  one,  I  know,  vvhofe  Ac- 
qaaintance,  you  will  much  efi;eem.  And  To  I  ever 
continue. 

IV. 

To  the  I^IKG, 

It  may  pie afe  your  mofl  Excellent  Majejiy, 

T  is  obferved  upon  a  place  in  the  Canticles,  by  fome ; 
^   *  Egofim  flos  Campi,  &  Lilium  Convallium^  that  a  *ia?nthe 
difpari^  it  is  not  faid,  Ego  fum  flos  Horti,  &  Lilium  ll°^f,i 
Montium  ;  becaufe  the  MajeJly  of  that  Perjon  is  not  en-  and  the  ' 
clofed  for  a  Few,  nor  appropriate  to  the  Great.    And  LiUyofthe 
yet,  notwithftanding  this  Royal  Virtue    of    Accefs ,  fhafttis 
which  Nature  and  Judgment  hath  planted   in    your  not  faid, 
Majefty's  Mind,    as  the  Portal  of  all  the  reft,  could  ^^^^^^^ 
not  of  it  felf,    (my  Imperfedions  confidered  }  have  thToar. 
animated    me    to  have   made  Oblation  of    my  felf,  ^^»^  ^nd 
immediately    to     your   Majefty ,    had    it    not  been  ill  ^^^fji 
joyned  with  an  habit  of  the  Uke  liberty,  which  I  en-  ains. 
joyed  with  my  late  dear  Sovereign  Mifirefi ;  a  Prin- 
cefs  happy  in  all  things  elfe,  but  raoft  happy  in  fuch 
a  Succejfor.     And  yet  further,  and  more  nearly,  I  was 
not  a  little  encouraged,    not  only  upon  a  fuppofal, 
that  unto  your  Majefty's  Sacred  Ear,  (open  to  the  Air 
of  all  Virtues}  there  might  come  fbme  fmall  breath 
of  the  good  memory  of  my  Father^  (o  long  a  Prin- 
cipal Councellor   in  your  Kingdom  Qa^ ;  but  alfo,  by 
the  particular  knowledge,  of  the  infinite  devotion,  and 

(4)  sir  Nicholas  Bicon  Lord  l^eeper  of  the  Great  Seal  from  the  firfl    to- 
the  2 1 ,  year  of  Queen  EHxabeth. 
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in  ccffant  endeavours,  (beyond  the  flrei^^gt^  of  his  Body, 
and  the  nature  of  the  times}  which  appeared  in 
my  Goo^  Brother,  towards  your  Majefty's  Service  ; 
and  were  on  your  Majelly's  part,  through  your  lingu- 
lar benignity,  by  many,  mofl  gracious  and  lively  iig- 
nifications  and  favours  accepted  and  acknowledged, 
beyond  the  Merit  of  any  thing  he  could  effed.  Which 
endeavours  and  duties,  for  the  molt  part,  were  com- 
mon to  my  felf  with  him,  though  by  defign,  as  (be- 
tween Brethren)  diflembled.  i^nd  therefore,  mofl 
high,  and  mighty  King^  my  mofl  dear  and  dread  Sove- 
reign Lord ;  lince  now,  the  Corner-ftone  is  laid  of  the 
Mightiefi  Monarchy  in  Europe ;  and  that  God  above, 
vi^ho  hath  ever  a  hand  in  bridHng  the  Flouds  and  Mo- 
tions of  the  Seas,  hath  by  the  miraculous  and  uni- 
verfal  confent,  (the  more  flrange,  becaufe  it  proceed- 
eth  from  fuch  diverfity  of  Caufes  in  your  coming  in}? 
given  a  Sign  and  Token  of  great  happinefs  in  the  Con- 
tinuance of  your  Reign  ;  J  think,  there  is  no  Subjed: 
of  your  Majefty's,  which  loveth  this  Idand,  and  is  not 
hollow  or  unworthy,  whofe  heart  is  not  fet  on  fire , 
not  only  to  bring  you  Feace-offerings ,  to  make  you 
propitious  ,•  but  to  facrifice  himfelf  a  Burnt-offering  or 
Holocauft  to  your  Majefly's  Service  :  Amonglt  which 
number  no  Man's  fire  (liali  be  more  pure  and  fervent 
than  mine :  But  how  far  forth  it  fiiall  blaze  out,  that 
reileth  in  your  Majelly's  Imployment.  So  thirfdng 
after  the  happinefs  of  Kifling  your  Royal  Hand,  1 
continue  ever. 


V. 


of  Sir  Francis  Bacon. 
V. 

To  Mr,  Davis,      (a) 

Mr.  Davis, 

T Hough  you  went  on  the  fudden,  yet  you  could 
not  go,  before  you  had  fpoken  with  your  felf, 
to  the  purpofe,  which  I  will  now  write  :  And  tliere- 
fore,  I  know,  it  iliall  be  altogether  needlefs,  fave  that 
I  meant  to  iliew  you,  that  I  was  not  aflecp.  Briefly, 
I  commend  my  (elf  to  your  Love,  and  the  well  ufmg 
my  Name  ,•  as  well  in  reprefTing  and  anfwcring  for 
me,  if  there  be  any  biting  or  nibling  at  it  in  that 
place ;  as  by  imprinting  a  good  conceit  and  opinion 
of  me,  chiefly  in  the  Ki^g^  (^of  who(e  favour  1  make 
my  felf  comfortable  affurance}  as  othcrwife  in  that 
Court  :  And  not  only  fo,  but  generally  to  perform 
to  me,  all  the  good  Offices  which  the  vivacity  of 
your  Wit  can  fuggeft  to  your  mind  ,  to  be  performed 
to  one,  Vvdth  whofe  AfFecftion  you  have  Co  great  fym- 
pathy  j  and  in  whofe  fortune  you  have  fo  great  In- 
tereft.  So  defiring  you  to  be  good  to  concealed  Foetsy 
I  continue. 


{a)  Mr.  Davi:  having  made  his  way  unto  the  knowledge  of  King  ^amefy 
by  a  Poem  he  Dedicated  unto  the  late  i^teen,  Entituled,  Nofcs  teipjumy 
was  very  favourably  receiv'd  by  the  King ,  and  not  long  after  made  his 
Attorney  General  in  Irshnd,  and  Serjeant  at  Law.  And  in  the  next  Reign, 
was  nominated  to  be  Chief  ^ujiice  of  the  Icings-Bench  in  EngUni  upon  the 
difplacing  of  Sir  Kandd  Crerce  ;  but  died  fuddenly  on  the  27th  of  Pe- 
amber  i6i6.  He  was  very  ccnverfant  with  the  Wits  ot  his  tim.e  ;  fome 
of  his  Writings  declare  his  Excellency  in  that  kind,  as  others  do  his  Abi- 
lities in  his  own  Profeflion. 
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VI. 

To  Mr,  Robert  Kempe. 

Mr.  Kempe ^ 

THIS  Alteration  Is  fo  great,  as  you  might  juft- 
ly  conceive,  fome  coldnefs  of  my  Affedion  to- 
wards you,  if  you  Ihould  hear  nothing  from  me,  I 
living  in  this  place.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  you  with 
what  wonderful  Oill  and  calm  this  Wheel  is  turned 
round  ;  which,  whether  it  be  a  remnant  of  hQX  felicity y 
that  is  gone  ,*  or  a  fruit  of  his  Reputation  that  is  co- 
ming, I  will  not  determine.  For  I  cannot  but  divide 
my  felf  between  her  Memory  and  his  iJame :  Yet  we 
account  it  but  a  fair  Morn,  before  Sun-rifing,  before 
his  Majefly's  Prefence  ,•  though,  for  my  parr,  I  fee 
not,  whence  any  Weather  fhould  arife.  Tlie  Fapijis 
are  contained  with  fear  enough,  and  hope  too  much. 
The  French  is  thought  to  turn  his  PracStice  upon  pro- 
curing fbme  difturbance  in  Scotland ,  where  Crowns 
may  do  Wonders  :  But  this  Day  is  fo  welcome  to 
the  Nation,  and  the  time  fb  (hort,  as  I  do  not  fear 
the  elTed".  My  Lord  of  Southampton  exped:eth  re- 
lea(e  by  the  next  Difpatch ,  and  is  already  much 
vifited,  and  much  well-wiOied.  There  is  continual 
Polling  by  Men  of  Good  Quality  towards  the  King. 
The  rather,  I  think,  becaufe  this  Spring-time,  it  is 
but  a  kind  of  Sport.  It  is  hoped,  that  as  the  State 
here  hath  performed  the  part  of  good  Attorneys  to  de- 
liver the  King  quiet  Pofleffion  of  his  Kingdoms;  fothe 
King  will  redeliver  them  quiet  PofTeilion  of  their 
Places ;  rather  filling  Places  void,  then  removing  Men 
placed.     So,  ^c. 

VII. 


of  Sir  'h  K  A  N  c  I  s  Bacon. 

vir. 

To  the  Earl  0/ Northumberland,     (a) 

It  may  pie afe your  hordjhipy 

1D0  hold  it  a  thing  formal  and  neceflary  for  the 
King,  to  forerun  his  coming,  (^be  it  never  fo 
fpeedy}  with  fome  Gracious  Declaration,  for  the  che- 
rifliing,  entertaining,  and  preparing  of  Men's  Affed:!- 
ons  (^).  For  which  purpole  I  have  conceived  a 
Draught,  it  being  a  thing  familiar  in  my  Mijirefi  her 
times,  to  have  my  Pen  ufed  in  Publick  Writings  of 
Satisfij^ion.  The  ufe  of  this  may  be  in  two  forts  : 
/v/-y/,  properly,  if  your  Lordfliip  think  it  convenient, 

fj;  Henry  Percy  the  Ninth  Earl  of  HorthumherUnii  of  that  ancient  Name, 
was  endued  with  great  Learning  himlelf,  and  a  great  Patron  of  others 
that  were  fo,  efpecially  Mathematicians.  And  as  he  pofTefTed  the  High 
Spirit,  become  almofl:  incident  to  his  Family  5  lo  no  Man  elpoufed  the 
Tide  o^  ]^ing  ^ames  to  the  Englijh  Throne  with  a  greater  zeal  than  him- 
ftlfj  declaring  that  he  would  remove  all  Impediments  by  his  Sword.  Yet 
the  l^ingj  (perhaps  fearing  that  one  who  thought  he  could  confer  Crowns, 
might  attempt  to  relume  them)  caufed  this  Great  Man  to  be  fo  effecflu- 
ally  profecuted  in  the  Star-Chaniber  in  the  year  1606^  upon  a  Supposition 
of  his  being  Privy  to  the  Porvder-Pbt^  or  at  leafl  of  concealing  his  Coc- 
f~n  Mr.  TbcrniK  Percy  one  of  the  Coafpirators  therein  :  That  he  was  Fined 
;ooco/.  and  condemned  to  perpetual  Imprifonment.  But  tha  Lor i  Hay ^ 
afterwards  Created  I'icour.t  Voncajhr  and  Earl  of  Carlijle,  Marrying  in 
1617  liis  youngefl  Daughter  the  Lady  Lucy  Percy,  a  Lady  of  :he  moft  ce- 
lebrated Wit  and  Beauty  of  any  in  her  times  :  His  Releafe  from  the 
Tower  was  ohrain'd  about  the  year  i6ix.  Though  it  is  faid  the  Earl  was 
with  great  difficulty  prevail'd  to  accept  of  this  Favour,  becaufe  procured 
by  a  Man,  he  difdained  to  own  to  be  fo  near  a  Relation  as  that  of  a 
Son. 

(b)  L'lflead  of  this  Declaration  Sir  Francis  Bacon  tells  us  in  another 
place,  that  at  this  time  there  came  forth  in  Print  the  King's  Boof;^  con- 
taining matter  of  Inflruftion  to  the  Prince  his  Son,  touching  the  Ojice  of 
a  l^ing  ;  which  falling  into  every  Man's  hand,  filled  the  whole  Realm  as 
with  a  good  Perfume  and  Incenle  before  the  King's  coming  in,  and  far 
exceeded  any  Formal  or  curious  Edift  or  Declaration  which  could  have 
been  devifcd  of  that  Nature,  wherewith  Princes  in  the  beginning  of  their 
Heigns  do  ufe  to  grace  thcmfeh  es,  or  at  leaft  exprefs  themfelvcs  gracious 
in  the  Evci  of  their  Pccile. 

C  to 
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to  fhew  the  King  any  fuch  Draught,  becaufe  the  veins 
and  pulfes  of  this  State  cannot  but  be  bell  known 
here  ;  which  if  your  Lordfhip  (hould  do,  then  I  would 
defire  you  to  withdraw  my  Name,  and  only  fignifie 
that  you  gave  fome  heads  of  diredion  of  fuch  a  Mat- 
ter to  one  of  whofe  Stile  and  Pen  you  had  fome  opi- 
nion, the  other  Collateral ;  That  though  your  Lord- 
(hip  make  no  other  ufe  of  it,  yet  it  is  a  kind  of  Por- 
traiture of  that,  which  I  think  worthy  to  be  advifed 
by  your  Lordfliip  to  the  King ;  and  perhaps  more 
compendious  and  fignificant,  than  if  I  had  fet  them 
down  in  Articles.  I  would  have  attended  your  Lord- 
fliip but  for  fome  little  Phyfick  I  took.  To  Morrow 
Morning  I  will  wait  on  you.     So  I  ever,  ^c, 

VIII. 

To  the  Earl  of  Southampton,     {a) 


'f-*. 


It  may  pie aje your  Lordjhip^ 

I  Would  have  been  very  glad  to  have  prefented  my 
humble  Service  to  your  Lordfhip  by  my  Attend- 
ance, if  I  could  have  forefeen  that  it  fiiould  not  have 
been  unpleafing  unto  you.  And  therefore,  becaufe  I 
would  commit  no  error,  I  chofe  to  write;  afTuring 
your  Lordfliip,  how  credible  foever  it  may  feem  to 
you  at  firfl,  yet  it  is  as  true  as  a  thing  that  God  know- 
eth  ;  that  this  great  Change  hath  wrought  in  me  no 
other  Change  towards  your  Lordfhip  than  this,  That 

{£)  Henry  Wriothejley  Earl  of  Southampton  having  been  involved  in  the 
Ruins  of  the  moft  Noble  but  unfortunate  Earl  of  Ef[ex,  was  condemned 
to  die  as  guilty  of  the  fame  Crimes,  but  that  Earl  who  feemed  carelefs 
of  his  own  life,  interceeded  for  the  Life  of  his  Friend,  as  did  Scuthamptons 
own  modefl:  Behaviour  at  his  Trial :  From  which  time  he  fuffer'd  Impri- 
fonment  in  the  Torver  till  the  loth  of  /^pril  1603.  He  was  afterwards  re- 
ftored  in  Blood,  made  Knight  of  the  Garter,  and  One  of  his  Majefty's 
Privy  Coiyicil 

I  may 
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I  may  fafely  be  now  that  which  I  was  truly  before. 
And  fb  craving  no  other  pardon,  than  for  troubling 
you  with  my  Letter,  I  do  not  now  begin  to  be,  but 
continue  to  be 

Tour  Lordjhips  humlle  and  much  devoted 
FR.  BACON. 

IX. 

To  Mr,  Mathewe.      {a) 
SIR, 

I  Was  heartily  glad  to  hear  that  you  had  pafled  Co 
great  a  part  of  your  Journey  in  Co  good  health. 
My  aim  was  right  in  my  Addrefs  of  Letters  to  thofe 
Perfons  in  the  Court  of  Scotland,  who  were  likheft  to 

(a.)  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  this  Letter  was  written  to  Mr.  Matberve^ 
although  it  is  not  lb  -xprelVd  i.i  his  Coile(51ton.  He  was  Son  to  Dr.  Tobie 
Marbcwe  Bifhop  of  Durhx/n,  and  a  'terwards  Arcbbifiop q1  Torli;  one  of  the 
moft  Eminent  Divin';s  of  thisNation,  confider'd  either  in  the  Schools,  the 
Pulpit,  or  the  Epilcopal  Chair  5  and  was  born  in  Oxford  in  15-78,  whillt 
his  Father  was  Dean  of  Chriji-Chiircb,  but  was  to  the  gieat  grief  of  his  Pa- 
rents a  few  years  a.  er  the  coming  in  of  the  King,  reconciled  to  the 
Church  of  Rom,  t.irough  the  means,  as  is  faid,  of  Parfons  the  Jefuit : 
And  became  fo  induftrious  an  Agent  for  her,  that  his  retufal  of  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance  Eftablifhed  by  a  late  Ad  of  Parliament,  together  with  fome 
imprudent  Carriage,  gave  the  King  fo  great  offence,  that  he  was  in  a 
manner  exiled  the  Kingdom  in  the  year  1^07.  He  continued  roving  from 
one  Country  and  Prince's  Court  to  another  till  11^17,  when  applying 
iiimfelf  with  much  earneftnefs  to  the  Earl  of  Bu&Jr,gh.im^  he  obtain'd  a 
permiffion  to  come  into  Eng'.tnd,  which  he  did  in  j-ul)  that  year,  prefent- 
inghimlelfin  the  hrft  place  to  Sir  Francis  Bucon  th^n  Lord  l{eeper  o^  thz 
Great  Seal.  But  the  King  being  afterwards  difplcafed  with  him,  did  not- 
withftanding  his  moving  and  prefT.ng  Letters  com.mand  him  again  to  de- 
part in  Ocfobsr  1^1  8.  Yet  in  i6ii  he  was  recalled  to  affift  in  the  buiinefs 
of  the  i^/.i/i//?;  Match  then  in  agitation,  and  Knighted  the  year  following. 
He  is  reprelented  as  a  Man  of  very  good  Parts  and  Literature,  but  of  an 
active  and  refllefs^  temper.  ^  V/hat  opinion  Sir  Fr.  Bacon  had  of  him  when 
)  oung  appears  before  in  his  Letter  to  Sir  Tkoaui  cbaloner^  and  what 
efteem  he  had  for  Sir  Francis  may  be  feen  in  the  Preface  to  his  Colledi- 
ons  of  Letters.  At  the  beginning  of  whi  :h  is  Printed  his  Charader  of  the 
Lady^  CarliJJe  whom  I  have  mention'd  beiore.  He  died  at  Gaunt  in  Flan- 
dirs  in  16$  y. 

C  a  be 
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be  u(ed  for  the  AfFairs  of  England  -,  but  the  pace  they 
held  was  too  fwift,  for  the  Men  were  come  away  be- 
fore my  Letters  could  reach  them.  With  the  firft,  \ 
have  renewed  acquaintance,  and  it  was  like  a  Bill  of 
Revivor,  by  way  of  Crofs-Suits  ;  for  he  was  as  ready 
to  have  begun  with  me.  The  fecond  did  this  day  ar- 
rive, and  took  acquaintance  with  me  inflantly  in  the 
Council -Chamber  ,  and  was  willing  to  entertain 
me  with  further  demonftrations  of  Confidence,  than  I 
was  willing  at  that  time  to  admit.  But  I  have  had  no 
ferious  Speech  with  him,  nor  do  I  yet  know  whether 
any  of  the  Doubles  of  my  Letter  have  been  delivered 
to  the  King.  It  may  perhaps  have  proved  your  Luck 
to  be  the  firfl. 

Things  are  here  in  good  Quiet.  The  King  ads  Ex- 
cellently well  ;  for  he  puts  in  Claufes  of  refervation 
to  every  Provifo.  He  faith,  he  would  be  fbrry  to  have 
jufl  caufe  to  remove  any.  He  faith,  he  will  dif- 
place  none  who  hath  ferved  the  Qj^een  and  State^  fin- 
cerely,  ^c.  The  truth  is,  here  be  two  Extreams,  fome 
few  would  have  no  change,  no  not  reformation.  Some 
many  would  have  much  change,  even  with  perturba- 
tion. God,  I  hope,  will  dired  this  wife  King  to 
hold  a  mean  between  Reputation  enough ,  and  no 
Terrors  QF).    In  my  Particular  I  have  many  Com^ 

forts 

(i)  Upon  this  occafion  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remember  what  the  mofi 
Eminent  Cardinal  ])'0(fizt  writ  from  Rome  to  Monfieur  de  Filleroy  upon  the 
Acceffion  of  King  ^ames  to  the  Crown  of  England,  part  of  which  I  wifli 
no  Prince  would  ever  forget. 

C'efl:  I'ordinaire  des  hommes  de  regarder  plus  au  Soleil  Orient  qu'a 
I'occident,  &  des  Princes  bien  advifez  qui  font  appeikz  a  un  nouvel 
Eftate,  d'y  entrer  doucement,  fans  irriter  ni  mccontentcr  Perfonne  ni  de- 
dans ni  dehors.  Si  ce  Prince  continiie  guide  par  la  vertu,  &  accompagne 
de  bon  heur,  come  jufques  icy,  il  fera  tres-grand,  &  fera  bon  I'avoir  po-ur 
amy  .;  &  nous  qui  depuis  quelques  annees  en  ca  n'avions  eu  I'anl  quafi 
qu'en  un  lieu,  faudra  que  I'ayons  cy  aprcs  en  deux  5  comme  faudra  bien 
au0i  qui  fafTent  encores  d'autres.  Et  en  Fin  de  Compte,  Celui  de  totts  qui 

regnera. 
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forts  and  Aflurances  ,*  but  in  my  own  opinion  the 
chief  is,  that  the  Canvafling  World  is  gone,  and  the 
deferving  World  is  come.  And  withal  I  find  my 
felf  as  one  awaked  out  of  fleep  ,•  which  I  have  not 
been  this  long  time,  nor  could  I  think  have  been  now 
without  fuch  a  great  noife  as  this,  which  yet  is  in 
Aura  Lent.  I  have  written  this  to  you  in  haft,  my 
end  being  no  more  than  to  write,  and  thereby  to 
make  you  know  that  I  will  ever  continue  the  fame, 
and  ftill  be  fure  to  wi(h  you  as  heartily  well  as  to  my 
felf. 

regnera  le  mieux,  (^  le  plus  jujfement  1  Vhonneur  ^  gloire  de  Dieu^  is'  au 
Soul  age  went-,  Profit  ^  Felicite  de  fes  ftijets  ;  [era.  le  ply.s  ajfeitrt,  le  plui  Forty 
(3"  le  plui  aim'e  lone  <(3'  beni  de  Dieii  df  des  Hommes  ;  en  quoy  confifte  la  vraye 
(^  perdurable  grandeur  ist  Puijfance  des  Roys  ,  (^  I'ajfairance  de  leur  Foi- 
•(ierite. 

X. 

To  the  £arl  of  Northumberland.. 

//  way  pleafe  your  Good  Lorcljhip^ 

1  Would  not  have  loft  this  Journey,  and  yet  I  have 
not  that  I  went  for,  for  I  have  had  no  private  Con- 
ference to  purpofe,  with  the  King.  No  more  hath 
almoft  any  other  Englifh.  For  the  Speech  his  Majefty 
admitteth  with  fome  Noblemen,  is  rather  matter  of 
Grace  than  matter  of  Bufinefs  ;  with  the  Atturney  he 
fpake,  urged  by  the  treasurer  oS.  Scotland^  but  no  more 
than  needs  muft.  After  I  had  receiv'd  his  Majefty 's  firft 
welcome,  and  was  promifed  private  accefs  ,•  yet  not 
knowing  what  matter  of  Service  your  Lordlhip'j  Let- 
ter carried  Qor  I  faw  it  not}  and  well  knowing  that 
primenefs  in  advertifement  is  much  ;  I  chofe  rather  to 
deliver  it  to  Sir  Tho.  Heskins ,  than  to  cool  it  in  my 
own  hands,  upon  expectation  of  Accefs.     Your  Lord- 

ihip 


i^.  Letters  and  Memoires. 

ihip  Ihall  find  a  Trince,  the  fartheft  from  vain  glory,  that 
may  bej  and  rather  like  a  Prince  of  the  Ancient  Form^ 
than  of  the  latter  time.  His  Speech  is  fwift  and  cur- 
fory,  and  in  the  full  Dialed  of  his  Country  ,  and  in 
Speech  of  Bufinefs,  ihort ;  in  Speech  of  Difcourfe, 
large.  He  affedeth  Popularity  by  Gracing  fuch  as  he 
hath  heard  to  be  Popular,  and  not  by  any  fafliions  of 
his  own  :  He  is  thought  fomewhat  general  in  his  Fa- 
vours j  and  his  virtue  of  Accefs,  is  rather,  becaufe  he 
is  much  abroad,  and  in  prefs,  than  that  he  giveth  eafie 
Audience.  He  hafleneth  to  a  Mixture  of  both  Kingdoms 
and  Occafions,  falter  perhaps  than  Policy  will  well 
bear.  I  told  your  Lordfliip  once  before,  that  (me- 
thought)  his  Majefly  rather  asked  Counfel,  of  the  time 
pad,  than  of  the  time  to  come.  But  it  is  yet  early  to 
ground  any  fetled  opinion.  For  the  Particulars,  I  refer 
to  Conference,  having  in  theft  Generals  gone  further 
in  fo  tender  an  Argument,  than  I  would  have  done, 
were  not  the  bearer  hereof  fo  aflured.  So  I  con- 
tinue, ^c. 

XL 

To  Mr.  Pierce  Secretary  to  f/^f  Lord  Deputy  , 
of    Ireland. 

Mr,  Tierce. 

I  Am  glad  to  hear  of  you,  as  I  do  ;  and  for  my  part, 
you  Ihall  find  me  ready  to  take  any  Occafion,  to 
further  your  Credit,  and  Preferment.  And  J  dare  a(^ 
fure  you,  (^though  I  am  no  Undertaker)  to  prepare 
your  way  with  my  Lord  of  Salisbury^  ior  any  good 
fortune  which  may  befall  you.  You  teach  me  to  com- 
plain of  Bufmefs,  whereby  I  write  the  more  briefly ; 

and 
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and  yet  I  am  fo  unjull,  as  that  which  I  alledge  for 
mine  own  Excufe,  I  cannot  admit  for  yours.  For  I 
mufl,  by  expedting,  exad  your  Letters,  with  this  fruit, 
of  your  Sufficiency,  as  to  underfland  how  things  pafs 
in  that  Kingdom.  And  therefore,  having  begun,  1  pray 
you  continue.  This  is  not  meerly  Curiofity,  for  I  have 
ever  (J  know  not  by  what  inflindi}  wi(hed  well  to  that 
impolifhed  part  of  this  Crown.  And  fo,  with  my  very- 
Loving  Commendations,  I  remain. 

XII. 

To  fk  Earl  q/ Salisbury,      (a) 

If  may  pie afe your  Good  Lord/hip^ 

IPrefent  your  Lordihip  with  a  Work  of  my  vacant 
time ;  which  if  it  had  been  more,  the  V/ork  had 
been  better.  It  appertaineth  to  your  Lordfliip  (befides 
my  particular  relpeds}  in  fbme  propriety  ,•  in  regard 
you  are  a  great  Governour,  in  a  Province  of  Learning. 
And  (that  which  is  more}  you  have  added  to  your 
place  AfTedion  towards  Learning  ;  and  to  your  x^fTe- 
dion.  Judgment.     Of  which,  thelafl,  Icouldbecon- 

(4)  Sir  Kohm  Cecil,  Created  by  King  ^xrnes  Lord  Cecil,  Vicount  Crxn- 
bwrne.,  and  Earl  of  Salisbury  ;  was  not  only  Son  to  one  of  the  Greateft 
Statefmen  of  his  Age,  the  Lord  Burleigh,  but  fucceeded  him  in  his  Places 
and  Abilities,  and  was  one  of  the  great  Supports  of  the  ^teen's  declining  - 
years.  Yet  the  ill  Offices  he  was  thought  to  perform  towards  the  Noble 
and  Popular  EurL  o(  Effex,  together  with  his  condudt  in  fome  Particulars 
in  her  Succeflbr's  Reign,  has  abated  the  Luftre  of  his  Charadter,  which 
otherwife  from  his  Parts  and  Prudence  would  have  appear'd  very  confpi- 
cuous.  After  he  had  been  long  Secretary  of  State,  fome  years  Lord  Treafurer 
and  chancellor  o^  tht  Umvevfity  of  Cambridge,  he  died  in  ^fay  i6iz,  at 
Mirlborough  in  his  return  from  the  Bath  \  as  by  a  Diary  of  his  Sicknefs,and 
the  account  given  by  Sir  Robert  Naunton  one  of  his  Retinue,  appears  j 
which  I  fliould  not  here  mention,  but  that  his  Enemies  in  their  Libels 
which  flew  freely  about,  have  fuggelled  that  he  died  on  the  Dor^^ns,  which 
if  true,  could  be  efteeraed  at  molt  but  his  Misfortune. 
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tent,  were  (for  the  time)  lefs,  that  you  might  the  Jefs 
exquifitely  cenfure,  that  which  I  offer  unto  you.  But 
fure  I  am,  the  Argument  is  good,  if  it  had  hghted  up- 
on a  good  Author.  But  I  ihall  content  my  fell  to  awake 
better  Spirits ;  like  a  Bell-ringer,  which  is  firft  up  to 
call  others  to  Church.  So  with  my  humble  defire  of 
your  Lordfliip's  good  acceptation,  I  remain. 

XIII. 

To  the  Lord  Treafurer  Buckehurfl.      {a) 

May  it  pie afe  your  Goo^  LorJ(hip, 

I  Have  finiihed  a  Work  touching  the  Advancement^  or 
fetting  forward  of  Lcarntng^  which  I  have  Dedica- 
ted to  his  Majefty  ;  the  mod  Learned  of  a  Sovereign, 
or  Temporal  Prince,  that  time  hath  known.  And  upon 
reafon,  not  unlike,  I  humbly  prefent  one  of  the  Books, 
to  your  LordHiip  :  Not  only  as  a  Chancellor  of  an  Uni' 

(<z)  I  fliall  draw  this  Noble  Lord's  C  ha  rafter  from  Sir  Robert  Naunton's 
Obfervations  of  the  Favourites  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  much  in  his  own 
words  :  My  Lord  of  Bticl^iehurjl  was  ot  the  Noble  Houfe  of  the  SadiviUes., 
and  of  the  Queen's  Conlanguinity.  He  was  a  very  fine  Gentleman  of  Per- 
fon  and  Endowments,  both  of  Art  and  Nature  ;  but  without  meafure  mag- 
nificent, till  on  the  Turn  of  his  Humour,  and  the  allay  that  his  years  and 
good  counfels  of  the  Qiieen,  &c.  had  wrought  upon  thofe  immoderate 
courfes  of  his  Youth,  and  that  Heighth  of  fpirit  inherent  to  his  Houfe  ; 
She  began  to  aflift  him  in  the  reparation  of  that  vafl  Patrimony  he  had 
much  vv'afled.  After  the  Honour  (he  had  given  him  of  Lord  Bucliehurfty  and 
Knight  of  the  Garter,  fhe  procured  him  to  be  chofen  Chancellor  of  the  Llni- 
verfity  of  Oxford,  upon  the  death  of  Sir  Chrijlopber  Hatton,  and  conlHtuted 
him  Lord  Treafurer  on  the  death  of  the  Lord  Burleigh,  which  Office  he  en- 
joy'd  till  April  i(To8,  dying  then  fuddenly  at  the  Co'.mcil-Table  :  The  King 
luiving  fome  years  before  Created  him  Earl  of  Dorjet.  He  is  alio  much 
commended  for  his  happy  vein  in  Poetry,  to  which  he  was  addidted  in  his 
Youth  ;  and  for  his  Flocuticn,  and  the  Ekcelltncies  of  his  Pen  ;  Faculties 
that  yet  run  in  the  Blood,  as  Sir  Robert  Naunton  obferves  in  his  Son  Robert 
•ind  his  Grandfcar  Richard  and  Edxoard,  Succeflive  Earls  of  Vorfet,  zn A  this 
Age  has  the  fati'sfadion  to  fee  continued  in  the  Perfon  of  the  Right  Ho- 
::ourable  Charles  I'.uxi  of  Vtrfet  and  Middltfex. 
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verfity, hut  as  one  that  was  Excellently  bred  in  all  Learn- 
ing ;  which  I  have  ever  noted  to  (hine  in  all  your  Spee- 
ches and  Behaviours.  And  therefore  your  Lordfhip 
will  yield  a  Gracious  Afped:  to  your  firft  Love  ; 
and  take  pleafure  in  the  adorning  of  that  where- 
with your  fcif  are  fo  much  adorned.  And  (b  humbly 
defiring  your  favourable  Acceptation  thereof,  with  fig- 
nification  of  humble  Duty,  I  remain. 

XIV. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor,     (a) 

May  it  pleafeyour  Good  Lordfhip, 

1  humbly  prefent  your  Lordiliip  with  a  Work^  where- 
in, as  you  have  much  Commandment  over  the  Au" 
thor  ;  Co  your  Lordiliip  hath  great  interefl  in  tliQArgu^ 
went :  For  to  fpeak  without  flattery,  few  have  like  ufe 
of  Learning,  or  like  Judgment  in  Learning,  as  I  have 
obferved  in  your  Lordfliip.     And   again,  your  Lord- 
fhip hath  been  a  great  Planter  of  Learning  ,•  not  only 
in  thofe  places  in  the  Church,  which  have  been  in  your 
own  Gift,  but  alio  in  your  Commendatory  Vote,  no 
Man  hath  more  conftantly  held;  Let  it  be  given  to  the 
moft   deferving,  detur  digniori :    And  therefore,  both 
your  Lordfhip  is  beholding  to  Learnings  and  Learning 
beholding  to  you  ,•  which  maketh  me  prefume  with 
good  afTurance  that  your  Lordfliip  will  accept  well  of 
thefe  my  Labours  ,•  the  rather  becaufe  your  Lordfhip 
in  private  Speech  hath  often  begun  to  me  in  exprefling 
your  Admiration  of  his  Majefty's  Learning,  to  whom 
I  have  Dedicated  this  Work  ,•  and  whofe  Virtue  and 
Perfedion  in  that  kind  did  chiefly  move  me  to  a  Work 

(4)  sir  Thoma/s  Egcrton  Lord  Ellefmere.    See  the  Introduftion. 
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of  this  Nature.  And  fb  with  (igni^cation  of  my  mofl 
humble  Duty  and  Affedion  to  your  Lordihip,  I  re- 
main. 

XV. 

To  the  Earl  of  Northampton,     {a) 

It  may  pleafe  your  Good  Lord(h/p, 

HAving  finiihed  a  Work  touching  the  Advancement 
of  Learning^2indi  Dedicated  the  fame  to  his  Sacred 
Majefty,  whom  I  dare  avouch,  Cif  the  Records  of 
time  err  not}  to  be  the  Learnedfl  King  that  hath  Reign- 
ed ,•  I  was  defirous,  in  a  kind  of  Congruity,  to  pre- 
fent  it  by  the  Learnedfl  Counfellor  in  this  Kingdom  ,*  to 
the  end  that  fo  good  an  Argument,  lighting  upon  fobad 
an  Author,  might  receive  fome  reputation  by  the  hands 
into  which,  and  by  which  it  (hould  be  delivered.  And 
therefore,  I  make  it  m.y  humble  Suit  to  5^our  Lordihip, 
to  prefent  this  mean  but  well  meant  Writing  to  his  Ma- 
jefty^ and  with  it ,    my  humble  and  zealous  Duty  j 

{a)  The  Earl  of  Northampton  was  the  fecond  Son,  and  bore  the  Name  of 
"that  accompliflied  Gentleman  Henry  Howard,  Ezrl  of  Surrey,  Son  and  Heir 
to  the  Duke  of  Horfolfi,  who  fuffer'd  under  the  Severity  of  King  Henry  the 
Eighth's  latter  days,  the  one  by  Death,  the  other  Imprifonment.    During 
great  part  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eli\abetbf  while  his  Family  lay  under 
the  Cloud,  he  applied  himfelf  to  Learning  •■,  and  to  what  a  degree  he  ar- 
rived appears  by  a  Book  he  Publiflied  in  158?,  againft  the  Poylon  of  Sup- 
poled  Prophefies,  and  Dedicated  to  Sir  Francis  Walfingham  5  and  the  Eulo- 
gy that  was  generally  given  him,  That  He  was  the  moft  Learned  among  the 
Noble,  and  the  moft  Moble  among  tte  Learned.    But  in  the   King's  Reign  His 
'Advancement  was  fpeedy  both  in  Favours,  Honours  and  Riches.    The  Ser- 
"*  vices  he  performed  as  a  Commiflioner  in  making  the  Peace  betv*'een  Eng- 
'  land  and  Spain,  gave  birth  to  a   Saying  in  thofe  Times,  (but  with  what 
!  truth  I  know  not)  That  his  Houfe  in  the  Strand  now  call'd  Northumberland- 
'  Houfe,  was  built  by  Spanijh  Gold.    He  died  in  1614,  leaving  behind  him 
the  memory  of  fome  real  good  V/orks,  and  of  fome  fuppofed  ill  ones ;  con- 
cealing as  was  thought  his  Religion  for  many  years,  and  of  being  privy  to 
the  untimely  death  of  Sir  Tho,  Overbury. 

and 
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and  alfo,  my  like  humble  requefl:  of  Pardon,  if  I 
have  too  often  taken  his  Name  in  vain,not  onely  in  the 
the  Dedication,  but  in  the  voucher  of  the  Authority  of 
his  Speeches  and  Writings.     And  fo  I  remain. 

4. 

XVI. 

To  Sir  Thomas  Bodley.     {a) 

SIR, 

I  Think  no  Man  may   more  truely  fay,  with  the 
Pfalm,  *  Mdtum  Incola  fuit  Anima  mea^  than  my  *  My  soul 
'(elf,*  for  I  do  confefs  fmce  I  was  of  any  underftanding,  h^th  been 
my  mind  hath  in  effed  been  abfent  from  that  I  have  joufnen^' 
done:  And  in  abfence  are  many  Errors,  which  I  do 
willingly  acknowledge  ;  and  amongil  the  reft,   this 
great  one  that  led  the  reft  ;  that  knowing  my  felf  by 
inward  calling  to  be  fitter  to  hold  a  Book,  than  to  play 
a  part,  I  have  led  my  life  in  Civil  Caufes ;  for  which 
I  was  not  very  fit  by  nature,  and  more  unfit  by  the  pre- 
occupation of  my  Mind.     Therefore  calling  my  felf 
home,   I  have   now    for   a   time  enjoyed  my  felf; 
whereof,  likcwife  I  defire  to  make  the  World  partaker. 
My  Labours  (if  I  may  fo  term  that  which  was  the 
comfort  of  my  other  Labours}  I  have  Dedicated  to  the 
King  ;  defirous  if  there  be  any  good  in  them,  it  may 
be  as  the  fat  of  a  Sacrifice,  incenfed  to  his  Honour  : 
And  the  fecond  Copy  I  have  fent  unto  you, not  onely 
in  good  affedtion,  but  in  a  kind  of  Congruity,  m  re- 
gard of  your  great  and  rare  defert  of  Learning.     For 

{a)  Sir  Thomas  Bodley  reflored  the  Library  in  Oxford,  begun  in  the  Times 
of  King  Henry  the  Sixth  by  Humphry  Duke  ofGlouceJter  ;  or  wa";  rather  the 
Founder  of  a  new  One,  which  now  bears  his  Name,  and  which  hath  pla- 
,  ced  him  among  the  chief  Benefactors  to  that  llniverfity,  and  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Learning.   He  died  in  the  entrance  of  the  year  16:^. 
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Books  are  the  Shrines  where  the  Saint  is,  or  is  believed 
to  be.  And  you  having  built  an  Ark  to  fave  Learning 
from  Deluge^  deferve  propriety  in  any  new  Inftrument, 
or  Engine,  whereby  Learning  fhould  be  improved  or 
advanced. 

xvii. 

To  Dr.  Playfer. 

Mr,  Dr.  Playfer, 

A  Great  defire  will  take  a  fmall  Occafion  to  hope 
and  put  in  trial  that  which  is  defired.  It  pleafed 
you  a  good  while  fince,  to  exprefs  unto  me  the  good 
liking  which  you  conceived  of  my  Book  of  the  Aci> 
vancement  of  Learning ;  and  that  more  fignificantly, 
Qis  it  feemcd  to  me)  than  out  of  courtefie,  or  Civil  re- 
rpe(5t.  My  felf,  as  I  then  took  Contentment  in  your  Ap- 
probation thereof;  (b  I  lliould  efteem  and  acknow- 
ledge, not  onely  my  Contentment  encreafed,  but  my 
Labours  advanced,  if  I  might  obtain  your  help  in  that 
Nature  which  I  defire.  Wherein  before  I  fet  down  in 
plain  Terms,  my  requeft  unto  you,  I  will  open  my 
felf,  what  it  was  which  I  chiefly  fought  and  propound- 
ed to  my  felf  in  that  Work  ;  that  you  may  perceive 
that  which  I  now  defire,  to  be  perfuant  thereupon.  If 
I  do  not  much  err,  (for  any  Judgment  that  a  Man  ma- 
keth  of  his  own  doings,  had  need  be  fpoken  with  a 
Si  nunquam  faSit  Imago,  (a))  I  have  this  Opinionj. 
that  if  I  had  fought  mine  own  Commendation,  it  had 
been  a  much  fitter  courfe  for  me  to  have  done  as  Gar- 
deners ufed  to  do,  by  taking  their  Seed  and  Slips,  and 

(a)  Virg,  id  Eclogue,  alluding  there  to  the  good  opinion  Men  are  apt  to. 
kave  of  their  own  Perfons,  as  here  of  their  own  Works. 
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rearing  them  firft  into  Plants,  and  Co  uttering  them  in 
Pots,  when  they  are  in  flower,  and  in  their  befl  flate. 
But  for  as  much  as  my  end  was  Merit  of  the  State  of 
Learning  (to  my  power}  and  not  Glory ;    and  becaufe 
my  purpofe  was  rather  to  excite  other  Mens  Wits  than 
to  magnifie  mine  own  ;  I  was  defirous  to  prevent  the 
uncertainnefs  of  mine  own  life  and  times,  by  utter- 
ing rather  Seeds  than  Plants  ;  Nay  and  further,  Cas  the 
Proverb  is)  by  fowing  with  the  Basket,  rather  than 
with  the  hand  :  Wherefore,  fince  I  have  onely  taken 
upon  me  to  ring  a  Bell,  to  call  other  Wits  together, 
(which  is  the  meaneft  Office)  it  cannot  but  be  confo- 
nant  to  my  defire,  to  have  that  Bell  heard  as  far  as  can 
be.    And  fince  tliey  are  but  fparks  which  can  work 
but  upon  Matter  prepared,  I  have  the  more  reafon  to 
vvifti,  that  thofe  (parks  may  fly  abroad,  that  they  may 
the  better  find  and  light  upon  thofe  minds  and  fpirits 
which  are  apt  to  be  kindled.     And  therefore  the  pri- 
vatenels  of  the  Language  confidered,  wherein  it  is  writ- 
ten, excluding  fo  many  Readers  ,•  as  on  the  other  fide, 
the  Ohfcurity  of  the  Argument  in  many  parts  of  it,  ex- 
cludeth  many  others  j  I  mufl  account  it  afecon^  Birtb 
of  that  iVork,  if  it  might  be  Tranflated  into  Latin, 
without  manifefl  lofs  of  the  Senfe  and  Matter.     For 
this  purpofe  I  could  not  reprefent  to  my  (blf  any  Man 
into  whofe  hands    I    do    more  earneftly  defirc  that 
Work  (hould  fall  than  your  felfj  for  by  that  I  have 
heard  and  read,  I  know  no  Man  a  greater  Mafler  in 
commanding  words  to  ferve  Matter.     Neverthelefs,  I 
am  not  ignorant  of  the  v/orth  of  your  Labours,  whe- 
ther fuch  as  your  place  and  profeflion  impofeth,or  fuch 
SIS  your  own  virtue  may  upon  your  voluntary  Electi- 
on take  in  hand.    But  I  can  lay  before  you  no  other 
perfwafions  than  either  the  H^ork  it  felf  may  affed:  you 
with ;  or  the  Honour  of  his  Majefty^  to  whom  it  is  de^ 
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Seated^  or  your  particular  inclination  to  my  (elf;  who, 
as  I  never  tcok  fo  much  comfort  in  any  Labours  of 
mine  own,  lo  I  fliall  never  acknowledge  my  felf  more 
obliged  in  any  thing  to  the  Labours  of  another,  than 
in  that  which  (hall  afTift  it.  Which  your  Labour,  if  I 
can  by  my  Place,  Profeflion,  Means,  Friends,  rXravel, 
Work,  Deed,  requite  unto  you,  I  fliall  elleem  my  (elf 
fb  ftreightly  bound  thereunto ,  as  I  fliall  be  ever 
molt  ready  both  to  take  and  feek  occafion  of  Thank- 
fulnefs.  So  leaving  it  neverthelcfs.  Salvo.  Jmkindy 
as  reafbn  is  to  your  good  liking.     I  remain. 

XVIII. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

It  may  pleafe your  Good  Lordjhipy 

SOme  late  A€t  of  his  Majefly,  referred  to  fome  for- 
mer Speech  which  I  have  heard  from  your  Lord- 
fliip,  bred  in  me  a  great  defire  ,•  and  the  ftrength  of 
defire  a  boldnefs  to  make  an  humble  Proportion  to 
your  Lorddiip  ;  fiich  as  in  me  can  be  no  better  than  a 
wifli :  But  if  your  Lordfliip  lliould  apprehend  it,  it  may 
take  fbme  good  and  worthy  efTed:.  The  Ad:  I  fpeak  of, 
is  the  Order  given  by  his  Majefly  for  the  eredion  of 
a  Tomh  or  Monumeiit^  for  our  late  Sovereign  Queen 
Elizaheth  (jT)  ;  wherein  I  may  note  much,  but  only 
this  at  this  time,  that  as  her  Majefly  did  always  right 
to  his  Majefly 's  hopa ;  fo  his  Highnefs  doth  in  all 
things  right  to  her  Memory ;  a  veryjuft  and  Princely 
retribution.  But  from  this  occafion  by  a  very  eafie  af- 
(cent  I  pafled  further,being  put  in  mind  by  this  Repre- 
fentative  of  her  Per/on  of  the  m.ore  true,and  more  vive 

(£)  The  Monument  here  fpoken  of  was  ereded  in  K.  Hemj  the  Seventh's 
Chappel  at  Wejimivjter,  in  the  year  1606. 
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Reprefentation  which  is  of  her  Life  and  Government  j 
for  as  Statues  and  Figures  are  dun^b  Hiflories^  fb  Hifflo^ 
r/es  '2irc /peaking  Pictures  ;  wherein  if  my  afTedlion  be 
not  too  great,  or  my  reading  too  (mall  ;  I  am  of  this 
opinion,  That  if  Plutarch  were  alive  to  write  Lives  by 
Parallels,  it  would  trouble  him  for  virtue  and  for  time, 
both  to  find  for  her  a  Parallel  amongft  Women.  And 
tho'  flie  was  of  the  paflive  Sex,  yet  her  Government  vvas 
fo  adive,as  in  my  fimple  opinion, it  made  more  impref^ 
fion  upon  the  feveral  States  of  Europe^  than  it  recei- 
ved from  thence.  But  I  confefs  unto  your  Lorddiip  I 
could  not  ftay  there,  but  went  a  Uttle  further  into  the 
confideration  of  the  times  which  have  pafTed  fince  King 
Henry  the  Eighth  ;  wherein  I  find  the  ftrangefl  variety 
that  in  fo  little  number  of  Succeilions  of  any  Heredita- 
ry Monarchy  hath  ever  been  known.  The  Reign  of  a 
Child:  The  OiTer  of  an  Ufurpation,  though  it  were 
but  as  a  Diary  Ague  ;  the  Reign  of  a  Lady  Married  to 
a  Foreigner,  and  the  Reign  of  a  Lady  folitary  and  un. 
married  ;  fo  that  as  it  cometh  to  pafs  in  maily  Bodies  ; 
That  they  have  certain  Trepidations  and  waverings, 
before  they  fix  and  fettle  ;  fo  it  feemeth  that  by  the 
Providence  of  God,  this  Monarchy  (^before  it  was  to 
fettle  in  his  Majefly,  and  his  Generations,  in  which  I 
hope  it  is  now  eftabliihed  for  ever}  hath  had  thefe  pre- 
lufive  changes  in  thefe  barren  Princes.  Neither  could 
I  contain  my  felf  here,  (^as  it  is  eafier  to  multiply  than 
to  ftay  a  wilh)  but  calling  to  remembrance  the  unwor- 
thinefi  o{  the  Hiftory  of  England  (JT),  in  the  main  con- 
tinuance thereof  J    and  the  Partiality  and  Ohliquity  of 

that 

ib)  The  unworthinefs  of  the  Hijlory  of  England  hath  been  long  com- 
plain'd  of  by  ingenioas  Men,  both  of  this  and  other  Nations.  Sir  Fruvci> 
Bacun  hath  exprefled  himfelf  much  to  the  fame  effect,  and  in  many  of  the 
fame  words,  tho'  more  at  large  in  his  fecond  Book  of  the  AivaKcement  of 
LiATning.    Where  he  carries  this  period  of  remarkable  Events  fomeu  har 
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tliat  of  Scotland^  in  the  lateft  and  largefl:  Author  (c) 
that  I  have  feen  ;  I  conceived  it  would  be  honour  lor 
his  Majefty,  and  a  Work  very  Memorable,  if  this  IflatjJ 
of  Great  Britain,  as  it  is  now  joyned  in  Monarchy,  for 
the  Ages  to  come  j  (b  it  were  joyned  in  Hiftory  for 
the  times  paft ;  and  that  one  juft  and  compleat  Htflory 
were  Compiled  of  both  Nations.  And  if  any  Man  think 
it  may  refrefli  the  Memory  of  former  difcords,  he  may 

higher  than  in  this  Letter ;  beginning  with  the  Union  of  the  Rofes  under 
B.enry  the  Seventh,  and  ending  with  the  Union  of  the  Kingdoms  under 
King  fames.  A  portion  of  time  filled  with  lb  great  ahd  variable  Accidents 
both  in  Church  and  State,  and  fince  fo  well  difcovered  to  the  view  of  the 
World,  that  had  other  Parts  the  fame  performance,  we  (hould  not  longer 
lye  under  any  reproach  of  this  kind.  And  fince  the  Specimen  Sir  William 
Temple  has  given  the  Nation,  and  the  progrefs  another  faithful  and  indu- 
flrious  Gentleman  has  miade ;  we  may  hope   to  fee  a  general  Hiftory  of 
England  compleated  in  our  times.    The  Reign  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh 
was  v^ritten  by  our  Author  foon   after   his  Retirement,  with  fo  great  a 
Beauty  of  Stile  and  wifdom  of  Obfervation,  that  nothing   can  be  more 
entertaining,  where  the  Truth  of  Hiftory  Is  not  difguifed  with  the  falfe 
Colours  of  Romance.  It  w  as  lo  acceptable  a  Prcfent  to  the  Prince  of  fValeSy 
that  when  he  became  I(^fr^,  he  commanded  him  to  proceed  v/ith  the  Reign 
of  King  Henry  the  Eighth.    But  my  Lord  Bacon  being  then  meditating  the 
Hiftory  of  Nature,  which  he  hardly  lived   to  publifh  ;  His  ill  ftate  of 
Health,  and  fucceeding  death,  put  an  end  to  this  and  other  Noble  defigns. 
Leaving  the  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil  Affairs  of  thofe  Times  to  be  fo  well  re- 
lated by  the  Learned  Pens  of  Dr.  Burnet,  the  prefent  Bifliop  of  Saliibury^ 
(notwithftanding  the  Objeiflions   of  the  avow'd  Enemies,    and   feeming 
Friends  to  the  Reformation)  and  the  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury  ;  that  I  think 
there  is  not  much  of  moment  to  be  expedled  from  a  future  hand.    And  for 
the  Annals  of  Queen  Eliyiheth  compiled  by  Mr.  Cambden,  the  efteem  of 
them  is  asUniverfal  as  the  Language  in  which  they  are  written.  Nor  muft 
I  forget  in  this  Place  to  take  notice  of  two  fair  and  large  Volumes  lately 
publifhed  in  French  by  Monjieur  de  Larrey,  where  building  upon  the  Foun- 
dations laid  by  thefe  Gentlemen,  and  fome  other  Memoires   he  had   not 
forgotten  to  do  much  Honour  to  the  Englijh  Nation.  Beginning  his  Hiftory 
alio  with  Henry  the  Seventh,  and  already  continued  to  the  End  of  King 
^arnes  the  Firft. 

(c)  This  I  take  to  be  meant  of  Buchanan's  Hiftory  of  Scotland^  a  Book 
mwch  admired  by  fome,  but  cenfured  by  many,  for  his  Partiality  in  favour 
of  the  Lords,  againft  Mary  Queen  of  the  Scots,  and  the  Regal  Power.  In 
other  refpeds,  Archbifliop  Spotftvcod  informs  us  that  he  Penned  it  with 
fuch  Judgement  a pd: Eloquence,  as  no  Country  can  fhew  a  better. 
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fntisfie  himfelf  with  the  verfcs  Olim  ha:c  weminijfe  juva* 
hit ;  for  the  cafe  being  now  altered,  it  is  matter  of 
Comfort  and  Gratulation  to  remember  former  Trou- 
bles.   Thus  much,  if  it  may  pleafe  your  Lordfliip,  is 
in  the  Optative  Mood  ;  it  is  time  that  I  did  look  a  lit- 
tle into  the  Potential  ,♦  wherein  the  hope  which  I  con- 
ceived was  grounded  upon  three  Obfervations.     The 
/vr/?,    the  nature  of  thefe  times,    which  flourifli  in 
Learning,  both  of  Art  and  Language  ,•  which  giveth 
hope  not  onely  that    it  may  be  done  ,    but  that  it 
may  be  well  done.     Secondly  ,    I  do  fee  that  which 
all  the  world   (ees  in  his  Majefly,  both  a  wonderful 
Judgement  in  Learning,  and  a  fingular  AffeiSlion  to- 
wards Learning  ,*  and  Works  which  are  of  the  Mhid^ 
and   not  of  the  Hand.     For  there  cannot  be  the  like 
honour  fought,  in  building  of  Galleries  Qd),  and  Plant- 
ing of  Elmes  along  High-ways,    and  outward  Orna- 
ments, wherein  France  now  is  bufie  ,♦  (^things  rather  of 
Magnificence  than  of  Magnanimity  ,-)as  there  is  in  the 
uniting  of  States  Qe'),  pacifying  ofControverfies  (f)^  nou- 
riiLing  and  augmenting  of  Learning  and  Arts,  and  the 
particular  Adions  appertaining  to  thefe ;    of  which 
kind  Cicero  judged  truly,when  he  {aid  to  Cafar^  *Cli^a?2-  "That 
turn  Oferihiis  fms  detrahet  vetuftas,  tantmn  addet  haudi-  nf^^^-n 
hus.    And  Lajily^  I  call  to  mind,  that  your  Lordihip  at  as  much 
fome  times  had  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  unto  me  a  great  i-T^prove 
defire,  that  (bmething  of  this   nature  fiiould   be  per- p^jjlieasj-t 
formed  ;  anfvverable  mdeed  to  your  other  Noble  and  «iii  im- 
worthy  Courfes  and  Actions  :  Joyning  and  adding  un-  "^^^'^^1^^'' 
to   the  great  Services  towards    his  Majefly  -,  fwhich 

(i)  The  Magnificent  Gallery  at  the  Lcuvre  in  Furls,  built  by  Henry  th; 
Fourth. 

(e)  The  Union  o^EngUnJ.  and  ScotUni. 

(t)  The  Coiifereace  at  Hampton  Court  held  between  the  Bifiiops  and  Pu- 
ritan ^«linifters  as  they  were  then  called,  loon  after  the  King's  conning  to 
the  Crown  of  Englund,  and  where  his  Majefly  was  the  Moderator. 
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have  In  fmall  compafs  of  time,  been  put  upon  your 
Lord  (hip)  other  great  defervings  both  of  the  Church 
and  Commonwealth^  and  Particulars  ;  fo  as  the  opinion 
of  fo  threat  and  wife  a  Man,  doth  feem  to  me  a  good 
Warrant  both  of  the  pofTibiUty  and  worth  of  this  mat- 
ter. But  all  this  while,  I  aflure  my  fclf,  I  cannot  be 
miftaken  by  your  Lordfliip,  as  if  I  fought  an  Office  or 
Imployment  for  my  felf :  For  no  Man  knows  better 
than  your  Lordfhip,  that  if  there  were  in  me  any  fa-. 
culty  thereunto,  yet  neither  my  courfe  of  life,  nor  pro- 
feffion  would  permit  it :  But  becaufe  there  be  fo  many 
good  Fainters  both  for  Hand  and  Colours,  it  needeth 
but  encouragement  and  inftrudions  to  give  life  unto 
it,  fb  in  all  humblenefs,  I  conclude,  my  prefenting 
unto  your  Lordfhip  this  Wijh  ;  which,  if  it  perifli,  it 
is  but  a  lofs  of  that  which  is  not.  And  fo  craving 
pardon  that  I  have  taken  fo  much  time  from  yourLord- 
lliip,  I  remain. 

XIX. 
To  the  KING. 

It  may  pleafeyour  Majejly, 

H Earing  that  you  are  at  leifure  to  perufe  Stories, 
a  defire  took  me  to  make  an  Experiment  what 
T  could  do  in  your  Majefly's  times,  which  being  but  a 
leaf  or  two,  I  pray  your  pardon,  if  I  fend  it  for  your 
*rhh  is   Recreation,-*  Confidering  that  Love  muft  creep  where  it 
Printed     cannot  go.  But  to  this  I  add  thefe  Petitions.  /7r/?,  that 
/«/Sr  if  your  Majefly  do  diflike  any  thing,  you  would  con- 
pag.  ill.   ceive  I  can  amend  it  upon  your  Icaft  beck.    Next,  that 
if  I  have  not  fpoken  of  your  Majefty,  Encomiaftkally^ 
your  Majefly  would  be  pleafed  onely  to  afcribe  it,  to 

the 
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the  Law  of  an  H'tflory  ,•  which  doth  not  clutter  toge  •  ' 
ther  praifes  upon  the  fird  mention  of  a  Name,  but  ra- 
ther difperfeth  and  weavcth  them  through  the  whole 
Narrative.  And  as  for  the  proper  place  of  Comme- 
moration, (which  is  in  the  period  of  life)  I  pray  God 
I  m.ay  never  Jive  to  write  it.  Thirdly^  that  the  reafbn 
why  I  prefumed  to  think  of  this  Oblation,  was  becaufe 
whatfbevcr  my  difability  be,  yet  I  (liall  have  that  ad- 
vantage which  almofl  no  Writer  of  Hiflory  hath  had  : 
In  that  I  ihall  write  of  Times  not  onely  fince  I  could 
remember,  but  fince  I  could  obferve.  And  laftly,  that 
it  is  only  for  your  Majefly's  reading. 

XX. 

7*0  Mr,  Edward  Coke,      {a) 

Mr.  Attorney^ 

1  Thought  bed,  once  for  all,  to  let  you  know  m 
plainnefs  what  I  find  of  you.  and  what  you  fliali 
find  of  me ;  You  take  to  your  (elf  a  Liberty  to  Dif- 
grace  and  difable  my  Law^  my  Experience^  my  Difcre^ 
tion;  what  it  pleafeth  you,  I  pray,  think  of  me,-  lam 
one  that  knows  both  mine  own  wants,and  other  Mens: 
And  it  may  be,perchance,that  mine  mend,  others  (land 
at  a  (lay.  And  fbrely  I  may  not  endure  in  publick  place, 
to  be  wronged  without  repelling  the  fame  to  my  befl 
advantage  to  right  my  felf.  You  are  great,  and  there- 
fore have  the  more  Enviers,  which  would  be  glad  to 
have  you  paid  at  another's  cofl:.  Since  the  time  I  milled 
the  Solicitors  place,  Cthe  rather  I  think  by  your  means) 
I  cannot  exped  that  you  and  I  fliall  ever  ferve  as  Attor- 
ney  and  Solicitor  together  j  But  either  to  {erve  with  an- 

(«:)  See  the  Introdii(flion, 
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other  upon  your  remove,  or  to  flep  into  fome  other 
courfe  :  So  as  I  am  more  free  than  ever  I  was  from 
any  Occafion  of  unworthy  conforming  my  (elf  to  you, 
more  than  general  good  Manners,  or  your  particular 
good  ufage  Ihall  provoke ;  and  if  you  had  not  been 
Ihort-fighted  in  your  own  fortune,  (^as  I  think}  you 
might  have  had  more  ufe  of  me.  But  that  fide  is  pafted, 
I  write  not  this  to  Ihew  my  Friends  what  a  brave  Let- 
ter I  have  written  to  }Ax. Attorney;  I  have  none  of  thofe 
humours,  but  that  I  have  written  is  to  a  good  end  ; 
that  is,to  the  more  decent  Carriage  of  my  Mafler's  Ser- 
vice ;  and  to  our  particular  better  underftanding  one 
of  another.  This  Letter,  if  it  (hall  be  anfwered  by 
you  in  Deed,  and  not  in  word,  I  fuppofe  it  will  not 
be  wor(e  for  us  both :  Life  it  is  but  a  few  lines  loft  j, 
which  for  a  much  fmaller  matter,  I  would  have  adven- 
tured. So  this  being  to  your  felf,  I  for  my  part  reft. 

XXI. 
To  the  Earl  of  Salisbury. 

May  it  pleafe your  Lordjhip^ 

I  Am  not  privy  to  my  Mi  of  any  fuch  ill  deferving 
towards  your  Lordfhip,  as  that  I  fhould  think  it 
an  impudent  thing  to  be  a  Suitor  for  your  Favour  in  a 
reafonable  matter;  your  LordOiip  being  to  mc  as  Cwith 
your  good  Favour}  you  cannot  ceafe  to  be,  but  rather 
it  were  a  fimple  and  arrogant  part  in  me  to  forbear 
it. 

It  is  thought  Mr.  Attorney  fliall  be  Chief  Jufike  of 
the  Common  Pleas  ,•  in  cafe  Mr.  Solicitor  rife,  I  would 
be  glad  now  at  laft  to  be  Solicitor ;  chiefly  becaufe  I 
think  it  will  increafe  my  pradice,  wherein  God  blef- 
fing  me  a  few  years,    I  may  mend  rny  ftate ,    and 

fo 
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fo  after  fall  to  my  Studies  and  eafe  ,*  whereof  one 
IS  requiilte  for  my  Body,  and  die  other  ferveth  for  my 
mind;  vvherehi  if  I  fliall  find  your  Lordfliip's  Favour  , 
I  fliall  be  more  happy  than  I  have  been,  which  may 
make  me  alfo  more  wile.  I  have  fmall  (lore  of  means 
about  the  King,  and  to  fue  my  felf  is  not  fit  ,•  and 
therefore  I  fliall  leave  it  to  God,  his  Majefty,  and  your 
Lordlhip,  for  I  mufl  flill  be  next  the  Door.  I  thank 
God  in  thefe  Tranfitory  things  I  am  well  refolved.  So 
befeeching  your  Lordfhip  not  to  think  this  Letter  the 
lefs  humble,  becaufe  it  is  plain.   I  reft,  &c. 

Fr,  "Bacon, 

XXII. 

To  the  Earl  of  Salisbury. 

It  may  pie afe your  good  Lor^lfhip^ 

IAm  not  ignorant,  how  mean  a  Thing,  I  ftand  for,-, 
in  defiring  to  come,  into  the  Solicitors  Place  :  For 
I  know  well,  it  is  not  the  Thing  it  hath  been  ;  Time 
having  wrought  Alteration,  both  in  the  ProfelFion,  and 
in  that  fpecial  Place.    Yet  becaufe,  I  think,  it  will  en- 
creafe  my  Pradtice,and  that  it  may  fatisfie  my  Friends  ; 
And  becaufe  I  have  been  voiced  to  it,  I  would  be  glad 
it  were  done.     Wherein,  I  may  fay  to  your  Lordlhip, 
in  the  Confidence,  of  your  Poor  Kinfman,  and  of  a 
Man,  by  you  advanced  ;  *  tu  idem  fer  Opem^  qui  Spem  *  as  you 
dedijli :  For,  I  am  fure,  it  was  not  poftible,  for  a  Man  '^avegl- 
Living,  to  have  received,  from  another,  more  fignifi-  gTv^etSp! 
cant,  and  comfortable,  words  of  Hope;    your  Lord- 
fliip  being  pleafed,  to  tell  me,  during  the  Courfe  of 
my  iaft  Service,  that  you  would  raife  me  ;  And  that, 

when. 
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when  yoti  had  refolved,  to  raife  a  Man,  you  were 
more  careful  of  him,  than  himfelf,-  And  that,  what 
you  had  done  for  me,  in  my  Marriage,  w'as  a  benefit 
to  me,  butofnoufe  to  your  Lordfliip,-  And  therefore,. 
I  might  alTure  my  Self,  you  would  not  leave  me  there ; 
with  many  like  Speeches,  which  I  knew,  my  Duty  too 
w^ell,  to  take  arny  other  hold  of,  than  the  Hold  of  a 
Thankful  Remembrance.  And  I  acknowledge,  and  all 
the  World  knoweth,  that  your  Lordfhip,  is  no  Dealer, 
of  Holy  Water,  but  Noble,  and  Real  ,•  And,  on  my 
part,  I  am  of  a  fare  ground,  that  I  have  committed 
nothing,  that  may  deferve  alteration.  And  tlierefore, 
my  Hope  is,  your  Lordfliip,  will  finiOi  a  good  Work, 
and  confider,  that  Time  groweth  precious  with  me, 
*  Decli-  and  that  1  am  now  in  *  Vergentihus  Anms.  And  although 
"j"S  I  know,  that  your  Fortune  is  not  to  need,  an  Hundred 
fuch  as  I  am,  yet  I  ihall  be  ever  ready,  to  give  you 
my  beft,  and  Firfl  fruits ;  And  to  fupply,  (as  much  as 
in  me  lieth,)  Worthinefs,  by  Thankfulnefs. 

XXill. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

It  may  p leaf e  your  Good  Lord/J:ip, 

AS  I  conceived  it  to  be  a  Refolution,  both  with 
his  Majefiy,  and  your  Lordjhips  of  his  Council^ 
that  I  fliould  be  placed  Sollkitor,  and  the  Solicitor,  to 
be  removed,to  be  the  Kings  Serjeant :  So  I  mod  thank- 
fully acknowledge ,  your  Lordfliip's  furtherance,  and 
forwardnefs  therein  :  your  Lordfliip,  being  the  Man, 
that  firft  devifed  the  Mean  :  Wherefore,  my  hum.ble 
Requeft,  to  your  Lordfliip  is,  that  you  would  fet  in, 
with  fome  Strength,  to  finifli  this  your  Work  .-  Which 

I  allure 


of  Sir  Francis  Bacon.  3  r 

I  aflure  your  Lord,  I  defire  the  rather,  becaufe  being 
placed,  1  hope,  for  many  Favours,  at  J  all,  to  be  able, 
to  do  you  fome  better  Service.  Fof  as  I  am,  your  Lcrd- 
fliip  cannot  ufc  me;  nor  fcarcely  indeed   know   me: 
Not  that  I  vainly  think,  I  iliall  be  able,  to  do  any  great 
Matters,  but  certainly,  it  will  frame  me  to  ufe  a  nearer 
Obfervance,  and  Application,  to  fuch,  as  I  honour  fo 
much,  as  I  do  your  LordHiip  ,•  And  not,  ({  hope}  with- 
out (bme  good  Offices,  which  may,  now  and  then,  de- 
ferve  your  Thanks.    And  herewithal,  Cg^^^  ^Y  Lord) 
I  humbly  pray  your  Lordihip,  to  confider,  that  Time 
groweth  precious  with  me,  and  that  a  Married  Man,  is 
(even  years  elder,  in  his  thoughts,  the  firfl  day.     And 
therefore,  v»hat  a  difcomfortable  Thing  it  is  for  me, 
to  be  unfetled  ilill  ?  Certainly,  were  it  not,  that  I  think 
my  Self  born,  to  do  my  Sovereign  Service ;  And  there- 
fore, in  that  Station,  I  will  live  and  die;  Otherwife, 
for  mine  own  Private  comfort,  it  were  better  for  me, 
that  the  Kiyig,  did  blot  me  out  of  his  Book ;  Or  that  I 
Ibould  turn  my  Courle,  to  endeavour,  to  ferve,  in  fbme 
ctlier  kind,   than  for  me,  to  (land  thus  at  a  flopp ;  And 
to  have  that  little  Reputation,  which  by  my  Indullry  I 
gather,  to  be  fcattered,  and  taken  away,  by  continual 
Difgraces,  every  new  Man  coming  above  me.     Sure  I 
am,  I  iTiall  never  have  fairer  Promifes,    and  Words, 
from  all  your  Lordfhips.  For  I  know  not  what  my  Ser- 
vices are,  (^faving  that  your  LordOiips  told  me,  they 
were  good  ;}  And  I  would  believe  you  ,    in  a  much 
greater  Matter.     Were  it  nothing  el(e,  I  hope  the  Mo- 
deily  of  my  Sute,  deferveth  fbmewhat ;  For  I  know 
well,  the  Solicitors  Place,  is  not  as  your  Lordibip  left- 
it;  Time  working  Alteration,  fomewhat  in  the  Profef^ 
fion,  much  more  in  that  (p^cial  Place.  But  to  conclude, 
as  ray  Honourable  Lady,  your  Wife,  was  fome  Mean, 
to  make  me,  to  change  the  Name  of  Another ;  So  if 
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itpleafeyou,  to  help  me,  to  change  mine  own  Name, 
I  can  be,  but  more  and  more  bounden  to  you  :  And  I 
am  much  deceived,  if  your  Lordfhip,  find  not  the  Kinq^^ 
well  inclined,  and  my  Lord  of  Salisbury  forward,  and 
affedionate. 

XXIV. 
To  the  KilNG. 

O  W  honeftly  ready  I  have  been  (moft  Gracious 
Sovereign^')  to  do  your  Majcfty  humble  Service, 
to  the  beftof  my  Power,  and  in  a  manner,  beyond  my 
power,  (^as  I  now  fland,}  I  am  not  (b  unfortunate,  but 
your  Majefty  knoweth.     For  both,  in  the  Commifton 
of  Union,  (the  Labour  whereof,  for  Men  of  my  Pro- 
feffion,  refted  mod  upon  my  hand,-)  And  this  hUPar^ 
liament,  in  the  /?i//of  the  Suhfidy;  Both  Body  and  Pre- 
amble ;  In  the  Bill  of  Attainders^  both  Trejham,  and 
the  reft ;  In  the  Matter  of  Purveyance ;  In  the  Ecclefia^ 
flical  Petitions  ;  Tn  the  Grievances;  And  the  like,*  as  I 
was  ever  careful,    (^and  not  without  good  Succefs,} 
fometimes  to  put  forward,  that  which  was  good  ,•  fome- 
times  to  keep  back,  that  which  was  not  fo  good  ;  So 
yourMsjefty  was  pleafed,  kindly  to  accept  of  my  Ser- 
vices, and  to  (ay  to  me  ,•  Such  Conflids  were  the  Wars 
of  Peace  ,•  And  fuch  Vidories  the  Vidlories  of  Peace ; 
And  therefore  fuch  Servants,  that  obtained  them,  were 
by  Kings,  that  reign  in  Peace,  no  le(s  to  be  efleem.ed, 
than  Services  of  Commanders  in  the  Wars.     In  all 
which,  neverthclefs,  I  can  challenge,  to  my  Self,  no 
Sufficiency,   but  that  I  was  diligent,    and  reafonable 
happy,  to  execute  thofe  Diredions,  which  I  received, 
either  immediately  from  your  Royal  Mouth,  or  from 
my  Lord  of  Salisbury.     At  what  time,  it  pleafed  your 
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Majefly  alfo,  to  promife,  and  aflure  me,  that  upon  the 
Remove  of  the  then  Atturney,  I  fliould  not  be  forgot- 
ten, but  brought  into  Ordinary  Place.  And  this  was 
after  confirmed  to  me,  by  many  of  my  Lords,  and  to- 
wards  the  end  of  the  lall  Term,  the  manner  alfo,  in 
particular,  (poken  of,-  That  is,  that  Mr.  Sollkitor, 
(houid  be  made  your  Majefly's  Serjeant^^ud  I  Solliciior  : 
For  To  it  was  thought  beft,  to  (brt,  with  both  our  Gifts, 
and  Faculties,  for  the  good  of  your  Service  :  And  of 
this  Refblution,  both  Court,  and  Country,  took  know- 
ledge. Neither  was  this,  any  Invention,  or  Projedt, 
of  mine  own  ;  but  moved  from  my  Lor^s,  I  think, 
firH  from  my  Lord  Chancellor  :  whereupon  relling,  your 
Majefly  well  knoweth,  I  never  opened  my  Mouth,  for 
the  Greater  Place ;  Though  I  am  fure,  I  Iiad  two  Cir- 
cumdances,  that  Mr.  Atturfjey,  that  now  is,  could  not 
alledge :  The  one,  Nine  years  Service  of  the  Crown  : 
The  other,  the  being  Coufin  Germain^  to  the  Lord  of 
Salisbury^  whom  your  Majefly  efleemeth,  and  trufleth 
fo  much.  But  for  the  lefs  Place,  I  conceive  it  was 
meant  me.  But  after  that,  Mr.  Atturney  Hohert  was 
placed,  I  heard  no  more  of  my  Preferment;  but  it 
(eemed  to  me  at  a  flopp,  to  my  great  Difgrace,  and 
Difcouragement.  For  {Gracious  Sovereign,)  if  flill, 
when  the  Waters  are  flirr'^d^  another  {[■\2\\  be  put  in  be- 
fore me,  your  Majefly  had  need  work  a  Miracle^or  ejfe, 
I  (hall  be  fiill,  a  lame  Man,  to  do  your  Service.  And 
therefore,  my  moft  humble  Sute,  to  your  Majefly,  is ; 
That  this,  which  Teemed  to  me  intended,  may  fpeedi- 
ly  be  performed  :  And,  I  hope,  my  former  Service, 
lliall  be,  but  as  Beginnings  to  better,  when  I  am  bet- 
ter flrengthened  :  For  fure  I  am,  no  Ivlan's  Heart  is 
fuller,  (i  fay  not,  but  many  may  have  greater  tiearts, 
but  I  fay  not  fuller,)  of  Love,  and  Duty,  towards 
your  Majefly,  and  your  Children  ;  As,  I  hope,  Time 
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will  manlfeft,  againft  Envy,  and  Detradlion  ,  if  any 
be.  To  conclude,  I  moft  humbly,  crave  pardon  for 
my  boldnefs,  and  reft. 

XXV. 

To  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  upon  a  New-years  Tide, 

Jt  may  please  your  Good  Lord/hip^ 

HAving  no  Gift  to  prefent  you  with,  in  any  De- 
gree proportionable  to  my  mind  ,•  I  defire,  ne- 
verthelefs,  to  take  the  advantage  of  a  Ceremony^  to  ex- 
prefs  my  felf,  to  your  Lordihip  ;  it  being  the  firft  time, 
I  could  make  the  like  acknowledgment,  when  I  ftood 
out  of  the  Perfon  of  aSuter  :  wherefore,  I  moft  hum- 
bly pray  your  Lordihip,  to  think  of  me,  that  now  it 
hath  pleafed  you,  by  many  efFe^tual  and  great  benefits, 
to  add  the  afTurance  and  comfort  of  your  love  and  fa- 
vour, to  that  precedent  difpofition,  which  was  in  me, 
to  admire  your  Virtue  and  Merit  ,•  I  do  efteem  whatib- 
ever  I  have,  or  may  have,  in  this  World,  but  as  Traih, 
in  comparifbn  of  having  the  honour  and  happinefs,  to 
be  a  near  and  well  accepted  Kinfman,  to  fo  rare  and 
worthy  a  Cmnfellor^  Governour^  and  Patriot.     For  ha- 
ving been  a  Studious,  if  not  a  curious  obferver  of  An- 
tiquities of  Virtue,  as  of  late  Pieces  ,•  I  forbear  to  (ay 
to  your  Lordihip  what  I  find  and  conceive;  but  to  any 
other  I  would  think  to  make  my  felfbeHeved.     But 
not  to  be  tedious  in  that  which  may  have  the  iliew  of  a 
Complement ,    I  can  but  wiih  your  Lordiliip,  many 
happy  years ;  many  more  than  your  Father  had  ,♦  Even 
fb  many  more,  as  we  may  need  you  more.     So  I  re- 
main. 
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XXVI. 

To  Mr,  Mathew. 

Mr.  Matheiv, 

DO  not  think  me  forgetful,  or  altered  towards 
you  :  But  if  I  fhould  lay,  I  could  do  you  any 
good,  I  (hould  make  my  power  more  than  it  is.  I  do 
hear  that,  which  I  am  right  forry  for  ,•  That  you  grow- 
more  impatient  and  bufie,  than  at  firft;  which  maketh 
me  exceedingly  fear  the  ilTue  of  that  which  (eemeth 
not  to  (land  at  a  ftay.  I  my  felf  am  out  of  doubt,  that 
you  have  been  miferably  abufed,  when  you  were  firft 
f educed :  But  that  which  I  take  in  compalTion,  others 
may  take  in  feverity.  I  pray  God^  that  underftand- 
eth  us  all,  better  than  we  underftand  one  another, 
contain  you  (even  as  I  hope  he  will}  at  the  leaft,  with- 
in the  bounds  of  Loyalty  to  his  Majefly,  and  Natural 
Piety  towards  your  Country.  And  I  intreat  you  much, 
fbmetimes,  to  meditate  upon  the  extreme  effeds  of 
Super ji it ion^  in  this  laft  Powder-Treafon ;  fit  to  be  Ta- 
bled and  Pidured,  in  the  Chambers  of  Meditation^  as 
another  Hell.,  above  the  Ground  ;  and  well  juftifying 
the  Cenfure  of  the  Heathen  ,•  That  Superfiition  is  far 
ivorfe  than  Atheifm  :  By  how  much  it  is  lefs  evil,  to 
have  no  opinion  of  God  ^t  all  ,♦  than  fuch  as  is  impious, 
towards  his  Divine  Majefty  and  Goodnefs  Qa).  Good 
Mr.  Mathew^  receive  your  felf  back  from  thefe  Cour- 
£qs  of  Perdition  :  Willing  to  have  written  a  great  deal 
more,  I  continue,  ^c 

(a)  Sir  Fruncis  Bacon  repeats  this  Obfervation  of  Plutarch's  in  his  Eflays, 
in  the  Chapter  of  Su^erfihion. 
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XXVII. 

To  Mr.  Mathew. 

SIR, 

TW  O  Letters  of  mine  are  now  already  walking 
towards  3''ou  ;  but  fo  that  we  might  meet,  it 
were  no  matter  though  our  Letters  fhould  lofe  their 
way.   I  make  a  fhift  in  the  mean  time  to  be  glad  of 
your  Approaches,  and  would  be  more  glad  to  be  an 
Agent  for  your  Prefence,  who  have  been  a  Patient  for 
your  Ahfence,     If  your  Body  by  indifpofition  make 
you  acknowledge    the    healthful    air   of  your  Na- 
tive Country  ;    much  more  do  I  alTure  my  felf  that 
you  continue  to  have  your  mind  no  way  eflranged. 
And  as  my  Truft  with  the  State  is  above  fufpicion,  fo 
my  Knowledge,  both  of  your  Loyalty  and  honefl  Na- 
ture will  ever  make  me  fliew  my  felf  your  Faithful 
Friend,  without  fcruple  :  You  have  reafbn  to  commend 
that  Gentleman  to  me,  by  whom  you  fent  your  laft, 
although  his  having  Travelled  fb  long  amongft  the 
fadder  Nations  of  the  World,  make  him  much  the  lefs 
eafie  upon  fmall  acquaintance  to  be  underftood.  I  have 
fent  you  fome  Copies  of  my  Book  of  the  Advancement^ 
which  you  defired,  and  a  little  work  of  my  Recrea- 
tion, which  you  defired  not.    My  Inflauration  I  referve 
for  our  Conference  j  it  flecps  not.     Thefe  Works  of 
the  Alphabet  are  in  my  opinion  of  lefs  ufe  to  you 
where  you  are  now,  than  at  Paris  •    and  therefore  I 
conceived,  that  you  had  fent  me  a  kind  of  tacite  Coun- 
termand of  your  former  requed.     But  in  regard  that 
fome  Friends  of  yours  have  (till  in  (fled  here,  I  fend 
them  to  you  -,  and  for  my  part,  I  value  your  own  read- 
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ing  more  than  your  publiihing  them  to  others.  Thus 
in  extream  haftc,  I  have  fcribled  to  you  I  know  not 
what,  which  therefore  is  the  lefs  aiFeded,  and  for  that 
very  reafon  will  not  be  elleemed  the  lefs  by  you. 

XXVIII. 

To  Sir  George  Carevi\      {a) 

My  very  Good  Lord^ 

BEing  asked  the  Queflion  by  this  Bearer,  an  Old' 
Servant  of  my  Brother  Anthony  Bacons,  whe- 
ther I  would  command  him  any  thing  into  France x  and 
being  at  better  leifure  than  I  would,  in  regard  of  Sick- 
nefs ;  I  began  to  remember,  that  neither  your  Bufinefs, 
nor  mine,  (though  great  and  continual)  can  be,  upon 
an  cxad:  account,  any  jufl  occafion,  why  fo  much  good 
will  as  hath  palTed  between  us,  ihould  be  fb  much  dif- 
continued,  as  hath  been.  And  therefore,  becaufe  one 
muft  begin,  I  thought  to  provoke  your  Remembrance 
of  me  by  a  Letter  :  And  thinking  to  fit  it  with  fome- 
what,  befides  Salutations,  it  came  to  my  mind,  that 
this  lad  Summer  Vacation,  by  occafion  of  a  Factious 
Book,  that  endeavoured  to  verifie,  Mifera  Faminay 
(the  Addition  of  the  Fopes  Bull)  upon  Qjieen  Elizaheth^ 

(a)  Sir  George  Carcw  of  the  Family  of  the  Careves  in  Cornrcal^  was 
made  a  Mafter  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  the  time  of  Queen  Eliyibeth  i 
and  in  the  year  1597,  fent  her  Ambaflador  into  Poland ,  and  in  1606  went 
unto  the  Coxirt  of  France  with  the  like  Chara(fler.  After  about  three  years 
Continuance,  he  was  recalled  by  the  King  to  make  ufe  of  his  Services  at 
home  5  but  he  lurvlv'd  not  many  years.  Monfisur  de  Thou  in  a  Letter  to 
Mv- Ctmbden  in  16 13  very  much  laments  his  Death  ;  lofiag  thereby  a 
Friendfhip  he  much  valued,  and  an  afliftance  the  prolecution  of  his  Hiftory 
would  not  a  little  require.  Having  receiv'd  the  like  from  him  in  that  part 
which  relates  to  the  Diflentions  bc:ween  the  Folss  and  the  Sreedes  in  the 
year  ijj^S,  as  appears  before  the  Contents  of  the  mft  Book  of  his- 
Hiftory* 
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I  did  write  a  few  Lines  in  her  Memorial  (h)y  which  I 
thought  you  would  be  pleafed  to  read,  both  for  the 
Argument,-  and  becaufe  you  were  wont  to  bear  affe- 
(Stion  to  my  Pen,  Ferum,  ut  aliud  ex  alio^  if  it  came 
handfbmely  to  pafs,  I  w^ould  be  glad  the  Prefident  de 
Thou^  (who  hath  written  an  Hiftory^  as  you  know,  of 
that  Fame  and  Diligence}  faw  it ;  Chiefly,  becaufe  I 
know  not  whether  it  may  not  (erve  him  for  fbme  ufe  in 
his  Story ;  wherein,  I  would  be  glad,  he  did  right  to 
the  truth,  and  to  the  memory  of  that  Lady^  as  I  per- 
ceive by  that  he  hath  already  written,  he  is  well  in- 
clined to  do.  I  would  be  glad  ahb,  it  were  fbme  oc- 
cafion,  (fuch  as  abfence  may  permit^  of  fbme  acquain- 
tance, or  mutual  notice  between  us.  For  though  he 
hath  many  ways  the  precedence  (chiefly  in  worth) 
yet  this  is  common  to  us  both,  that  we  feiTe  our  Sove- 
reigns in  places  of  Law  eminent :  And  not  our  felves 
only,  but  our  Fathers  did  (b  before  us.  And  laflly, 
that  both  of  us  love  Learnings  and  Ltheral  Sciences^ 
which  was  ever  a  bond  of  Friendfliip,  in  the  greateft 
diftance  of  places.  But  of  this  I  make  no  farther  re- 
quefl,  than  your  Occafions  and  refpedis  (to  me  un- 
known) may  further  or  limit  ,•  my  principal  purpofe 
being  to  falute  you  ,  and  to  fend  you  this  Token. 
Wiiereunto  I  will  add  my  very  kind  Commendations  to 
my  Lady ;  and  fo  commit  you  both  to  God's  hoJy  Pro- 
tedion. 

(i)  of  the  Memorial  here  mention'd  I  have  given  an  account  in  the  In- 
trodu(5iion. 
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XXIX. 
To  the  KING. 

It  may  pleaje your  Excellent  Majejly, 

I  Know  not  better  how  to  exprefs  my  good  Wilhes 
of  a  New-year  to  your  Majefly,  than  by  this  little 
Booky  which  in  all  humblenefs  I  fend  you  ^    The  ftyle 
is  a  (tyle  of  Bufincfs  rather  than  Curious  or  Elaborate.  in"the Te. 
And  herein  I  was  encouraged  by  myExperience  of  your  Mdtatio, 
Majefly's  former  Grace,  in  accepting  of  the  like  poor  ^^^•*^^* 
Field-fruits  touching  the  Union.  And  certainly  1  reckon 
this  adtion  as  a  fecond  Brother  to  the  Union.  For  I  afl 
fure  my  felf  that  England^  Scotland  and  Ireland  well  uni- 
ted, is  fuch  a  Trefoyle  as  no  Prince  except  your  felf 
(who  are  the  Worthiefl)  weareth  in  his  Crown  ,•  t  Si  l^l^^^"^" 
Potentia  reducatur  in  a^um.    I  know  well,  that  for  me  duced  in- 
to beat  my  Brains  about  thefe  things,  they  be  *  Majora  l^  ^^ion. 
quam  pro  Fortune  ;  But  yet  they  be  ||  minora  quam  pro  than^my"^ 
Jludio,  ac  voluntate.    For  as  I  do  yet  bear  an  extreme  Abilities. 
zeal  to  the  memory  of  my  old  Miftrefs  Queen  Elizal>eth;  l^^^^^^ 
to  whom  I  was  rather  bound  for  her  Truft  than  her  Endea- ' 
Favour  ;  fo  I  m.uft  acknowledge  my  felf  more  bound  vaurs  and 
to  your  Majefly  both  for  Truft  and  Favour  ,•  where- 
of I  will  never  defire  the  one  as  I  can  never  deferve  the 
other.    And  fo  in  all  humblenefs  kiffing  your  Majeftfs 
Sacred  Hand,  I  remain. 
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XXX. 

To  the  Bifhop   of  Ely,  upon  fending  his  Writing, 
Entitukdy  Cogitata  Sc  Vifa. 

My  very  Good  Lord, 

OW  your  Lordlhip  hath  been  fo  long  in  the 
^  ^  Cbarch^^nd  the  Palace,  difputing  between  Kings, 
and  Topes  (a)  ;  Methinks,  you  fliould  take  pleafure  to 
look  into  the  Fteld^  and  refrelh  your  mind,  with  fomc 

Matter 

(a)  The  King  and  Kingdom  being  very  much  exafperated  by  the  Barba- 
rous Defign  of  the  Gun-Porvder  Treafon  j  thought  it  neceflary  to  make  fome 
more  efFedlual  Laws  to  diftinguifh  between  thofe  Papijh  that  would  pay  a 
due  obedience  to  the  King,  and  thofe  that  would  not.    For  which  end,  at 
the  Parliament  which  met  upon  the  Memorable  Fifth  of  November  itfoy,  a 
New  Oath  of  Allegiance  was  framed  ;  Declaring  that  the  Pope,  &c.  had  no 
power  to  Depofe  Kings,  Abfolve  their  Subje(5i:s,  or  difpofe  of  their  King- 
doms, (yc.    The  Court  of  Rome,  jealous  of  lofing  an  Authority,  they  had 
been  many  years  aflliming,  and  efpecially  perceiving  that  many  Papiftsi'uh- 
mitted  to  the  Oath,  as  not  intrenching  upon  matters  of  Faith  and  Confci- 
ence;  fcverely  inhibited  them  from  taking  the  fame,  by  two  Briefs  ;  the 
one  quickly  fucceeding  the  other.    The  King  on  the  other  hand  efteeming 
it  a  Point  that  nearly  concerned  him,  had  recourfe  to  thofe  Arms  he  knew 
bell:  how  to  manage,  and  encountred   the  Briefs  by  a  Premonition  dire<Sed 
to  all  Chrillian  Princes,  exhorting  them  to  efpoufe  the  common  Quarrel. 
Cardinal  BclUnnine  who  by  virtue  of  his  Title,  thought  himfelf  almoft 
equal  to  Princes,  and  of  his  great  Learning  and  Reading  in  ControverfTal 
matters  much  fuperior,  enters  into  the  Lifts  with  a  Crown'd  Head.     The 
Seconds  coming  ia  on  both  Sides  ;  no  Man  was  thought  fitter  to  engage  this 
remarkable  Antagonift  than  this  great  and  renowned  Prelate  in  Learning 
and  Sanftity,  Dr.  Andrews  than  Bifliop  of  E/y,  and  after   of  ff^incbefier. 
Neither  were  the  Reformed  of  the  French  Church  idle  Spectators.    As  Mon- 
fieur  du  Moulin^  and  Monfieur  du  Plejfis  Morrny.    This  laft  Pubiilhed  a  Book 
at  Saumur  in  i(?ii,  Entituled  the  Mjfterj  of  Iniquity,  8zc.  fhewing  by  what 
degrees  the  Bifliops  of  Rome  had  raifed  them  (elves  to  their  prelent  Gran- 
deur, and  averting  the  Right  of  Sovereign  Princes  againft  the  Pofitions  of 
theCardinals  BelUrmine  and  Baroniui.    The  French  Edition  whereof  he  De- 
dicated to  Letvis  the  Thirteenth,  and  the  Latin  to  King  ^ames^  and  pre- 
fents  the  Book  to  him,  with  a  Letter  exhorting  him,  De  quitter  'd'orefenarant 
id.  Plume,  pour  aller  VEfpe  a  U  inain  defnicber  I'AnticbriJi  tors  de  fa  Fortereffe : 

To 
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Matter  of  Philofophy  ;  Though  that  Science,  be  now, 
through  Age,  \i^xed  a  Child  again,  and  left  to  Boys, 
and  young  Men.  And  becaufe  you  were  wont  to  make 
me  believe,  you  took  liking  to  my  Writings,  I  fend 
you  fome  of  this  Vacations  Fruits ;  And  thus  mucli 
more,  of  my  mind  and  purpofe.  I  hallen  not  to  Pub- 
Jifli ;  perilhing  I  would  prevent.  And  I  am  forced,  to 
refpedt,  as  well  my  Times,  as  the  Matter.  For  with 
me  it  is  thus  ;  and  I  think  with  all  Men  in  my  Cafe  :  If 
I  bind  my  Self,  to  an  Argument,  it  loadeth  my  Mind  ,- 
But  if  I  rid  my  Mind,  of  the  prefent  Cogitation,  it  is 
rather  a  Recreation.  This  hath  put  me  into  thefe  Mif~ 
cellanies ;  which  I  purpofe  to  fupprefs,  if  God  give  me 

To  give  over  waging  a  War  with  his  Pen,  but  to  deflroy  the  Papal  Power 
with  his  Sword,  V'/hich  he  excites  the  King  to  attempt  in  the  Conclufion 
of  his  Dedication,  with  fo  much  life  that  I  fhall  crave  the  liberty  to  in- 
fert  part  of  his  own  words,  in  order  to  declare  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  a 
Gentleman,  who  for  his  Valour  and  Condud  in  War,  his  Judgement  in 
Counfel,  his  Dexterity  in  Difpatches,  and  his  Firmnefs  and  Conftancy  in 
Religion  ;  in  the  Defence  of  which  both  Hand,  and  Tongue,  and  Pen  was 
employ 'd,  is  far  above  all  the  Titles  of  Honour  that  mine  can  give. 

Hanc  tu.  Rex  Fotentiffime,  Uudem,  hxric  Uunam,  ahfit  ut  tibi  praripi  pati- 
iris  5  cuiquxm  alii  fervatam  velis  ;  Hon  [anguine,  non  vitx,  non  cariorihus  ex- 
teris  redemptam  mdis.  At  tu  Jehova  Deus,  cujm  res-,  cujus  gloria  hie  proprii 
agitur;  cujus  abfque  ope,frujira  fint  vota,  fufpiriay  molimina  nojlra  3  ruigiU^ 
exurge^  robur  indue,  ^ujlitiam,  ut  Loricam.  Voca  fervum  tuurn  per  nomen  luum^ 
prehende  dexteram  UnHi  tui,  ambiila  anve  Faciem  ejt'A  ;  CompUnentur  vallesy 
fubfidant  Montes,  conjlernantnr  Fliivii,  p.neant  ^anu^e,  conterantur  -ue^es,  con- 
tremifcant  Populi,  Csrruat  Jericho  ilia,  in  Spiritu  Oris  tui  in  confpeHu  ejyt.  Egi 
fexagenario  licet  jam  Major,  Uteri  tunc  ipfiy.i  harearn  iniivulfui  ;  inter  angujia, 
inter  Afpera  Alpium  feneciam  exuam  ;  inter  Frincipia  Praliurd  mifcearn;  inter 
Triumphos  prxcinente  jingele  Cecidit  ilh.i  congeminem  ;  Sancia  huic  Ifitiii*. 
totui  irnmergar,  ceternx  contigum  imrnoriar  raptui 

But  this  was  an  Entcrprize  fuited  to  the  V/ arl ike  Genius  of  Z>«  P/e^x, 
Great  Mafter  Henry  the  Fourth,  and  not  to  the  peaceable  fpirit  of  K.  ^ames, 
Befides  the  King  in  his  Anfwer  of  the  20th  of  Ocloher  1611,  (after  he  had 
excufed  his  long  filencc,  and  very  much  commended  this  Author  in  the  de- 
fign  of  his  Book,  and  as  freely  call'd  the  Pope  Antichrift,  and  Rome  Baby- 
lon] conceives  that  neither  the  Scriptures,  nor  Dc(^rine,  or  Example  of  the 
Primitive  Church,  would  fufiiciently  juftitie  an  OSenfive  War  undertaken 
purely  for  Religion  5  could  he  in  Prudence  expert  any  fuccefs  in  luch  an 
attempt. 

G  leave^ 
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leave,  to  write,  ajufl,  and  perfed:  Volume  of  Phllofo- 
phy,  which  I  go  on  with,  though  fl(%ly.  I  fend  not 
your  LordHiip,  too  much,  left  it  may  glutt  you.  Now 
let  me  tell  you,  what  my  Defire  is;  li  your  Lordfliip 
be  fo  good  now,  as  when  you  were  the  good  Dean  of 
XVeftminller,  my  requefl  to  you  is ;  That  not  by  Pricks, 
but  by  Notes,  you  would  mark  unto  me,  whatfbever 
fhall  feem  unto  you,  either  not  current  in  the  Stile ; 
Or  harlli  to  credit,  and  Opinion  ,•  Or  inconvenient, 
for  the  Perfbn,  of  the  Writer.  For  no  Man,  can  be 
Judge,  and  Party:  And  when  our  Minds  judge,  by  Re- 
flexion of  our  Selves,  they  are  more  fubjedt  to  Error. 
And  though,  for  the  Matter  it  felf,  my  Judgement,  be, 
in  (bme  things,  fixed,  and  not  AccelTible  by  any 
Man's  Judgement,  that  goeth  not  my  way  ,*  yet  even 
in  thofe  Things,  the  Admonition  of  a  Friend,may  make 
me,  exprefs  my  Self,  diverfly.  I  would  have  come  to 
your  Lordfliip,  but  that  I  am  haftening  to  my  Houfe, 
in  the  Country.  And  fo  I  commend  your  Lordfliip  to 
God's  Goodnefs. 

XXXL 

To  Sir  Tho.  Bodley ,  after  he  had  imparted  to  h'mi^  a 
Writing,  Entitnledj  Cogitata  &  Vifa. 

SIR, 

IN  refpecSfc  of  my  Going  down  to  my  Houfe,  in  the 
Country,!  fliall  have  mifs  of  my  Papers;w\nc\\  I  pray 
you  therefore  to  return  unto  me.  You  are,  I  bear  you 
witnefs.  Slothful,  and  you  help  me  nothing  ,*  So  as  I 
am  half  in  conceit,  that  you  affed  not  the  Argument: 
For  my  Self,  I  know  well,  you  love,  and  affed:.  I  can 
fay  no  more  to  you,  But,  Non  cammus.  Surdis^  refpondent 


omnia 
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omnia  Sylvan.  If  you  be  not  of  the  Lodgings,  chaulked 
up,  (whereof  I  fpeak  in  my  Preface,)  I  am  but  to  pafs 
by  your  Door.  But  if  I  had  you,  but  a  Fortnight,  at 
Gorhamhury^  I  would  make  you  tell  me  another  Tale; 
or  ehc,  I  would  add  a  Cogitation,  againft  Libraries^ 
and  be  revenged  on  you  that  way.  I  pray,  (end  me 
fome  good  News,  of  Sir  Tho.  Smith  :  And  commend 
me  very  kindly  to  him.     So  I  reft. 

XXXII. 

To  Mr,  Mathevv,  uponfendmg  to  him  a  part  of 
Inftauratio  Magna. 

Mr.  Mathew, 

1  Plainly  perceive  by  your  affedionate  Writing  , 
touching  my  Work  ,  that  one  and  the  fame 
Thing,  affedeth  us  both ;  which  is,  the  good  End,  to 
which  it  is  dedicate.  For  as  to  any  Ability  of  mine,  it 
cannot  merit,  that  Degree,  of  Approbation.  For  your 
Caution  for  Church-Men,  and  Church- Matters;  As 
for  any  Impediment,  it  might  be,  to  the  Applaufe,  and 
Celebrity,  of  my  Work;  It  moveth  me  not;  But  as 
it  may  hinder  the  Fruit,  and  Good,  which  may  come, 
of  a  quiet,  and  calm  padage,  to  the  good  Port,  to 
w  hich  it  is  bound,  I  hold  it  a  juft  refped: ;  So  as  to 
fetch  a  fair  Wind,I  go  not  too  far  about.  But  the  Troth 
is,  that  I,  at  all,  have  no  occafion,  to  meet  them,  in 
my  way  ;  Except  it  be,  as  they  will  needs  confederate 
themfelves,  with  Ariftotle^  who,  you  know,  is  intem- 
perately  magnified,  by  the  School-Men  ;  And  is  alfo 
allied,  as  I  take  it,  to  the  Jefuits,  by  Falfer,  who  was 
a  Companion  of  Loyola^  and  a  great  Arifiotelian.  I  fend 
you,  at  this  time,  the  onely  part,  which  hath  any 

G  i  Harih- 
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Hardinefs  ,*  And  yet,  I  framed  to  my  Self,,  an  Opini- 
on, that  whofbcver  allowed  well ,  of  that  Preface, 
which  you  fo  much  commend,  will  net  diflike,  or  at 
lead  ought  not  to  diflike,  this  other  Speech  of  Prepa- 
ration :  For  it  is  written,  out  of  the  fame  Spirit,  and 
out  of  the  fame  Neceffity  :  Nay,  it  doth  more  fully 
ky  open,  that  the  dueftion  between  me^  and  the  Anti" 
ents^  is  not,  of  the  Vertue  of  the  Race,  but  of  the 
Rightnefs  of  the  Way.  And  to  fpeak  truth,  it  is  to  the 
other,  but  as  Palma  to  Pugnus,  part  of  the  fame  Thing 
more  large.  You  conceive  aright,  that  in  this,  and  the 
other,  you  have  CommifTion,  to  impart,  and  comm.u- 
nicate  them,  to  others,  According  to  your  Difcretion. 
Other  Matters  I  write  not  of.  My  felf,  am  like  the 
Miller  of  Grancejier,  that  was  wont  to  pray,  for  Peace,. 
amongft  the  Willows  ,•  For  while  the  Winds  blew,  the 
Wind-mills  wrought,  and  the  Water-mill,  was  lefs  cu- 
llomed.  So  I  fee,  that  Controverfies  of  Religion,,  muft 
hinder  the  Advancement  of  Sciences.  Let  me  con- 
clude,with  my  perpetual  Wifh,towards  your  Self;  That 
the  Approbation  of  your  Self,  by  your  own  difcreet, 
and  temperate  carriage  may  reftore  j<'«  to  your  Country 
and  your  Friends  to  your  Society,  And  fo  I  commend 
you  to  God's  Goodnefs. 

Grays-Inn^  Odob, 

XXXIII. 

To  Mr,  Mathew. 

S  J  R, 

ITharfk  you  for  your  lad,  and  pray  you  to  believe^ 
that  your  Liberty  in  giving  opinion  of  thofe  Wri» 
tings  which  I  fent  you,  is  that  which  I  fought,which  I 
expected,  and  which  I  take  in  exceeding  good  part  ,• 
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Co  good,  as  that  it  makes  me  recontlnue,  or  rather  con- 
tinue my  hearty  wiflies  of  your  Company  here,  that 
Co  you  miglit  ufe  the  fame  liberty  concerning  my  ad^i- 
ons,  which  now  you  exercife,  concerning  my  Writings, 
For  that  of  Queen  Elizaheth  your  Judgment  of  the  tem- 
per, and  truth  of  that  part,  which  concerns  fome  of 
her  Foreign  proceedings,  concurs  fully  with  the  Judg- 
ment of  others,  to  whom  I  have  communicated  part 
of  it;  and  as  things  go,  I  fuppofe  they  are  m.orc  like. 
ly  to  be  more  and  more  judified,  and  allowed.     And 
whereas  you  fay,  for  fome  other  part,  that  it  moves 
and  opens  a  fair  occafion,  and  broad  way,  into  fome 
field  of  Contradidion ;  On  the  other  fide,  it  is  writ" 
ten  to  me  from  the  Leiger  at  Pans,  and  fome  others 
alfo  that  it  carries  a  manifefi:  imprefiion  of  truth  with 
it,  and  it  even  convinces,  as  it  goes.     Thefe  are  their 
very  words  ;  which  I  write  not  for  mine  own  Glory, 
but  to  Ihew  what  variety  of  Opinion  riies  from  the  dif. 
pofition  of  feveral  Readers.    And  I  mud  confefs  my  de- 
fire  to  be,  that  my  Writings  ihould  not  Court  the  pre- 
fent  time,  or  fome  few  places  in  fuch  forts  as  might 
make  them  either  lefs  General  to  Perfons,  or  lefs  per- 
manent in  future  Ages.     As  to  the  Injlanration^  your 
fb  full  approbation  thereof,  I  read  with  much  Com- 
fort, by  how  much  more  my  heart  is  upon  it  ,•  and  by 
how  much  lefs  I  expeded  confent,  and  concurrence, 
in  matter  fo  obfcure.     Of  this  I  can  aflure  you,  that 
though  many  things  of  great  hope,  decay  with  Youth, 
(and  multitude  of  Civil  Bufinefies,  is  wont  to  diminilh 
the  Price,  though  not  the  delight  of  Contemplations^ 
yet  the  proceeding  in  that  Work  doth  gain  with  me  up- 
on my  Affe(H:ion,  and  defire,  both  by  Years,  and  Bufi- 
nefies.  And  therefore,  I  hope,  even  by  this,  that  it  is 
well  pleafing  to  God,   from  whom,  and  to  whom,  all 
good  moves.  To  him  I  moH  heartily  com.mend  you. 

XXXIV, 
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XXXIV. 

To  Mr.  Matliew. 

Mr.  Mathew, 

1  Heartily  thank  you,  for  your  Letter,  of  the  loth 
of  February  ;  And  am  glad,  to  receive,  from  you, 
Matter,  both  of  Encouragement,  and  of  Advertifement, 
touching  my  Writings,  For  my  part,  I  do  wifli,  that 
fince  there  is,  no  Lumenficcum,  in  the  World.  But  all 
Madidum^  and  Maceratum^  infufed  in  AffecStions,  and 
Bloods  or  Humours,  (a)  that  thefe  Things  of  mine, 
had  thofe  Separations,  that  might  make  them  more  ac- 
ceptable :  So  that  they  claim  not,  fo  much  Acquain- 
tance, of  the  preient  times,  as  they  be  thereby,  the  lefs 
apt  to  laft.  And  to  ^t^^  you,  that  I  have  fome  Purpofe, 
to  new-mould  them  ;  I  fend  you,  a  Leaf,  or  two,  of  the 
Preface ,  carrying  fome  Figure  of  the  whole  Work. 
Wherein,  I  purpofe,  to  take  that,  which  I  count  real, 
and  efFed'ual,  of  both  Writings ;  And  chiefly,  to  add  a 
Pledge,  Of  not  Payment,}  to  my  Promifes,  1  fend  you 
alfo,  2L  Memorial,  oidueen  Elizabeth  ;  To  requite  your 
Elogy^  of  the  late  Duke  oi  Florences  Felicity  (t).  Of  this, 
when  you  were  here,  I  (hewed  you  fome  Model ;  At 

{a)  In  this  place  our  Author  alludes  to  one  of  the  Dark  fayings  of  Hew- 
cUtui.)  That  Dry  Light  is  ever  the  beji^  which  in  another  place  he  thus  ex- 
pounds.Certainly  the  Light  that  a  Manreceiveth  hyCounfel  from  another  is 
Drier  and  Purer  than  that  which  cometh  from  his  own  Underliuniing  and 
^udgmem^  which  is  ever  infufed  and  drenched  in  his  Jffe^ions. 

(b)  This  Duke  of  Florence  was  named  Ferdinand  of  the  Houfe  of  Medici  ; 
whole  Memory  Sir  Henry  fVotton  has  Celebrated  in  a  particular  Letter  Prin- 
ted in  his  Reynains^  and  prefented  to  King  Chirks  the  Firft,  and  PiafeciKs 
the  Bifliop  of  Premijli  in  Poland,  begins  his  Chronicle  of  the  year  1609, 
with  an  account  of  his  death  5  and  fums  up  his  Character  in  thefe  words  : 
Princeps  animo  exceljo,  cir  omnibm  Politicis  artibui  in  tantum  injiruHui,  lit  in 
vipAtis  jeculii'  v/x  ><:^naUm  babuerit, 

what 
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what  time,  methought,  you  were  more  willing,  to 
hear  Julius  Cafir,  than  ClMee^  Elizaheth,  commended. 
But  this,  which  I  fend,  is  more  full,  and  hath  more  of 
the  Narrative.  And  further,  hath  one  part,  that,  I 
think,  u  ill  not  be  difngreeble,  either  to  you,  or  that 
Place  ,•  Being  the  true  Tra(5t,  of  her  Proceedings,  to- 
wards the  Catholiques^  which  are  infinitely  miilaken. 
And  though  I  do  not  imagin,  they  will  paft  allowance 
there,  yet  they  will  gain  upon  Excufe.  I  find  Mr.  Le- 
Zure^  to  ufe  you  well,  (\  mean  his  Tongue  of  you,) 
which  (hews  you,  either  honeft,  or  wife.  But  this  I 
fpeak  merrily.  For  in  good  faith,  I  do  conceive  hope, 
that  you  will  fo  govern  your  Self,  as  we  may  take  you 
as  allured  ly  for  a  good  Siihjeci^  and  Patriot^  as  you 
take  your  Self  for  a  good  Chrifiian ;  And  fo  we  may 
again  enjoy  your  Company,  and  you  yourConfcience, 
if  it  may  no  other  ways  be.  For  my  part,  allure 
your  Self,  (^as  we  fay  in  the  Law,)  mutatis  mutandis^ 
my  love,  and  good  wiihes  to  you,  are  not  diminillied. 
And  fb  I  remain. 

XXXV. 

To  Mr,  Mathew,   upon  fending  his  Book,  De: 
Sapientia  Veterum. 

Mr.  Mathew^ 

1D0  very  heartily  thank  you,  for  your  Letter  of  the 
24th  of  Augufi^  from  Salamanca ;  And  in  recom- 
pence  thereof,  I  fend  you,  a  little  Work  of  mine,  that 
hath  begun,  to  pais  the  World.  They  tell  me,  my 
Latin  is  turn'd  into  Silver,  and  become  current ;  Had 
you  been  here,  you  Ihould  have  been  my  Inquifitor,  be- 
fore it  came  forth.  But  I  think,  the  greateft  Inquifitor 
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in  Spain^  will  allow  it.  But  one  thing,  you  mud:  par* 
don  me,  if  I  make  no  hade  to  believe,  That  the  World 
iliould  be  grown  to  fuch  an  Ecftacy,  as  to  reject  Truth 
in  Philojoph)',  becaufe  the  Author  diflenteth  in  Religi- 
on :  No  more  than  they  do,  by  Ariftotk  or  AverroesMy 
great  iVork  goeth  forward,  ;  And  after  my  manner,  I 
alter  ever,  when  I  add.  So  that  nothing  is  finifhed,  till 
all  be  finiilied.  This  I  have  written,  in  the  midfl  of  a 
Term,  and  Parliament  ,•  thinking  no  time  Co  poflefled, 
but  that  I  fiiould  talk  of  thefe  Matters,  with  Co  good 
and  dear  a  Friend.  And  Co  with  my  wonted  Wifhes  I 
leave  you  to  God's  goodnefs. 

From  Grays  Inn 
Feb.  27.  1 6 10. 

XXXVI. 
To  the  KING. 

It  may  pleafe  your  woft  Excellent  Majefty. 

I  Do  underlland  by  fbme  of  my  good  Friends,  to  my 
great  Comfort,  that  your  Majefty  ,  hath  in  mind, 
your  Majeflies  Royal  Promife,  Q  which  to  me  is  An- 
chora  Spei,}  touching  the  Atturneys  Place.  I  hope, 
Mr.  Atturney  (hall  do  well.  I  thank  God^  I  with  no 
Man's  Death ;  Nor  much  mine  own  Life,  more  than 
to  do  your  Majefty  Service.  For  I  account  my  Life 
the  Accident,  and  my  Duty  the  Subftance.  But  this, 
I  will  be  bold  to  (ay.  If  it  pleafe  God,  that  ever  I  ferve 
your  Majefty,  in  the  Atturneys  place,  I  have  known 
an  Atturney  Cooke,  and  an  Atturney  Hohert ;  Both 
worthy  Men,  and  far  above  my  Self :  But  if  I  ihduld 
not  find,  a  Middle  way,  between  their  two  Difpofiti- 
ons,  and  Carriages,  I  fliould  not  fatisfy  my  Self.  But 
thele  things  are  far^  or  near,  as  itihall  pleafe  God. 

Mean 
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Mean  while,  I  moll  humbly  pray  your  Majefty,  to  ac- 
cept my  Spcrifice  of  Thanksgiving,  for  your  Gracious 
Favour.     Gort^prcferve  your  Majelty.  I  ever  remain. 

XXXVIL 
To  the  K  I N  G.. 

It  may  pleafe your  Majeftv. 

YOur  great,  and  Princely,  Favours  towards  me,  in 
Advancing  me  to  Place ;  And  that,  which  is 
to  me,  of  no  lefs  comfort,  your  MajeRics  benign,  and 
gracious  Acceptation,  from  time  to  time,  of  my  poor 
Services,  much  above  the  Merit,  and  Value  of  them  ; 
Hath,  ahnoft,  brought  me  to  an  Opinion,  that  J  may 
(boner  (perchance,)  be  wanting,  to  my  Self,  in  not 
asking  ,•  Than  find  your  Majefties  Goodncfs  wanting  to 
me,  in  any  my  reafbnable,  and  modefl  defires.  And 
therefore,  perceiving ,  how  at  this  time.  Preferments 
of  Law  fly  about  mine  Ears  ,%--to  fome  above  me,  and 
to  fome  below  m^  ;  I  did  conceive  ,  your  Majefly  may 
think  it ,  rather  a  Kind  of  Dulnefs,  or  want  of  Faith, 
than  Modefly,  if  I  fiiould  not  come,  with  my  Pitcher 
to  Jacol/s  Wellj  as  others  do.  Wheiein  I  lliall  propound 
to  your  Majefly,  that  which  tendeth,  not  Co  much,  to 
the  RaiHng  of  my  Fortune,  as  to  the  fettling  of  my 
Mind ;  Being  fbmetimes  aflailed  with  this  Cogitation  ^ 
That  by  reafon  of  my  Slownefs,  to  fee,  and  apprehend 
fuddain  Occafions;  keeping  on  one  plain  Courfe  of 
painful  Service ;  I  may,  (^  in  fine  dierum^  }  be  in  danger, 
to  be  negleded,  and  forgotten.  And  if  that  fliould  be, 
then  were  it  much  better  for  me,  now  wdiile  I  ftand  in 
your  Majefties  good  Opinion,  C  though  unworthy,) 
and  have  Tome  little  Reputation,  in  the  World,  to  give 
over  the  Courfe  I  am  in,  and  to  make  proof,  to  do  you 

Fi  fom.e 
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fome  Honour,  by  my  Ten^  either  by  writing,  forfle 
faithful  Narrative^  of  your  Happy,  C  though  not  un- 
traduced, )  Times ;  or  by  recompihng  your  Laws . 
(which  ,  I  perceive,  your  Majeily  laboureth  with  5  Ana 
hath  in  your  Head,  as  Jupiter  had  F alias  {)  Or  fome 
other  the  like  Work;  (  For  without  fome  Endeavour 
to  do  you  Honour,  I  would  not  live  ; ')  Than  to  fpend 
my  Wits,  and  Time,  in  this  laborious  place,  where-- 
inlnow  ferve;  If  it  fliall  be  deprived,  of  thofe  out- 
ward Ornaments,  which  it  was  wont  to  have,  in  re- 
fped  of  an  Affured  Succefllon,  to  (bme  Place,  of  more 
Dignity,  and  Reft:  "^'hich  feemeth  nov/,  to  be  an 
Hope,  altogether  Cafual,  if  not  wholly  intercepted. 
Wherefore ,  (  not  to  hold  your  Majeily  long, )  my 
humble  Sute,  to  you,  is  that,  than  the  Vvhich,  I  thi«k, 
I  cannot  well  go  lower;  which  is,  that  1  may  obtain, 
your  Royal  Promife,  to  fucceed,  (  if  I  live,  3  into 
the  Attorneys  Place,  whenfoever  it  fliall  be  void  :  It  be- 
ing, but  the  Natural,  and  Immediate  Step,  and  Rile, 
which  the  Place,  1  now  hold,  hath  ever,  (in  fort}  made 
claim  to,  and  almoft  never  failed  of.  In  this  Sute,  I 
make  no  Friend:;  to  your  Majeily,  but  rely  upon  no 
other  Motive,  but  your  Grace;  nor  any  other  AlTurance, 
but  your  V/ord  ;  whereof  I  had  good  Experience,when 
I  came  to  the  Sollkitors  Place  ,-  That  it  was  like,  to 
the  Two  great  Lights,  which  in  their  Motions,  are  ne- 
ver Rctro^,rade.  So  with  my  bed  Prayers,  for  your 
Majefties  Happinefs,  I  reft : 


XXXVIII. 
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xxxviri. 

To  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  Lord  Treafiirer. 

//  m.iy  pleafe your  Good  Lorcljhip, 

I  would  intreat  the  New  Tear  to  anfwer  for  the  Old ^ 
in  my  humble  Thanks  to  your  Lordfliip  ;  both  for 
many  your  Favours,  and  chiefly  upon  the  Occafion  of 
Mr,  Attorneys  Infirmity  ;  I  fouxnd  your  Lordiliip  even 
as  I  could  \vi(h.  This  doth  increafe  a  De/ire  in  me, 
to  exprefs  my  thankful  Mind  to  your  Lordihip  :  Ho- 
ping that  though  I  find  Age  and  Decays  grow  upon 
me,  yet  I  nray  have  a  Flaih  or  two  of  Spirit,  left  to  do 
you  Service,  And  I  do  protefl  before  God  without 
Complement,  or  any  light  Vanity  of  Mind  ,•  That  if  I 
knew  in  what  Courfe  of  Life  to  do  you  beft  Service,  I 
would  take  it,  and  make  my  Thoughts  which  now  fly 
to  many  Pieces,  to  be  reduced  to  that  Center.  But  all 
this  is  no  more  but  that  I  ana,-  which  is  not  much  X 
But  yet  the  eatire  of  him,  that  is  ^<r. 

XXXIX. 
To  my  Lord  Mayor. 

My  very  good  Lord^ 

IDid  little  expedt,  when  I  left  your  Lordiliip  laftj 
that  there  would  have  been,  a  Proceeding  againft 
y[r.  Barnard,  to  his  Overthrow.  Wherein  I  muit  con- 
fefs  my  Self,  to  be,  in  a  fort,  Acceflary :  Becaufe,  he 
relying  upon  me,  for  Counfel,  I  advifed  that  Courfe, 
which  he  followed.  Wherein  now  I  begin  ,  to  quefli- 
OB  my  felf,  whether  in  prefer ving  my  Refpeds,  unto 
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yom  Lordihip,  and  the  Reft,  I  have  not  failed,  in  the 
Duty,  of  my  Profeffion,  towards  my  Ciieni'.     For  cer- 
tainly, if  the  U'ords  had  been  hainous,  and  fpoken  in 
a  malicious  fafliion,  and  in  fome  publick  place,  and  . 
well  proved,-  And  not  a  Prattle,  in  a  Tavern,  caught 
hold  of  by  one,  who,  (^as  I  hear)  is  a  detedcd  Syco- 
phant QStandiJh  I  mean  ,•  )  yet  I  know  not,  what  could 
have  been  done   more,  than  to  impofe  upon  him,  a 
grievous  Fine  ,•  And   to  require,  the  levying  of  the 
lame;  And  to  take  sway  his  means  of  Lile,   by  his 
Disfranchifemenr ;  And  to  commit  him,  to  a  Defamed 
Prifon,  during  Chriflmas ;  In  Honour  ivhereof^   the 
Prifoners,  in  other  Courts,  do,  commonly,  of  grace, 
obtain  fome  Enlargement.     This  Rigor  of  Proceeding, 
(^to  tell  your  LordOiip,   and  the  refl:,  as  my   good 
Friends,  my  Opinion,  plainly,)  tendeth  nottollrength- 
en  Authority,  which  is  beft  fupported,  by  Love^  and 
Fear  intermixed  ,•  But  rather,  to  make  People  difcon- 
tented,  and  Servile;  efpecially,  when  fuch  PuniOiment 
is  inOid:ed,   for  words,  not  by  Rule  of  Law,  but  by  a 
Jurifdi^ion  of  Difcretton^  which  would  evermore,  be 
moderately  ufed.     And  f  pray  God,  whereas  Mr.   Re- 
corder^  when  I  was  with  you,  did  well,  and  wiiely, 
put  you  in  mind,  of  the  Admonitions,  you  often  recei- 
ved from  my  Lords,    that  you  fliould   bridle  unruly 
Tongues;  That  thofe  kind  of  Speeches,  and  Rumours, 
whereunto  thofe  Admonitions  do  refer,  which  are  con- 
cerning the  State,  and  Honour  thereof,  do  not  paft  too 
licentioufly,  in  the  City  unpunillied  ;  while  thefe  Words, 
which  concern  your  particular,  arefo  ftraighrly  enqui- 
red into,  and  puniihed  v/ith  fuch  Extremity.     But  thefe 
Things,  your  own  wifdom,  (firll  or  lad,)  will  beil  re- 
prefent  unto  you.     My  writing  unto  you  at  this  time 
is,  to  the  end,  that  howfoever  I  do  take  it  fomewhat 
ijnkindiy,  taac  my  Mediation  prevailed  no  more ;  yet 
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that  I  might  preferve,  that  further  Refpecft,  that  lam 
willing  to  ufe,  unto  fuch  a  State,  in  delivering  my 
Opinion,  unto  you,  freely,  before  I  would  be  of  Coun- 
fel,  or  move  any  thing,  that  fliould  crofs  your  Pro- 
ceedings ;  whici],  notwithftanding,  (in  cafe,  my  Cli- 
ent, can  receive  no  Relief,  at  your  hands, )  I  muft,and 
will  do.  Continuing,  nevcrthelcfs,  in  other  Things, 
my  wonted  good  AHedtion,  to  your  ScWqs,.  and  your 
Occafions. 

XL. 

To  Sir  Vincent  Skinner., 

Sir  Vince}it  Skinner, 

See  that  by  your  needlefs  delays,  this  matter  is 
grown  to  a  new  Qucdion  ;  wherein  for  the  matter 
it  {h\[\  if  it  had  been  ftayd  at  the  beginning  by  my  Lord 
Treafurer^  and  Mr.  Qhancellour^  I  (hould  not  (b  much 
have  flood  upon  it.     For  the  great  and  daily  Travels 
which  I  take  in  his  Majeflies  Service,  either  are  rewar- 
ded in  themfelves,  in  that  they  are  but  my  Duty,  or 
elfe  may  dct'erve  a  much  greater  Matter.     Neither  can 
J  think  amifs  of  any  Man  that  in  furtherance  of  the 
King's  Benefit:  moved  the  Doubt  that  knew  not  what 
Warrant  I  had.     But  my  Wrong  is,  That  you  ,  having 
had   my  Lord  Treafurer'y  and  Mr.  Chancellor's  War- 
rant for  Payment  above  a  month  fince  j  You,  I  fay, 
(  making  your  Payments  belike,  upon  fuch  Differences, 
as  are  better  known  to  your  felf,  than  agreeable  to 
tX-xt  Refpcd;  of  his  Majefty's  Service  ,'3  Jiave  delayd 
all  this  time  othervvifethan  I  might  have  expected  from 
our  ancient  Acquaintance,  or  Irom  that  Regard  which 
one  in  your  Place  may  owe  to  one  in  mine.     By  Occa- 
fion  whereof  there  enfueth  to  mc  a  greater  Laconveni- 
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ence  ;  that  now  my  Name,  in  fort,  mud  be  in  Quefti- 
on  among  you,  as  if  I  were  a  Man  likely  to  demand 
that  which  were  unreafonable  ,•  or  be  denyed  that  which 
is  Reafonable :     And   this  mud  be,  becaufe  you  can. 
pleafure  Men  at  Pieafure.     But  this  1  leave  with  this  : 
That  it  is  the  firll  Matter  wherein  I  had  Occafion  to 
difcern  of  your  FriendPaip,  which  I  fee  to  fall  to  this,- 
Tlrat  whereas  Mr.  Chancellor,    the  lad  time,  in  my 
Man's  hearing,  very  honourably  faid,  That  he  would 
not  difcont'ent  any  Man  in  my  Place ;    it  feems  you 
have  no  fuch  Caution.     But  my  Writing  to  you  now, 
is  to  know  of  you  where  now  the  day  is,  ivithout  be- 
ing any  mere  beholding  to  you,  to  whom,  indeed,  no 
Man  ought  to  be  beholden  in  thofe  Cafes  in  a  right 
Courfe.  Andfo  I  bid  you  Farewel. 

Fra.    'Bacon, 

XLI. 

To  Sip  Henry  Saville.     (a) 

SIR, 

lOming  hadk  from  your  Invitation  at  Eto^f,  where 

^^_^\  I  bad  refreihed  my  felf  with  Company^  which  I 

loved ;  I  fell  into  a  Confideration,  of  that  part,  of 

Policy,    whereof  Philofophy  fpeaketh  too   much,  and 

(<i )  So  much  might  be  faid  to  the  Honour  of  Sir  Henry  Saville,  and  yet  fo 
little  need  to  be  faid,  by  reafon  of  the  great  Name  he  hath  acquired 
through  his  Noble  Edition  of  St.  Chryfoflom  and  his  other  learned  V/orks  ; 
Thatl  fhall  cnlv  teli  the  Reader,  that  he  was  many  years  Warden  o(  Mer- 
pottCoUez!  in  Oxford,  (in  which  Univerfity  he  Founded  a  Geometry  and 
Aftronomy  Leclare  )  and  Provoft  of  Eaton,  both  noted  Seminaries  of  Learn- 
ing. To  this  Gentleman,  as  of  all  the  moft  proper.  Sir  Fra.  Bacon  fends 
this  Difcourfe  touch;  n:r  Helps  for  the  ImeUcHual  Povners  in  Touth,  which  may 
be  found  in  the  Refufcitatio  pa.  22  ^  but  it  being  purpofely  left  an  imperfed 
Effv/  to  imitate  others  5  He  places  this  ufeful  Subjeft,  among  the  Deficients 
reckoned  up  in  his  Advance>};ent  0^    Learning. 
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Lam  too  little ;  And   that  is,  of  Education  of  Tonth, 
Whereupon,  fixing  my  mind,  a  while,  I  found  ftraight- 
ways,  and  noted,  even  in  the  D ifcour fes  of  PhiJofo- 
phtrs,  which  are  fo  large  in  this  Argument,  a  flrange 
Silence,  concerning  one  principal  part  of  that  Subjedl". 
For  as  touching  the  Framing,  and  Seafbning  o^Touih^ 
to  Moral  Fertt4es ;  (as  Tolerance  of  Labours,  Conti- 
ncncy  from  Pleafures,  Obedience,  Honor,  and  the 
like/)  They  handle  it,-  But  touching  the  hnprovement, 
and  helping,  of  the  Intellectual  Powers  ;  as  of  Conceit, 
Memory,  and  Judgement,  tliey  fay  Nothing  ;  Whether 
it  were,  that  they  thought  it  to  be  a  Matter,  wherein 
Nature  only  prevailed  ,•  or  that  they  intended  it,  as 
referred,  to  the  (everal  and  proper  Arts^  which  teach, 
the  uf^,  of  Reafon^  and  Speech.     But  for  the  Form,erof 
thefe  two  reafons,  howfoever,  it  pleafeth  them,  to  di- 
{linguiili,  of  Hah'its^  and  Powers ;    the  Experience  is 
manifefl:  enough,  that  the  Motions,  and  Faculties,  of 
the  Wit,  and  Memory,  may  be  not  only  Governed, 
and  Guided,  but  alfo  Confirmed,  and  Enlarged,   by 
Cuftoms,  and  Exercife  dayly  applyed  :     AsifaMaa 
Exercife  Shooting,  he  ihall  not  only  ilioot  nearer  the 
Mark,  but  alCb  draw  a  flronger  Bow.     And  as  for  the 
latter,  of  Comprehending  thefc  Precepts,  within  the 
Jrts ,  of  Logic k,  and  Rhetorick  ;  if  it  be  rightly  con. 
fidered,  their  OfSce  is  difrind,  altogether,  from  this 
point ;  For  it  is  no  part,  of  the  Doctrine,  of  the  ufe, 
or  Handling  of  an  Inftrument,  to  teach  how-to  whet 
or  grind  the  Inftrument  to  give  it  a  fharp  edge  j  Or 
how  to  quench  it ,  or  otheruife  ,  whereby  to  give  it 
a  flronger  Temper.     Wherfore,    finding  this  part  of 
Knowledge,  not  broken,!  have,  but  tanquam  aliud  agcrts^ 
entred  into  it,  and  falute  you  with  it ;  Dedicating  it^ 
after  the  Antient  manner^  firft  as  to  a  dear  Friend ;  And 
then  as  to  an  Apt  perfon ;  for  as  much,  as  you  have, 
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Vfhhsay-  ^^^^^  pKicc,  to  pradife  it,  and  Judgment,  snd  Lelfurc, 
i>7g  of  the  to  look  deeper  into  it,  than  I  have  done.  Plercin  you 
?'?  nit  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  mind,  f  "A^c^v  ^V  vr>up.  Though  the 
AVater^fs  Argument  be  not  of  great  heighth,  and  Dignity,  Ne* 
theBefi-,  vcrthelcTs  ,  it  is  of  great  and  univerfai  Uie.  And  yet 
tinHft  1  ^o  "ot  ^e^»  ^^'^^y->  ^^  confider  it  rightly  ;  That  {houid 
Froverh.in  fiotbc  a  Learning  of  hcighth,  v/hich  teachcth  to  raife, 
^lirS-  ^'^^  higheil,  and  worthied,  part  of  the  Mind.  But 
rnon  things  howfoever  that  be  ,  if  the  World  take  any  ligfjt  and 
o/rf^/7/«ie  ;^y^  by  this  Writing,  I  will,  the  Gratulation  be,  to  the 
tnore'vliL-  Good  Friendfliip ,  and  Acquaintance ,  between  us 
bie.than     two.     And  fo  recommend  yof ,  to  God's  Divine  pro- 

rare  things  ^.^xx:^.^ 
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XLII. 
To  rk  KIN  G. 


It  may  pleafe  your  Excellent  Majeflyy 

IT  grieveth  me  exceedingly,  that  your  Majefl;^ 
fhould  be  fo  much  troubled,  with  this  Matter  of 
Teacham ;  whofe  Raging  Devil,  feemeth  to  be  turn'd 
into  2i.  Dumb  Devil.  But  although,  we  are  driven,  to 
make  our  way,  through  Queftions,  (^  which  I  wifli 
were  othervv'ife,}  yet  I  hope  well,  the  End  will  be 
good.  But  then,  every  Man,  muft  put  too,  his  Help- 
ing Hand ;  For  elfe,  I  mud  fay  to  your  MajeHy,  in 
this,  and  the  like  Cafes,  as  St.  Pad  (aid ,  to  the  Cen- 
turion^ when  fome  of  the  Mariners,  had  an  Eye  to  the 
Cock-boat ;  Except  thefe  ftay  in  the  Ship,  ye  cannot  he 
fafe.  J  find,  in  my  Lords,  great,  and  worthy  ,  Care, 
of  the  Bufinefs.     And  for  my  part,  I  hold  my  Opinion, 
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and  am  {Irengthened  in  it,  by  fome  Records^  that  I 
have  found.  God  preferve  your  Majeflyi 

Tour  Majeftys^  moft  humlle,  and  devoted 
January  II.  x6i^.  Suhje^^  and  Servant. 

Fra,  Bacon, 

XLIII. 
To  the   KING. 

Tt  may  pleafe your  Excellent  Majefly, 

THis  Day,  in  the  Afternoon,  was  read,  your  Ma- 
jefly's  Letters,  of  Diredtion,  touching  Peacham; 
which  becaufe  it  concerneth  properly  the  Duty  of  my 
Place,  I  thought  it  fit,  for  me,  to  give  your  Majefly, 
both  a  fpeedy,  and  a  private.  Account  thereof  ,•  That 
your  Majedy  knowing  Things  clearly,  how  they  pafs, 
may  have  the  true  Fruit,  of  your  own  Wifdom,  and 
clear-Seeing  Judgment,  in  Governing  the  Bufinefs. 

Firfi,  for  the  Regularity,  which  your  Majefly,  Q^ls 
a  Mafler  in  Bufinefs  of  Eftate,  )  doth  prudently  pre- 
fcribe,  in  Examining,  and  taking  Examinarions,  I  fub- 
fcribe  to  it ;  Only,  I  will  fay  for  my  Self,-  that  I  was 
not,  at  this  time,  the  Principal  Examiner. 

For  the  Courfe,  your  Majefly  diredteth,  and  com- 
mandeth,  for  the  feeling  of  the  Ji^-dges  of  the  Kings 
Bench  ^  their  feveral  Opinions,  by  diflributing  our 
Selves,  and  enjoining  Secrecy  j  wc  did  firfl,  iind  an 
Encounter,  in  the  Opinion,  of  my  Lord  Cooke  ;  who 
feemed  to  aflirm,  that  fuch  particular,  and,  Qz$  he 
call'd  it, }  Auricular  taking  of  Opinions,  was  not  ac- 
cording to  the  Cuftom  of  this  Realm ;  And  feemed 
to  divine,  that  his  Brethren,  would  never  do  it.     But 
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when  I  replyed,  that  it  u  as  our  Duty,  to  pur(ue  your 
Majefty's  Diredions  ,•  And  it  were  not  ami fs,  for  his 
Lordfliip,  to  leave  his  Brethren,  to  their  own  Anfwers  ; 
It  was  fo  concluded  ,•  and  his  Lordlhip,  did  defire,  that 
I  mought  confer  with  Himfeh'';  And  Mr.  Serjeant  iW^«»- 
tague^  was  named,  to  fpcak  with  Juftice  Crook  -,  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Crew ,  with  Juftice  Houghton  -,  and  Mr.  Solicitor^ 
with  Juftice  Doddertdge.  This  done,  I  took  my  Fel- 
lows afide,  and  advifed ,  that  they  fliould  prefently 
fpeak  with  the  3  Judges,  before  I  could  (peak  with  my 
Lord  Coke^  for  doubt  o^  Infufwn;  And  that  theyfhould 
not,  in  any  cafe,  make  any  doubt  to  the  Judges,  as  if 
they  miftiufted,  they  would  not  deliver  any  Opinion 
apart,  but  fpeak  refolutely  to  them,  and  only  make 
their  Coming  to  be,  to  know,  what  time  they  would 
appoint,  to  be  attended  with  the  Papers.  This  (brted 
not  amifs,-  for  Mr.  Solicitor,  came  to  me,  this  Even- 
ing, and  related  to  me,  that  he  had  found  Judge  Dod- 
deridge,  very  ready,  to  give  Opinion,  in  (ecret; 
(  ^  3  -^nd  fell  upon  the  fame  Reafon,  which  upon  your 
Majefty's  firft  Letter,  I  had  ufed  to  my  Lord  Coke,  at 
the  Council  Tahle;  which  was,  that  every  Judge,  was 
hound,  exprejly,  hy  his  Oath,  to  give  your  Majefty  Counfel, 
when  he  was  called;  And  whether  he  (liould  do  it,  joynt- 
ly,  or  (everally,  that  refted ,  in  your  Majefty's  good 
pleafurc,  as  you  would  require  it.  And  though  the 
Ordinary  Courfe ,    was  to   aflemble  them,  yet  there 

{a)  Sir  ^oln  Vodder'idge  was  born  in  Vevonjhire^  bred  in  Exeter  College 
in  Oxford,  and  the  middle  Temple  London:  And  having  acquired  the  re- 
putation of  being  a  very  great  Common  and  Civil  Lawyer ,  as  well  as  a 
general  Scholar  5  He  was  made  Serjeant  at  Law  :.^,tcobi,  then  the  King's 
Solicitor^  and  after  that  the  King's  Serjeant,  till  he  was  advanced  to  be  one 
of  the  fudges  of  the  lying's  Benchy  where  he  fat  many  years,  dying  on  the 
13th  of  September  1622.  in  the  73.  year  of  his  Age.  He  was  fucceeded  by 
Sir  George  Croofi-,  who  tells  us,  Sir  ^ohn  Vodderidge  was  a  Man  of  great 
knowledge  as  well  in  the  Common  Law,  as  in  other  Sciences  and  Divi- 
nity. 
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mought  intervene  Cafes,  wherein  the  other  Courfe  was 
more  convenient.  The  like  Anfwer  made  Juftke  Crook, 
(  h)  Juftke  Houghton,  who  is  a  foft  Man,  C  <^ }  feem- 

(  i  )  Sir  ^ohn  Crook-,  eldeft  Son  of  Sir  ^ohn  Crook  of  Chilton  in  Buck- 
inghumjhire,  inherited  his  Father's  Virtues  and  Fortunes,  and  was  very  fa- 
mous for  his  Wifdoin,  Eloquence,  and  Knowledge  in  our  Laws.  And  be- 
ing Speik^r  of  the  Hoz//e  of  Commons  in  the  laft  Parliament  of  <^een  EU^. 
fhe  gave  him  this  Commendation  at  the  end  thereof.  That  he  had  proceeded 
therein  with  [tichWifiom  andDifcretion^  that  none  before  him  had  deserved  better. 
After  he  had  been  Recorder  of  London  and  Serjeant  at  Law,  he  was  j.  ^acobi 
made  one  of  the  ^uftices  of  the  lying's  Bench,  where  he  continued  till  his 
death,  which  happened  on  the  15.  of  January  1619.  Keuas  Brother  to 
Sir  George  Croek  fo  well  known  to  the  Profelfors  of  the  coirimon  Laws  by 
his  3  large  Volumes  of  Reports.  Which  Sir  George  being  made  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  Reign  of 
K.  fames,  was  in  a  few  years  removed  into  the  Ring's  Bench  :  Where  he 
fate  till  the  Year  i6^\.  When  by  reafon  of  his  great  Age  and  Infirmities, 
the  King  at  his  own  requeft  gave  him  a  gracious  Difcharge,  as  appears  in 
the  Preface  to  one  of  his  Books,  where  a  due  Character  is  given  of  his 
Virtues  by  his  Son  in  Law  Sir  Harbottle  Grimjhn  late  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls.  But  certainly  nothing  can  raife  in  us  a  more  lively  Idea  of  his 
Merit,  than  part  of  a  Letter  written  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  by  the 
Bijhop  of  Lincoln  Lord  l^eeper  of  the  great  Seal,  and  v,  hich  I  copyed  from  his 
own  Hand. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace,  f^'ejlminfler  Coll.  Yob.  ix,   1624. 

I  will  not  trouble  your  Grace  with  any  long  Congratulation,  for  the 
Honour  your  Grace  hath  gained,  in  the  preferring  of  this  moft  wor- 
thy Man  Sir  George  Croo/^  to  a  Judge  his  Place.  I  know  you  mull:  meet 
with  the  Applaufe  of  this  Aft  from  every  Man  that  cometh  from  hence. 
In  good  Faith,  I  never  obferved  in  all  my  fmall  Experience  any  Accident 
in  this  kind,  fo  generally  and  univerfally  accompanied  with  the  Acclama- 
tion of  all  kind  of  People. 

I  am  importuned  by  the  ref}  of  the  fudges  of  the  Common  Pleas,  to  re- 
turn their  mod  humble  and  hearty  Thanks  to  the  King's  Majefly  for  his 
Choice,  and  to  afTure  his  Majefty:  That  though  his  Majerty  hath  been  ex- 
traordinary Fortunate  (above  all  his  Predeceflbrs )  in  the  continual  Ele- 
ction of  moft  Worthy  Judges  5  yet  hath  his  Majefly  never  placed  upon 
any  Bench ,  a  Man  of  more  Integrity  and  Suflficiency  than  this  Gentleman. 
For  which  Aft  they  do  with  Tears  in  their  Eyes  praife  and  blefs  him. 

(c)  This  Expreflion  of  a  foft  Man,  ought  to  be  underftood  in  a  Fa- 
vourable fenfe,  fince  Sir  Geo.  Croke  gives  a  more  than  ordinary  Chara- 
fter  of  him.  Mem.  That  in  Hilary  Term,  21,  Jac.  Sir  Rcbbert  Houghton  died 
at  Serjeants  Inn  in  Chancery  Lane,  being  a  moft  reverend,  prudent,  learned 
and  temperate  Judge,  and  inferiour  to  none  of  bis  Time. 

I  1  ed 
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ed  defirous,  firft,  to  confer,-  Alleging,  that  the  other 
1  Judges,  had  all  ferved  the  Crown,  before  they  were 
judaes,  but  that  he  had  not  been  much  acquainted, 
with  Bufinefs,  of  this  Nature. 

We  purpoic  therefore,  forthwith,  they  Oiall  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  Papers  ;  And  if  that  could  be  done, 
as  fuddainly,  as  this  was,  I  fhould  make  fmall  doubt 
of  their  Opinions  :     And   howfbever,  I  hope.  Force      g 
of  Law,  and  Prefident,  will  bind  them  to  the  Truth  :      W 
Neither  am  I  wholly  out  of  hope ,  that  my  Lore/  Coke 
himfelf,  when  I  have,  in  fome  dark  manner,  put  him 
^         in  doubt,  that  he  (hall  be  left  alone,  will  not  continue       ,. 
fingular.  S 

For  Owen,  I  know  not  the  reafon,  why  there  fhould 
have  been  no  mention  made  thereof,  in  the  lad  Ad- 
vertifement ;  For  I  mull  (ay  for  my  Self,  that  I  have 
loil  no  moment  of  Time  in  it,  as  my  Lor  J  of  Canter- 
'hiiry  can  bear  me  witnefs.     For  having  received,  from 
my  Lord,  an  Additional,  of  great  Importance  ,•  which       . 
was,  that  Owen,  of  his  own  Accord,  after  Examina-     l| 
tion,  fliould  compare  the  Cafe  of  your  Majefly,  (  if 
you  were  Excommunicate,^  to  the  Cafe,  of  a  Frifoner, 
condemned  at  the  Barr ;  which  Additional  was  fubfcri- 
bed  by  one  Witnefs ;  but  yet  I  perceived  it  was  fpo- 
ken  aloud,  and  in  the  Hearing  of  others ,•  I  prefently 
fent  down  a  Copy  thereof,  which  is  now  come  up, 
attefted  with  the  Hands  of  3  more ,  left  there  fhould 
*  Afingle  have  been,  any  Scruple,   o^l*  Singularis  TeJlis;(o  as 
witnefs.    for  thls  Cafe,  I  may  fay,  t  Omnia  pa  rata ;  And  we  ex- 
thi^gs  are  pc^^t,  but  a  Dircdion,  from  your  Majefty,  for  the  Ac- 
in  readi-    quainting  the  Judges  feverally :  Or  the  4  Judges,  of 
^^^^'        the  Kings  Bench,  as  your  Majefty  fliall  think  good. 

I  forget  not,  nor  forflow  not,  your  Majefty 's  Com- 
mandment, touching  Recufants ;  Of  which,  when  it 
is  ripe,  I  will  give  your  Majefty  a  true  Account,  and 
what  is  pofTible  to  be  done,  and  where  the  Impediment 
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is.  yiv.  Secretary  ^  hnngQih  *  Bonam  Foluntatem,  but  he*  ^wil- 
ls not  verfed  much,  in  thefe  things;  And  fbmetimes  lingMind, 
urgeth  the  Conclufion  ,•  without  the  Premifes,  and  by 
haite  hindreth.     It  is  my  Lor^^  Treajurer,  and  the  Ex' 
chequer,  muft  help  it,  if  it  be  holpen.     I  have  heard 
more  ways  than  one,  of  an  ofTer  of  20000  /.  per  An- 
num,  for  farming,  tlie  Penalties  of  Recufants,  not  in- 
cluding any  Offence  Capital,  or  of  Premunire  ;  where- 
in I  will  prefume  to  fay,  that  my  poor  Endeavours , 
fince  I  was,  by  your  great ,  and  fble  grace,  your  At- 
torney, have  been  no  fmall  Spurs,  to  make  them  feel 
your  Laws,  and  feek  this  Redemption  ;  Wherein,  I  mufl: 
al(b  fay,  my  Lord  Coke  hath  done  his  part ;     And  I 
do  aflure  your  Majefty,  I  know  it,  fomewhat  inward- 
ly, and  groundedly,  that  by  the  Courfes  we  have  ta- 
ken, they  conform  daily,  and  in  great  Numbers,-  And 
I  would  to  God,  it  were  as  well  a  Converfion,  as  a  Con- 
formity  ;  But  if  it  (hould  die  by  Difpenfation,  or  Difl 
Simulation,    then  I  fear,  that  whereas  your  Majelly, 
hath  now,  fo  many  ill  Subjedls,  poor,  and  deteded, 
you  (liall  then  have  them,  rich  and  diffembled.     And 
therefore,  I  hold  this  offer,  very  confiderable,  of  fo 
great  an  Increafe,  o^  Revenue;  If  it  can  pals,  the  Jiery 
Trial,  of  Religion,  and  Honour  ^  which  I  wifli,  all  Pro" 
je^s  may  pafs. 

Thus,  in  as  much,  as  I  have  made  to  your  Majefty, 
fomewhat  a  naked,  and  particular  Account,  of  Bufinefs, 
I  hope  your  Majefly,  will  ufe  it  accordingly.  God  pre- 
ferveyour  Majeflj. 

Jan.  17.  Tour  Majeftys,  mofl  humhle,  and  devoted 

1514.  SuhjeU,  and  Servant. 

Fra.  Sacon. 
XLIV. 
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XLIV. 

To  the  Km  G. 

It  may  pleafe your  Excellent  Majefty, 

Ecaufe  I  know  your  Majejiy,  would  be  glad,  to 
hear,  how  it  is,  with  my  Lord  Chancellor ;  And 
that  it  pleafedhim,  out  of  his  antient  and  great  Love, 
to  me  ,•  which,  many  times,  in  Sicknefs,  appeareth 
mofl,*  To  admit  me,  to  a  great  deal  of  Speech,  with 
him,  this  afternoon  :  which,  during  thefe  three  days, 
he  hath  fcarcely  done  to  any  ;  I  thought  it  mought  be 
pleafing  to  your  Maiefly,  to  certify  you,  how  I  found 
him.  I  found  him  in  Bed,  but  his  Spirits  frefli,  and 
good,  fpeaking  floutly,  and  without  being  (pent,  or 
weary  ,•  And  both  wiUing,  and  Beginning  of  himfelf, 
to  fpeak,  but  wholly  of  your  Majefty's  Bufinefs.  Where- 
in I  cannot  forget,  to  relate,  this  particular  ;  That  he 
Mr.  Oliver  wiflicd,  that  Iiis  Sentencing  of  0.  S.  at  the  day  ap- 
St.  ^ohn.  pointed,  mought  be  his  laft  Work,  to  conclude  his 
Services,  and  exprefs  his  AfFedion,  towards  your  Ma- 
jefly.  I  told  him,  I  knew  your  Majelly,  would  be  very 
defirous,  of  his  Prefence,  that  day.  So  it  mought  be, 
without  prejudice;  But  otherwife, your  Majefly,  efleem- 
ed  a  Servant^  more  than  a  Service ;  efpecially  fuch  a 
Servant.  Not  to  trouble  your  Majefly ,-  Though  good 
Spirits,  in  Sicknefs,  be  uncertain  Kalenders,  yet  I  have 
very  good  Comfort  of  him ,  and  I  hope  by  that 
day,  &c. 

January  29. 

XLV. 
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To  the    KING. 

It  may  pie afe your  Excellent  Mnjejly, 

I  Received,  this  Morning,  by  Mr.  Murray ^  aMefTage 
from  your  Majefty,  of  (bme  warrant,  and  confi- 
dence, that  I  ihould  advertife  your  Majefly  of  your 
Bufineft,  wherein  I  had  part.  Wherein,  I  am  firfl: 
humbly,  to  thank  your  Majefty,  of  your  good  accep- 
tation of  my  Endeavours,  and  Service  ;  w^hich  I  am 
not  able  to  iurniili  with  any  other  Quality,  fave  Faith, 
and  Diligence. 

For  Peacharns  Cafe,  I  have,  fince  my  lad  Letter, 
been  with  my  Lord  Coke  twice  ;  Once  before  Mr.  Se^ 
cretaries  going  down,to  your  Majefly  ;  And  once  fince, 
which  was  yeflerday  :  At  the  former  of  which  times, 
I  delivered  him  Peacharns  Papers  ;  And  at  this  Latter, 
the  Prefidents^  which  I  had  with  care  gathered,  and 
rele(3:ed  :  For  thefe  Degrees  and  order,  the  Bufinefs  re- 
quired. 

At  the  former,  I  told  him,  that  he  knew  my  Errand, 
which  flood  upon  two  Points  :  Ihe  one  to  inform  him 
of  the  particular  Cafe,  of  Peachamns  Treafons  ;  (For  I 
never  give  it,  other  word,  to  him  ;)  The  otlier,  to  re- 
ceive his  Opinion  to  my  Self,  and  in  fecrer,  according, 
to  my  CommilTion  from  your  Majefly. 

^t  the  former  time,  he  fell  upon  the  fame  Allegati- 
on, which  he  had  begun,  at  the  Council  table ;  that 
Judges  were  not  to  give  Opinion  by  Fradions,  but  en- 
tirely, according  to  the  Vot?,  whereupon  they  ihculd 
fettle,  upon  Conference  :  And  that  this  Auricular  Ta- 
king 01  Opinions,  fingle  and  apart,  was  new  and  dan- 
gerous,-; 
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gerous ;  And  other  words  more  vehement  than  I  re- 
peat. 

I  replied,  in  civil  and  plain  Terms  ;  That  I  wiflit  his 
Lordlliip,  in  my  love  to  him,  to  think  better  of  it;  For 
that  this  that  his  Lordfliip  was  pleafed  to  put  into  great 
Words,  feemed  to  me  and  my  Fellows,  when  we  (pake 
of  ir,  amongft  our  felves,  a  reafbnable,  and  familiar 
Matter,  For  a  King  to  confult  with  his  Judges,  either 
aflembled,  orfeleSed;  or  one,  by  one.    And  then,. to 

?ive  him  a  little  Out-let,  to  fave  his  firft:  Opinion, 
wherewith  he  is  mod  commonly  in  love,)  I  added, 
that  Judges,   fometimes,  might  make  a  Sute,  to  be 
fpared,  for  their  Opinion,  till  they  had  (poken  with 
their  Brethren  ,•  But,  if  the  King,  upon  his  own  Prince- 
ly Judgement,  for  Reafon  of  EJiate,  (hould  think  it  fit, 
to  have  it  otherwife,  and  fliould  fo  demand  it ,  there 
was  no  declining :  Nay,  that  it  touched,  upon  a  Vio- 
lation, of  their  Oath,  which  was,  to  counftl  the  King, 
without  Diflindtion,  whether  it  wcrejoyntly  or  feve- 
rally.  Thereupon,  I  put  him  the  Cafe,  of  the  Privy 
Council;  As  if  your  Majefty,  fhould  be  pleafed  to  com- 
mand any  of  them,  to  deliver  their  Opinion,  apart 
and  in  private  ,•  whether  it  were  a  good  Anfwer,  to 
deny  it,  otherwife,  than  if  it  were  propounded  at  the 
Table.    To  this  he  faid,  That  the  Cafes  were  not  alike, 
becaufe  this  concerned  Life.  To  which  I  replied.  That 
Queftions  of  Eflate ,    mought  concern  Thoufands  of 
Lives;  and  many  Things  more  precious,    than  the 
Life,    of  a  particular  ,*  As  iVar,    and   Peace,  and  the 
like. 
*  Being         j^Q  conclude,  his  Lordlhip,  *  Tanquam  Exitum  qu(E- 
with  de  rens,  defired  me,  for  the  time,  to  leave  with  him,  the 
Eufineis.   papers^  without  preffing  him,  to  confent  to  deliver  a 
private  Opinion,  till  he  had  perufed  them.  I  fiid,  I 
would  ,•  And  the  more  willingly,  becaufe  I  thought 

his 
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Ills  Lorddiip,  upon  due  confideration  of  the  Papers, 
would  find  the  Cafe,  to  be  fo  clear  a  Cafe  oFTreafon, 
as  he  would  make  no  difficulty,  to  deliver  his  Opini- 
on in  private  ,•  And  fo  I  was  pcrfwaded,  of  the  reft,  oi 
the  Judges  ot'  the  K'lnp-Bench  ;    who  likewife,  (as  \ 
partly  underilood,)  made  no  Scruple  to  deliver  their 
Opinion  in  private.  Whcrcunto  he  faid,  (which  I  no- 
ted well  J  That  his  Brethren  were  wife   Men  ,•  And 
that  they  might  make  a  (lievv,  as  if  they  would  give  an 
Opinion,  as  was  required  ,•  But  the  end  would  be,  that 
it  would  come  to  this :  They  would  fay,  they  doubted 
of  it,  and  fo  pray  advice  with  the  reft    But  to  this  I 
anf\vered,that  I  was  forry  to  hear  him  fay  fo  much,  left,  |  ^rheway 
if  it  came  fo  to  pafs,  fome  that  loved  him  not,might  of  the 
make  a  Confirudion,  that,  that  which  he  had  foretold,  slothtul 
he  had  wrought.    Thus  your  Majeily  fees,  that  as  So.  vviiling 
lomcn  faith,   f  Grejfus  noleyiies  tanquam  in  Sepi  fpinarum^  Perfon  is 
It  catcheth  upon  every  Thing.  ofThorns. 

The  latter  Meeting,  is  yet  of  m.ore  Importance ;  For 
then,  coming  armed  with  divers  Prefidents,  I  thought 
to  fet  in,  with  the  bell  ftrength  I  could,  and  faid  ,*  That 
before  I  defcended,  to  the  Record,  I  would  break  the 
Cafe^  to  him  thus.    That  it  was  true,  we  were  to  pro- 
ceed, upon   the  antient   Statute  of  King  Edward  the 
Third,  becaufe  other  Temporary  Statutes  v.ere  gone  ; 
And  therefore  it  muft  be  faid  in  the  Indictment \  *  Ima.  .■<.  ^^  -.^^ 
ginatus  efl^  &  Compajfavit  Mortem^  \3  fin  a  km  Dejlrutli-  gine;l  and 
onem  Domini  Regis :  Then  mult  the  particular  Treafons  ^j^u^^" 
follow  in  this  manner;  viz.  f  Et  q'/od^  ad  perimpien   Dc;ath 

and  De- 
fh-uftion 
of  our  Lord  the  King,     t  And  that  for  the  fulfilling  of  his  wicked  purpofe,  he  coir.- 
po!ed  a  deteftable  and  pernicious  Libel  or  V/riting,  in  which  among  other  TrealbnalA- 
i^olitions,  it  is  thus  contained,  C^t'c. 

K  dtim 
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dum  nefandum  Propofitum  fmm,    compofuit  (0  confer ipfit 

quendam  deteftahilem^  &  venenofum  lib e Hum ^  fivejcriptum^ 

in  quo  inter  alia  proditoria^  continetur^  &c.  And  then  the 

principal  paflages  of  Treafon^  taken  forth  of  the  Papers^ 

are  to  be  entred  in  hac  Verba  ;  And  with 

Le';gIi>e*;ir'a'Tt*f  sX   a  Conclufion  in  the  End  ;  WAdhteHti. 

jefts  fliould  withdraw  their    onem,  quod  Ligeus  Populus,  <^  Vert  Sub- 

Corclial  Love  tiom,and  defert    ^^^^  Domini  Rezis^cordialem  fuum  amorem, 

his  Majc-fty,  and  Levy  War      ^^       .        _,        ^j  c%»./-       ^' 

againfl  him,  circ  a  Domino  Rege  retraherent^  <3  tpjum  Do- 

minum  Regem  relinquerent^  &  Guerram^ 
&  Infurre^ionem,  contra  eum,  levarent^  ^  facer ent^  (^c, 
I  have,  in  this  form,  followed  the  antient  Stile  of  the 
Jndi^ments^  for  brevity  fake,  though  when  we  come 
to  the  Bufinefs  it  felf,  we  (hall  enlarge  it,  according 
to  the  ufe  of  the  latter  times.  This  I  reprefented 
to  him,  (being  a  thing  he  is  well  acquainted  with,) 
that  he  might  perceive,  the  Platform  of  that  was  in- 
tended, without  any  Miftaking,  or  Obfcurity.  But 
then  I  fell  to  the  matter  it  felf,  to  lock  him  in,  as  much 
as  I  could,  viz. 

That  there  be  four  Means  or  manners,  whereby  the 
Death  of  the  King  is  compafTed,  and  imagined. 
The  flril,  by  fome  particular  F^^^  or  Plot. 
The  lecond,    by  Difabling  his  Title ;  As  by  af- 
firming, that  he  is  not  lawful  King;  Or  that  another 
ought  to  be  King  ;  Or  that  he  is  an  Ufurper  ,•  Or  a 
Baftard ;  Or  the  like. 

The  third,  by  Suhjetiing  his  Title ^  to  the  Pope  • 
and  thereby  Making  him,  of  an  Abfolute  King^  2^  Con- 
ditional King. 

The  fourth,  by  Difabling  his  Regiment^  and  ma- 
king him  appear,  to  be  incapable,  or  indign,  to 
reign. 

Thefe  things,  I  relate  to  your  Majefly  in  fumm, 
as  is  fit ;  which  when,I  opened  to  my  Lord^X  did  in- 

fifl: 
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fifl  a  little  more  upon,with  more  efficacy  and  edge,  and 
Authority  of  Law  and  Record,  than  I  can  now  exprefs'. 

Then  I  placed  Peacharris  Treafon^  within  the  laft  Di- 
vifion,  agreeable  to  divers  Prefidents,  whereof  I  had 
the  Records  ready  j  And  concluded,  that  your  Majeily's 
Safety  and  Life,  and  Authority,  was  thus  by  Law  in- 
fconfed  and  quartered  ;  And  that  it  was  in  vain,  to  for- 
tifie  on  Three  of  the  fides,  and  fo  leave  you  open  on 
the  Fourth. 

It  is  true,he  heard  me  in  a  grave  fa(hion,more  than  ac- 
cuflomed,_and  took  a  Pen,and  took  notes  of  my  Divifi- 
ons  ;  And  when  he  read  the  Prefidents  and  Records^ 
would  (ay.  This  you  mean  falleth  within  your  firit,  or 
your  (econd,  Divifion.  In  the  end,  I  exprefly  demand- 
ed his  Opinion,  as  that,  whereto  both  he,  and  I  was 
enjoyned.  But  he  defired  me  to  leave  the  Prefidents^ 
with  him,  that  he  might  advife  upon  them.  I  told  him, 
the  reft  of  my  Fellows,  would  difpatch  their  part,  and 
I  ihould  be  behind  with  mine ;  which  I  perfwaded  my 
Self,  your  Majefty  would  impute,  rather  to  his  Back- 
wardnefs,  than  my  Negligence.  He  laid,  as  foon  as  I 
Ihould  underftand,  that  the  reft  were  ready,  he  vv^ould 
not  be  long  after,  with  his  Opinion. 

For  Mr.  St.  John,  your  Majefty  knoweth,  the  day 
draweth  on  ,•  And  my  Lord  Chancellors  Recovery,  the 
Seafon  and  his  Age,  promifing  not  to  be  too  hafty.  I 
fpake  with  hira  on  Sunday,  at  what  time  I  found  him  in 
Bed,  but  his  Spirits  ftrong,  and  not  rpent,or  wearied  ; 
And  fpake  wholly  of  your  Bufmels,  leading  me  from 
one  Matter  to  another.  And  wilhed,  and  feemed  to 
hope,  that  he  might  attend  the  day,  for  0.  S.  and  it 
were,  (as  he  faid,)  to  be  his  laft  work  to  conclude  his 
Services,  and  exprefs  his  AfTec^lion,  towards  your  Ma- 
jefty. I  prefumed  to  fay  to  him,  that  I  knew  your  Ma- 
jefty would  be  exceeding  defirous  of  his  being  prefent 

K  z  that 
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that  day,  fo  as  that  it  mought  be,  without  prejudice, 
to  his  continuance,-  But  that,  othcrwife,  your  Majedy 
elleemed  a  Servant^  more  than  a  Service  ;  efpecially 
fuch  a  Servant.  Surely,  in  mine  Opinion,  your  Ma- . 
jefty  were  better  put  oS  the  day,  than  want  his  pre- 
fence,  confidering  the  Caufe  of  the  putting  off,  is  fb 
notorious  ;  And  then  the  Capital^  and  tliQ  Criminal m^y 
come  together,  the  next  Term. 

I  have  not  been  unprofitable,  in  helping  to  difcover 
and  examine,  within  thefe  few  days,  a  late  Patent,  by 
Surreption  obtained  from  your  Majefly,  of  the  great- 
eft  F<7rf7?  in  England,  worth  30000/  under  Colour  of 
a  Defedive  Title,  for  a  matter  of  400/.  The  Perfon 
muft  be  named,  becaule  the  Patent  muft  be  queftioned. 
Jt  is  a  great  Perfonymy  Lord  of  Shrewsbury ;  Or  rather, 
(^as  I  think,}  a  greater  than  he,  which  -is  my  Lady  of 
*  Shrewsbury.  But  I  humbly  pray  your  Majefty,  to  know 
this  firft,  from  my  Lord  Treafurer  ;  who,  methinks, 
groweth  even  ftudious  in  your  Buimefs.  God  preferve 
your  Majefly. 

Jan.  31. 1^14.  "^(^^^  Majefly  s  moft  humble  and  devoted^ 

SuhjeU  and  Servant, 
The  rather,  in  regard  of  Mr.  Murray'i 

Ab  fence,  I  humbly  pray  your  Majelly,  Pr.  Bacon. 

to  have  a  little  regard^to  ^^/i  Letter. 

*  That  my  Lady  of  Shrewsbury  was  a  Woman  of  Intreague,  and  as 
Camden  fays  in  his  Annals  of  King  ^ames^  Rebus  turhmdis  nam  ;  will  ap- 
pear from  her  Condudl  relating  to  the  King's  and  her  Kinfwoman,  the 
Lady  Arabella  :  For  having  been  the  Great  Inftrument  of  her  Marriage 
M'ith  Sir  William  Seymour,  afterwards  Earl  and  Marquefs  of  Hartford,  and 
of  procuring  her  Elcape  from  the  Torver  ;  She  was  convened  before  the 
Privy  Council^  and  ibr  refufing  to  give  any  Anfwer  in  a  matter  which  fo 
nearly  concerned  the  State  ;  She  was  Fined  in  the  Star-Chamber  j  and  the 
Charge  which  was  then  given  in  againft  her  is  Printed  in  the  Cabala,'p.^^o. 
and  was  I  doubt  not  made  by  Sir  Francis  Bacon.  But  as  if  this  was  not  a 
fufScient  warning,  fhe  afterwards  reported  that  the  Lady  Arabella  left  a 
Child  by  her  Husband,  for  which  and  her  repeated  Obftinacy,  (he  incurred 
a  greater  CeniUre  in  the  Ikme  Court. 

XLVI. 


(?/'  iS'/r   F  R  A  N  G  I  S    B  A  C  O  N.  6^ 

XLVI. 

To  the  KilNG. 

It  may  pie aje your  Excellent  Majejly^ 

Y  Lord  Chancellor  fent  for  me,  to  fpeak   with 
me  this  Morning,  about  Eight  of  the  Clock.  I 
perceive,  he  hath  now  that  Signum  Sanitatis,  as  to  feel 
better  his  former  weaknefs.   For  it  is  true,  I  did  a  Httle 
miftruft,  that  it  was  but  a  Boutade  of  Defire,  and  good 
Spirit,  whenhc  promifed  himfelf,  flrength  for  Friday^ 
though  I  was  won  and  carried  with  it.  But  now,  I  find 
him,  well  inclined,  to  ufe  (^fhould  I  fay}  your  Liberty, 
or  rather  your  Interdidt,  fignified  by  Mr.  Secretary^  from 
your  Majefly.    His  Lord/liip  (hewed  me  alfo  your  own 
Letter^  wherepf  he  had  told   me  before,  but  had  not 
Iheweditme.    What  fliall  I  fay  ?    I  do   much  admire 
your  Goodnefs,  for  writing  fuch  a  Letter^  at  fuch  a 
time. 

He  had  fent  alfo  to  my  Lord  Treafurer^  to  defire  him 
to  come  to  him  about  that  time.   His  Lord/hip  came ; 
And,  not  to  trouble  your  Majefly,  w  ith  circum (lances,. 
hoxhxhtir  Lordjhips  concluded,  my  Self  prefent  and 
concurring  ;  That  it  could  be  no  prejudice,toyour  Ma- 
jefty's  Service,  to  put  ofFthe  day,  for  Mr.  St.  John  till 
the  next  Term.     The  rather,  becaufe  there  are  Seven, 
of  your  Trivy  Council^  which  are  at  leafl,  Nuwerus  and 
part  of  the  Court,  which  are  by  Infirmity,  like  to  be 
abfeni ;  That  is,  my  Lord  Chancellor,  my  Lord  Admi- 
ral, my  Lord  q{  Shrewsbury,  my  Lord  ot  Exceter,  my 
Lord  Zouch,  my  Lord  Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Diitchy ;  wherefore  they  agreed,  to  hold  a  Coiin- 
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cil,  too    morrow,    in    the  Afternoon,  for    that   pur- 
pofe. 

It  is  true,  that  I  was  always  of  Opinion,  that  it  was 
no  time  loft  ;  And  I  do  think  fo  the  rather,  becaufe  I 
could  be  content,  that  the  Matter  o{Peacham  were  fird 
fetled,  and  put  to  a  Point.  For  there  be,  perchance, 
that  would  make  the  Example  upon  Mr.  St,  John  to 
fland  for  all.  For  Peacham^  I  exped  fome  account  from 
my  Fellows  this  day.  If  it  ihould  fall  out  otherwife, 
then  I  hope,  it  may  not  be  left  to.  Your  Majefly,  in 
your  lafl  Letter,  very  wifely  put  in  a  Disjunctive,  that 
the  Judges  fliould  deliver  an  Opinion,  privately,  either 
to  my  Lord  Chancellor^  or  to  our  Selves,diftributed  :  His 
Sicknefs,madc  the  later  way  to  be  taken  :  But  the  other 
may  be  referved,  with  fome  Accommodating,  when 
we  fee  the  fuccefs  of  the  Former. 

I  am  appointed,  this  day,  to  attend  my  Lord  Trea- 
furer,  for  a  Proportion  of  Raifing  Profit  and  Revenue, 
by  Infranchtfeng  Copyholders.  I  am  right  glad  to  fee  the 
Patrimonial  part  ot  your  Revenue,  well  look'd  into,  as 
well  as  the  Fifcal.  And  I  hope  it  will  fo  be,  in  other 
parts,  as  well  as  this.    God  preferve  your  Majefty. 

Febr.  7, 1514.  7^^^;.  j^ajejlys  moft  hum  Me  and  devoted 

Suhje^j  and  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 


XLVIF. 
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XLVII. 
To  the  KING. 

//  may  pie afe  your  Excellent  Majefly^ 

MY  Self,  with  the  reft  of  your  Council  Learned, 
conferred  with  my  Lord  Coke^  and  the  refl  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Kings-Bench  onely,  being  met  at  my 
Lord's  Chamber,  concerning  the  Bufinefs  of  Owen.  For 
although  it  be  true,  that  your  Majefly,  in  your  Letter, 
did  mention  that  the  fame  Courfe,  might  be  held,in  the 
Taking  of  Opinions  apart  in  this,  which  was  prefcri- 
bed,  and  ufed  in  PeacharrPs  Caufe ;  yet  both  my  Lords 
of  the  Council,  and  we  amongft:  our  Selves,  holding  it, 
in  a  Cafe  fo  clear,  not  needful ;  But  rather  that  it  would 
import,  a  diffidence  in  us,  and  deprive  us  of  the  means, 
to  debate  it  with  the  Judges,  Qf  caufe  were}  more 
flrongly,  (which  is  fbmewhat,}  we  thought  befl,  ra- 
ther to  ufe  this  Form. 

The  Judges  defired  us  to  leave  the  Examinations  and 
Papers,  with  them  for  fome  little  time,  to  confider, 
(which  is  a  thing  they  ufe;}  But,  I  conceive,  there  will 
be  no  manner  ofQueflion,  made  of  it.  My  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  to  fhew  forwardnefs  (as  I  interpret  it,)  fhewed 
us  pafTages  of  Suarez^  and  others,  thereby  to  prove, 
that  though  your  Majefly,  flood  not  Excommunicate, 
by  particular  Sentence,  yet  by  the  General  Bu//s  of 
C^na  Dominiy  and  others,  you  wQrCy  upon  the  matter. 
Excommunicate  ;  And  therefore,  that  the  treafon  was 
as  Deprafenti.  But  F,  that  forefce,  that  if  that  Courfe 
fliould  be  held,  when  it  cometh  to  a  publick  day,  to 
diffeminate  to  the  Vulgar  an  Opinion,  that  your  Ma- 
jefly's  Cafe  is  all  one,  as  if  you  were  de  FaBo^  particu- 
larly 
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larly  and  exprcfiy,  Excommunicate  ;  it  would  but  in- 
creafe  the  danger  of  your  Perfon,  with  thcfe  that  are 
Defperate  Papilts;  And  that  it  is  neediefs  ;  Commended 
my  Lord's  Diligence,  but  withali  put  it  by;  And  fell 
upon  the  ether  Courle,  Cwhich  is  tiie  true  way ;)  That 
is,  that  whofoev^er  fhall  affirm ,  ztJ  Dkm^  or  Juh  Con^ 
ditione^  that  your  Majefty,  may  be  deflroyed,  is  a  Tray. 
toi\  clepr(zfentt ;  For  that,  he  maketh  you  but  Tenant 
for  Life,  at  the  wiil  of  another.  And  I  put,  the  Duke 
of  Buckitighanis  Ca(e,  who  faid,  That  if  the  Ki^g  cau^- 
Jed  bm  to  he  arrefted  of  Treajon^  he  would  ft  ah  him  ;  And 
the  Cafe  of  the  Impofturefi^  Elizaheth  Barton^  that  (aid, 
That  if  King  Henry  the  Eighth  took  not  his  Wife  again^ 
Katharine  Dowager^  he  fhould  he  no  longer  King  ;  And  the 
like. 

It  may  be  thefe  particulars,  are  not  worth  the  Rela- 
ting. But  becaufe  I  find  nothing  in  the  World,  Co  im- 
portant to  your  Service,  as  to  have  you  throughly  in- 
formed, (^the  Ability  cf  your  Diredion  confidered,)  it 
maketh  me  thus  to  do,-  Molt  humbly  praying  your 
MajeOy  to  admonifli  me,  if  I  be  over-troublefome. 

For  Teacham^  the  reft  of  my  Fellows  are  ready,  to 
make  their  Report^  to  your  Majefty,  at  fuch  time,  and 
in  fiich  manner,  as  your  Majefty  (hall  require  it.     My 
Self  yefterday  took  my  Lord  Coke  afide,  after  the  reft 
were  gone,  and  told  him,  all  the  reft  were  ready,  and 
I  was  now  to  require  his  Lordiliip's  Opinion, according 
to  my  Commiftion.    F3e  faid,  I  (liould  have  it  ,•  And  re- 
peated that  twice,  or  thrice,  as  thinking  he  had  gone 
too  far,  in  that  kind  of  Negative,  (to  deliver  any  Opi- 
nion apart,)  before  5    And  faid,  he  would  tell  it  me 
within  a  very  lliorttime,  though  he  uere  not  that  in- 
ftant  ready.  I  have  toiled  this  Buftnefs  in  omnes  partes^ 

whereof 
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whereof  I  will  give  your  Majefly  knowledge,  when 
time  (erveth.  God  preferve  your  Majefly, 

Febr.  ii.  1^14.  'J'Q^^J^  J\iajeflys  moft  humhle  and  devoted 

Suhjetl^  and  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 

XLVIII. 
To  the  KING. 

//  may  pleafe  your  Excellent  Majefly^ 

I  Send  your  Majefly  Enclofed,  my  Lord  Cokes  An- 
[wen  :  1  will  not  call  them  Refcripts ;  much  lefs 
Oracles.     They  are  of  his  own  hand,  and  offered  to  me, 
as  they  are,  in  writing,  though  I  am  glad  of  it  for  mine 
own  Difcharge.  I  thought  it  my  Duty,  as  (bon  as  I  re- 
ceived them,  inftantly  to  fend  them  to  your  Majefty  ; 
And  forbear,  for  the  prefent,  to  fpeak  further  of  them, 
I,  for  my  part,  (though  this  Mufcov'ta  Weather  be  a 
little  too  hard,  for  my  Conftitution  f)  was  ready  to  have 
waited  upon  your  Majefty  this  day,  all  refpeds  fet 
afide  ;  But  my  Lord  Treafurer^  in  refped:  of  the  Tea-  *  ^i^^^^ 
fbn,  and  much  other  Bufinefs,  was  willing  to  lave  me.  thiiigs 
I  will  onely  conclude  touching  thefe  Papers,  with  a  °"§^^  ^® 
Text^  Divided,  I  cannot  (ay  ;  *  Oportet  ifihacjieri;  But  t^BuTtiie 
I  may  fay,  f  Finis  autem  nondum,    God  prelerve  your  end  is  not 
Majefty,  >^'- 

1 4  Febr.  \6\^,  four  M^jd^js  moft  hunille  and  devoted 

Suhje^^  and  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon, 
L  XLIX, 


74-  Letters  and  Memoires. 


XLIX. 

To'rie  KING. 

/f  wf^y  pleafeyour  Majefly^ 

I  May  remember  what  Tacitus  faith,  by  occafion 
that  Tilerius  was  often,  and  long  abfent  from  Rome ; 
^inicowe  *  y^  C/;-^^^  ^  parva.f  ^  Magna  Negotia,  Intperatorem 
imzW  znA.  fmul  premunt  :  But  l^ith  he,  In  recejfu^  dimijfts  rehus 
great  Af-  minor is  moment i^  ft^^^<^  r^rum  magnarum  maois  a^itantur. 
at  the  °  This  makejh  me  think  it  (liall  be  no  Incivility,  to  trour 
fametime  ble  your  Majcfty,  with  B.ufinefs,  during  your  abpde 
on  the^"  from  London  j  Ktipwing,  that  your  Nlajeily's  Meciitati- 
Emperor :  OHS,  are  the  principal  wheel  of  your  Eflate  ;  And  be- 
in  the      ing  warranted,  from  a  former  Commandement,  which 

Countrvy       t  •      j  r 

things  of  I  received  trom  you. 

lefs  mo-        " 

naent  give  place,  that  the  weighty  Matters  of  State  may  be  chiefly  debated. 

:,  rdo  novv  pnely. fend; your 'Mi|e(ly,  thefe  Tapers  "En- 
clofed  ;  bec?iu{e  I  do  greatly  d^fire.  To  far  forth  to  pre- 
fer ve  my  credit  with  you,  as  thus.  That  whereas  late- 
ly, (perhaps,  out  of  too  much  Defire  which  induceth 
too.  much  belief,}  I  was  bold  to  fay,  tha.t  f  thought  it 
as  eafie  for  your  Majefty,  to  come  opt  of  Want,  as  to 
go  forth  of  your  Gallery ;  your  Majefty  would  not  take 
me  for  a  Dreamer,  or  a  Projedlor  ;  I  fend  your  Majefty 
therefore,  (bme  Grounds  of  my  Hopes  And  for  that 
Taper  ^  which!  have  gathered  of  Increafments  fperate, 
I  beleech  you,  to  give  me  leave  to  think,  that  if  any 
of  the  Particulars  do  fail,  it  will  be  rather,  for  want 
of  Workman{hipin  thofe  that  IhaU  deal  in  them,  than 
want  of  Materials  in  the  Things  themfelves.  The  other 

Taper 
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Paper ,  hath  many  Difcarding  Cards  j  and  I  (end  it  " 
chiefly ,  that  your  Majefly  niay  be  the  lefs  furprized  by 
Projeitures ;  who  pretend  fbmetimes  great  Difcoveriesv 
and  Inventions  in  Things,  that  have  been  propounded, 
and  perhaps,  after  a  betttcr  fafliion  ,  long  fince.  God 
^Imighty  preferye  your  Majefty, 


If  Apr.  itfiK 


A'-  ^tl  4, 


Fr.  Bacon^ 


Tour  Majejiys  moft  hutnhle  and  devoted 
Suhjeti'  and  Servant^ 

L. 

To  the  KING. 

It  jnay  pleafe  Your  Excellent  Majefty, 

MR.  St.  John  his  Day  is  pafl:,  and  well  pafl.  I  hold 
it  to  be  Janus  Bifrons;  It  hath  a  good  AfpecSt, 
to  that  which  is  paft,  and  to  the  Future:  And  doth 
both  fatisfie  and  prepare.  All  did  well :  My  Lord  Chief 
JuJIke,  delivered  the  Law  for  the  Benevolence,  ftrongly  ; 
i  would  he  had  done  it,  timely.  Mv.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (<j)  (pake  finely,  fomewhat  after  the  manner 
of  my  late  *  Lord  Privy  Seal;  Not  all  out  fo  fliarply,  but  *  The  late 
as  elegantly.  Sir  Thomas  Lake ,  (who  is  alfo  new  in  ^^\  °^ 
that  Court,')  did  very  well ,  familiarly  and  Counfeller- 


ton. 


(a)  The  ChinceHor  of  the  Exchequer  here  meant  was  Sir  Ful{e  Grevilte 
who  being  early  initiated  into  the  Court  of  Qiieen  Elizabeth,  became  a 
Polite  and  Fine  Gentlemen  ;  and  in  the  i8th.  of  King  ^iimes  was  Created 
Lord  Broo{e.  He  ercwled  a  Noble  Monument  for  himfeif ,  on  the  North- 
fide  of  IVurrcick  Church  (which  hath  efcaped  the  late  Defolation)  with 
this  well  known  Infcription ,  F«//:e  GreviHey  Servant  to  ^leen  Eli\&hetbj 
Councellor  to  Kjng  James ,  and  Friend  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney. .  Nor  is  he  lels 
remembred  by  the  Monument  he  has  left  in  his  Writings  and  Poems,  chief- 
■ly  Compofed  in  his  Youth,  and  in  Familiar  Exerciie  with  the  Gentleman 
1  hsrye  before  mentioned, 

L  ^  like 
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like  Qhy     My  Lord  of  Pembroke^  (who  is  likevvife  a 
flranger  there  ,)   did  extraordinary  well ,  and  became 
himfelfvvell,  and  had  an  evident  x^pplaufe  (c).  I  meant 
well  ai(b ;  And  bccaufe  my  Imformation  was  the  Ground,- 
having  fpoken  out  of  a  few  Heads,  which  I  had  gather- 
ed, (For  I  (eldom  do  more,}  I  fet  dow^n,  as  foon  as  I 
;*  Printed  came  home,  curforily,  *  a  Frame  of  that  I  had  faid ; 
fuf^duu^'  "-Though  I  perfwade  my  felf,    I  fpake   it  with  more 
pag.  ^o.    life.     1  have  (ent  it  to  Mr.  Murray  fealed;  If  your  Ma-, 
jefly  have  i'o  much  idle  time,  to  look  upon  it,  it  may 
give  fome  light  of  the  Days  Work :  But  I  mod  humbly 

(b)  Sir  thomiK  Lake  was  about  this  time  made  one  of  the  Principal  Se- 
aetaries  o^ State,  as  he  had  been  formerly  L^t/«- Secretary  to  Queen  Elijah. 
and  before  that  time  bred  under  Sir  Francis  IVdfingharn.  Eut  in  the  year 
i^i8  falling  into  the  King's  difpleafu re,  and  being  engaged  in  the  Quarrels 
of  his  Wife  and  Daughter  the  Lady  Koos^  with  the  Countefs  of  Exeter ;  He 
was  at  tirfS:  fufpended  from  the  Execution  of  his  Place,  and  afterwards  re- 
moved, and  deeply  Cenfured  and  Fined  in  the  Star- Chamber  ;  although  it 
is  laid  the  King  then  gave  him  in  open  Court  this  publick  Eiogy,  That  he 
was  a  Minijter  of  Statijfjt  to  [erve  the  greatefi  Prince  in  Europe.  Whilft  this 
Storm  was  hanging  over  his  head,  he  writ  many  Letters  to  the  King,  and 
Marquis  of  Btid^trgham^  which  I  have  leen,  complaining  of  his  misfortune, 
that  his  ruin  was  likely  to  proceed  from  the  afTiftance  he  gave  ta  his  near- 
eft  Relations. 

(c)  iVilliam  Earl  ot  Ftmhro\e,  Son  to  Henry  Hfrter^  Earl  of  Pern bro{e  Lord 
Prelident  of  the  Council  in  the  Marches  oitVales^  by  Mary  his  Wife,  a  Lady 
in  whom  the  Mufes  and  Graces  feem'd  to  meet ;  whole  very  Letters  in 
the  Judgement  of  one  whofaw  many  of  them,  declared  her  to  be  Mifti"efs 
of  a  Pen,  not  inferior  to  that  of  f/er  Brother's,  the  Admirable  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  and  to  whom  he  addrefled  his  Arcadia.  Nor  did  this  Gentleman  de- 
generate from  their  Wit  and  Spirit ,  as  his  own  Poems,  his  great  Patro- 
nage of  Learned  Men  ,  and  refolute  oppofition  to  the  Spanijh  Match,  did 
among  other  inftances  fully  prove.  In  the  year  ^616  he  was  made  Lord 
chamberlain ,  and  chofen  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford.  He  died 
fuddenly  on  the  loth  of  April  1^30,  having  juft  ccmpleated  fifty  years  ; 
Bat  hisonely  Son  deceafing  a  Child  before  him  ,  his  Eftate  and  Honours 
defcended  upon  his  younger  Brother  Philip  Earl  of  Montgomery  ,  the  Line- 
al Anceftor  of  the  prefent  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  Prefident  of  his  Maje- 
ily's  moft  Honourable  Privy  Council. 

pray 
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pray  your  Majedy  to  pardon  the  Errors.     God  pre- 
ferve  you  ever. 

A^rii  29.  T^i  T.  Tour  Majeflys  mofl  humhle  Suhje5l, 

and  devote d  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 
LI. 
To  the  KING 

It  may  pleafe  your  moji  excellent  Majefly, 

YOur  Majedy  (liall  iliortly  receive  the  Bill,  for  the 
Incorporation  of  the  New  Company  ;  together  with 
a  Bill  for  the  Privy  Seal,  being  a  Dependancy  thereof. 
For  this  Morning ,  I  fubfcribed,  and  docketted  them 
both.  I  tliink  it  therefore  now  time  to  reprefent  to 
your  Majedy's  high  VVifdom,  that  which  I  conceive, 
and  have  had  long  in  my  mind,  concerning  your  Ma- 
jedy's  Service,  and  honourable  Profit  in  this  Bufinefs. 

This  Projeti,  which  hath  proceeded  from  a  worthy 
Service  ,   of  the  Lord  Treajurer ,  I  have  ,  from  the  be- 
ginning, condantly  affeded  ;  As  may  well  appear,  by 
my  fundry  Labours,  from  time  to  time ,  in  the  fame. 
For  I  hold  it  a  worthy  Chara(Ster,  of  your  Majedy  s 
Reign  and  Times,-  Inibmuch  ,  as  though  your  Maje- 
dy mought  have  at  this  time,  (as  is  fpoken)  a  great 
Annual  Benefit  for  the  quitting  of  it ;  yet  I  fliall  never 
be  the  Man  that  fhould  vvilh  yourj  Majedy,  to  deprive 
your  Self  of  that  Beatitude;  \  Beatius  eft  dare,  quam  ac-  .  j^  ^^ 
cipere ;    In  this  Caufe  :    But  to  lacrifice  your  Profit^  more  blef- 
(though  as  your  Majedy 's  State  is,  it  be  precious  to  ^f^^^ogive 
you,)  to  fo  great  a  Good  of  your  Kingdom  :  Although  ceivV^"^^' 
this  Projetl,  is  not  without  a  Profit,  immediate  unto 
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you,  by  the  encreafing  of  Cufioms,^  uppn  the  Materials 
of  Dyes. 

But  here  is  the  Cafe.  The  New  Company  by  this  Pa- 
tent^ and  Privy  Sealy  are  to  have  two  Things,  wholly 
diverfe,  from  the  firft  Intention  ,•  or  rather ,  Ex  Dia- 
metro y  oppofite  unto  the  fame,-  which  neverthelefs  , 
they  mult,  of  neceflity  have,  or  elfe  the  Work  is  over- 
ry  B?ls.^'  thrown.  So  as  I  may  call  them  *  Mala  Necefaria, 
but  yet  withal  Temporary.  For,  as  Men  make  War,  to 
have  Peace;  (b  thefe  Merchants,  mud  have  licence 
for  whites,  to  the  end,  to  banifh  w^hites ;  And  they  muft 
have  licence  to  ufe  Teyntours ,  to  the  end  to  banifli 
Teyntours, 

This  is  therefore  that  I  fayj   your  Majefty  upon 
thefe  two  points,  may juftly ,  and  with  honour,  and 
with  prefervation    of  your  firft  Intention  inviolate; 
demand  Profit  in  the  Interim,  as  long  as  thefe  unnatu- 
ral Points  continue,    and  then  to  ceafe.     For  your 
Majefly  may  be  pleafed  to  obferve,   that  tliey  arc  to 
have  all  the  Old  Company  s  Profit ,    by  the  Trade  of 
Whites  ;  they  are  again  to  have,  upon  the  proportion 
oilcloths,  which  they  Ihall  vent  died,    and  drilled, 
the  f lemmings  Profit  upon  the  Teyntour.     Now  then  I 
fay;  As  it  had  been  too  good  Husbandry  for  a  King, 
to  have  taken  profit  of  them,  if  the  Projeft  could  Have 
been  etfeded  at  once,  ^as  was  voiced ;}  So  on  the  other 
fide  it  might  be   perchance  ,    too  little  Husbandry, 
and  Providence,  to  take  nothing  of  them ,  for  that 
which  is  meerly  lucrative  to  them  in  the  mean  time. 
Nay,  I  fay  further,  this  will  greatly  conduce,  ,and  be  a 
kind  of  Security  to  the  Fnd  dcHred.     For  I  always 
feared,  and  do  yet  fear,  that  when.  Men,  by  condition 
Merchants ,  though  never  fo  honefl ,  have  gotten  irito 
their  Hands ,  the  Trade  of  Whites^  and  the  Defpenfa^ 
tion  to  Teyntour-,  wherein  they  HiaU  reap^,proflt,    for 

that 
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which  they  never   fowed  ,•   But  have  gotten   them- 

felves  Certainties,  in  refped:  of  the  States  hopes,-  they 

are  like  enough  to  fleep  upon  this,  as  upon  a  Pillow; 

And  to  make  no  hafte,  to  go  on  with  the  reft.     And 

though  it  may  be  ftid,  that  that  is  a  thing,  will  eafily 

appear  to  the  State,  yet  (^no  doubt)  means  may  be  de- 

vifed,  and  found,  to  draw  the  Bufinefs  in  length.    So 

^thatl' conclude,  that  if  your  M^Jefty,  take  a^proiitof 

'tliem,  in  the  Interim^    Cconfidering  you  refufe  profit, 

from  the  Old  Company^)  icwi^ll  be  both  Spur  and  Bridle^ 

'to  thetn,  to  make  them  Fwc^ aright,  Coy^ur  Majefty's 

^^Ehd. 

^'his  in  all  hinttblenefs,    acc6rdiog  to  my  vowed 

<2a:re  aHd  Fidelity,  being  no'Mtin^M&n,  butyour  Ma- 

^lefty's,  I  prefent,  leave,   and  'fubniit,  •  to  your  Maje- 

l\y's"better  Judgment ,-  And  I  could  wiih,  your  Majefly 

'\vould  fpeak,  with  ^xxThdmaiLxiktm  it,*- who,  befides 

'his  good  "Habit  which  he  hath  in  Bufinefsy  beareth,  Cme- 

'Jthlnks,}  an  indifferent  Hand  in  this  partiCtflar ;  And  (if 

•'iPpfeafe  ybur  Majefty,)  it  may  proceed,-  as  from  your 

"iSelf,  and  not  as  a  Motidn,  or  Obfervation  of  mine. 

^  Your  Majefty  need  not,  in  this,  to  be  ftreightned.in 
''fime;  As  if  this  muft  be  demanded,  or  treated,  before 
you  fign  their  BilL  For  I,  forefeeing  this,  and  fore- 
feeing  that  many  things  mought  fall  out,  which  I  could 
not  forfee  ,•  have  handled  it  fo,  as  with  their  good  Con- 
tentment, there  is  a  foxier  of  Revocation^  inferted  in- 
to their  Patent.  And  fo  commending  your  Majefty^  to 
God's  blefled  and  precious  Cuftody  ,*  I  reft, 

Auguft  li.  Tour  Majejlys  mofl  humble^  and 

^^  devoted  Stihje^^  and  Servant^ 

Er.  Bacon. 
LII. 
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LII. 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

SIR, 

S Ending  to  the  King  upon  Occafion,  I  would  not 
fail,  to  falute  you  by  my  Letter,-  which,  that  it 
may  be  more  than  two  lines,  I  add  this  for  News  : 
That  as  I  was  fitting,  by  my  Lord  Chief  Juftke,  upon 
the  CommifTion,  for  the  Inditing  of  the  Great  Per^ 
fin ;  One  of  the  Judges  asked  Him,  whether  Roper 
were  dead  ?  He  faid,  He,  for  his  part,  knew  not ; 
Another  of  the  Judges  anfwered  ;  It  iliould  concern 
you,  my  Lord^  to  know  it.  Whereupon  he  turned  his 
Speech  to  me,  and  faid  ;  No,  Mr.  Attorney^  I  will  not 
wreflle,  now  in  my  latter  times.  My  Lord ,  faid  I, 
you ,  fpeak  like  a  wife  Man.  Well ,  (aith  he ,  they 
have  had  no  luck  with  it,  that  have  had  it.  I  faid  a- 
gain,  Thofe  days  be  pad.  Here  you  have  the  Dia- 
logue to  make  you  merry.  But  in  (adnefs,  I  was  glad 
to  perceive  he  meant  not  to  conteft;  I  can  but  ho» 
nour,  and  love  you,  and  refl, 

January  ai.  four  ajfured  Friend  and 

^  ^^  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 
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LIII. 

To  the  KING. 

//  may  pleafejour  Excellent  Majefty^ 

I  Spake,  yefterday  ,  long,  with  my  Lord  Coke ; 
And  for  the  Rege  inconfultOy  I  conceive  by  him,  it 
will  be,  An  ampliits  deliherandum  cenfeo,  (jls  I  thought 
at  firll,)  (6  as,  for  the  prefent,  your  Majefty  fhall 
not  need  to  renew  your  Commandment  of  Stay.  I 
fpake  with  him  alfo,  about  fome  Propofitions,  concern- 
ing your  Majefly's  cafual  Revenue  ;  wherein,  I  found 
him  to  confent  with  me  fully  ;  Afluming,  neverthe. 
lefs,  that  he  had  thought  of  them  before  ;  But  it  is  one 
Thing  to  have  the  Fapour  of  a  Thought ;  Another- 
to  cfjgeft  Bufinefs  aright.  He,  on  his  part,  imparted 
to  me  divers  Things,  of  great  weight  ^  concerning 
the  Reparation  of  your  Majefty's  Means,  and  Finan-. 
ces^  which  I  heard  gladly  ,*  Infbmuch^as  he  perceiving 
the  fame,  I  think,  was  the  readier,  to  open  himfelf  to 
me,  in  one  Circumftancc,  which  he  did  much  incul- 
cate. I  concur  fully  with  him,  that  they  are  to  be  held 
fecret  :  For  I  never  faw,  but  that  Bufine^^  is  like  a 
Child,  which  is  framed  invifibly  in  the  Womb  ,  And  if 
it  come  forth  too  foon,  it  will  be  abortive.  I  know,  in 
mod  of  them,  the  Profecution  mud  reft  much  upon 
my  Self.  But  I,  that  had  the  Power  to  prevail,  in 
the  Farmers  Cafe  of  the  French  VVines,  without  the 
help  of  my  Lord  Coke^  fliall  be  better  able  to  go 
through  thefe  with  his  help,  the  Ground  being  no 
lefs  julh  And  this  I  Ihall  ever  add  of  mine  own,  that 
I  Ihall  ever  re{pe(5  your  Majefty 's  Honour,  no  lels  than 
your  Profit ;  And  (liali  alio  take  care,  according  to  my 

M  penfivc 
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penftve  manner ,  that  that ,  which  is  good  for  the  pre* 
jent ,  have  not  in  it ,  hidden  Seeds  of  future  Inconveni- 
ences, 

The  Matter  of  the  New  Company ,  was  referred  to 
me,  hy  the  Lords  oith^  Privy  Council;  wherein,  after 
fbme  private  Speech  with  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield,  I  made 
that  Report,  which  I  held  moft:  agreeable  to  Truth , 
and  your  ?v1ajefty's  Service.  If  this  New  Company  break, 
it  muft  either  be  put  upon  the  Tatent ,  or  upon  the 
Order ,  made  by  themfelves.  For  the  Patent ,  I  fatis- 
fied  the  Board  ,  that  there  was  no  Tittle  in  it ,  which 
was  not ,  either  Verbatim ,  in  the  Patent  of  the  Old 
Company  j  Or  by  fpecial  Warrant  from  the  Table ,  in- 
fcrced.  My  Lord  Coke,  with  much  ref^ed:  to  me,  ac- 
knowledged, but  difliked  the  Old  Patent  in  it  felf,  and 
difclaimed  his  being  at  the  Table ,  when  the  Additi- 
on? were  allowed.  But,  in  my  Opinion,  (howfoever 
my  Lord  Cokey  to  magnify  his  Science  in  Law,  draw- 
eth  every  thing ,  though  ibmetimes  unproperly ,  and 
unfeafonably  ,  to  that  kind  of  Queftion ;)  it  is  not 
convenient,  to  break  the  Bufinefs,  upon  thofe  Points. 
For  confidering ,  they  were  but  Claufes  that  were  in 
the  former  Patents,  and  in  many  other  Patents  of  Com- 
panies ;  And  that  the  Additions,  likewife,  pafTed  the 
Allowance  of  the  Table,  it  will  be  but  clamoured,  and 
perhaps,  conceived,  that  to  quarrel  them  now,  is  but 
an  Occafion  taken ;  And  that  the  Times  are  changed, 
rather  than  the  Matter.  But  that  which  preferveth 
entire  your  Majefty's  Honour,  and  the  Conflancy  of 
your  Proceedings ,  is  to  put  the  Breach  upon  their 
Orders. 

For  this  Light  I  gave  in  my  Report ,  which  the 
Table  readily  apprehended,  and  much  approved ;  That 
if  the  Table  rejedt  their  Orders ,  as  unlawful ,  and 
unjuft ,    it  doth  free  you  from  their  Contrad :    For 

who 
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whofoever  contracfleth ,  or  undertaketh  any  thing ,  is 
always  underftood  ,  to  perform  it  by  lawful  means  ; 
So  as ,  they  have  plainly  abufed  the  State ,  if  that 
which  they  have  undertaken,  be  either  impoflible ,  or 
unjuft. 

I  am  bold  to  prefent  this  Confideration,  to  that  ex- 
cellent Faculty^  of  your  Majefty's  Judgmient ;  becaufe^ 
I  think  it  importeth  that  future  Good ,  which  may 
grow  to  your  Majefly  in  the  clofe  of  this  Bufmefs  ; 
That  the  Falling  off  be  without  all  Exception.  God 
have  you  in  his  precious  Cuftody. 

Febr.  i-  i6i<;.  four  Majeftfs  moft  hnmhle  and  houndetij 

Suhjc^^  and  Servant^ 

Fr,  Bacon. 

LIV. 

To  the  KING. 

[t  may  pleafe  your  moft  Escellent  Majefly, 

I  Am  glad  to  underftand,  by  Mr.  Murray ,  that  your 
Majefty  accepteth  well  of  my  poor  Endeavours , 
in  opening  unto  you  the  paflages  of  your  Service; 
That,  Bufinefi  may  come  the  left  crude,  and  the  more 
prepared  to  your  Royal  Judgment  5  the  perfection 
whereof,  as  I  cannot  exped ,  they  ihould  (atisfie  in 
every  particular  ;  fo  I  hope  ,  through  my  AITiduity , 
there  will  refult  a  good  Total, 

My  Lord  Chancellors  Sicknefs,  falleth out,  duro  Tem- 
pore, I  have  always  known  him ,  a  wife  Man,  and  of 
juft  Elevation  for  Monarchy  ,-  But  your  Majefly's 
Service  muft  not  be  mortal.    And  if  you  \zq(q  him, 

M  X  as 
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as  your  Majefty  hath,  now  of  late,  purchafed  many 
Hearts  by  deprclTing  \]\t  Wicked:  So  God,  doth  minu 
fler  unto  you,  a  Counterpart,  to  do  the  Hke,  by  raifing 
the  Honeft,  God  evermore  preferve  your  Majefty. 

February  9.  Tour  Majefty  s  mufl  humhle  SuhjeSi, 

^^^^'  and  hounden  Servant ^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 

LV. 
To  the   KING. 

If  may  pleafeyour  Mofl  Excellent  Majefty^ 

YOur  vj oxthy  Chancellor  I  koiX^  goeth  his  laft  day. 
God  hath  hitherto  ufed  to  weed  out  fuch  Ser^ 
vants,  as  grew  not  fit  for  your  Majefly  j  but  now  he 
hath  gathered  to  himfelf  a  true  Sage^  or  Salvia^  out  of 
your  Garden :  But  your  Majefly's  Service  mufl  not  be 
mortal. 

Upon  this  heavy  Accident,  I  pray  your  Majefty,  in 
all  Humblenefs  and  Sincerity,  to  give  me  leave  to  ufe 
a  few  words.  I  mufl  never  forget,  when  I  moved  your 
Majefty  for  the  Attorneys  Place  ;  that  it  was  your  own 
fole  Ad  ,•  more  than  that  my  Lord  of  Samerfety  when 
he  knew  your  Majefty  had  refolved  it,  thruft  himfelf 
into  the  Bufinefs,  to  gain  Thanks:  And  therefore  I 
have  no  Reafon  to  pray  to  Saints.  trom  ; 

I  fhall  now  again  make  Oblation  to  your  Majefty, 
Firft  of  my  Heart ;  then  of  my  Service  ;  Thirdly  of 
my  Place  of  Attorney  Q  which  I  think  is  honeftly 
worth  6000  /.  per  Annum,')  And  Fourthly  of  my  Place 
in.tl^e  Star^chamkr,  which  is  worth  1600  I. per  Annum-, 

and. 
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and  with  the  Favour  and  Countenance  of  a  Chancellor^ 
much  more.     I  hope  I  may  be  acquitted  of  Prefump- 
tion,  if  I  think  of  it,  both  becaufe  my  Father  had  tlie 
Place,  which  is  fbme  civil  Inducement  to  my  Defire  ; 
CAnd  I  pray  God  your  Majefly  may  have  Twenty  no 
worfe  Years  in  your  Greatnefs,  than  Queen  Elizabeth 
had  in  her   Model,  after  my  Father's  placing ;  3  and 
chiefly,  becaufe  the  Chancellor's  Place  after  it  went  to. 
the  Law,  was  ever  conferred  upon  fome  of  the  Learned 
Council ^  and  never  upon  a  Judge.  For  Audeley  was  rai- 
Ted  from  King's  Serjeant ;  my  Father  from  Attorney  of  the 
Wards;  Bromley  {torn  Solicitor ;  Puckering  from  Queen's. 
Serjeant ;  Egerton  from  Mafter  of  the  Rolles,  having  new- 
ly left  the  Attorneys  Place.    Now  I  befeech  your  Ma- 
jefly let  me  put  you  the  prefent  Cafe,truly.  If  you  take 
my  Lord  Coke^  this  will  follow  j  firji^  your  Majefly 
(hall  put  an  over-ruling  iV^/wre  into  an  over- ruling  Place^ 
vvJiich  may  breed  an  Extream  :  Next^  you  (hall  blunt 
his  Induftries  in  Matter  of  Fi«tf«c^j,  which  feemeth  to 
aim  at  another  Place:  And  lajily,  popular  Men  are 
no  fure  Mounters  for  your  Majefty's  Saddle.    If  you. 
take  my  Lord  Hohart ;  you  fhall  have  a  Judge  at  the 
upper  end  of  your  QounciUBoard^  and  another  at  the 
lower  end  :  Whereby  your  Majefly  will  find  your  Pre- 
rogative pent.    For  though  there  Ihould  be  Emulation 
between  them,  yet  as  Legifis  they  will  agree,  in  mag^ 
nifying  that  wherein  they  are  befl;  he  is  no  Staterraaa 
but  an  Oeconomtjl,  wholly  for  himfelf.   So  as  your  Ma- 
jefly (more  than  an  outward  Form)  will  find  little  help 
in  him,  for  the  Bufinefs.     If  you  take  my  Lord  of  C^«- 
terbury^  I  will  fay  no  more,  but  the  Chancellor  s  Place- 
requires  a  whole  Man.   And  to  have  both  Jurifdidions, 
Spiritual  and  Temporal^  in  that  height  is  fit  but  for  a: 
JCiffg. 

For 
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For  my  Self,  I  can  only  prefent  your  Majefly  with 
Gloria  tn'Ohfequto  (^a)  :  Yet  I  dare  promife,  that  if  I  fit 
in  that  Place,  your  Bufmefs  fnall  not  make  fuch  fliort 
turns  upon  you,  as  it  doth  ;  but  when  a  Direction  is 
once  given  ,  it  (hall  be  purfued  and  performed  ;  and 
your  Majefty  ihall  only  be  troubled  with  the  true  Care 
of  a  Kingy  which  is,  to  think  what  you  would  hanje  done  in 
Chiefs  and  not  how  for  the  parages.  d  jno >  u  i 

I  do  prefume  alfb,  in  refped:  of  my  Father's  Memo- 
ry, and  that  I  have  been  always  Gracious  in  the  lower 
Houfe^  I  have  Interefl  in  the  Gentlemen  of  England , 
and  fhall  be  able  to  do  fome  good  Effed^,  in  ret3:ifying 
*  -J  l^e       that  Body  of  Parliament-men ,  which  is  *  Carda  rerwm. 
Hinge  up-  For  let  me  tell  your  Majefly,  That  that  parr  of  the  Chan. 
the^Af'^'^   c^//o;\r's  Place  which  is  to  judge  in  Equity^  between  par- 
iafrs  of     ty  and  party,  that  fame  Regnum  Judiciale  (^which  fince 
the Nati-    j^y  fathers  time  is  but  too  much  enlarged,  )  concern- 
nn  turn     ^^^  ^^^^  Majcfly  Icall ,   more  than  the  acquitting  of 
your  Cpnfcience  for  Juftice.     But  it  is  the  other  parts 
of  a  Moderator ,  amongft  your  Council,  of  an  Overleej- 
over  your  Judges,  of  a  Planter  of  fit  Juftices  and  Gover^ 
nors  in  the  Country,  that  importcth  your  Affairs ,  and 
thefe  times  mofl. 

(4)  This  ExprefTion  of  GlcrU  in  Obfequio  is  taken  from  the  6th  Book  of 
the  Annals  of  Tacitus.  Where,  fome  Perlons  being  accufed  for  their  Intima- 
cy with  Sejanm^  the  late  great  Favourite  of  the  Emperor  Tiberius ;  M.  Teren- 
tius  a  Roman  Knight,  did  not,  like  others  excufe  or  deny  the  iame  for  fear 
of  Punifhment  j  but  docs  in  the  Senate  make  an  ingenuous  Confellion  there- 
of, and  gives  his  Reafons  why  he  not  only  courted  ,  but  rejoyced  in  ob- 
taining the  Friendfhip  of  Sejanus.  And  then  Addreffes  himfelf,  as  if  fpeak- 
ing  to  Tibiriiis  in  thefe  Words.  Nen  eji  noftrum  afiiviare,  quern  fupra  cxteros^ 
is"  ^uibui  de  caufis  txtollas  :  Tibi  fu?nmum  rerum  judicium  Vii  dedere ;  Nobis 
Oblequii  gloria  reli^a  efl.  '  It  docs  not  become  us  to  enquire  into  the  Per- 
^  fon  you  are  pleal'ed  to  prefer  above  others,  or  into  the  Reafons :  To  you, 
'  Heaven  hath  given  a  confummate  Judgement;  To  us ,  there  remains  the 
'  Glorji  of  a  cbcarful  Obedience. 

J 
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I  will  add  alfo,  that  I  hope  by  my  Care,  tlie  inven' 
five  part  of  your  Council  will  be  ilrenghned  ,♦  who 
now  commonly  do  exercife  rather  their  Judgments, 
than  their  Inventions ;  And  the  Inventive  part  cometh 
from  Projedors  and  private  Men  ,  which  cannot  be  fo 
well :  In  which  Kind  ,  my  Lord  of  Saluhury  haxi  a 
good  Method,  if  his  Ends  had  been  upright. 

To  conclude.  If  I  were  the  Man  I  would  be,  I  fhould 
hope,  That  as  your  Majefty  hath  of  late  won  Hearts 
by  depreffmg  ,•  you  fhould  in  this  lofe  no  Hearts  by 
advancing :  For  I  fee  your  People  can  better  skill  of 
Concretum  than  Ahflra^um^  and  that  the  Waves  of  their 
Affections  flow ,  rather  after  Perfons ,  than  Things^ 
So  that  Ads  of  this  Nature ,  (if  this  were  one}  do 
more  good  than  twenty  Bills  of  Grace.  If  God  call 
my  Lord  Chancellor  the  Warrants  and  Commiflions 
which  are  requifite  for  the  taking  off  the  Seal,  and  for 
tlic  working  with  it,  and  for  reviving  of  Warrants  un- 
der his  hand,  which  die  with  him,  and  the  like,  fliall 
be  in  readinefs.  And  in  this.  Time  prefleth  more,  be- 
caufe  it  is  the  end  of  aTVrw,  and  almoft  the  beginning 
of  the  Circuits :  So  that  the  Seal  cannot  {land  ftill.  But . 
this  may  be  done  as  heretofore  by  Commiflion ,  till 
your  Majefty  hath  refblved  of  an  Officer.  God  ever 
preferve  your  Majefty. 

^^^^'^  '""  Tour  Majeftys  moft  humlle  Suhje^^ 

and  hounden  Servant, 


Fr.  Bacon, 
LVL 
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L  V  I. 

J  Letter  to  the  King,  of  my  Lord  Chancellor'^ 
Amendment^  and  the  Difference  begun  ,  between 
the  Chancery,  and  Kings-Bench. 

It  way  p leaf e  your  Excellent  Majefty, 

I  Do  find,  God  be  thanked,  a  fenfible  Amendment^, 
in  my  Lord  Chancellor,  I  was  with  him  yeflcrday 
in  private  conference,  about  half  an  Hour  :  And  this 
day  again,  at  fuch  time  as  he  did  (eal,  which  he  en- 
dured well,  almoft  the  (pace  of  an  Hour,  though  the 
Vapour  of  Wax,  be  offenfive  to  him.  He  is  free  from 
a  Fever y  perfecSt  in  his  powers,  of  Memory  and  Speech  ,• 
And  not  hollow,  in  his  Voice,  nor  Look ;  He  hath  no 
panting,  or  labouring  Refpiration ;  Neither  are  his 
Coughs  dry,  or  weak.  But  whofoever  thinketh,  his 
Difeafe  is  but  Melancholy,  he  maketh  no  true  Judge- 
ment of  it  J  For  it  is,  plainly,  a  formed  and  deep 
Cough,  with  a  Pedroral  furcharge  ,•  So  that,  at  times, 
he  doth  almoft,  Animam  agere.  I  forbear  to  advertifc 
your  Majeily,  of  the  Care  I  took  to  have  CommilTi- 
ons  in  readinefs,  becaufe  Mr.  Secretary  Lake  hath  let 
me  underftand,  he  fignified  as  much  to  your  Majefly  : 
But,  I  hope,  there  Ihall  be  no  ufe  for  them,  at  this 
cime.  And,  as  I  am  glad  to  advertife  your  Majelly,  of 
the  Amendment  of  your  Chancellors  Per/on  ;  So  I  am 
forry,  to  accompany  it  with  an  Advertifement  of  the 
Sicknefi  of  your  Chancery  Court  ;  though  ,  ( by  the 
•Grace  of  God,^  that  Cure  will  be  much  eafier,  than 
the  other.  It  is  true,  I  did  lately  write  to  your  Maje- 
fly, that  for  the  Matter  of  the  Habeas  Corpora,  Qwliich 
was  the  third  Matter  in  Law,  you  had  given  me  in 
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charge  ;)  I  did  think,  the  Communion  in  Service,  be- 
tween my  Lord  Chancellor^  and  my  Lord  Chiefjuflice, 
in  the  great  Bufinefs  ot  Examination^  would  fb  joyn 
them,  as  they  would  not  (quare,  at  this  time  ;  But 
pardon  me,  (I  humbly  pray  your  Majefly,)  if  I  hav^e 
too  Reafonablc  Thoughts. 

And  yet,  that  which  happened,  the  lad  day,  of  the 
Term,  concerning  certain   Indiclments^  in  the  Nature 
of  Tremunire^  preterred  into  the  Kings-Bench^  but  noi: 
found  ;  Is  not  lb  much,  as  is  voiced  abroad  ;  (though 
I  muO:  fay,  it  is  *  Omni  tempore  Nimiumy  &  hoc  tempore  *  Too 
Alienum  -,)  And  therefore,  I  befeech  your  Majefly,  not  ^^j^'^ 
to  give  any  Beheving  Ear,  to  Reports,  but  to  receive  but 
the  Truth,  from  me,   that  am.  your  Attorney  General^  ftrangeat 
and  ought  to  (land  indifferent,  {orjurifdi^tons^  of  all 
Courts ;  which  Account,  I  cannot   give  your  Majefly 
now,  becaufe  I  was  then  abfent  ;   And  fome  are  now 
abfent,  which  are  properly,  and  authentically,  to  in- 
form me,  touching  that  which  palTed.     Neither  let 
this,  any  ways,  disjoynt,  your  other  Bufinefs  -,    For 
there  is  a  time,  for  all  things;  And  this  very  Accident, 
may  be  turned,  to  Good.     Not  that  I  am  of  Opinion, 
that  that  fame  Cunning  Maxim,  of  f  Separa,  ^  Impera,  t  Divide 
which  fbmetimes  holdeth  in  Perfons ,    can  well  take  ^^^^  ^^'^^' 
place  in  Jurifdiclions  ;  But  becaufe,  fome  good  Occafi- 
on,  by  this  Excefs,  may  be  taken,  to  fettle  that,  which 
would  have  been  more  dangerous,  if  it  had  gone  out, 
by  little  and  little.  God  ever  preferve  your  Majefly. 

.'  J  Febr.  161^.  f^i^f.  Majefly  s  rr7oft  humhk  Subjed; 

and ni oft  honnden  Servant, 
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LVII. 


To  Sir  George  Villiers. 


S  I  R, 

I   Received,  this  Morning,  from  you,  two  Letters, 
by  the  fame  Bearer;  The  one  written  before,  the 
other,  after  his  Majefly  had  received  my  lafl. 

In  this  Difference,  between  the  two  Courts,  of  Chati' 
eery,  and  Kings-Bench  ;  (For  fo  I  had  rather  take  it,  for 
this  Time,  than  between  the  Perfons,    of  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice,)  I  marvel  not,  if 
Rumour  get  way,  of  true  Relation.    For  I  know  Fawe 
luthfivift  wings;  Specially  that,  which  hath  Black  Fea- 
thers :  But  within  thefe  two  days,  (for  fooner  I  cannot 
be  ready,)  I  will  write  unto  his  Majefly,  both  the  Nar- 
rative truly,  and  my  Opinion  fincerely  ,•  Taking  much 
comfort,  that  I  ferve  fuch  a  King,  as  hath  God's  Pro- 
perty, in  difcerning  truly,  of  Mens  Hearts.   I  purpofe, 
to  fpeak,  with  my  Lord  Chancellor^  this  day ;  And  fo 
to  exhibit,  that  Cordial,  of  his  Majefly  s  Grace  j  As  I 
iiope,  that  other  Accident,  will  rather  rouze,  and  raife 
his  Spirit,  than  dejed  him,  or  incline  him  to  Relapfe» 
Mean  while,  I  commend  the  Wit,  of  a  mean  Man,  that 
(aid  this  other  day.    Well,  the  next  Term,  you  (hall  have 
an  Old  Man,  come  with  a  Beefom  of  Wormwood,  in  his 
JF^and,  that  willfweep  away  all  this.     For  it  is,  my  Lord 
Chancellor  s  fafliionjfpecially  towards  the  Summer,to  car- 
ry a  Pofie  of  Wormwood,  1  write  this  Letter  in  Hafle,  to 
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return  your  Meflenger  with  it.    God  keep  you,  alid 
Jong,  and  happily,  may  you  ferve  his  Majejly. 

19  Febr.  i6i  f.  four  true  and affe^ionate  Servant, 

Sir,  I  thank  you  for  your  Inward  Letter ; 
I  have  burned  it^as  you  commanded.  But 
the  Fire  it  hath  kindled  in  me ;  will  ne»  ^^*  t>acon. 

ver  he  extinguifhed, 

LVIII. 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

SIR, 

MY  Lord  Chancellors  Health,  growing  with  the 
Days,  and  his  Refignation,  being  an  Uncer- 
tainty, I  would  be  glad,  you  went  on,  with  my  firfl 
Motion,  my  fwearing  Privy  Counfellor.  This  I  defire, 
not  fo  much,  to  make  my  Self,  more  fure  of  the  other; 
and  to  put  it  paft  Competition  ,•  (For  herein,  I  reft 
wholly  upon  the  King,  and  your  excellent  Celf,')  But, 
becaufe  I  find  hourly,  that  I  need  this  Strength,  in  his 
Majcfly's  fervice  ;  Both  for  my  better  warrant,  and  fa- 
tisfadtion  of  my  Confciencc,  that  I  deal  not  in  Things, 
above  my  Vocation  ;  And  for  my  better  Countenance, 
and  Prevailing,  where  his  Majefty's  fervice,  is,  under 
any  pretext,  opposed,  I  would  it  were  difpatched.  I 
remember,  a  greater  Matter  than  this,  was  difpatched, 
by  a  Letter,  from  Royfion  ;  which  was,  the  Placing  of 
the  Archhijhop^  that  now  is  :  And  I  imagin,  the  King 
did  it  on  purpofe,  that  the  Ad  mought  appear,  to  be 
his  own. 

My  Lord  Chancellor  told   me,  yefterday,  in  plain 
Terms,  that  if  the  King,  would  ask  his  opinion,touch- 
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ing  the  Perfon,  that  he  would  commend,  to  fucceed 
him,  upon  Death,  or  Difability,  he  would  name  me, 
for  the  fittefl  Man.  You  may  advife,  whether  ufe,  may 
nor  be  made,  of  this  offer. 

I  fent,  a  pretty  while  fince,  a  Paper,  to  Mr.  John 
Murrey ;  which  was,  indeed,  a  little  Remembrance,  of 
fbme  Things  pafl: ;  concernisg  my  honed,  and  faith- 
ful Services  to  his  Majefty  ;  Not  by  way  of  Boafting, 
(from  which  I  am  far,}  but  as  Tokens,  of  my  fludying 
his  Service,  uprightly,  and  carefully.  If  you  be  plea- 
fed,  to  call  for  the  Paper,  which  is  with  Mr.  Johfi  Mur- 
rey ;  And  to  find  a  fit  time,  that  his  Majefly,  may  cafl 
an  eye  upon  it,  I  think  it  will  do  no  Hurt  :  And  I 
have  written  to  Mr.  Murrey^  to  deliver  the  Paper,  if 
you  call  for  it.  God  keep  you  in  all  Mappinefi. 

XI  Febr.  i^ir.  f^^^  fj.^,gjj.  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,, 

LIX. 
To  the    KING. 

//  may  pleafeyour  mofl  Excellent  Majefly. 

IWas  yeflerday,  in  the  Afternoon,  with  my  Lord' 
Chancellor ,  according  to  your  Commandement , 
which  I  received  by  the  Maderof  the  Horfe,-  And  find 
the  Old  Man,  well  comforted  ,•  both  towards  God,  and 
towards  the  World,  and  that  fame  middle  Comfort, 
which  is  Divine,  and  Humane,  proceeding  from  your 
Majefly,  being  God's  Lieutenant,  on  Earth,  I  am  per- 
fwaded,  hath  been  a  great  Caufe,  that  fuch  a  Sicknefs, 
hath  been  portable,  to  fuch  an  Age.  I  did  not  fail,  in 
my  Conjecture  ,•  that  this  Bufmefs,  of  the  Chancery , 

hath 
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hath  flirred  him ;  He  flieweth  to  defpife  ir,  but  he  is 
full  of  it  ,•  and  almoft,  like  a  young  Duellift,  that  find- 
eth  himfeif  behind  hand. 

I  will  now,  as  your  Majefty  requircth,  give  you  a 
true  Relation,  of  that  which  hath  paffcd  ,•  neither  will 
1  decline,  your  Royal  Commandincnt,  for  delivering 
my  Opinion  alfo,  though  it  be  a  tender  S'ubiecS^,  to 
write  on  ,•  But  I,  that  account  my  Being,  but  as  an  Ac- 
cident to  my  fervice,  will  negled:  no  duty  upon  Self- 
Safety. 

Firfl,  it  is  neceflary,  I  let  your  Majefty  know,  the 
Ground  of  the  Difference,  between  the  two  Courts  ; 
that  your  Majefty ,  may  the  better  underiland  the 
Narrative. 

There  was  a  Statute  made,    27  Efliv,   3.  Cap.  i. 
which,   C  no  doubt }  in  the  principal  Intention  there* 
of,  was  ordained,  againft  thofe,  that  fued  to  Rome  i 
wherein  there  are  Words,  fomewhat  general,  againd 
any,  that  quejiioneth^  or  impeacketh^  any  Judgment^  gi- 
'ven  in  the  Kings  Courts^  or  in  any  other  Court.     Upon 
thefe  doubtful  Words  f  other  Courts,  )  the  Controver- 
fie  groweth.     For  the  founder  Interpretation,  taketli 
them,  to  be  mtant,  of  thoie  Courts,  which  though, 
locally,  they  were  not  held  at   Rome,  or  where  the 
Pope's  Chair  was,  but  here  within  the  Realm ;  yet  in 
their  Jurifdidtion,  had  their  Dependance,  upon  the 
Court  of  Rome;  As   were  the   Court  of  the  Legate 
here,  and  the  Courts  of  the  Arch  BiJIwps,  and  BiJhopSy 
which  were  then,  but  fijbordinate  Judgment  Scats,  to 
that  high  Tribunal  of  Rome.     And  for  this  Conftru-' 
(fition,  the  Oppofition  of  the  Words,  C  if  they  be  well 
obferved  }  between  the  Kings  Courts  and  other  Ccurts^., 
maketh  very  much :  For  it  imporceth,  as  if  thole  other 
Courts,  were  not  the  Kings  Courts.     Alfo,  the  main 
Scope  of  the  Statute,  fortiticth  the  fame ;  And  laftlyy 
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the  Practice  of  many  Ages.  The  other  Interpretati- 
on, Q  which  cleaveth  to  the  Letter,  )  expoundeth  the 
Kit^gs  Coi^rts^  to  be  the  CoMrts  of  Lavj,  only,  and  other 
Courts^  to  be  Courts  of  Equity^  as  the  Chancery ,  £x- 
chequer-chamher^  Dutchy,  &c.  Though  this  alfb  flyeth, 
indeed,  from  the  Letter,  for  that  all  thefe,  are  the 
Khigs  Courts. 

There  is  alfo  another  Statute,  which  is  but  a  fimple 
Prohibition  ,  and  not  with  a  Penalty,  of  a  Premuni- 
re^  (as  the  other  is ; )  That  after  Tudgements  given  in  the 
King's  Courts,  the  parties  fhall  he  in  Peace,  except  the 
Judgement  he  undone,  hy  Error,  or  Attaint,  which  is  a 
Legal  form,  of  Reverfal.  And  of  this  alfo,  1  hold, 
the  Sounder  Interpretation  to  be,  to  (ettle  Poflenions, 
againft  Diflurbances,  and  not  to  take  away  Remedy,  in 
Equity,  where  thofe  Judgements,  are  obtained,  ex  RL 
gore  Juris,  and  againft  good  Confcience. 

But  upon  theft  two  Statutes,  there  hath  been,  a 
late  Conceit  in  fome,  that  if  a  Judgement,  pafs,  at 
the  Common  Law,  againft  any,  that  he  may  not,  after 
fue,  for  Rehef  in  C/;^»c^ry;  And  if  he  doth,  both  He, 
and  his  Counfel,  and  his  SoHcitors,  yea  and  the  Judge 
in  Equity  himfelf,  are  within  the  Danger,  of  thofe 
Statutes. 

Here  your  Majefty,  hath  the  true  ftate,  of  the  Q^e^ 
flion,  which  I  was  neceflarily  to  open  to  you  firfl:,  be- 
cau(e  your  MajeRy,  calleth  for  this  Relation  ,•  not  as 
News,  but  as  Bufmefs.     Now  to  the  Hijiorical part. 

It  istheCourfe,  of  the  Kings  Bench,  that  they  give 
in  Charge  to  a  Grand  Jury,  Oifences  of  all  Natures,  to 
be  prefented  within  Middlefex,  where  the  faid  Court  is 
And  the  manner  is,  to  enumerate  them,  as  it  were,  in 
Articles.  This  was  done  by  JuJlice  Crook,  the  Wed- 
nefday,  before  the  Term  ended.  And  that  Article, 
(  If  any  Man,    after  a  Judgement  given ^  had  drawn  the 
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faid  Judgement^  to  a  new  Examination  ,  in  any  other 
Courts)  was  by  him,  fpecially,  given  in  Charge; 
which  had  not  u(ed  to  be  given,  in  Charge  belorc 
Jt  is  true,  it  was  not  folemnly  dwelt  upon,  but,  as  it 
were,  thrown  in  amongO:  the  rell. 

The  lad  day,  of  the  Term ;  (  And  that  which  all 
Men  condemn,  the  fuppofed  laft  day,  of  my  Lord 
Chancellor's  hfe  ,♦ )  There  were  two  Indi<ftments  pre- 
ferred, of  Premunire^  for  fuing  in  Chancery^  after  Judg- 
ment in  Common  Law;  The  one  by  Rich,  Glanvile^ 
the  other  by  William  Allen :  The  former  againft 
Courtney^  the  party  in  Chancery,  Gihh  the  Counccl- 
lor,  and  Dd-^/T?  the  Clark ;  The  latter,  againft  Alder- 
man Bowles^  and  Hamfry  Smithy  parties  in  Chancery ; 
Serjeant  yj/orf  the  Counfeilor,  Elias  Wood,  Solicitor  in 
the  Caufe,  and  Sir  John  Tindal,  Mr.  of  the  Chancery, 
and  an  Allefibr,  to  my  Lord  Chancellor. 

For  the  Cafes  themfelves,  it  were  too  long,  to  trou- 
ble your  Majefly,  with  them  ,•  But  this  I  will  fay ;  If 
they  were  fet  on,  that  preferred  them,  they  were  the 
wcrfl  Marks-m.en,  that  ever  were,  that  (bt  them  on. 
For  there  could  not  have  been  chofen,  two  fuch  Cau- 
fes,  to  the  Honour,  and  Advantage,  of  the  Chancery^ 
for  the  Juftnefs  of  the  Decrees,  and  the  Foulnefs,-  and 
Scandal,  both  of  Fad:,  and  Perfon,  in  thofe  that  im- 
peach the  Decrees. 

The  Grand  Jury,  confifting,  (_  as  itfeemeth,}  of  very 
Subftantial,  and  Intelligent,  Perfons,  would  not  find 
the  Bills;  Notwithdanding,  they  were  clamoured  by 
the  parties,  and  twice  fentback,  by  the  Court;  x^nd 
in  Conclufion  ,  refblutely,  Seventeen  of  Nineteen, 
found  an  Ignoramus :  Wherein,  for  that  time,  I  think. 
Ignoramus  was  wifer,  than  thofe  that  know  too  much. 

Your  Majefty  will  pardon  mc,  if  I  be  fparing,  in 
delivering  to  you,  feme  other  Circumftances,  of  Ag- 
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gravatlon,  and  of  Concurrences,  of  fbme  like  Mat- 
ters, the  fame  day  ;  as  if  it  had  been  Tome  fatal  Con- 
flellation.  They  be  not  things,  To  fufficiently  tryed, 
as  I  dare  put  them,  into  your  Ear. 

For  my  Opinion,  I  cannot  but  begin,  M'ith  this  Pre^ 
face  ;  That  I  am  infinitely  forty,  that  your  Majefly,  is 
thus  put,  to  falve,  and  cure,  not  only  Accidents  of 
Time,  but  Errors  of  Servants :  For  I  account  this, 
a  kind  of  Skknefs,  of  my  Lord  Cokes,  that  comes,  al- 
inofl,  in  as  ill  a  time,  as  the  Skknefs  of  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. And  as  C  I  think,}  it  was  one  of  the  wifefl: 
parts,  that  ever  he  played,  when  he  went  down,  to 
your  Majeliy,  to  Royfton,  and  defircd,  to  have  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  joined  with  him  ,•  So  this  was  one  of  the 
weakell  parts,  that  ever  he  played,  to  make  all  the 
World  perceive,  that  my  Lord  Chancellor,  is  fevered 
from  him,  at  this  time. 

But  for  that,  which  may  concern  your  Service,  which 
is  my  End,  ( leaving  other  Men  to  their  own  Ways  ,* } 
Firil,  my  Opinion  is  plainly,  that  my  Lord  Coke,  at 
this  time,  is  not  to  be  difgraced  ,•  both  becaufe,  he  is 
(b  well  habituate,  for  that  which  remaineth,  ofthefe 
Capital  Caufes;  And  alfo,  for  that,  which  I  find,  is 
in  his  Bread,  touching  your  Finances,  and  Matters  of 
Repair,  of  your  Eftate.  And,  (  if  Imoughtfpeak  it,) 
as  I  think,  it  were  good,  his  hopes  were  at  an  end,  in 
fome  kind,  fo  I  could  vviih,  they  were  raifed,  in  (brae 
other. 

On  the  other  fide,  this  great,  and  publick  AiTront, 
not  only  to  the  Reverend,  and  well  deferving,  perfon, 
o[  your  Chancellor;  (^And,  at  a  time,  when  he  was 
thought,  to  lye,  on  Dying,  which  was  barbarous  ,0 
But  to  your  High  Court  of  Chancery,  v,'hich  is  the 
Court,  of  your  abfblute  Power;  may  not,  (in  my  O- 
pinion, )  pafs  liglitly,   nor  end,  only,  in  fome  Formal 

Atone- 
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Atonement,-  But  Ufe  is  to  be  made  thereof,  for  the  fet- 
Jing  of  your  Authority,  and  (Irengthning  of  your  Pre- 
rogative, according  to  the  true  Rules  of  Monarchy. 

Now  to  reconcile,  and  accommodate  thefe  two  Ad- 
vices, which  Teem  almoft  oppofite.  Firft^  your  Maje- 
fly,  may  not  fee  it,  (  though  I  confefs  it  be  fufpicious,) 
that  my  Lord  Coke  was,  any  way,  aforehand,  privy 
to  that,  which  was  done  ;  Or  that  he  did  fetit,  or  ani- 
mate it;  But  only  took  the  Matter,  as  it  came  before 
him  ;  And  that  his  Error  was  only,  that  at  fuch  a  time, 
he  did  not  divert  it,  in  fomegood  manner. 

Secondly^  if  it  be  true,  Cas  is  reported,  }  that  any  of 
the  Puifne  Judges^  did  flir  this  Bufinefs  ;  Or  that,  they 
did  openly  revile,  and  menace  the  Jury^  for  doing 
their  Con(cience  ;  (  As  they  did,  honeftly,  and  truly,) 
I  think,  that  Judge^  is  worthy,  to  ItQ^Q  his  place.  And 
to  be  plain  with  your  Majefty,  I  do  not  think,  there  is 
any  Thing,  a  greater  Polychrejion^  or  ad  multa  utile^  to 
your  Affairs,  than  upon  a  jufl,  and  fit  Occafion,  to 
make  fome  Example,  againft  the  Prefumption,  of  a 
Judge^  in  Caufes,  that  concern  your  Majeily  :  where- 
by the  whole  Body  of  thofe  Magiflrates,  may  be  con- 
tained the  better  in  awe  ,•  And  it  may  be,  this  will 
light,  upon  no  unfit  Subjed",  of  a  Perfon,  that  is 
Rude,  and  that  no  Man  cares  for. 

Thirdly^  if  there  be  no  one,  fb  much  in  fault,  i^which 
I  cannot  yet  affirm,  either  way,  and  there  miift  be  a 
jull:  Ground,  God  iorbid  elfe,-)  yet  1  lliould  think, 
that  the  very  Prefumption ,  of  Going  fo  far,  in  fo 
high  a  Caufe,  deferveth  to  have  tliat  done,  which  was 
done  in  this  very  Cafe,  upon  the  Indidment  of  Ser^ 
jeant  Heale^  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  ,•  that  the  Judges 
fhould  anfwer  it,  upon  their  kners,  before  your  Ma- 
jefty,  or  your  Council,  and  receive  a  fnarp  Admoni- 
tion:    At  which   time    alfo,  my  Lord  Wray^    being 
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then  Chief  Juftice^  flipt  the  Collar,  and  was  forborn. 
Fourthly^  for  the  perfons  themfelves,  Gla>ivHe,  and 
Allen^  which  are  bafe  Fellowes,  and  turbulent  ,  I 
think,  there  will  be  difcovered,  and  proved  againft 
them,  (befides  the  preferring  of  the  BHls^  }  iuch  Com- 
binations, and  Contemptuous  Speeches,  and  Behavi- 
ours ;  As  there  will  be  good  Ground,  to  call  them, 
and  perhaps  fome  of  their  petty  Counfellors,  at  Law, 
into  the  Star-Chamher. 

In  all  this,  which  I  have  faid,  your  Majefly,  may  be 
pleafed  to  obferve,  that  I  do  not  engage  you  much,  in 
the  main  Point  of  the  Jurifditlion ;  for  which  I  have  a 
great  deal  of  Reafbn  ,•  which  I    now  forbear.     But 
two  Things,  I  wiili  to  be  done.     The  one,  that  your 
Majefty,  take  this  Occafion,  to  redouble  unto  all  your 
judges,  your  antient,  and  true  Charge,  and  Rule,  That 
you  will  endure,   no  Innovating,  the  Point  of  Jarif- 
MiiioH  ;  but  will  have  every  Court,  empaled,  within 
their  own  Prefidents ;  And  not  afTume  to  themfelves, 
nev/ Powers,  upon  Conceits,  and  Inventions,  of  Law: 
The  other,  that  in  thefe  high  Caufes,  that  touch  upon 
State,  and  Monarchy,  your  Majefty  give  them  ftraight 
Charge;  that  upon  any  Occafions  intervenient  here- 
after ,  they  do  not  make  the  Vulgar,  party  to  their 
Conteftations,  by  publick  handling  them,  before  they 
haveconfulted  with  your  Majefty,  to  whom  the  Reigle- 
ment,  of  thofe  things,  only  appertaineth. 

To  conclude,  I  am  not  without  hope,  that  your  Ma^ 
jefly^  managing  this  Bufinefs  ,  according  to  your  great 
Wi(dom  ,•  Cunto  which  I  acknowledge  my  Self,  not  to 
be  worthy,  to  be  Card-holder,  or  a  Candle-holder,-) 
will  make  profit,  of  this  Accident,  as  a  Thing  of 
God's  (ending. 

Laftly,  I  may  not  forget,  to  reprefent  to  your  Ma- 
jefty, that  there  is  no  Thinking  of  Arraignments,  until 

thefe 
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thefe  Things,  be  fomewhat  accommodate  ,•  And  fome 
outward,  and  luperficialjReconciliation,  at  lead,  made, 
between  my  Lord  Chancellor,  and  my  Lord  Chief  Jn. 
ftice.  For  this  Accident ,  is  a  Banquet ,  to  all  the 
Delinquents  Friends.  But  this  is  a  Thing,  that  falleth 
out,  naturally,  of  it  (elf;  in  refpec^,  of  the  Judges 
Going  Circuit,  and  my  Lord  Chancellors  Infirmity  , 
with  Hope  of  Recovery.  And  although  this  Protra- 
(ftion  of  Time,  may  breed  fome  doubt  of  Mutability, 
yet  I  have  lately  learned,  out  of  an  excellent  Letter^  of 
a  certain  King  ,•  That  the  Sunjheiveth,  fometimes,  ivatry, 
to  our  Eyes,  hut  when  the  Cloud  is  gone,  the  Sun  is  as  he- 
fore.     God  ever  preferve  your  Majefty. 

February  zi.  T^^^r  Majejlys^  mofl  humhle  Suhje^l,  and 

i<?iy-  hounden  Servant, 

Frn,  'Bacon, 


LX. 
To  the  KING. 

It  may  pleafeyour  mofl  Excellent  Majefly, 

YOur  Privy  Council,  have  wifely,  and  truly,  dif« 
cerned,  of  the  Orders ,  and  Demands,  of  the 
New  Company,  that  they  are  unlawful  and  unjufi:;  And 
themfelves,^  have  now  acknowledged,  the  Work  iiil^ 
poflible,  without  them,  by  their  Petition  in  Writing, 
now  regiftred,  in  the  Council-Book  :  So  as  this  Con- 
clufion,  (of  their  own  making,}  is  become  peremp- 
tory, and  final  to  themfelves ;  And  the  ImpolIibiUty 
confefled,  the  Pradtice,  and  Abufe,  referved  to  the 
Judgment,  the  State  (hall  make  of  it. 

O  2.  This 
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This  Breach  then,  of  this  great  Contrad,  is  wholly 
on  their  part  ,•  which  could  not  have  been,  if  your  Ma- 
jefly,  had  broken,  upon  the  Patent :  For  the  Tatent^ 
was  your  Majefty's  A6t ;  The  Orders,  are  their  Adi ; 
And  in  the  former  Cafe,  they  had  not  been  liable,  to 
further  Queftion,  nov/  they  are. 

There  reft  two  Things,  to  be  confidered  :  The  one, 
if  they,  Q  like  Proteus,  when  he  is  hard  held, }  ihaM 
yet  again,  vary  their  fnape  ;  And  fliall  quit  their  Orders, 
convinced  of  Injuftice,  and  lay  their  Impofition  only, 
upon  the  7>^^(?  of  f^/^i/^j,  whether  your  Mnjefty,  fhall 
further  exped;  ?  The  other,  if  your  Majefiy  diffolve 
them,  upon  this  Breach,  on  their  part,  what  is 
further  to  be  done,  for  the  fetting  of  the  Trade,  again-, 
in  joynt,  and  (or  your  own  Honour,  and  Profit  ?  In 
both  which  Points,  I  will  not  prefume  to  give  Opinicn, 
but  onely,  to  break  the  Bufinefs,  for  your  Majefty's 
better  Judgement. 

For  the  Jirft,  I  am  fbrry,  the  Occafion  was  given, 
Cby  my  Lord  Coke's  Speech,  at  this  time,  of  the  Com- 
mitment of  fome  of  them;}  That  they  fnculd  feek , 
*  To  move  *  Omnem  movers  lapidem,  to  help  themfelves.  Better  it 
had  been,  if  C  ^s  my  Lord  Fenton  faid  to  me,  that 
Morning,  very  judicioufly,  and  with  a  great  Deal  of 
Forefight ;  ~)  That,  ibr  that  time,  they  Ihould  have 
had,  a  Bridge,  made  for  them,  to  be  gone.  But  my 
Lord  Coke  fiow^eth,  according  to  his  ou  n  Tides,  and 
not  according  to  the  Tides  of  Bufmefs.  The  thing, 
which  my  Lord  Coke  faid,  was  good,  and  too  little, 
but,  at  this  time,  it  was  too  much.  But  that  is  paft. 
HowToever,  if  they  (hould  go  back,  and  feek  again,  to 
entertain  your  Majefy,  with  new  Orders,  orOiTers, 
(  as  is  faid  to  be  intended, )  your  Majefiy  hath  ready, 
two  Anfwers,  of  Repulfe,  if  it  pleafe  your  Majejiy  to 
ufe  them. 

The 
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The  one^  that  this  is  now  the  Fourth  time,  that  they 
have  mainly  broken,  with  your  Majefiy,  and  contra- 
dicted   themfelves.     Firfl,    they  undertook,  to   dye, 
and  drefs,  all  the  Clothes  of  the  Realm  j  Soon  after,  they 
wound   themfelves,  into  tlie  Trade ,  of  Whites^  and 
came  down  to  the  Proportion  conrraded.     Secondly, 
they  ought  to  have  performed  that  Contrad  according 
to   their  Subfcription,  pro  rata^  without  any  of  thefe 
Orders^  and  Iwpofuions  :  Soon  after,  they  deferted  their 
Subfcription,  and  had    recourfe,  to  thcfe  Devices,   of 
Orders.     Thirdly,  if  by   Order.,  and   not  by  Suhfcrip^ 
tio7t.,  yet  their   Orders,  fliould   have  laid  it,  upon  the 
Whites.,  which  is  an  Unlawful,  and  Prohibited,  Trade. 
Nevertheiefs,  they  would  have  brought  in,  lawful,  and 
fetled   Trades,    full   Manufaclures,  Merchandize   or'  all 
Natures,  PoH-Money,  or  Brotherhood  Money.,  and  I  can- 
no3  tell   what.     And  now   laflly,   it    feemeth  ,    they 
would  go  back,  to  lay  it,  upon  the  Whites  :  And  there- 
fore, wliether  your  Majeily,  will  any  more  red,  and 
build  this  great  Wheels  of  your  Kingdom.,  upon  thefe 
broken,  and  brittle,  Pinns,  and  try  Experiments  fur- 
ther, upon  the  Health,  and  Body,  of  your  State,  I 
leave  to  your  Princely  Judgment. 

The  Qxhtr  Anfwer.,  o{  Repulfe.,  is  a  kind  of  Appofing 
them,  what  they  will  do,  after  the  three  years,  con- 
traded  for  ?  Which   is  a  point,  hitherto,  not  much 
flirred,  though  Sir  Lionel!  Cranfield.,  hath  ever  beaten 
upon  it,  in  his  Speech  with  me  :    For  after  the  three 
years,  they  are  not  tycd,  otherways,  than  as  Trade 
(hall  give  Encouragement ;  of  which  Encouragement, 
your  Majefiy,  hath  a  bitter  Tall.    And  if  they  fhould 
hold  on,  according  to  the  third  years  Proportion,  and 
not  rife  on,  by  further  gradation,  your  Majefiy  hath  not 
your  End.    No,  I  fear,  and  have  long  feared,  that  this 
Feeding  of  the  Foreigner,  may  be  dangerous  :  For  as 
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we  may  think,  to  hold  up  our  Cloathing,  by  Vent  of 
Whites^  till  we  can  dye,  and  drefs,-  So  they,  ([  mean 
the  Dutch ^^  will  think  to  hold  up,  their  Manut'adure, 
of  Dying,  and  Dre.ffing,  upon  our  Whites,   till  they 
can  Cloth  :  So  as  your  Majelly,    nath  the  greatetl 
reafon,  in  the  World,  to  make  the  Meu>  Company,  to 
come  in,  and  (trengthen  that  part,  of  their  Contrad  ; 
And  they  refufing,  (^s  it  is  confidently  believed  they 
will,)  to  make  their  Default,  more  vifible,  to  all  Men. 
For  the  fecond  main  part,  of  your  Majefly's  Conful- 
tation  :  That  is,  what  (hall  be  done,  fuppofing  an  ab- 
folute  Breach  ;  I  have  had  fome  Speech,  with  Mr.  Se^ 
cretary  Lake,  and  likewife  with  Sir  Lionell  Cranjield ; 
And,  (as  I  conceive,}  there  may  be  three  ways,  taken 
into  confideration.  The  firfi  is,  that  the  Old  Company 
be  reflored,  who,  (^no  doubt,}  are  in  Appetite,  and 
(as  I  find  by  Sir  Lionell  CranfieU^)  not  unprepared  ,- 
And  that  the  Licences ;  The  one,that  of  3  0000  Cloathes 
which  was  the  old  Licence  ,*  The  other,  that  of  my 
Lord  o{  Cumherlands,  which  is,  without  flint,  Qvny 
Lord  of  Cmnherland  receiving  Satisfaction  ;)  be  com- 
pounded, into  one  entire  Licence,  without  Hint ;  And 
then,  that  they,  amongft  themlelves,  take  order,  for 
that  profit,  which  hath  been  offered  to  yeur  Majefty. 
This  is  a  plain,  and  known  way,  wherein  your  Ma- 
jcdy,  is  not  an  Adtor,-  onely  it  hath  this,  that  the 
Work,  of  Dying,  and  DrefTing,  Cloathes,  which  hath 
been  fo  much  glorified,  (eemeth  to  be  wholly  relin- 
quiihed,  if  you  leave  there.    The  fecond  \s,  that  there 
be  a  free  Trade,  of  Cloath,  with  this  Difference  ,*  That 
the  Dyed,    and  DrefTed,    pay  no  Cuftom,     and  the 
Whites  Double  Cuftom,  it  being  a  Merchandize  prohibi- 
ted, and  onelv  Hcentiate.     This  continueth  in  life, 
and  fame,  the  Work  defircd,  and  will  have  a  popular 
Applaufe.     But  I  do  confefs,  I  did  ever  think,  that 
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Trading,  in  Companies^  is  mofl:  agreeable  to  the  Eng~ 
lifh  Nature,  which  wanteth  that  fame  general  Vein,  of 
a  Repuhlkk^  which  runneth  in  the  Dutch  ;  And  ferveth 
to  them,  inftead  of  a  Company.  And  therefore,  I 
dare  not  advife,  to  adventure,  this  great  Trade^  of  the 
Kingdom,  (which  hath  been  fb  long,  under  Govern- 
ment,) in  a  free,  or  loofe  Trade.  The  Third  is,  a 
Compounded  Way  of  both,  which  is;  To  go  on,  with 
the  Trade  of  Whites^  by  the  Old  Company  rellored ;  And 
that  your  Majefty's  Profit  be  raifed,  by  Order  amongft 
Themfelves  ,•  Rather  than  by  Double  Cuflom,  wherein 
you  muftbe  the  Ador  :  And  that,  neverthelefs,  there 
be  added  a  Privilege,  to  the  fame  Company,  to  carry 
out  Cloathes  Dyed,  and  Drefled,Cufl:om-free  ;  Which 
will  ftill  continue,  as  a  glorious  Beam  of  your  Maje- 
fty's  Royal  Defign.  I  hope,  and  Wifli,  at  leafl,  that 
this,  which  I  have  written,  may  be  of  ibme  ufe,  to 
your  Majefly,  to  fettle,  by  the  Advice,  of  the  Lords 
about  you,  this  great  Bufinefs.  At  the  lead,  it  is  the 
EfFed:,  of  my  Care,  and  poor  Ability,  which,  if  in 
me  be  any,  it  is  given  me,  to  no  other  end,  but  faith- 
fully ,  to  ferve  your  Majefty.  God  ever  preferve 
you. 

2 J  Febr.  i6i%  XoHr  Majcjlys  mofl  humhle  Subje^, 

and  bounden  Servant^ 

Fr.  BacoK. . 
LXI. 

To  Sir  George  Villiers, 
SIR, 

1  humbly  pray  you,  not  to  think  me  over  hafly,  or 
much  in  Appetite,  if  I  put  you  in  remembrance,  of 
my  motion  of  itrengthening  me,  .with  the  Oath,  and 

Trufl:, 
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Trud  ,  of  a  Privy  Ccuncellor ;  not  for  mine  own 
llrength,  (for  as  to  that,  I  thank  God,  I  am  armed 
within,)  but  for  the  flrength  of  my  Service.The  times, 
I  fubmit  to  you,  who  knoweth  them  beft.  But  fure  I 
am,  there  were  never  times,  which  did  more  require, 
a  Kings  Attorney^  to  be  \\  ell  armed,  and  (as  I  (aid  once 
to  you,3  to  wear  a  Gauntlet,  and  not  a  Glove.  The 
Arraignments  when  they  proceed  ;  the  Contention  be- 
tween the  Chancery  and  Kings  Bench  ;  The  Great  Caufe 
of  the  Rege  inconjulto^v^hlch  is  fo  precious,  to  the  King's 
Prerogative ;  Divers  other  Services,  that  concern  the 
Kings  Revenue,  and  the  repair  of  his  Eftate.  Befides, 
it  pjeafeth  his  Majejly,  to  accept  well  of  my  relations 
touching  his  Bufmefs,-  which  may  feem  a  kind  of/«- 
terlopeing^  Cas  the  Merchants  call  itj  for  one  that  is 
no  Councellor.  But  I  leave  all  unto  you,  thinking 
my  felf  infinitely  bounden  unto  you,  for  your  great 
favours  :  The  beams  whereof  I  fee  plainly,  reflect  up- 
on me,  even  from  others :  So  that  now,  I  have  no 
greater  ambition,  than  this  ;  That,  as  the  King,  fliew- 
eth  himfclf  to  you,the  bdl  Mafterfa  I  mought  be  found 
your  bell:  Servant.  In  which  Wifli  and  Vow,  I  fliall 
ever  relt, 

t?  Febr.  i6i^.  jyi^fi  Devoted  and  Affe^ionate  to 

obey  your  Commands^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 
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LXII. 
To  His  Majefty. 

ft  ma)  pleafe  your  mojl  Excellent  Majefly^ 

AT  my  laft  accefs  to  your  Majefty,  it  was  fit  for 
me  to  confider  the  time,    and  your  Journey, 
which  maketh  me  now  trouble  your  Majcfly  with  a 
remnant  of  that  I  thought  then  to  have  faid  ;  Befides, 
your  Old  Warrant,  and  Commiilion  to  me,  to  advertife 
your  Majefly,  when  you  are  auxs  champs,  ot  any  thing 
that  concern'd  your  Service,  and  my  Place.     I  know 
your  Majefly  is  *  Munquam  minus  folus,  quam  cumfoliu  •  *  Xever 
and  I  confefs  in  regard  of  your  great  Judgment,  (unto  J^is  alone, 
which  nothing  ought  to  be  prefented,  but  well  weigh-  i/hena- 
ed,)  I  could  almoft  wiOi,  that  the  manner  o^Tiberius  lone. 
were  in  ufe  again,  of  whom  Tacit  its  faith,  f  ^os  erat  \\^^q^! 
quamvis  prcefentem  fcripto  adire ;  much  more  in  abfence.  ilom  of 
1  faid  to  your  Majefty,  that  which  I  do  now  repeat,  ^'^^  ^''' 
th^t  the  Evidence  upon  which  my  Lord  of  Somerfet  make 
ftandeth  indidted,  is  of  a  good  ftrong  thread,  confi-  their  Ap- 
dering,  impoyfbning  is  the  darkeft  of  Offences  ,•  but,  J'ot'heEm- 
that  the  thread  mult  be  well  fpun,  and  woven  toge-  peror  in 
ther  :  For  your  MajeHy  knoweth,  it  is  one  thing  to  ^^'I'^^^^^s- 
deal  with  a  Jury  of  Middlefex  and  Londoners,  and  ano- 
ther to  deal  with  the  Peers  ;  whofe  Objeds,  perhaps, 
will  not  be  fo  much  what  is  before  them  in  the  pre- 
fent  Cafe,  (which  I  think  is  as  odious  to  them  as  to 
the  Vulgar,)  but   u'hat  may  be  hereafter.     Befides, 
there  be  two  difadvantages,  we  that  fiiall  give  in  Evi- 
dence Ihal!  meet  with,    fomewhat  confiderable ,•  the 
ene^  that  the  fime  things,  often   open'd,    lofc  their 
frcihnels,  except  there  be  an  afpcrfion  of  fomewhat 
that  is  new  ;  the  other  is,    the  Expeftation   raifed, 

P  '  which 
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which  makes  things  feem  lefs  than  they  are,  becaufe 
they  are  lefs  than  Opinion.  Therefore  I  were  not 
your  Attorney^  nor  my  felf,  if  I  ftiould  not  be  very 
careful,  that  in  this  laft  part,  which  is  the  Pinacle  of 
ti^ieaft"^  your  former  Juftice,  all  things  may  pafs  *  Sine  offendi" 
Offenceor  culo^  finefcrupulo.  Hereupon  I  did  move  two  things, 
Scruple,  v^hich  Qiaving  now  more  fully  explain'd  my  felf)  I  do 
in  all  humblenefs  renew.  Pirfl^  That  your  Majefly 
will  be  careful  to  chufe  a  ^my^jr/^^  of  Judgement,  that 
may  be  able  to  moderate  the  Evidence,  and  cut  ofFDi- 
grefTions;  for  T  may  interrupt  but  I  cannot  filence  ; 
The  other  that  there  may  be  fpecial  care  taken,  for  the 
ordering  the  Evidence,  not  only  for  the  Knitting,  but 
for  the  Lift,  and  (^to  ufe  your  Majelly's  own  words} 
the  confining  of  it.  This  to  do,  if  your  Majefly 
vouchfafe  to  dired:  it  your  felf,  that  is  the  befl ;  if  not, 
I  humbly  pray  you  to  require  my  Lord  Chancellor^  that 
he,  together  with  my  Lord  Chief  Juftke^  will  confer 
with  my  felf,  and  my  fellows,  that  fliall  be  ufed  for 
the  Marfhaliing  and  bounding  of  the  Evidence ;  that 
we  may  have  the  help  of  his  Opinion,  as  well  as  that 
o[  my  Lord  Chief  Ji^Jl ice,  whofe  great  Travels  as  I 
much  commend :  yet  that  fame  Pkrophoria,  or  over 
confidence  doth  always  fubjedt  things  to  a  great  deal  of 
chance. 

There  is  another  bufinefs  proper  for  me  to  crave  of 
your  Majefty  at  this  time,  (as  one  that  have  in  my  eye 
a  great  deal  of  Service  to  be  done,}  concerning  your 
cafual  Revenue ;  but  confidering  Times  and  Perfbns,  I 
defire  to  be  ftrengthened  by  fome  fuch  form  oF  Com- 
mandment, under  your  Royal  Hand,  as  I  fend  you 
here  inclofed.  I  moft  humbly  pray  your  Majefty,  to 
think,  that  I  underfland  my  (hli^  right  well  in  this 
which  I  defire,  and  that  it  tenderh  greatly  to  the  good 
of  your  Service.     The  Warrant  I  mean  not  to  impart, 

but 
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but  upon  jud  occafion,   thus  thirlly  to  hear  of  your 
Majeftjs  good  health,  I  reft. 

li  Jan.  16 1'). 

LXIIL 
To  His  Majefly. 

//  way  pleafeyour  moft  Excellent  Majefly, 

TH  E  lad  day,  when  it  pleafed  your  Majedy,  to 
exprefs  your  (elf  towards  me,  far  above  that  I 
can  dcferve,  or  could  expedt ;  I  was  furprized,  by  the 
Trinces  coming  in  :  I  moll  humbly  pray  your  Majefty 
to  accept  thefe  few  Lines  of  Acknowledgment.  I  ne- 
ver had  great  thought  for  my  felf,  further  than  to 
maintain  thofe  great  thoughts,  which  I  confefs,  I  have 
for  your  Service.  I  know,  what  Honour  is  ,*  and  I 
know,  what  the  times  are  :  But,  I  thank  God,  with  me, 
my  Service  is  the  principal,-and  it  is  far  from  me,under 
Honourable  pretences,  to  cover  bafe  defires ;  which  I 
account  then  to  be,  when  men  refer  too  much  to 
themfelves,  efpecially  ferving  fuch  a  King.  I  am  afraid 
of  nothing,  but  that  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  your 
Excellent  Servant,  and  I  iliall  fall  out,  who  fhall  hold 
your  Stirrop  befl.  But  w^re  you  mounted  and  feated 
without  difficulties,  and  diftaftes,  in  your  Bufinefs,  as 
I  defire  and  hope  to  fee  you ;  I  fliould  ex  animo,  defire 
to  fpend  the  dechnc  of  my  years  ,  in  my  Studies  : 
Wherein  alfo  I  ihould  not  forget,  to  do  him  Honour, 
who,  befides  his  adive  and  Politick  Virtues,  is  the 
befl  Pen  of  Kings,  m.uch  more,  the  bed  fubjed  of  a 
Pen.  God  ever  preferve  your  Majefly. 

I  Apr.  1616. 

Tour  Majejlys  mofl  humble  Suhjeci^j  and  mors 
and  more  Obliged  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 
P  1  LXIV. 
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LXIV. 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

S  I  Ry 

I  Thought  it  convenient  to  give  his  Majefty  an  Ac- 
count of  that  which  his  Majefty  gave  me  in  charge 
in  general,  referving  the  Particulars  for  his  coming  ; 
and  I  find  it  necefTary  to  know  his  Pleafure  in  fome 
things,  e'er  I  could  farther  proceed. 

My  Lord  Chancellor^  and  my  Self,  fpent  Thurfelay  2ind 
Yeflerday,  the  whole  Forenoons  of  both  days,  in  the 
Examination  of  Sir  Rohert  Cotton^  whom  we  find  hi- 
therto but  empty,  fave  onely  in  the  great  Point  of  the 
treaty  with  Spain. 

This  Examination  was  taken  before  his  Majefly's 
Warrant  came  to  Mr.  Vke  Chamherlain^  for  communi- 
cating unto  us  the  Secrets  of  the  Penfions  :  Which 
Warrant  I  received  Yeflerday  morning  being  Friday^ 
and  a  meeting  was  appointed  at  my  Lord  Chancello/Sy 
in  the  Evening,  after  Council  :  Upon  which  Confer- 
ence, we  find  matter  of  farther  Examination  for  Sir 
Robert  Cotton,  of  fome  new  Articles,  whereupon  to 
Examine  Somerfet.  and  of  entring  into  Examination  of 
Sir  William  Mounfon. 

Wherefore,  firft  for  Scmerfet,  being  now  ready  to 
proceed  to  Examine  him,  we  flay  onely  upon  the  Duke 
of  Lenox,  who  it  fecmeth  is  fallen  Sick,  and  keepeth 
in  ',  without  whom,  we  neither  think  it  Warranted  by 
his  Majedy's  Diredion,  nor  agreeable  to  his  intention, 
that  we  (hould  proceed ;  For  that  will  want,  which 
fhould  fweeten  the  Cup  of  Medicine ,  he  being  his 
Country-man  and  Friend,     Herein   then  we  humbly 

crave 
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crave  his  Majefly's  Direction  ,  with  all  convenient, 
fpeed,  whether  we  iliall  expedl  the  Duke's  recovery, 
or  proceed  by  our  felves,-  or  that  his  Majefty  will 
think  of  feme  Other  Perfbn  (quaUfied  according  to  his 
Majefty's  Jufl  Intention,)  to  be  joyned  witli  us.  I  re- 
member wc  had  (pcech  v/ith  his  Majefly  of  my  Lord 
Hay^  and  I,  for  m.y  part,  can  think  of  no  other,  ex- 
cept it  fhould  be  my  Lord  Chancellor  Oi  Scotland^  for  my 
Lord  Binning  may  be  thought  too  near  Allied. 

I  am  farther  to  know  his  Majeily's  Pleafure  concern- 
ing the  day  ;  for  my  Lord  Chancellor^  and  I  conceived 
his  Majefly  to  have  defigned  the  Monday  and  Tuefday 
after  St.  George^  Feaft;  and  neverthelefs  we  conceived 
alfb,  that  his  MajeRy  underllood  that  the  Examinations 
of  Somerfet  about  tliis  ,  and  otherwife  touching  the 
Spanifh  Pradtice?,  fliould  firfl  be  put  to  a  point  ,•  which- 
wili  not  be  poffible,  as  time  cometh  on,  by  reafon  of 
the  accident  of  the  Duke's  Sicknefs,  and  the  caufe  we 
find  of  Sir  iVillisim  Mounfons  Examination,  and  that  di- 
vers of  the  Peers  are  to  be  fent  for ,  from  remote 
Places. 

It  may  Pleafe  his  Majefty  therefore5to  take  into  con- 
fideration,  whether  the  days  may  not  well  be  put  off 
till  Wenfday  and  Thurfday  after  the  Term,  which  endeth 
on  the  Monday y  being  the  iVenfday  and  Thurfday  bcfoi  e 
Whitfontide ',  or,  if  that  pleafe  not  his  Majefty,  (in  re- 
(pe<5t  it  may  be  his  Majeily  will  be  then  in  Town,where- 
as  thefe  Arraignments  have  been  ftill  in  his  Majefty 's- 
abfence  from  Town,}  then  to  take  Monday  and  Tuefday 
after  Trinity  Sunday^  being  the  Monday  and  Tuefday  be. 
fore  Trinity  Term. 

Now  for  Sir  William  Mounfon^  if  it  be  his  Majefly 's 
Pleafure  that  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  I  (liali  proceed  to  ■ 
the  Examination  of  him^for  that  of  the  Duke  o^  Lenox 
differs,  in  that  there  is  not  the  like  caufc  as  in  that  of 

Sornei''  ■ 
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SotnerfetJ  then  his  Majefly  may  be  pleafed  to  dired: 
his  Commandraent  and  Warrant  to  my  Lord  Chief  Ju^ 
Jiice,  to  deliver  unto  me  the  Examination  he  took  of 
Sir  William  Mout^fon^  that  thofe  Joyned  to  the  Infor- 
mation which  we  have  received  from  Mr.  Vice  Cham' 
herlain^  may  be  full  indrudions  unto  us  for  his  Exami- 
nation. Farther,  I  pray  let  his  Majefty  know,  that  on 
ThurJJay  in  the  Evening,  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  and  my 
fell  attended  my  Lord  Chancellor  at  his  Houfe,  for  the 
fettling  that  Scruple  which  his  Majefly  mod  Juftly 
conceived  in  the  Examination  of  the  Laefy  Somerfet ;  at 
which  time,  reding  on  his  Majedy's  Opinion,  that  that 
*  Accord-  Evidence,  as  it  dandeth  now  uncleared,  mud  *  Secun. 
LawsV^  <^^w  leges  jan(£  cofjfcienti^  bs  laidafide;  The  quedion 
Good  was,  whether  we  fliould  leave  it  out,  or  try  what  are- 
Conici-  examination  of  my  Lady  Somerfet  would  produce  > 
Whereupon  we  agreed  upon  a  reexamination  of  my 
Lady  Somerfet,  which  my  Lord  Chief  Judice  and  I  have 
appointed  for  Monday  Morning.  J  was  bold  at  that 
Meeting  to  put  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  a  pofmg  Quedi- 
on; which  was,  Whether  that  Opinion  which  his  Bre- 
thren had  given  upon  the  whole  Evidence,  and  he  had 
reported  to  his  Majedyj  viz.  Ihat  it  was  good  Evi- 
dence, in  their  Opinions,  to  Convid  my  Lord  of  .St?- 
merfet,  was  not  Grounded  upon  this  part  of  the  Evi- 
dence now  to  be  omitted,  as  well  as  upon  the  reft.  Who 
anfwered  pofitively,  No  ,•  and  they  never  faw  the  Ex- 
pofition  of  the  Letter,  but  the  Letter  only. 

The  fame  Thurfday  Evening,  before  we  enter'd  in- 
to this  lad  matter,  and  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Secreta^ 
ry  Winwood  (  who  left  us  w  hen  we  went  to  the  former 
bufmefs, }  we  had  Conference  concerning  the  Frauds, 
and  abufive  Grants  paded  to  the  prejudice  of  His  Ma- 
-  jedy's  State  of  Revenue;  where  my  Lord  Chief  Ju- 
flice  made  fome  Relation  of  his  Colledions  which  he 

had 
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had  made  of  that  kind  ,•  of  which  I  will  only  fay  this, 
that  I  heard  nothing  that  was  New  to  me,  and  I  found 
my  Lord  C/;^;/cf//^r  in  divers  Particulars,  more  ready 
than  I  found  him.  We  grew  to  a  Diilribution  both  of 
Times  and  of  Matters^  tor  we  agreed  what  to  begin 
with  presently,  and  what  fliould  follow,  and  alfo  we 
had  Confideration  what  was  to  be  hoi  pen  by  Law, 
what  by  Equity,  and  what  by  Parliament ,  Wherein  I 
muft  confefs,  that  in  the  laft  of  thefe  (  of  which  my 
Lord  Chief  Jujlice  made  mofl;  Account)  I  make  mofl 
Doubt.  But  the  Conclufion  was,  That  upon  this  En- 
trance, I  ihould  advife  and  confer  at  large  with  my 
Lord  Chief  Juflice,  and  fet  things  in  Work.  The  par- 
ticulars I  refer  till  His  Majefly's  coming. 

The  learned  Council  have  attended  me  twice  at  my 
Chamber,  to  confer  upon  that  which  his  Majefly  gave 
us  in  Commandment,  for  our  Opinion  upon  the  Cafe 
fet  down  by  my  Lord  Chancellor^  whether  the  Statutes 
extend  to  it  or  no,  Wherein  we  are  more  and  more 
edifyed  and  confirmed,  that  they  do  not;  and  Ihall 
ihortly  fend  our  Report  to  his  Majefly. 

Sir  I  hope  you  wdll  bear  me  Witnefs,  I  have  not 
been  Idle  ,•  but  all  is  nothing  to  the  Duty  I  owe  his 
Majefty,  for  his  fmgular  Favours  pad  and  prefent,  fup- 
plying  all  with  Love  and  Prayers  I  red, 

^pj.  J,  Tour  true  Friend  and  devoted 

16  \6.  Servant. 

Fra.  Sacon. 
LXV. 
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LXV. 

To  Sir  Qeor^c  Vtlliers. 

SIR, 

I  Received  from  you  a  Letter  of  very  brief  and  clear 
Dircdions,  and  I  think  it  a  great  Blefiing  of  God 
upon  me  and  my  Labours,  that  my  Diredions  come 
by  fo  clear  a  Conduit,  as  they  receive  no  Tin  dure  in 
the  PafTage. 

Yeflerday  my  Lord  Chancellor,  theDukeof  if^/cx, 
and  my  Self,  fpent  the  whole  Afternoon  at  the  low- 
er, in  the  Examination  of  Somcrfet^  upon  the  Articles 
fent  from  his  Majelf}^,  and  fome  other  Additional, 
which  were  in  Efted  contained  in  the  former,  but  ex- 
tended to  more  particularity,  by  Occafion  of  fome- 
what  difcovcred  by  Cottons  Examination,  and  Mr.  f^ke*' 
Chamherlatns  Information. 

He  is  full  of  Proteflations ,  and  would  fain  keep 
that  quarter  towards  Spain  clear  -,  ufing  but  this  for  Ar- 
gument, That  he  had  fuch  Fortunes  from  his  Majefty, 
as  he  could  not  think  of  bettering  his  Conditions  from 
Spain ,  becaufe  (^as  he  faid)  he  was  no  military  Man. 
He  Cometh  nothing  fo  far  on  (  for  that  which  concern- 
erh  the  Treaty  }  as  Cotton  which  doth  much  aggravate 
Sufpicion  againO:  him.  The  farther  Particulars  I  re- 
ferve  to  his  Majefly's  coming. 
*  As  it  In  the  end,  "^  tanqi^am  Obiter,  but  very  effedually, 

were  by     j-j-jy  Lord   Chancellor  put  him  in  mind  of  the  State  he 
^'•''^'^'      ilood  in  for  the  Impnfonment  ;  but  he  was  little  mo- 
ved with  ir,  and  pretended  carelefnefs  of  life,  {ince 
Ignominy  had  made  him   unfit  for  his  M^jedy's  Ser- 
vice.    I  am  of  Opinion,  that  the  fair  uuige  of  him, 

as 
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as  it  u'ls  fit  for  the  Spanifl)  Examinations,  and  for  the 
Queftions  touching  the  Papers  and  Difpatches,  and  all 
that ;  fb  it  was  no  good  Preparative,  to  make  him 
defcend  intohimfelf  touching  his  prefent  danger;  And 
therefore  my  Lord  Chaaceiior  and  my  SqU,  thought 
not  good  to  infifi:  upon  it  at  this  time. 

I  have  received  from  my  Lord  Chief  Juflke,  the  Ex- 
amination of  Sir  William  Mounfon ;  with  whom  we 
mean  to  proceed  to  farther  Examination  with  all  fpeed. 
My  Lord  Chief  'Juftice  is  altered  touching  the  Re- 
examination ofthe  Lady,  and  defired  me  that  we  might 
(lay  till  he  fpake  with  his  Majefty,  faying  it  could  be 
no  cafting  back  to  the  Bufinefs  which  I  did  approve. 

My  Self  with  the  reft  of  my  Fellows,  upon  due  and 
mature  Advice ,  perfected  our  Report  touching  the 
Chancery ;  for  the  receiving  whereof^  I  pray  you  put 
his  Majefty  in  mind,  at  his  coming,  to  appoint  fbme 
time  for  us  to  wait  upon  him  all  together,  for  the  De- 
livery in  of  the  fame,  as  we  did  in  our  former  Certi- 
ficate. 

For  the  Revenue  matters,  I  referve  them  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  coming  ,*  and  in  the  mean  time,  I  doubt  nor 
but  Mr.  Secretary  Wimvood  will  make  fbme  kind  of 
Report  thereof  to  His  Majefty. 

For  the  Conclufion  of  your  Letter  concerning  my 
own  Comfort,  [  can  but  lay  the  Pfalm  of  "  duid  retrihu-  x-  ^^.,3^ 
am  ?  God  that  giveth  me  Favour  in  his  Majefty 's  Eyes,  ftaiiirea. 
will  ftl-engthen  me  in  his  Majefty's  Service.     I  ever '^"^^ 
reft 

April  I  s,  "^onr  true  and  devoted 

^^i^.'  Servant. 

Fra.  Sacou 
Q  T« 
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To  requite  your  Poflfcrtpt  of  Excufefor  (cribling,  I 
pray  you  excufe  that  the  Paper  is  not  gilt ,  I  writing 
from  WeftmhJier.Hdl  where  we  are  not  ib  fine. 


LXVI. 

A  Letter  to   the    KING,     with  His  Majejlys 
OhferVations  upon  it. 

It  may  pleafeyour  moft  Excellent  Majefly^ 

YOur  Majefly  hath  put  me  upon  a  Work  of  Provi- 
dence in  this  great  Caufe^  which  is  to  break  and 
diftinguidi  future  Events  into  prefent  Cafes,-  and  fo  to 
prefent  them  to  your  Royal  Judgement,  that  in  this 
Adion  which  hath  been  carried  with  fo  great  Pru- 
dence ;  Judice ;  and  Clemency  ,•  there  may  be,  (  for 
that  which  remaineth,}  as  little  Surprize  as  is  poflible; 
But  that  things  duly  forefeen  may  have  their  Reme- 
dies and  DireS:ions  in  readinefs*  wherein  I  cannot  for- 
get what  the  Poet  Martial  faith  ,•  0  (luantum  eft  fuhttis 
cafihus  tYigeniuml  Signifying,  that  Accident  is  many 
times  more  fubtil  than  Forefight,  and  over-reacheth 
Expedation ;  and  befides,  I  know  very  well  the  mean- 
nefs  of  my  own  Judgement,  in  comprehending  or  fore- 
cafting  what  may  follow. 

It  was  your  Majefty's  Pleafure  alfo ,  that  I  (hould 
couple  the  Suppofition  with  my  Opinion  in  every  of 
them,  which  is  a  harder  Task,-  but  yet  your  Majefty's 
Commandment  requireth  my  Obedience,  and  your 
Truft  giveth  me  AfTurance. 

I 
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J  will  put  the  In  this  Cafe,  it  feemeth  your 
Cafe,  which  I  wifli  ,♦  Majefty  will  have  a  new  Confult. 
that  ^ow^rj^/ (hould  the  Points  whereof  will  be  (i  } 
make  a  clear  Con-  Whether  your  Majefly  will  day 
feflion  of  his  OtTen-  the  Tryal,  and  fo  fave  them  both 
ces ,  before  he  be  from  the  Stage,  and  that  pub- 
produced  to  Tryal.  lick  Ignominy.  Or   C^O  Whe- 

Rex.  /  fay  with  ther  you  will  (  or  may  fitly  by 

Apollo, t Medio tu-  Law)  have  the  Tryal  proceed,  trhemid- 

tills  itur,  //  it  way  and  flay  or  reprieve  the  Jn^ge-  ^^^  way  is 

ftand  with  Law;  and  ment ,    which  faveth  the  Lands  ^^^^^^• 

//  it  cannot,  when  I  from  Forfeiture,  and  the  Blood 

fhall   hear  that  he  from  Corruption.  Or  (  3.)  VVhe- 

confejfeth ,    I  am  to  ther  you  will   have  both  Tryal 

tnake  Choice  of  the  and  Judgement  proceed  and  fave 

fir  ft  or  the  lafl,  the  Blood  only,  not  from  cor- 
rupting, but  from  (pilling. 

Thefe  be  the  Depths  of  your  Majefly's  Mercy  which 
I  may  not  enter  into,-  but  for  Honour  and  Reputation 
they  have  thefe  grounds. 

That  the  Blood  of  Overhury  is 
already  revenged  by  divers  Exe- 
cutions. 

That  Confefton  and  Penitency 
are  the  Footftools  of  Mercy,  ad- 
ding this  Circumflance  like  wife, 
that  the  former  Offenders  did 
none  of  them  make  a  clear  Con- 
felTion. 

That  the  great  Dov/nfall  of 
fb  great  Perfons  carrieth  in  it 
^t\i,  a  heavy  Judgement  and  a 
kind  of  a  civil  Death,  although 
their  Lives  Ihould  not  be  taken, 
(Iz  All 
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All  which  may  fatisfte  Honour  for  fparlng  their  Lives. 
But  if  your  Majefly's  Mercy  Ihould  extend  to  the  firil 
Degree,  which  is  the  higheft  of  fparing  the  Stage  and 
the  Tryal ;  then  three  things  are  to  be  confidered. 

Rex.  This  Article  /vr/?,  That  they  make  fuch  a 
cannot  he  mended  in  Submiffion  or  Deprecation  as 
foint  thereof.  they  proflrate  themfelves,  and  all 

that  they  have,  at  your  Majefty's 
Feet,  imploring  your  Mercy. 

Secondly ;  That  your  Majefty, 
in  your  own  Wifdom,  do  advife 
what  Courfe  you  will  take,  for 
the  utter  extinguiftiing  of  all 
hopes  of  refufcitating  of  their 
Fortunes  and  Favour;  whereof  if 
there  fhould  be  the  leaft  Conceit,^ 
it  will  leave  in  Men  a  great  deal 
of  Envy  and  Difcontent. 
\  And  laflly ;  whether  your  Ma» 

jefty  will  not  fuffer  it  to  be 
thought  abroad,  that  there  is  a 
Caufe  of  farther  Examination  of 
Somerfet,  concerning  matters  of 
Eflate,  after  he  fhall  begin  once 
to  be  a  Confeflant,  and  fo  make 
as  well  a  Politick  Ground  as  a 
groando^ Clemency  for  farther  flay. 

And  for  the  (econd  Degree  of  Proceeding  to  Tryal, 
and  flaying  Judgement,  I  muft  better  Inform  my  felf, 
by  Frefidents  and  advife  with  my  Lord  Chancellor. 


The 
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The  Second  Cafe 
is,  if  that  fall  out 
which  is  liked  Cas 
things  ftand  and 
which  we  expecfl^ 
which  is,  that  the 
Larly  conit^s  :  And 
that  Somerfet  him- 
(elf  plead  not  guil- 
ty ,  and  be  found 
guilty. 

Rex.  //  ft  ay  of 
Ju€lgement  can  ft  and 
with  the  Law^  I 
could  even  w'tft)  it 
in  this  Cafe :  In  all 
the  reft  the  Article 
cannot  he  mended. 


In  this  Cafe  fir  ft ,  I  fuppofe 
your  Majefty  will  not  think  of 
any  flay  of  Judgement,  but  that 
the  publick  Procefs  of  Jufdcc 
pafs  on. 

6>econdIy,  For  your  Mercy  ta 
be  extended  to  both,  for  Pardon 
of  their  Execution,  I  have  part- 
ly touched  in  the  Confiderations 
applyed    to  the    former   Cafe; 
whereunto  may  be  added,  that 
as  there  is  ground  of  Mercy  for 
her,  upon  her  Penitency,    and 
free  Confe(rion,and  will  be  much 
more    upon  his  iinding  guilty  ,• 
becaufe  the  Malice  on  his  pare 
will  be  thought  the  deeper  Source 
of  the  Offence;  fo  there  will  be 
ground   for  Mercy,  on  his  part 
upon  the  nature  of  the  Proof,  and 
becaufe  it  reds  chiefly  upon  Pre- 
fumptions.  For  certainly,  there 
may  be  an  Evidence  fo  balanced, 
as  it  may  have  fuiiicient  matter 
for  the  Confcience  of  the  Peers 
to  convidl  him,  and   yet  leave 
luiEcient  matter  in  the  Confci- 
ence of  a  King  upon  the  fame 
Evidence,   to  pardon  his  Life,- 
becaufe  the  Peers   are  aftringed 
by  Necefiity,  either  to  acquit  cr 
condemn;    but    Grace    is  free. 
And  for  my  parr,    I  think  the 
Evidence    in    this    prefent  Cafe 
will  be  of  (uch  a  Nature. 

thirds 
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Thirdly  ;  it  ihall  be  my  Care 
fo  to  moderate  the  manner  of 
charging  him,  as  it  might  make 
him  not  odious  beyond  the  Ex- 
tent of  Mercy. 

Rex,  That  Dan-  Laftly ;  all  thefe  points  of  Mer- 
ger i's  well  to  he  for e^  cy  and  Favour,  are  to  be  under- 
Jeen^  left  he  upon  the  flood  with  this  Limitation,  if  he 
one  part  commit  un-  do  not  by  his  Contemptuous,  and 
pardonable  Errors ,  Infolent  Carriage  at  the  Barr , 
and  I  on  the  other  make  himfelf  uncapable  and  un- 
part  feem  to  punijh  worthy  of  them. 
him  in  the  Spirit  of 
Revenge. 

The  thirdCafe  is.  In  this  Cafe,  I  Ihould  think  ^t, 

if  he  fliould  (land  that,  as  in  Publick,  both  my  M^^ 
Mute,  and  will  not  and  chiefly  my  I^rd  Chancellor, 
plead, whereof  your  (fitting  then  as  Z.W  Steward  oi 
Majefty  knoweth ,  England)  fhould  dehort  and  de- 
there  hath  been  ter  him  from  that  Defpcration ; 
(bme  Secret  Que-  fb  neverthelefs ,  that  as  much 
ftion.  (hould  be  done  for  him,  as  was 

done  for  XVe[lon,  which  was  to 
adjourn  the  Court  for  Tome  days, 
upon  a  Chriftian  Ground ,  that 
he  may  have  time  to  turn  from 
Rex.  this  Article  that  mind  of  deftroying  himfelf,- 
cannot  he  mended.  during  which   time  your  Maje- 

lly's    farther  Pleafure    may   be 
known. 


Tiie 
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The  fourth  Cafe 
is  that,  which  I 
(hould  be  very  for- 
ry  it  fliould  hap- 
pen ;  but  it  is  a  fu- 
ture Contingent  ; 
that  is  if  the  Peers 
fliould  acquit  him 
and  find  him  not 
Guilty. 


A 


Rex.  This  hfo  aU 


In  this  Cafe  the  Lord  Steward 
mufl  be  provided  what  to  do. 
For  as  it  hath  been  never  feen, 
(^  as  T  conceive  it  }  that  there 
fliould  be  any  reje(5l-ing  of  the 
Verdi^^  or  any  rcfpiting  of  the 
'judgment  of  the  Acquittal,  fo  on 
the  other  fide,  this  Cafe  requircth, 
that  becaufe  there  be  many  high 
and  heinous  Offences,  (though 
not  Capital}  for  which  he  may 
be  quefiioned  in  the  Star  Cham' 
her^  or  otherwife,  that  there  be 
fbme  touch  of  that  in  general,  at 
the  Conclufionjby  my  Lord  Stew' 
ard  of  England^  And  therefore 
he  be  remanded  to  the  Tovoer ,  as 
clofe  Prifoner, 


For  matter  of  Examination,  or  other  Proceedings  5 
my  Lord  Chancellor^  with  my  Advice  hath  fet  down. 

To  morrow^  being  Monday,  for  the  Re-examination 
of  the  Lady. 

Wednefday  next,  for  the  meeting  of  the  Judges, 
concerning  the  Evidence. 

Thurfday^  for  the  Examination  of  Somerfet  himfelfp 
according  to  your  Majefly's  Inflru(5tions. 

Which  three  parts,  when  they  Oiall  be  performed,  I 
will  give  your  Majefiy  Advcrtifement  with  fpeed,  and 
in  the  mean  time  be  glad  to  receive  from  your  Majefiy 
Q  whom  it  is  my  part  to  inform  truly  }  iuch  Dired:i- 
ons,  or  fignifications  of  your  Plcafure,  as  this  Advcr- 
tifement may  induce,  and  that  vvith fpeed,  becaufe  the 
time  Cometh  on :  Well  remembring  who  is  the  Perfon, 

whom 
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whom  your  Majedy  admitted  to  this  Secret ;  I  Iiave 
Tent  this  Letter  open  unto  him,  that  it  may  take  your 
Majefly's  times  to  report  it,  or  fliew  it  unto  you  ,•  allu- 
ring my  felf  that  nothing  is  more  firm  than  his  Trufr, 
tyed  to  your  Majefly's  Commandments. 

April  18.  Tour  Majeftys,  mod  hum  lie  and  mofi 

i^i^-  bomden   Suhjeti  and  Servant. 

Fr.  Bacon 


LXVII. 

To  Sir  George  Villi ers. 

S  I  R, 

I  have  received  my  Letter  from  his  Majedy,  with 
his  Marginal  Notes,  which  fliall  be  my  Diredions, 
being  glad  to  perceive  I  underfland  his  Majefiy  Co  well. 
That  fame  little  Charm,  which  may  be  (ecretly  infufed 
into  Somerfeis  Ear  fome  few  hours  before  his  Tryal, 
was  excellently  well  thought  of  by  his  Majefiy,  and  I 
do  approve  it,  both  for  matter  and  time  ;  only  if  it 
feem  good  to  his  Maje%,  I  would  wi(h  it  a  little  en- 
larged :  For  if  it  be  no  more  than  to  fpare  his  Blood, 
he  hath  a  kind  of  proud  humor,  which  may  over- work 
the  Medicine.     Therefore  I  could  wilh  it  were  made  a 
little  flronger,  by  giving  him  ibme  hopes  that  his  Ma- 
jefiy will  be  good  to  his  Lady,  and  Child;  and  that 
time  (^when  Juflice,  and  his  Majefly's  Honour,  is  once 
faved  and  fatisHed  3  may  produce  farther  Fruit  of  his 
Majefly's  Compaflion  :  which  was  to  be  feen  in  the  Ex- 
ample of  Southampton^  whom   his  Majefiy,  after  At- 
tainder, rellored ;  and  Cohham  and  Gray,  to  whom  his 

Ma- 
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Majefty  notwithllanding  they  were  OfFenders  againfl: 
his  own  Perfon  )  yet  he  fpared  their  Lives  ;  and  for 
Gray^  his  Majefty  gave  him  back  (bme  part  of  his  E- 
(late,  and  was  upon  Point  to  deUver  him  much  more ; 
He  having  been  (b  highly  in  his  Majefty's  Favour,  may 
hope  well,  if  he  hurt  not  himfelfby  his  publick  Mil- 
demeanour. 

For  the  Perfon  that  (hould  deliver  this  Meflage,  I 
am  not  fo  well  feen  in  the  Region  of  his  Friends,  as 
to  be  able  to  make  Choice  of  a  Particular  ,•  my  Lord 
Treafurer  ^  the  Lord  Knollys,  or  any  of  his  nearefl 
Friends,  fhould  not  be  trufted  with  it ;  for  they  may 
go  too  far,  and  perhaps,  work  contrary  to  his  Maje- 
fty's  Ends.  Thofe  which  occur  to  me,  are  my  Lord 
Hay^  my  Lord  Burleigh^  (of  England^  I  mean)  and 
Sir  Robert  Carre. 

My  Lady  Somerfet  hath  been  re-examined,  and  his 
Majefly  is  found,  both  a  true  Prophet,  and  a  mo{[  jufl 
King,  in  that  Scruple  he  made  :  For  now  She  expound- 
eth  the  Word  He,  that  iliould  (end  the  Tarts  to  E hay's 
Wife,  to  be  of  Overhury,  and  not  of  Somerfet;  But 
for  the  Perfon  that  (hould  bid  her,  ihe  faith,  it  was 
Northampton,  or  Wefton,  not  pitching  upon  certainty, 
which  giveth  feme  Advantage  to  the  Evidence. 

Yefterday  being  Wednefday,  I  fpent  four  or  five 
liours  with  the  fudges,  whom  his  Majefty  defign'd  to 
take  Confideration  with  the  iom  Judges  oi  t\\Q  Kings 
Bench,  of  the  Evidence  againft  Somerfet,  They  all 
concur  in  Opinion,  that  the  queflioning ,  and  draw- 
ing him  on  to  Tryal,  is  mod  honourable  and  jull,  and 
that  the  Evidence  is  fair  ^d  good. 

His  Majeily's  Letter  to  the  Judges  concerning  the 
Commendams  was  full  of  Magnanimity  and  Wiidom. 
I  perceive  his  Majefty  is  never  lefs  alone,  than  when 
he  is  alone  ,•  for  1  am  fure  there  was  no  body  by  him 

R  to 
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to  inform  him,  which  made  me  admire  it  the  more. 

The  Judges  have  given  a  Day  over,  till  the  fecond 
Satterday  of  the  next  Term  ;  fo  as  that  matter  may 
endure  farther  Confideration,  for  his  Majefty  not  only 
not  to  lofe  Ground,  but  to  win  Ground. 

To  morrow  is  appointed  for  the  Examination  of  .So 
merfet ^whxch.  by  fbme  Infirmity  of  the  Duke  of  Lenox ^ 
was  put  off  from  this  day.  When  this  is  done,  I  will 
write  more  fully,  ever  refting, 

May  \.  i6i6,  four  true  and  devoted  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 


LXVIII. 

To  Sir  George  ViUiers. 

SIR, 

IAm  far  enough  from  Opinion,  that  the  Redinte- 
gration or  Refufcitation  of  Somerjet's  Fortune  can 
ever  ftand  with  his  Majeity's  Honour  and  Safety  ,•  and 
therein  I  think  I  expreft  my  felf  fully  to  his  Majefly  in 
one  of  my  former  Letters ;  and  I  know  well  any  ex- 
pe<5lation  or  thought  abroad  will  do  much  hurt.  But 
yet  the  Glimmering  of  that  which  the  King  hath  done 
to  others  by  way  of  talk  to  him,  cannot  hurt  as  I  con- 
ceive ;  but  I  would  not  have  that  part  of  the  Meflage 
as  from  the  King,  but  added  by  the  Meffenger,  as  from 
hirafelf.  This  I  remit  to  his  Majefly's  Princely  Judge- 
ment. 

For  the  Perfon,  though  he  tru0  the  Lieutenant  well, 
yet  it  muft  be  fome  new  Man  ,•  For  in  thefe  Cafes,  that 

which 
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which  is  ordinary  worketh  not  fo  great  ImprelTions  as 
that  which  is  new  and  extraordinary. 

The  time  I  wifh  to  be  the  tuefday^  being  the  Even  of 
his  Ladys  Arraignment.  For  as  his  Majelly  firft  con- 
ceived, I  would  not  have  it  flay  in  his  Stomack  too 
long,  left  it  fowre  in  the  digeftion;  and  to  be  too  near 
the  time,  may  be  thought  to  tune  him  for  that  day. 

I  fend  here  withall  the  fubftance  of  that  which  I 
purpole  to  fay  nakedly,  and  only  in  that  part  which  is 
of  Tendcrnefs  ,•  for  that  I  conceive  was  his  Majefty's 
meaning. 

It  will  be  neceflary,  becaufe  I  have  diftributed  parts 
to  the  two  Serjeants^  (as  that  Paper  doth  exprefs,) 
and  they  underftand  nothing  of  his  Majefty's  plea- 
fure  of  the  manner  of  Carrying  the  Evidence,  more 
than  they  may  guefs  by  Obfervation  of  my  Example, 
(which  they  may  afcribe  as  much  to  my  nature,  as  to 
direction  j)  Therefore  that  his  Majeffy  would  be  plea- 
fed  to  write  fbme  ^qw  words  to  us  all.  Signed  with  his 
own  hand,  that  the  matter  it  felf  being  Tragical  enough, 
bitternefs  and  infulting  be  forborn ;  and  that  we  re- 
member our  part,  to  be  to  make  him  Delinquent  to  the 
Peers,  and  not  odious  to  the  People.  That  part  of  the 
Evidence  of  the  Ladys  Expofition  of  the  Pronoun  (/;^) 
which  was  firft  caught  hold  of  by  me,  and  afterwards 
by  his  Majefty's  fmgular  Wifdom  and  Confcience,  ex- 
cepted to,  and  now  is  by  her  reexamination  retract- 
ed, I  have  given  order  to  Serjeant  Montague,  Cwithin 
whofe  part  it  falleth)  to  leave  it  out  of  the  Evidence. 
I  do  yet  crave  pardon,  if  I  do  not  certifie  touching  the 
Point  of  Law  for  refpiting  the  Judgement,  for  I  have 
not  fully  advifed  with  my  Lord  Chancellor  concerning 
it,  but  I  will  advertifeit  in  time. 

I  fend  his  Majefty  the  Lord  Steward's  Commiffion  in 
two  feveral  Inftruments,  the  one  to  remain  with  my 

R  1  Lord 


11^  Letters  and  Memoir es 

Y^ordi  Chancellor^  which  is  that  which  is  written  in  Se- 
cretary hand  for  his  Warrant,  and  is  to  pafs  the  Sig- 
net ;  the  other ^  that  whereunto  the  Great  Seal  is  to  be 
affixed,  which  is  in  Chancery. h^v\d^  his  Majefty  is  to 
Sign  them  both,  and  to  tranfmit  the  former  to  the 
Signet,  if  the  Secretaries  either  of  them  be  there,  and 
both  of  them  to  be  returned  to  me  with  all  fpeed,  I 
ever  reft, 

May  ^  i6i6.  four  truc  and  devoted  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 

LXIX. 
TotheYil^G, 

May  Itpleafeyour  Majefly, 

WE  have  done  our  beft  Endeavours  to  perform 
your  Majefty's  Commiffion,  both  in  matter 
and  manner,  for  the  Examination  of  my  Lord  Somer- 
fet ;  wherein  that  which  paffed  (for  the  General)  was 
to  this  effect ;  That  he  was  to  know  his  own  Cafe,  for 
that  his  day  of  Try^/ could  not  be  far  ciT;  but  that  this 
days  work  was  that  which  would  conduce  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's Juftice  little  or  nothing,  but  to  your  mercy 
much,  if  he  did  lay  hold  upon  it  ,*  and  therefore, 
might  do  him  good  »  but  could  do  him  no  hurt; 
For  as  for  your  Juftice,  there  had  been  great  and 
grave  Opinion,  not  only  of  fuch  Judges,  as  he  may 
think  violent,  but  of  the  moft  faddeft  and  moft  tempe- 
rate of  the  Kingdom,  who  ought  to  underftand  the 
ftate  of  the  Proofs,  that  the  Evidence  was  full  to  con- 
vid:  him,  fo  as  there  needeth  neither  Confeflion,  nor 

fupply 
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fupply  of  Examination.  But  for  your  Majefly's  mercy 
(^although  he  were  not  to  exped:  we  Ihould  make 
any  promife}  we  did  aflure  him,  that  your  Majefly 
was  Companionate  of  him,if  he  gave  you  fome  ground 
whereon  to  work  ,•  that  as  long  as  he  flood  upon  his 
Innocency,  and  Tryal,  your  Majefly  was  tycd  in  ho- 
nour to  proceed  according  to  Juftice  ;  and  that  he  Htde 
undcrftood  (^being  a  Clofe  Prifoner}  how  much  the  ex. 
peBat'ion  of  the  World,  befides  your  hve  to  Juftke  it 
lelf  ingaged  your  Majefly,  whatfoever  your  Inclinati- 
ons were :  But  neverthelefs,  that  a  frank  and  clear 
ConfefTion  might  open  the  Gate  of  Mercy,  and  he]p  to 
fatisfie  the  Point  of  Honour. 

That  his  Lady  (as  he  knew,  and  that  after  many 
Oaths  and  Imprecations  to  the  contrary}  had  never- 
thelefs in  the  end,  been  touched  with  remorfe,  con-- 
lelTed  that  fhe  that  led  him  to  Offend,  might  lead  him 
likewife  to  repent  of  his  OiTcnce.  That  the  ConfefTi- 
on of  one  of  them  could  not  fitly  do  either  of  them 
much  good,  but  the  Confefiion  of  both  of  them  might 
work  fbme  farther  efFed:  towards  both.  And  there- 
fore, in  conclufion,  wewifh'd  him  nottofhut  the  Gate 
of  your  Majefly's  mercy  againfl  himfelf,  by  being 
obdurate  any  longer.  This  was  the  effedl  of  that 
which  was  fpoken,  part  by  one  of  us,  part  by  ano- 
ther, as  it  fell  out,  adding  farther  that  he  might  well 
difcern  who  fpake  in  us,  in  the  courfe  we  held  ,•  for 
that  Commijftoners  for  Examination  might  not  prefume 
fo  far  of  themlelves. 

Not  to  trouble  your  Majefly  with  Ciriumfrances  of 
his  Anfwers,  the  fequell  was  no  other,  but  that  we 
found  him  flill,  not  to  come  any  degree  farther  en  to 
confefs,'  onely  his  Behaviour  was  very  fober,  and 
modefl  and  mild,    (  differing  apparently  from  other 

times} 
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times)  but  yet,  as  it  feem'd  ,    refolv'd   to  have  his 
Tryal. 

Then  did  we  proceed  to  examine  him  upon  divers 
Queftions,  touching  the  Impoyfonment ,  which  indeed 
were  very  material,  and  (upplemental  to  the  former 
Evidence  ,•  wherein  either  his  Affirmatives  gave  fome 
light,  or  his  Negatives  do  greatly  falfifie  him,  in  that 
which  is  apparently  proved. 

We  made  this  farther  Obfervation,  that  when  we, 
asked  him  fbme  quellion  that  did  touch  the  Prince^  or 
fome  Foreign  Pra^ke,  (which  we  did  very  (paringly  at 
this  time)  yet  he  grew  a  little  (lir'd,  but  in  the  quefli- 
ons  of  the  Impoyfonment  very  cold  and  modell.  Thus 
not  thinking  it  necefiary  to  trouble  your  Majefly  with 
any  farther  Particulars,  we  end  with  Prayer  to  God, 
ever  to  preferve  your  Majefly. 

Tour  Majeftys  moft  Loyal  and  Faithful  Servant ^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 

Poftfcript,  If  it  feem  good  unto  your  Majefly  we 
think  it  not  amifs  fome  Preacher,  (well  cholen)  had 
Accefs  to  my  Lord  of  Somerfet,  for  his  preparing  and 
Comfort,  although  it  be  before  his  Tryal, 

LXX. 

To  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke. 

Mj  very  Good  Lord, 

T  Hough  it  be  true,  that  who  confidereth  the  Wind 
and  the  Rain,  fhall  neither  fbw  nor  reap ;  yet 
there  is  a  fcafon  for  every  Adion,  and  fo  there  is  a 

time 
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time  to  fpeak,  and  a  time  to  keep  filence.  There  is  a 
time  when  the  words  of  a  poor  fimple  man  may  profit ; 
and  that  poor  man  in  the  Preacher,  which  delivered 
the  City  by  his  Wifdom,  found  that  without  this  Op- 
portunity, the  ower  both  of  Wifdom  and  Eloquence 
lofe  but  their  labour,  and  cannot  charm  the  deaf  Ad- 
der. God  therefore,  before  his  Son  that  bringeth  mer- 
cy, (ent  his  Servant  the  Trumpeter  of  Repentance  to 
]evel  every  high  Hill  ,•  to  prepare  the  way  before  him, 
making  it  fmooth  and  ftreight :  And  as  it  is  in  Spiri- 
tual things,  where  Chr/fi  never  comes  before  his  v/ay- 
maker  hath  laid  even  the  heart  withforrow  and  repen- 
tance ,*  (fince  felf-conceited  and  proud  Perfons  think 
themfelves  too  good  and  too  wife  to  learn  of  their  In- 
feriours,  and  therefore  need  not  the  Phyfician  ;)  fo  in 
the  rules  of  earthly  wifdom  ,  it  is  not  pofTible  for  Na- 
ture  to  attain  any  Mediocrity  of  Perfedtion,  before  Ihe 
be  humbled  by  knowing  her  (elf,  and  her  own  ignor- 
ance. Not  only  knowledge,  but  alfo  every  other  Gift 
(which  we  call  the  Gifts  of  Fortune)  have  power  to 
puff  up  Earth  :  AfRidlions  only  level  tho(e  Mole-hills 
of  Pride  ,-  Plough  the  Heart,  and  make  it  fit  for  Wis- 
dom to  fow  her  feed,  and  for  Grace  to  bring  forth  her  , 
increafe.  Happy  is  that  man  therefore,  both  in  regard 
of  Heavenly  and  Earthly  wifdom,  that  is  thus  wound- 
ed to  be  cured  ;  thus  broken  to  be  made  ftraight  ,•  thus 
made  acquainted  with  his  own  Imperfedlions,  that  he 
may  be  perfeded. 

Suppofing  this  to  be  the  time  of  your  aftlidion,  that 
which  I  have  propounded  to  my  felf  is,  by  taking  this 
feafonahle  advantage,  like  a  true  Friend  (though  far 
unworthy  to  be  counted  fo}  to  (hew  you,  your  trLe 
(hape  in  a  Glafs,  and  that  not  in  a  falfe  one,  to  flatter 
you,  nor  yet  inone  that  fhould  make  you  feem  worfe 
than  you  are,  and  To  offend  you  ,•  but  in  one  made 
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by  the  refled^ion  of  your  own  words  and  adions ;  From 
whofe  light  proceeds  the  voice  of  the  People,  which  is 
often  not  unfitly  called  the  voice  of  Go^.  But  there- 
in evince  I  have  purpofed  a  truth)  I  muft  intreat  liber- 
ty to  be  plain,  a  liberty  that  at  this  time  I  know  not 
whether  or  no,  I  may  ufe  fafely,  I  am  fure  at  other 
times  I  could  not  ,*  yet  of  this  refolve  your  felf,  it  pro- 
ceedeth  from  love,  and  a  true  defire  to  do  you  good  ; 
that  you  knowing  the  General  Opinion  may  not  alto- 
gether neglect  or  contemn  it,  but  mend  what  you  find 
amifs  in  your  (elf,  and  retain  what  your  Judgment 
Ihall  approve ;  for  to  this  end  fliall  truth  be  delivered 
as  naked  as  if  your  fc\i  were  to  be  Anatomized  by  the 
hand  of  Opinion.  All  men  can  fee  their  own  profit. 
That  part  of  the  Wallet  hangs  before.  A  true  Friend 
(whofe  worthy  OiFice  I  would  perform,  fince  I  fear, 
both  your  felf  and  all  Great  Men,  want  fuch,  being 
themielves  true  Friends  to  few  or  none}  is  firfl  to 
(hew  the  other,  and  which  is  from  your  Eyes. 

Firfi,  Hierefore,  behold  your  Errors ;  In  difcourfe 
you  delight  to  fpeak  too  much,  not  to  hear  other  men,- 
this,  (bme  fay,  becomes  a  Pleader  not  a  Judge  ;  For  by 
this  fometimes  your  Affedions  are  intangled  with  a 
love  of  your  own  Arguments,  though  they  be  the 
weaker,  and  rejeding  of  thofe,  which  when  your  Af- 
fedions  were  (etled,  your  own  Judgement  would  al- 
low for  ftrongefl:.  Thus  while  you  fpeak  in  your  own 
Element,  the  Laiv,  no  man  ordinarily  equals  you  ;  but 
when  you  wander  (as  you  often  delight  to  do)  you 
wander  indQcd,  and  give  never  (uch  fatisfadion  as  the 
curious  time  requires.  This  is  not  caufed  by  any  natu- 
ral defed,  but  firfl  for  want  of  Ele^ion^  when  you  ha- 
ving a  large  and  fruitful  mind,  fliould  not  fo  much  la- 
bour what  to  fpeak,  as  to  find  what  to  leave  unfpoken  : 
Rich  Soils  are  often  to  he  weeded. 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly y  You  cloy  your  Auditory,  when  you  would 
be  obferved  ;  Speech  muft  be  cither  fwect  or  fliort. 

Thirdly^  You  convcrfe  with  Books,  not  Men,  and 
Books  fpecially  humane,  and  have  no  excellent  choice 
with  Men^  who  are  the  left  Books.  For  a  man  of  Acti- 
on and  Employment  you  (eldom  converfe  with,  and 
then  but  with  your  Underlings  ;  not  freely,  but  as  a 
School  mafter  with  his  Scholars,  ever  to  teach,  never  to 
learn;  But  iffometimes  you  would  in  your  Familiar 
Difcourfe,  hear  others  and  make  Eled:ion  of  fiich  as 
know  what  they  fpeak ;  you  fhould  know  many  of 
thefe  Tales  you  tell,  to  be  but  ordinary  ;  and  many 
other  things,  which  you  delight  to  repeat,  and  ferve 
in  for  Novelties,  to  be  hnt  flale ;  As  in  your  F leadings, 
you  vvere  wont  to  infult  over  mifery,  and  to  inveigh 
bitterly  at  the  Perfons  (which  bred  you  many  Enemies, 
whole  Poyfon  yet  fwelleth,  and  the  effects  now  ap» 
pear  ,'3  To  are  you  flill  wont  to  be  a  little  carelefs  in 
this  Point,  to  praife,  or  difgrace,  upon  flight  Grounds, 
and  that  fbmetimes  untruely  ,•  fo  that  your  Reproofs 
or  Commendations,  are,  for  the  moll  part,  negled:ed 
and  contemned  ,•  When  the  Cenfure  of  a  Judge  (coming 
flow,  but  fure}  fhould  be  a  Brand  to  the  Guilty,  or  a 
Crown  to  the  Vertuous,  You  will  jell  at  any  man  in 
Publick  without  refped:  of  the  Perfons  Dignity,  or 
your  own  :  This  difgraceth  your  Gravity,  more  than 
it  can  advance  the  Opinion  of  your  Wit;  and  fo  do 
all  Adtions  which  we  fee,  you  do  diredly  with  a  touch 
of  vain  Glory,  having  no  refpedt  to  the  true  erid.  You 
make  tlie  Lav^'  to- lean  too  much  to  your  Opinion, 
whereby  you  fhew  your  felFto  be  a  Legal  Tyrant^  ftri- 
king  with  that  weapon  where  you  pleafe ;  fince  you 
are  able  to  turn  the  edge  any  way.  For  thus  the  wife 
Mafter  of  the  Law  gives  warning  to  young  Students, 
that  they  fliould  be  wary,  left  while  they  hope  to  be 
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inflruded  by  your  integrity  and  knowledge  ,  they 
fhould  be  deceived  with  your  skill  armed  with  Autho- 
rity. Your  too  much  love  of  the  World  is  too  much 
feen,  when  having  the  living  of  a  thoufand  you  relieve 
few  or  none :  The  hand  that  has  taken  fo  much,  can 
it  give  fb  little  ?  Herein  you  Ihew  no  Bowels  of  Com- 
paflion,  as  if  you  thought  all  too  little  for  your  felf ; 
or  that  God  had  given  you  all  that  you  have  (if 
you  think  Wealth  to  be  his  6ift^  I  mean  that  you  get 
well,  for  I  know  fure,  the  reft  is  not)  onely  to  that 
end  you  fhould  ftill  gather  more,  and  never  be  fatisfied; 
but  try  how  much  you  would  gather,  to  accompt  for 
all  at  the  Great  and  General  Audtt-d^zy.  We  defire 
you  to  amend  this  ,  and  let  your  poor  Tenants  in 
Norfolk  find  fome  Comfort,  where  nothing  of  your 
Eftate  is  (pent  towards  their  relief,  but  brought  up  hi- 
ther, to  the  Impoverifhing  of  your  Country. 

In  your  lafi^  which  might  have  been  your  left  piece 
o{  Service  to  the  State^  aifediioned  to  follow  that  old 
rule,  which  giveth  Juftice  Leaden  Heels  ^  and  Iron 
Hands  j  you  ufed  too  many  delays  till  the  Delinquents 
Hands  were  loofed,  and  yours  bound  :  In  that  work 
you  (eemed  another  Fabius  ;  Where  the  humour  of 
Marcellus  would  have  done  better :  What  need  you  have 
fought  more  Evidences  than  enough  ?  while  you  pre- 
tended the  finding  out  of  more  (miffing  your  aim)  you 
difcredited  what  you  had  found.  This  beft  Judgements 
think;  though  you  never  ufcd  fuch  Speeches  as  are  Fa- 
thered upon  you,-  yet  you  might  well  have  done  it, 
and  but  rightly  ;  For  this  Crime  was  fecond  to  none, 
but  the  Powder-Plot :  That  would  have  blown  up  all 
at  one  blow,  a  merciful  cruelty;  This  would  have  done 
the  fame  by  degrees,  a  lingring,  but  a  fure  way  ,•  One 
might  by  one  be  called  out,  till  all  oppofers  had  been 
removed. 

Befides;^ 
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Befidcs,  that  other  Plot  was  Scandalous  to  Rome^ 
making  Popery  Odious  in  the  fight  of  the  whole 
World  ,•  This  hath  been  Scandalous  to  the  whole  Go. 
fpel ;  and  fince  the  firft  Nullity  to  this  inftant,  when 
Juflice  hath  her  hands  bound,  the  Devil  could  not  have 
invented  a  more  mifchievous  pradice,  to  our  State  and 
Church,  than  this  hath  been,  is,  and  is  like  to  be.  God 
avert  the  Evil. 

But  herein  you  committed  another  fault;  That  as 
you  were  too  open  in  your  Proceedings,  and  fo  taught 
them  whereby  to  defend  themfelves  ,•  fo  you  g.ive  them 
time  to  undermine  Juflice,  and  to  work  upon  all  Ad- 
vantages, both  of  Atfed:ions  and  Honour,  and  Oppor- 
tunity, and  Breach  of  Friendfhip;  which  they  havefb 
well  followed,  {paring  neither  Pains  nor  Cofls,  that  it 
almoft  feemeth  an  higher  offence  in  you  to  have  done 
fo  much  indeed,  than  that  you  have  done  no  more  ; 
you  flopt  the  Confelfions  and  Accufations  of  fome 
who  perhaps,  had  they  been  fuffered,  would  have  fpo- 
ken  enough  to  have  removed  fbme  {tumbling  Blocks 
out  of  your  way  -,  and  that  you  did  not  this  in  the  fa- 
vour of  any  one,  but  of  I  know  not  what  prefent 
unadvifed  humours,  fuppofing  enough  behind  to  di{^ 
cover  all  ;  which  fell  not  out  {b.  Howfoever,  as  the 
Apoftle  faith  in  another  Cafe,  you  went  not  rightly  to  the 
truth ;  and  therefore  though  you  were  to  be  commend- 
ed for  what  you  did  ;  yet  you  were  to  be  reprehend- 
ed for  many  Circumflances  in  the  doing  ;  and  doubt- 
lefs  God  hath  an  eye  in  this  Crofs,  to  your  negligence  ; 
and  the  Briers  are  left  to  be  pricks  in  your  fides,  and 
thorns  in  your  eyes.  But  that  which  we  commend  you 
for,  are  thofe  Excellent  Farts  in  Nature^  and  Knowledge 
in  the  Law,  which  you  are  endued  withal  I ;  but  the{e 
are  onely  good  in  their  good  ufe.  Wherefore  we  thank 
you  heartily  for  {landing  {loutly  in  the  Common- 
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wealth's  behalf ;  hoping  it  prcceedeth  not  from  a  difl 
pofiticn  to  oppofe  GreatncTs,  Q^s  your  Enemies  fay} 
but  to  do  Jurtice,  and  deliver  truth  in<ii{Terent!y,  with- 
out rerpe6t  of  Perfbns ;  and  in  this  we  pray  ior  your, 
profperity,  and  are  forry  that  your  good  adions  fliould 
not  always  fucceed  happily.  But  in  the  carriage  of 
this  you  were  faulty,  for  you  took  it  in  hand  in  an  evil 
time,  both  in  refpe^t  of  the  prefent  Bufinefi  which  is 
interrupted,  and  in  regard  of  his  prefent  Skkyiefi whom 
it  concerned,  whereby  you  difunited  your  ilrength  , 
and  made  a  Gap  for  the  Enemies  to  pafs  out  at,  and  to 
return  and  aflault  you. 

But  now  fince  the  Cafe  fo  flandeth,  we  defire  you 
to  give  way  to  power,  and  fb  to  fight  that  you  be  not 
utterly  broken,  but  referved  intirely  to  (erve  the  Com- 
monwealth again,  and  do  what  good  you  can,  fince 
you  cannot  do  ail  the  good  you  would,  and  fince  you 
are  fallen  upon  this  Rock,  cad  out  the  Goods  to  fave 
the  Bottom  :  Stop  the  Leaks  and  make  towards  Land  ; 
Learn  of  the  Steward,  to  make  Friends  of  the  unrigh- 
teous Mammon.  Thofe  Spaniards  in  Mexico  who  were 
chafed  of  the  Indians^  tell  us  what  to  do  with  our 
Goods  in  our  Extremity,  they  being  to  pafs  over  a  Ri- 
ver in  their  Flight,  as  many  as  cafl  away  their  Gold^ 
fwam  over  fafe  ;  but  fome  more  covetous ,  keeping 
their  Gold^  were  drowned  with  it,  or  over-taken  and 
(lain  by  the  Savages  :  You  have  received,  now  learn 
to  give.  The  Beaver  learns  us  this  LefTon,  who  being 
hunted  for  his  Stones  bites  them  ofF,-  You  cannot  but 
have  much  of  your  Eftate  (pardon  my  plainnefs}  ill 
got ;  think  how  much  of  that  you  never  fpake  for,  how 
much  by  fpeaking  injuflly  or  in  unjuft  Caufes.  Account 
it  then  a  blefTing  of  God,  if  thus  it  may  be  laid  out  for 
your  good,  and  not  left  for  your  heir,  to  haflen  the 
wafting  of  much  of  the  reft,  perhaps  of  all ;   For  fo 

we 
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we  fee  God  oftentimes  proceeds  in  Judgement  with 
many  hafly  Gatherers  ,•  You  have  enough  to  fpare,  be- 
ing well  laid  to  turn  the  Tide,  and  fetch  all  things  a- 
gain.  But  if  you  efcjpc,  J  fijppofe  it  worthy  of  an  Q\0 
fince  you  l^now  the  old  ufe,  rliat  none  called  in  QiieHi- 
on  mull:  go  away  Uncenfured.    Yet  confidcr  that  Accu- 
fathns  make  Wounds  ,    and  leave  Scars,    and  thoujzh 
you  fee  the  Toyle  behind  your  back,  your  felf  free,  and 
the  Covert  before,   yet  remember  there  are  Stands  ,- 
Trull  not  a  reconciled  Enemy  ,•  but  think  the  peace  is 
but  to  fecure  for  farther  advantage,  or  exped:  a  fecond 
and  a  third  Encounter ;  the  Main  Battle  ;  the  Wings 
are  yet  unbroken,  they  may  Charge  you  at  an  inflant, 
or  death  before  them  ,•    Walk  therefore  Circumfpedly, 
and  if  at  length  by  means  of  our  good  Endeavours,and 
yours,  you  recover  the  favour  that  you  have  lofl ;  give 
God  the  Glory  in  adion,  not  in  words  only;  and  re- 
member us  with  fenfe  of  your  pad  misfortune,  whofe 
Eflate  hath,  and  may  hereafter  Ijq  in  the  power  of 
your  breath. 

There  is  a  great  mercy  in  Difpatch,  Delays  are  Tor- 
tures, wherewith  by  degrees  we  are  rent  out  of  our 
Eflates  (^3  ;  do  not  you  Qif  you  be  reftored}  as  fome 
others  do  fly  from  the  fervice  of  Vertue  to  ferve  the 
time,  as  if  they  repented  their  Goodnefs,  or  meant 
not  to  make  a  fecond  Hazard  in  God's  Houfe,-  but  ra- 
ther let  this  Crofs  make  you  zealous  in  God  s  Caule, 
fenfible  in  ours,  and  more  (enfible  in  all ;  which  ex- 
prefs  thus,  You  have  been  a  great  Enemy  to  Papifls,  if 
you  love  God,  be  fo  dill,  but  more  indeed  than  here- 
tofore ;  for  much  of  your  zeal  was  heretofore  waftedJ 

(a)  My  Lord  Baeon  obferves  in  his  Ejfays  that  the  Scripture  faitlr,  There 
be  that  turn  Judgement  into  Wormwood  ;  and  faith  he,  Surely  there  be 
alfo  that  turn  it  into  Vinegar  5  For  Injufike  maketh  it  bitter,  and  Delays 
make  it  fowre, 
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in  words,  call  to  remembrance  that  they  were  the  por- 
fbns  that  Prophefied  of  that  Crofs  of  yours  long  before 
it  happened  ,•  they  faw  the  Storm  coming,  being  the 
principal  Contrivers  and  furtherers  of  the  Plot,  the 
Men  that  blew  the  Coals,  heat  the  Iron,  and  made  all 
things  ready,  they  owe  you  a  good  Turn,  and  will  if 
they  can  pay  it  you  ;  You  fee  their  hearts  by  their 
deeds,  prove  then  your  Faith  fo  too  :  The  belt  good 
work  you  can  do,  is  to  do  the  bed  you  can  againfl 
them,  that  is  to  fee  the  Law  feverely,  juftly  and  dili- 
gently executed. 

And  now  we  befeech  you,  my   Lordy    be  (enfible 
both  of  the  Stroak,  and  hand  that  ftriketh  ,*  learn  of 
David  to  leave  Shimei,  and  call  upon  God,  he  hath 
fbme  great  work  to  do,  and  he  prepareth  you  for  it ; 
He  w^ould  never  have  you  faint,  nor  yet  bear  this  Crofs 
with  a  Stoical  refolution  ,•  There  is  a  Chriflian  Medio" 
crity^  worthy  of  your  Greatnefs.   I  mud  be  plain,  per- 
haps rafli ;    had  fome   Notes    which  you  had  taken 
at  Sermons  been  written  in  your  heart  to  pradife  j  this 
work  had  been  dons  long  ago,  without  the  Envy  of 
your  Enemies  ,•  but  when  we  will  not  mind  our  (elves, 
God  Qi{  we  belong  to  him^  takes  us  in  hand,  and  be- 
caufe  he  (eeth  that  we  have  unbridled  Stomacks,  there- 
fore he  (ends  outward  Crofles,    which,    while  they 
caufe  us  to  mourn,    do  comfort  us  ,    being  aflured 
Teftimonies  of  his  love  that  fends  them.     To  humble 
our  felves  therefore  before  God,  is  the  part  of  a  Chrt- 
flian  ;  but  for  the  World  and  our  Enemies,  the  Coun- 
i^Ql  of  the  Poet  is  apt, 

Tu  ne  cede  malis,  fed  contra  audentior  ito^ 

But  thou,  fecure  of  Soul,  unbent  with  Woes. 
The  more  thy  Fortune  frowns,  the  more  oppofe. 

Dryd,  Firg,  Lib,  6. 
The 
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The  lafl  part  of  this  Council  you  forget  ,•  yet  none 
need  be  atliamcd  to  make  u(e  of  it,  that  Co  being 
Armed  againll  Cafualties,  you  may  fland  firm  againft 
the  All'aults  on  the  right  Hand,  and  on  the  left.  For 
this  is  certain ,  the  Mind  that  is  moft  prone  to  be 
puft  up  with  Profperity,  is  mod  weak,  and  apt  to  be 
deje^ed  with  the  leaf!  Puff  of  Acherfity.  Indeed  She 
is  Itrong  enough  to  make  an  Able  Man  flagger,  (Iri- 
king  terrible  Blows  ;  But  true  Chriflian  Wifdom  gives 
us  Armour  of  Proof,  againft  all  Aflaults  and  teacheth 
us  in  all  Eftates  to  le  content ;  for  though  She  caufe  our 
trueft  Friends,  to  declare  themfclves  our  Enemies,- 
Though  She  give  heart  then,  to  the  mofl  cowardly  to 
ftrike  us  ,•  Though  an  hours  continuance  countervails 
an  Age  of  Profperity ;  Though  She  caft  in  our  Didiall 
that  ever  we  have  done,-  Yet  hath  She  no  Power  to 
hurt  the  humble  and  wife,  but  only  to  break  fuch  as 
too  much  Profperity  hath  made  ftiffe  in  their  own. 
Thoughts,  but  weak  indeed  ;  and  fitted  for  renewing. 
When  the  Wife  rather  gather  frorri  thence  Profit  and 
Wifdome  -,  by  the  Example  of  David,  who  faid,  Be- 
fore  I  wof  chaftifed  I  went  aft  ray.  Now  then  he  that 
knoweth  the  right  way,  will  look  better  to  his  Footing. 
Cardan  faith,  That  Weeping,  Fa  fling  and  Sighing,  are  the 
chief  Purgers  of  Grief;  Indeed  naturally  they  do  af^ 
fwage  Sorrow  ,-  But  God  in  this  Cafe,  is  the  only  and 
befl:  Phyfitian ;  the  Means  he  hath  Ordained  are  the  Ad- 
vice of  Friends,  the  Amendment  of  our  felves ;  for 
Amendment  is  both  Phyfitian  and  Cure.  For  Friends, 
Ahhough  your  Lordpip  be  (cant,  yet  I  hope  you  are 
not  altogether  deftitute  ,-  If  you  do  but  look  upon  good 
Books,  they  are  true  Friends,  that  will  neither  fiatter 
nor  difl'emble  ,•  be  you  but  true  to  your  Sdf,  applying 
what  they  teach  unto  the  Party  grieved,  and  you  ihall 

need 
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need  no  other  Comfort  nor  Council.  To  them,  and 
to  God's  holy  Spirit,  dired:ing  you  in  the  reading  of 
them,  I  commend  your  Lordjhip ;  befeeching  him  to 
fend  you  a  good  Iflue  out  of  thefe  Troubles,  and  from 
henceforth  to  work  a  Reformation  in  all  that  is  amifs, 
and  a  refolute  Perfeverance,  Proceeding  and  Growth, 
in  all  that  is  good,  and  that  for  his  Glory,  the  better- 
ing of  your  Self,  this  Church,  and  Commonwealth  ; 
whofe  Faithful  Servant  whililyou  remain, 

I  remain, 

a  Faithful  Servant 
toyoH. 

Fra.  Bacon 

LXXI. 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

S  I  R, 

I~"H  E  Time  is,  as  I  fhould  think,  now,  or  never, 
for  his  Majefly,  to  finifli  his  good  meaning  to- 
wards me  ;  If  itpleafe  him  to  confider,  what  is  pad, 
and  what  is  to  come. 

If  I  would  ten^der  my  Profit,  and  oblige  Men  unto 
me,  by  my  Place  and  Practice,  I  could  have  more  Pro- 
fit than  I  could  devife  ,•  And  could  oblige  all  the  World, 
and  offend  none  ;  which  is  a  brave  Condition,  for  a 
Man's  private.  But  my  Heart,  is  not,  on  thefe  things. 
Yet  on  the  other  fide,  I  would  be  forry,  that  worthlefs 
Perfons,  fliould  make  a  Note,  that  I  get  nothing,  but 
Pains  and  Enemies  ^  and  a  little  popular  Reputation, 

which 
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which  followeth  me,  whether  I  will  or  no.  If  any 
thing  be  to  be  done  for  your  felf,  I  ihould  take  infinite 
Contentment,-  That  my  Homur.,  might  wait  upon 
yours  :  But  I  would  be  loath,  it  fliould  wait  upon  any 
Man's  elfc.  If  you  would  put  your  Strength,  to  this 
Bufinefs,  it  is  done;  and  that  done,  many  things  more 
will  begin.     God  keep  you  ever.     I  refi: 

May  50.  Tour  true  and  devoted 

'^"^'  Servant. 

Fni.  Bacon. 

LXXII. 
To  the   KING. 

May  it  pleafe  your  moft  Excellent  Maje/ly, 

1am  not  fwift  to  dehver  any  thing  to  your  Majefty, 
before  it  be  well  weighed.  But  now  that  I  have  In- 
formed my  Self  of  as  much  as  is  neceiTary,  touching 
this  Proceeding  of  the  Judges^  to  the  Argument  of  the 
Commendarns  Q  notwithftanding  your  Majefly's  Pleafure 
fignified  by  me,  upon  your  Majefty's  Commandment ; 
in  Prefence  of  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Bi(hop  of 
iVincheJler  to  the  contrary,)  I  do  think  it  fit  to  adver- 
tile  yourMajefly  what  hath  paffed  ;  the  rather  becaufe 
I  fiippofe  the  Judges,  fmce  they  performed  not  your 
Commandment,  have  at  lead  given  your  Majefty  their 
Reafons  of  failing  therein  ;  I  being  to  anfwer  for  the 
doing  your  Majefty's  Commandments,  and  they  for 
the  not  doing. 

I  did  conceive,  that  in  a  Caufe  that  concerned  your 
Majefty  and  your  Royal  Power,  the  'Judges  having 
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heard  your  Attormy  General  argue  the  Saturday  before, 
would 'of  thetnfd'Ves  have  taken  farther  time  to  be  ad- 
vifed. 

And  (  if  1  fail  i^-ot  in  memory  )  my  Lord  Coke  recei-. 
ved  I'Fom  your  Majedy's  felf,  as  I-  take  it,  a  precedent 
Commandment,  in  Hilary  Term  ;  that  both  in  the 
Rege  inconjulto^  an-d  in  the  CowmenJaws,  your  Attorney 
iliould  be  heard  to  fpeak,  and  then  ftay  to  be  made  of 
farther  Proceedin>§s,  tjill  my  Lord  had  fpoken  with 
your  Majefty. 

Neverthelefs,  hearing  that  the  Day  appointed  for  the 
Judges  Argument  held,  contrary  to  my  Expectation, 
I  fent  on  Thurfday  in  the  Evening  (  having  received 
your  Majefly's  Commandment  but  the  Day  before  ,  in 
the  Afternoon  )  a  Letter  to  my  Lord  Coke,  whereby 
I  let  him  know,  that  upon  (bme  Report  of  my  Lord  of 
Winchefter ,    C  who  by  your  Commandment  was  pre- 
fentat  my  Argument  of  that  which  pafled  ,•  )  it  was 
your  Majefly's  expreft  Pleafure,  that  no  further  Pro- 
ceedings Hiould  be,  until  you  had  conferred  with  your 
Judges ;  which  your  Majefty  thought  to. have  done  at 
your  being  now  laft  in  Town  ,-  but  by  Reafoa  of  your 
many  and  weighty  Occafions,  your  Princely  Times 
would  not  ferve  ;  and  that  it  was  your  plJeafure  he 
iliould  fignifie  (b  much  to  the  reft  of  the  Judges,  where- 
of his  Lordfhip  might  not  fail.     His  Anfwer  by  Word 
to  my  Man  was,  that  it  were  good  the  reft  of  the 
Judges  underftood  fo  much  from  my  felf^  whereupon 
1  (that  cannot  skill  of  Scruples  in  matter  of  Service  ) 
did  write,  on  Friday  three  feveral  Letters  of  like  Con- 
tent,  to  the  Judges  of  the  Common  Fleas,  and  the  Ba-^ 
rons  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  other  three  Judges  of 
the  Kings  Bench,  mentioning  in  that  laft,  my  particu- 
lar Letter  to  my  Lord  Chief  J-uJl ice, 

Tliis 
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This  was  all  I  did,  and  thought  all  had  beenfure, 
in  (0  much  as  the  fame  Day  being  appointed  in  Chan- 
eery  for  your  Majcfty's  great  Caule,  (  follov\Td  by  my 
Lord   Fhnfden  *  3  ^  ^^'^^^  ^^^^'^  other  Letters  to   both 
Chief  Jiiflices,  to  put   them   in  mind  of  affifting  my  is^'j'J'.oJt^! 
Lord  C/;i7wc^//^r  at  the  Hearing.     And  when  my  Lord  ed  by  my 
Chancellor  himfelf  took  fome  Notice  upon  thatOcca-  ^^''^  ^''" 
fion  openly  in  the  Chancery^  that  the  Cor/imendams  could    '^'^•P'^°^" 
not  hold  prcfently  after,  I  heard  the  Judges  were  gone 
about  thQGommenclarns  ;  which  I  thought  at  firft,  had 
been  only  to  adjourn  the  Court.     But  I  heard  after, 
that  they  proceeded  to  Argument. 

In  this  thfeir  doing,  I  conceive  they  mufl  cither  ex- 
cept to  the  Nature  of  the  Commandment,  or  to  the 
Credence  thereof,-  both  x\ hich,  I  afliire  my  ikl'iy  jom 
Majefty  will  maintain. 

For  if  they  (liould  (land  upon  the  general  Ground, 
*  jiuUi  negahirrtus,  nulli  clifferemas  Juflittam^  it  receiveth 
two  Anrv\'ers.     The  oi^e ;  That  reafonable  and  mature  *  ^''J  ^^^^' 
Advice  may  not  be  confounded,  with  delay  ,•  and  that  ofdelT/' 
they  can  well  alledge  when  it  pleafeth  them.     The  tloingju- 
other  is  that  there  is  a  great  Dif^rence  between  a  Cafe  fn|^VJ?- 
meerly  between  Sub)e5  and  Subjed,  and  where  the  fo'n.  M^^a. 
King's  Intereft  is  in   Queftion  directly  or  by  Confe- 
quence.    As  for  the  Attorneys  Place  and  Commifiion,  it 
is  as  proper  for  him  to fignifie  the  Kings  Vleafure  to  the 
fudges ;  as  for  the  Secretary  to  fignifie  the  fame  to  the 
Trivy  Council-,  and  To  it  hath  ever  been. 

Thefe  things  were  a  littlt  Grange,  if  there  came  not 
fb  many  of  them  together,  as  the  one  maketh  the 
other  feem  lefs  llrange  :  But  your  Majefty  hath  fair 
Occafions  to  remedy  all,  withfmall  Aid  ,•  I  fay  no  more 
for  the  prefent. 

T2  I 
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I  Was  a  little  plain  with  my  Lord  Coke  in  thefe  Mat- 
ters ,•  and  when  his  Anfwer  was,  that  he  knew  all  thefe 
things,  I  faid  he  could  never  profit  too  much,  in  know- 
ing himfelf,  and  his  Duty. 


Lxxiir. 

A  Memorial  for  His  Majefty.  Copyed  from  the 
Original-,  CorreSied  in  a  Tlace  or  twOy  with  Sir 
Fra.  Bacon's  own  Hand, 

ITfecmeth  this  Tear,  af  the  14th,  of  his  Majefly's 
Reign,  being  a  Year  of  a  kind  of  Majority  m  his 
Government^  is  confecrate  to  Juflke.  Qa^  Which  as 
his  Majefty  hath  performed  to  his  Subjecfts  in  this  late 
memorable  Occafion,  (b  he  is  now  to  render  and  per- 
form to  himfelf,  his  Crown  and  Poflerity. 

That  his  Council  ihall  perceive  by  that  which  his 
Majefty  fliall  now  communicate  with  them,  that  the 
Mafs  of  his  Bufmefs  is  continually  prepared  in  his  own 
Royal  Care  and  Cogitations,  howfoever  he  produceth 
the  fame  to  Light,  and  to  ad:  per  Opera  dierum.  (  h,^ 

(  <t  )  By  the  Laws ,  feveral  Ages  are  affigned  to  Perfons  for  feveral 
Purpofes.  And  by  the  Common  Law,  the  fourteenth  Year  is  indeed  a 
kind  of  Majority,  and  accounted  an  Age  of  Difcretion.  At  that  time 
the  Man  may  agree  or  difagree  to  a  Precedent  Marriage.  The  Heir  in  Soc- 
cAge  may  rejeft  the  Guardian  appointed  by  Law,  and  chufe  a  new  one. 
And  the  Woman  at  that  Age  fliall  be  out  of  Ward,  (s'c. 

(b)  Per  Opera  Dierum.  By  the  Pf^orli  of  Days,  alluding  to  the  folemn 
Gradations  Almighty  God  was  pleafed  to  obferve  in  the  creating  of  the 
World.  In  this  Paragraph  Sir  Francis  Bacon  infinuates,  what  he  exprefly 
declares  in  his  Efaj/s.  That  in  all  Negotiations  of  Difficulty,  a.  Man  muft 
6rft  prei;are  Bunnefs,  and  lb  ripen  it  by  Degrees. 

That 
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That  his  Majefly  (hall  make  unto  them  now  a  De- 
clarative of  two  great  Caufes,  whereof  he  doubtcth 
not  they  have  heard  by  Glympfes  ,•  the  one  concern- 
ing his  high  Court  of  Chancery^  the  other  concerning 
the  Church  and  Prelacy ;  but  both  of  them  deeply  touch- 
ing his  Prerogative  and  Sovereignty,  and  the  Flowers 
of  his  Crown. 

That  about  the  end  of  Hillary  Term  laft,  there  came 
to  his  Majefly 's  Ears,  only  by  common  Voice  and  Re- 
port, not  v/ithout  great  Rumour  and  Wonder,  that 
there  was  fomewhat  done  in  the  Kings  Bench  the  laft 
Day  of  that  Term,  whereby  his  Chancery  fliouid  be 
pulled  down,  and  be  brought  in  Qieflion  for  Premu- 
nire  being  the  mofl:  heinous  Offence  after  Treafon,  and 
Felony,  and  Mifprifion  of  Treafon  :  and  that  the  time 
Ihould  be  ,  when  the  Chancellor  lay  at  the  Point  of 
Death. 

That  his  Majefly  was  (b  far  from  hearing  of  this  by 
any  Complaint  from  his  Chancellor  (who  then  had 
given  over  worldly  Thoughts  )  that  he  wrote  Letters 
of  Comfort  to  him  upon  this  Accident,  before  he 
heard  from  him  ;  and  for  his  Attorney^  his  Majefly 
challenged  him  for  not  advertifing  him  of  that,  of 
which  it  was  proper  for  his  Majelly  to  be  informed 
from  him. 

That  his  Majefly  being  fenfible  of  this  fo  great  No- 
velty and  Perturbation  in  his  Courts  of  Juflice,-  never- 
thelefs  ufed  this  Method  and  Moderation,  That  before 
he  would  examine  this  great  Affront  and  Difgrace  of- 
fered to  his  Chancery  and  Chancellor^  he  would  firfl  in- 
form himfelf  whether  the  Chancery  or  Chancellor  wcyq 
in  Fault ;  and  whether  the  former  Prefidents  of  Chan- 
cery did  warrant  the  Proceedings  there  after  Judgment 
pafled  at  Common  Law  (which  was  the  thing  in  Qjje- 
ftion  )  and  thereupon  his  Majefly  called  his  learned 
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Council  to  him  and  Commanded  them  to  examine 
the  Prefidents  of  Chancery,  and  to  certifie  what  they 
found  I  which  they  did,  and  by  their  Certificate  it 
appeareth  ,  that  the  Prefidents  of  that  kind,  were 
many,  and  precife  in  the  Point,  and  conftanr,  and  in 
good  times,  and  allowed  many  times  by  the  Judges 
themlelves, 

That  after  this  j  his  Majefty  received  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor  a  Cafe,  w'hereby  the  Quejiion  was  clearly 
fet  down  and  contained  within  the  proper  Bounds 
of  the  prefent  Doubt ,  being  Whether  upn  apparent 
Matter  of  Equity,  which  the  ^nJges  of  the  Law  by  their 
Place  and  Oath  cannot  meMe  with  or  releive,  (if  a  Judg^ 
ment  he  once  paffed at  Common  Law^  the  Suhje^  fhall  pe* 
rifh,  or  that  the  Chancery  fha//  relieve  him,  and  tbhe. 
iher  there  he  any  Statute  of  Premunire  or  other,  to  re~ 
flrain  this  Power  i;/ z/?^  Chancellor,-  which  Cafe  upon 
the  Requeft  of  the  Ldrd  Chancellor  his  Majefly  likewife 
referred  to  his  Learned  Council,  (and  the  Princts  At- 
torney Mr.  pr^//^r  was  joined  with  them)  who  upon 
great  Advice  and  View  of  the  Original  Records  them- 
felves,  certified  the  Chancery  was  not  reflfained  by  any 
Statute  in  that  Cafe. 

That  his  Majefty  again  required  his  learned  Council 
to  call  the  Clerks  of  the  Kings  Bench  to  them,  and  to 
receive  from  them  any  Prefiderits  of  Indi^ments  in  the 
Kings  Bench  againft  the  Chancery  fof  proceeding  in  the 
like  Cafe,  who  produced  only  two  Preffdents,  being 
but  Indictments  offered  or  found,  upon  which  there 
was  no  other  Proceeding,  and  the  Clerks  faid  they  h'ad 
ufed  Diligence  and  could  find  no  rrioYe, 

That  his  Majedy  after  he  had  received  this  Satisfa- 
d:ion  that  there  was  ground  ,  fof  that  the  Chancery  had 
done,'  and  that  the  Chancery  was  riot  in  fault  ;  lit 
thought  then  it  wastimetoquellion  the  Mifdemeaiibur 

and 
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and  Contempt  ,  in  fcandaHzing  and  dilhonouring  his 
Juftice  in  that  high  Court  of  Chancery^  in  fo  odious  a 

Xpnner  :  and  commanded  his  Attorney  General  with 
e  Advice  of  the  reft  of  his  learned  Council,  to  profe- 
cute  the  Ottenders  in  xht  Star-Chamher  which  is  done,* 
and  feme  of  them  are  fled,  and  others  (land  out,  and 
will  not  anfvver. 

That  there  refteth  only  one  part  more,  towards  his 
Majefty's  compleat  Information  in  this  Caufe  ;  which 
is  to  examine  that  which  was  done  in  open  Court  the 
(aid  lad  Day  oi  Hillary  Ttrm^  and  whether  the  Judges 
of  the  Khgs  Bench  did  commit  any  Excefs  of  Autho- 
rity; or  did  animate  the  Offenders  other  wife,  than  ac- 
cording to  their  Duty  and  Place  ;  which  Enquiry,  be- 
caufe  it  concerneth  the  Judges  of  a  Court  Cto  keep  Or- 
der and  Decorum  )  his  Majefly  thinketh  not  fa  conve- 
nient to  ufe  his  learned  Council  therein,  but  will  com- 
mit the  fame  to  fome  of  the  Council  Tahle^  and  his 
learned  Council  to  attend  them. 

This  declared  ,  or  what  elfe  his  Majefly  in  his  own 
high  VVifdom  fiiall  think  good:  it  will  be  fit  time  to 
have  the  Certificate  of  the  learned  Council  openly 
read. 

HisMajedy  may,  if  he  pleafe,  forbear  to  publifli  at 
this  time  at  the  Table  the  Committees ;  but  fignifie  his 
Pleafurc  to  themfelves  afterwards. 

The  Committees  named  by  his  Majefty  were  the 
Archhifhop  o^  Canterbury^  Secretary  Lake^  xhQ  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls. 

This  Report  is  to  be  prefixed,  to  be  given  in  by 
Wednefday  at  Night,  that  his  Majefly  may  communi- 
cate it  with  his  Council ,  and  take  further  Order  on 
Thurfday  thereupon,  if  his  Majefly  be  fo  pleafcd. 

At  this  Declaration,  it  is  his  Majefly 's  Diredion  (to 
the  end  things  may  appear  to  be  the  more  evenly  car- 
ried,} 
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ricd,)  that  neither  my  Lord  Chancellor^  nor  my  Chief 
jMJike  be  prefent. 

But  then  when  his  Majefty  entreth  into  the  fecond 
Declarative,  my  Lord  Chancellor  is  to  be  called  fo  A 
but  my  Lord  ChieJJi^Jfke  not;  becaufe  it  concernetn 
him. 

For  the  Second  Declarative,  that  his  Majelly  hath 
Reafon  to  be  offended  and  grieved,  in  that  which  paf- 
Ced  touching  the  Commen^ams  both  in  Matter  and  Man- 
ner ;  for  the  Matter,  That  his  Majefty's  ReHgious  Care 
of  the  Church  and  of  the  Prelacy,  and  namely  of  his 
Lords  Spiritual  the  Bidiops,  may  well  appear ;  firft,  in 
that  he  hath  utterly  expelled  thofe  Sedaries  or  in- 
conformable  Perfons  that  fpurned  at  the  Government. 
Secondly,  That  by  a  Statute  made  in  the  firfl  Tear  of 
his  Rei^n,  he  hath  preferved  their  Livings  Irom  being 
wafted  and  delapidate  by  long  Leafes  ,  and  therein 
bound  himfelf  and  his  Crown  and  Succcflion  :  And 
laftly,  That  they  fee  two  Bidiops  privy  Counfellors  at 
the  Table,  which  hath  not  been  of  late  Years. 

That  agreeably  to  this,  his  Majefty's  Care  and  good 
AfJedion,  hearing  that  there  was  a  Cafe  of  the  Bilhop 
of  Lincoln  s,  wherein  his  Majefty's  fupreme  Power  of 
Granting  Cemmendams  (^which  in  refped:  of  the  Exility 
of  Bifliopricks  is  fbmetimes  neceflary  }  was  queftion- 
ed  to  be  overthrown  or  weakened  ,•  he  commanded  his 
Attorney  General^  not  only  to  have  Care  to  maintain  it 
according  to  his  Place,  but  alfb  that  he  fiiould  relate  to 
his  Majeily  how  things  paffed ;  and  did  alio  Command 
the  Bilhop  of  Winchefler  to  be  prefent  at  the  publick 
Argument  of  the  Cafe  ;  and  to  report  to  his  Majefty 
the  true  State  of  that  Queftion,  and  how  iar  it  exten- 
ded 

This 
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This  being  accordingly  done  ;  then  upon  Report  of 
the  Bifliop  of  Winchefter  in  prefence  of  the  L§rci  Chan, 
cellar ;  His  Majefly  thought  it  neceflary,  That  before 
the  Judges  proceeded  to  declare  their  Opinion,  they 
fliouldhave  Conference  with  his  Majefty  to  the  end  to 
fettle  fome  Courfe,  that  Juftice  might  be  done,  and  his 
Regal  Power  Q  whereof  his  Crown  had  been  fo  long 
vefted  }  not  touched  nor  diminidied.     And  thereupon 
commanded  his  Attorney  (  who  by  his  Place  ought 
properly    to    fignifie  his   Majefty's   Pleafure    to    his 
Judges,  as  his   Secretary  doth  to  his   Privy  CourjcW) 
in  the    Prefence   of    the  Lord    Chancellor   and  the 
Bifhop,    to  fignifie  his  Pleafure  to  the   Judges,    that 
becaufe  his  Majefly  thought  it  needful  to  confult  with 
them  in  that  Cafe,  before  they  proceeded  to  Judgment, 
and  that  his  Majefly 's  Bufinefs  (as  they  all  knew}  was 
very  great,  and  Midfummer  Term  fo  near  at  hand,  and 
the  Caufe  argued  by  his  Attorney  fb  lately,  they  fhould 
put  off  the  Day  till  they  might  advife  with  his  Majefty 
at  his  next  Coming  to  Town.     That  his  Majefly's  At. 
torney  fignified  fo  much  by  his  Letters  Q  the  next  Day 
after  he,  had  received  his  Commandment }  to  all  the 
Judges,  and  that  in  no  imperious  manner,  but  alledg- 
ing  the  Circumflances  aforefaid,  that  the  Cafe  was 
lately  Argued,-  his  Majefly s  Bufinefs  great;  another 
Term  at  hand,  ^c. 

Now  folio weth  the  Manner  that  was  held  in  this, 
which  his  Majeily  conceiveth  was  not  only  indifcreet, 
but  prefumptuoiis  and  contemptuous. 

For  firft,  they  difobeyed  this  his  Majeily's  Com- 
mandment, and  proceeded  to  publick  Argument  not> 
withilanding  the  fame;  and  thought  it  enough  to  cer- 
tifie  only  their  Mind  to  his  Majefl}'. 

Secondly^  in  a  general  Letter  under  all  their  Hands 
( howfoever  it  may  be  upon  divided  Opinion  3  they 

V  a!  ledge 
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ailed ge  unto  his  Majefly  their  Oath  ;  and  that  his  Ma^ 
jefly's  Commandment  C  ^or t^ie  Attorneys  Letter,  was 
but  the  Cafe  that  it  was  wrapped  in  )  was  againit  Law  : 
As  it  Maturity  and  a  deUberate  Proceedmg  were  a 
Delay,  or  that  Commandment  of  Stay  in  refped:  of  (b 
high  a  Qijeftion  of  State,  and  Prerogative,  were  like 
a  Commandment  gotten  by  Importunity,  or  in  Favour 
of  a  Suitor. 

thirdly^  above  all,  it  is  to  be  noted  and  juftly  doubt- 
ed, that  upon  the  contrary  in  this  that  they  have  done, 
they  have  broken  their  Oath;  For  their  Oath  is  to 
counfel  the  King  when  they  (hall  be  called  ,•  and  if 
when  the  King  calleth  them  to  Council,  they  will  do 
the  Deed  {irft,  and  give  him  Council  after,  this  is 
more  than  a  fimple  Refufal. 

Laftly^  it  is  no  new  Thing  upon  divers  particular 
Occaftons,  of  a  far  higher  Nature,  than  the  Confult- 
ing  with  their  Sovereign  about  a  Caufe  of  great  Mo- 
ment, to  put  off  Days,  and  yet  no  Breach  of  Oath. 
And  there  was  another  fair  Paflage  well  known  to  my 
Lord  Coke^  that  he  might  have  ufed  if  it  had  pleafed 
him  J  for  that  every  Day  was  appointed  for  the  King's 
great  Caufe  in  the  Chancery^  both  for  my  Lord  Hbhart 
and  him  ;  which  Caufe  ought  to  have  had  Precedence  a- 
fore  any  privateCaufe,asthey  would  have  this  feem  to  be. 
To  this  Letter  his  Majefly  made  a  moft  Princely 
and  prudent  Anfwer,  which  I  leave  to  it  (elf. 

Upon  this  Declaration  his  Majefly  will  be  pleafed  to 
have  the  Judges  Letter  and  his  own  Letter  read. 

Then  his  Majefly  (  for  his  part  as  I  conceive)  will  be 
pleafed  to  ask  the  Advice  af  his  Council  as  well  for  tke 
Stay  of  the  new  Day  which  is  Saturday  next,  as  for 
the  Cenfure  and  Reproof  of  the  Contempt  pafled  ,♦  for 
though  the  Judges  are  a  Reverend  Body ;  yet  they  are 
(as  all  Subjeds  are)  Corrigible. 

To 
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LXXIV. 


To  Sir  George  Villiers. 


SIR, 


TH  E  King  giveth  me  a  noble  Choice  ,♦  and  you 
are  the  Man,  my  Heart  ever  told  me,  you  were. 
Ambition  would  draw  me,  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
Choice ;  but  in  refped  of  my  hearty  Wiflies,  that  my 
Lord  Chattcellor  may  live  long  ,•  and  the  fmall  hopes  I 
have,  that  I  iliall  live  long  my  Self,-  And  above  all, 
becaufe  I  fee  his  Majelly's  Service,  daily  and  inilantly, 
bleedeth ;  towards  which,  I  perfwade  my  (elf,  ^vainly 
perhaps,  but  yet  in  mine  own  Thoughts,  firmly  and 
conflantly  )  that  I  Ihall  give,  when  I  am  of  the  Table, 
fome  effedual  Furtherance ,  as  a  poor  Thred  of  the 
Labyrinth,  which  hath  no  other  Virtue,  but  an  united 
Continuance,  without  Interruption  or  Diftradion;)  I 
do  accept  of  the  former,  to  be  Counfellor  for  the  pre- 
fent,  and  to  give  over  Pleading  at  Barr  ;  let  the  other 
Matter  reft  upon  my  Proof,  and  his  Majefty's  Pleafure, 
and  the  Accidents  of  Time.  For  to  fpeak  plainly,  I 
would  be  loath,  that  my  Lord  Chancellor,  to  whom  I 
owe  molt  after  the  King,  and  your  Self,  fliould  be  lock- 
ed to  his  Succejfor,  for  any  Advancement,  or  graceing 
of  me.     So  I  ever  remain, 

June  3.  z6i6.  Xour  true  and  moji  Devoted 

andMofl  Ohliged  Servant, 

Fr,  Bacoiic 
V  n  To 
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LXXV. 
To  Sir  George  Villiers. 


I  R, 


I  Send  his  Majefty  a  Draught,  of  the  A^  of  Council^ 
concerning  the  Judges  Letter;  penned  as  near  as  I 
could  to  his  Majefty's  Inflru(5tions  received  in  your 
Prefence.  I  then  told  his  Majefly,  my  Memory  was 
not  able,  to  keep  way  with  his  ,*  and  therefore  his  Ma- 
jefly will  pardon  me  for  any  OmilTions,  or  Errours ;  and 
be  pleafed,  to  fupply,  and  reform  the  fame.  I  am  pre- 
paring ,  fome  other  Materials,  for  his  Majefly's  excel- 
lent Hand,  concerning  Bufinels  that  is  coming  on. 
For  fmce  his  Majefly,  hath  renemed  my  Heart  within 
me,  methinks,  I  ihould  double  my  Endeavours.  GoH 
ever  preferve  and  profper  you  5  I  refl, 

June  12.  Tour  moft  devoted  and 

i^i^»  hounden  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bo 
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Touching  the  Commendams. 

At  Whitehall  the  Sixth  of  June^  Anno  1 5i  6. 

Prefenc  the  KING's  MAJESTY. 

Lord  Archhijhop  of  Cant.       Lord  Wot  ton. 

Lord  Chancellor.  Lord  Stanhop. 

Lord  Treasurer.  Lord  Fenton. 

Lord  Privy  Seal.  Mr.  Fice-Chamherlain, 

Lord  Chamberlain.  Mr.  Secretary  Winwood, 

Duke  of  Lenox.  Mr.  Secretary  Lake. 

Lord  Zouche,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Excheq  ^ 

Bifhop  of  Winton.  Mafler  of  the  Rolls. 

Lord  Knollys. 

HIS  Majefty  having  this  day  given  Order  for 
Meeting  of  the  Council,  and  that  all  the  Judges 
(being  Twelve  in  Number}  fliould  be  fent  for  to  be 
prefent,  when  the  Lords  were  (at ,  and  the  Judges 
ready  attending  ;  His  Majefty  came  himfelfin  Perfbn 
to  Council^  and  opened  to  them  the  Caufe  of  that  Af- 
fembly  ,*  which  was  that  he  had  called  them  together 
concerning  a  Queftion  that  had  Relation  to  no  private 
Perfon,  but  concerned  (jo<^  and  the  King,  the  power  of 
this  Crown,  and  the  State  of  his  Church,  whereof  he 
was  Prote^or;   and  that  there  was  no  fitter  place  to 

It  is  very  clear,  that  this  Is  the  Acf  oC  Council  referred  to  in  the  prece- 
ding Letter,  and  drawn  up  by  Sir  Fr.  Bacon,  w  hich  being  written  in  a  fair 
manner,  I  accidentally  bought,  and  have  correded  fcveral  Errors  therein. 
If  any  remain,  as  I  believe  the  Reader  will  think  there  doth  5  in  is  be- 
c-auie  I  had  no  opportunity  to  peruie  the  Council-Boolcs. 

handle 
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handle  it,  than  at  the  Heads  of  his  Counc/LTahk  : 
That  there  had  been  a  dueftion  pleaded  and  argued 
concerning  Commendams  ;  The  proceedings  wherein 
had  either  been  mifreported  or  mishandled,-  for  his 
Majelly  a  year  fince  had  receiv'd  Advertifements  con- 
cerning the  Caufe  in  two  Entrances,  by  fome  that  In- 
trenched into  his  Prerogative  Royal ,  in  the  General 
Power  of  Granting  Cor/imendams  -^  and  by  others,  that 
the  Doubt  refted  onely  upon  a  fpecial  nature  of  a 
Commendam^  fuch  as  in  refped:  of  the  Incongruity  and 
exorbitant  form  thereof  might  be  queftioned  without 
impeaching  or  weakening  the  General  Power  of  all. 
Whereupon  his  Majelly  willing  to  know  the  true 
flate  thereof,  commanded  the  Lord  Bijhop  of  Winche- 
Jler,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Whwood  to  be  prefent  at  the 
next  Argument,  and  to  report  the  (late  of  the  Quefti- 
on  and  proceeding  to  his  Majefty.  But  Mr.  Secretary 
Winwood  being  abfent  by  Occafion,  the  Lord  of  Win^ 
chefter  onely  was  prefent,  and  made  Information  to  his 
Majefty  of  the  Particulars  thereof,  which  his  Majefty 
Commanded  him  to  report  to  the  Board.  Whereupon 
the  Lord  of  Winchefter  flood  up,  and  faid.  That  Ser- 
jeant Chihorne^  who  argued  the  Caufe  againfl  the  Com- 
mendams had  maintained  divers  Pofitions  and  Aflertions 
very  prejudicial  to  his  Majefly's  Prerogative  Royal  ,• 
as  hrO:,  That  the  TranOation  of  Bijhops  was  againfl 
the  Canon  Law;  and  for  Authority  vouched  the  Ca- 
nons  of  the  Council  of  Sardis  :  That  the  King  had  not 
power  to  Grant  Commendams,  but  in  cafe  of  NecefJity, 
that  there  could  be  no  NecefTity  becaufe  there 
could  be  no  need  ,  for  Augmentation  of  Living  : 
For    no    Man    was     bound    to     keep    Hofpitality 

Dr.  Billon  the  BiOiop  ctf  Winchejier  here  named,  was  a  very  Learned  and 
Eminent  Man.  He  died  upon  the  i8th  of^uns  in  the  year  i6i6y  and  was 
•liicceeUed  by  Dr  Monta-gns. 

above 
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above  his  Means:  Befides  many  other  parts  of  his  Ar- 
gument tending  to  the  overthrow  of  his  Majefty's 
Prerogative  in  cafe  of  Commendams. 

The  Lord  of  iVincheJler  having  made  his  Report,  his 
Majefty  refumed  his  former  Narrative,  letting  the 
Lords  know  that  after  the  Lord  of  Winton  had  made 
unto  his  Majefly  a  Report  of  that  which  pafled  at  the 
Argument  of  the  Caufe,  like  in  fubftance  unto  that 
which  now  had  been  made  ,•  his  Majcfly  apprehending 
the  Matter  to  be  of  fo  high  a  nature,  Commanded  his 
Attorney  General  to  fignifie  his  Majefly's  pleafure  unto 
the  LorJChiefJuJike-,  That  in  regard  of  his  Majefly's 
mofl  weighty  Occafions,  and  for  that  his  Majedy  held 
it  neceffary  upon  the  Lord  of  Wr,Jtons  Report,  that  his 
Majefly  be  firfi:  confulted  with,  before  the  Judges  pro- 
ceed to  argue  it;  therefore  the  day  appointed  for  the 
Judges  Argument,  fliould  be  put  ofl^  till  they  might 
fpeak  with  his  Majefty,  and  this  Letter  of  his  Maje- 
fly's Attorney,  was  by  his  Majefly's  Commandment, 
openly  read  as  follow eth,  in  hisc  verla. 


({ 
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My  Lord, 

IT  is  the  King's  exprefs  Pleafure,  that  becaufe  his- 
Majefly's  time  would  not  ferve  to  have  Confer- 
ence with  your  Lordjhip  and  his  Judges  touching  the 
Caufe  of  Commendaws,  at  his  lafl  being  in  Town  f 
in  regard  of  his  Majefly's  other  moft  weighty  Oc- 
cafions ;  and  for  that  his  Majefly  holdeth  it  necefia  - 
ry,  upon  the  Report  w^hich  my  Lord  of  Winchefler, 
(who  was  prefent  at  the  lafi:  Arguments  by  his  Ma- 
jefly's Royal  Commandment)  made  to  his  Majefly, 
that  his  Majefly  be  firfl  confulted  with,  e*re  there 
be  any  further  proceedings  by  Arguments  by  any  of 
the  Judges,  or  otherwife ;  Therefore  tliat  the  day 
appointed  for  the  further  proceedings  by  Arguments 

"  of 
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of  the  Judges  in  that  cafe  be  put  off  till  his  Maje- 
fty's  further  Pleafure  be  known  ,  upon  confulting 
with  him.  And  to  that  end  that  your  Lordfhip 
forthwith  fignifie  his  Commandment  to  the  refl  of 
the  Judges,  whereof  your  Lordlhip  may  not  fail :  And 
(b  J  leave  your  LorJjhip  to  God's  Goodnefs. 

This  Thurfiay  at  After-  f^ur  Lovim  Friend  to  Command^ 

noon   the    zjth   oi  *=*  ' 

April,  i6i6.  _,        _. 

Fr.  Bacon. 

That  upon  this  Letter  received,  the  Lord  Chief  Ju- 
flke  returned  word  to  his  Majefly's  faid  Attorney  by 
his  Servant :  That  it  was  fit  the  reft  of  his  Brethren 
fhould  underfland  his  Majefly's  Pleafure  immediately 
by  Letters  from  his  faid  Attorney  to  the  Judges  of  the 
feveral  Benches,  and  accordingly  it  was  done  :  Where- 
upon all  the  faid  Judges  aflembled,  and  by  their  Letter 
under  their  Hands  certified  his  Majefty  that  they  held 
thofe  Letters  importing  the  fignification  aforefaid  to 
be  contrary  to  Law,  and  fuch  as  they  could  not  yield 
to  the  fame  by  their  Oath  ;  and  that  thereupon  they 
had  proceeded  at  the  day,  and  did  now  certifie  his 
Majefty  thereof;  which  Letter  of  the  Judges  his  Ma- 
jefty slfo  commanded  to  be  openly  read,  the  Tenor 
whereof  foUoweth,  in  h^ec  verba. 

Mofl  Dread  and  ntoft  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

T  may  pleafe  your  moft  Excellent  Majefty  to  be 

advertifed,  That  this  Letter  here  inclofed  was 

delivered  unto  n^e  your  Chiefjujlice  on  Thurfday  laft 
in  the  Afternoon,  by  a  Servant  of  your  Majefty 's 
Attorney  General,  and  Letters  of  like  efted:  were  on 
the  day  following  lent  from  him  by  his  Servant  to 
us  your  Majefty 's  Juftices  of  every  of  the  Courts  at 


it 
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'*  iVeflminJier  ;  We  are  and  ever  will  be  ready  with 
*'  ail  faithful  and  true  hearts,  according  to  our  boun- 
"  den  Duties  to  ferve  and  obey  your  Majelly,  and 
"  think  our  felves  moil  happy  to  fpend  our  Times  and 
*'  Abilities  to  do  your  Majelly  true  and  faithful  Ser- 
'*  vice  in  this  prefent  Cafe  mentioned  in  this  Letter  ,• 
'*  What  Information  hath  been  made  unto  you,  where- 
"  upon  Mr.  Attorney  doth  Ground  his  Letter  from  the 
*'  Report  of  the  Bilhop  oiWinton  we  know  not;  This 
"  we  know  that  the  true  fubftance  of  the  Caule  fiim- 
"  marily  is  thus :  It  confifteth  principally  upon  the 
"  Conftrudion  of  two  A^s  of  Parliament,  the  one  o: 
*'  the  i5th  year  of  King  Edw.  3.  and  the  other  of  the 
"  x^th  year  of  King  Hen.  8.  whereof  your  Majefly's 
"  Judges  upon  their  Oaths,  and  according  to  their 
"  bed  Knowledge  and  Learning  are  bound  to  dehver 
"  their  true  Underftanding,  Faithfully  and  Uprightly  ; 
"  and  the  Cafe  between  two  for  private  Intcrell  and 
"  Inheritance  earneflly  called  on  for  Juftice  and  Expe- 
"  dition.  We  hold  it  our  duty  to  inform  your  Majelly, 
**  That  our  Oath  is  in  thefe  exprefs  words,  That  in 
"  Cafe  any  Letters  come  unto  us  contrary  to  Law,  that  we 
"  ds  nothing  hy  juch  Letters  hut  certifie  your  Majefiy 
"  thereof,  and  go  forth  to  do  the  Law,  not  with]}  an  ding 
*'  the  fame  Letters  ;  We  have  adviledly  confidered  oi 
"  the  faid  Letter  of  Mr.  Attorney,  and  with  one  confent 
'*  do  hold  the  fame  to  be  contrary  to  Law,  and  flich 
''  as  we  could  not  yield  to  the  fame  by  our  Oath,  al- 
"  furediy  perfwading  our  (elves  that  your  Majefty  be- 
"  ing  truly  informed,  that  it  ftandeth  not  with  your 
^'  Royal  and  Jull  Pleafure  to  give  way  to  them.  And 
''  therefore  knowing  your  Majcfly's  zeal  to  Juftice,  to 
'*  be  moft  renowned,  therefore  we  have  according  to 
"  our  Oaths  and  Duties  at  the  very  day  prefixed  the 
''    kft  term,  proceeded    and    thereof  certified    your 
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"  Majefly,  and  fhall  ever  pray  to  the  Almighty  for  your 
"  Majefly  in  all  Honour,  Health  and  Happinefs  long 
"  to  Reign  over  us. 

Serjeants-Inn,  iji/;  Ecliv.  Coke,  Henry  Hoharte^  Laur, 

^^'- •  '^'^'  Tan  field.  Pet.  War  hurt  on,  George 

Snigge,  Ja.  Altham^  Ed,  Bror/ie- 
ley,  John  Croke, Humphry  Winch e, 
John  Dodder idge,  Auguftine  l^ic- 
colls,  Robert  Houghton. 

His  Majedy  having  Confidered  of  this  Letter,  by  his 
Princely  Letters  returned  Anfwer,  reporting  himfcif 
to  their  own  Knowledge  and  Experience  what  Princely 
care  he  hath  ever  had,  fince  his  coming  to  the  Crown, 
to  have  Juftice    duly    Adminiftred    to    his  Subjeds, 
wdth  all  poflible  Expedition,  and  how  far  he  was  from 
eroding  or  delaying  of  Juflice,  when  the  Interefl  of 
any  private  Perfon  was  queftioned.     But  on  the  other 
fide  expreiTing  himfelf,  that  where  the  Cafe  concerned 
the  High  Powers  and  Prerogatives  of  his  Crown,  he 
would  not  endure  to  have  them  wounded   through 
the  fides  of  a  private  Perfon  ;  admon idling  them  alfo, 
lafily,  of  a  Cuflom  lately  entertained  ,    of  a  greater 
boldnefs  to  difpute  the  high  Points  of  his  Majefty's 
Prerogative  in  a  Popular  and  Unlawful  liberty  of  Ar- 
gument more  than    in  former   times  :    And  making 
them   perceive  alio  how  weak  and  impertinent  the 
pretence  of  Allegation  of  their  Oath  was  in  a  Cafe  of 
this  Nature,  and  how  well  it  miglit  have  been  fpared, 
with  many  other  weighty  Points  in   the  faid  Letter 
contained  :    Which  Letter  alfo  by  his  Majefly's  Ap- 
pointment and  Commandment  was  publickly  read  in 

bac  verha. 
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u  ^TpRuQy  and  Welbelovcd  Counfellors^  and  Trudy 
'*  J^  and  Welbeloved,  we  Greet  you  well.  We  per- 
"  ceive  by  your  Letter  that  you  conceive  the  Com- 
"  mandment  given  you  by  our  Attorney  General  in  our 
"  Name  to  have  proceeded  upon  wrong  Information  ,• 
"  But  if  you  lift  to  remember  what  Princely  care  we 
^'  have  ever  had  fince  our  coming  to  this  Crown,  to 
"  fee  Juftice  duly  Adminiftred  to  our  Subjeds,  with 
*'  all  poflible  expedition  ,•  and  how  far  we  have  ever 
"  been  from  urging  the  delay  thereof  in  any  fort  you 
"  may  fafely  perfwade  your  felves  that  it  was  no  fmall 
"  reafon  that  moved  us  to  fend  you  that  diredion  : 
"  You  might  very  well  have  fpared  your  labour 
"  in  informing  us  of  the  Nature  of  your  Oath  ;  For 
*'  although  we  never  ftudied  the  Common  Law  of  En^ 
"  gland '^  yet  are  we  not  ignorant  of  any  Points  which 
*'  belong  to  a  King  to  know  5  We  are  therefore  to  in- 
"  form  you  hereby,  that  we  are  far  from  croffing  or 
*'  delaying  any  thing  which  may  belong  to  the  Intereft 
''  of  any  private  party  in  this  Cafe,  but  we  cannot 
be  contented  to  fuffer  the  Prerogative  Royal  of  our 
Crown  to  be  wounded  through  the  fides  of  a  pri- 
vate Perfon ;  We  have  no  care  at  all  which  of  the 
Parties  fhall  win  his  Procefs  in  this  Cafe,  fo  that 
right  prevail,  and  that  Jullice  be  truly  Adminiflred. 
But  on  the  other  fide,  we  have  reafon  to  forefee 
that  nothing  be  done  in  this  Cafe  which  may 
wound  our  Prerogative  in  General  ,•  and  therefore 
fo  that  we  may  be  fure  that  nothing  fiiall  be  debated 
amongd:  you  which  may  concern  our  general  pow- 
er of  giving  Commendams,  we  defire  nor  the  Parties 
to  have  one  hours  delay  of  Judice,  but  that  our  Pre- 
rogative (hould  not  be  wounded  in  that  regard  for 
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"  ali  times  hereafter  upon  pretext  of  private  Perfons 
Interell,    we  fent  you  that  diredion  ;  which  we  ac- 
count as  well  to  be  wounded  if  it  be  publickly  dii- 
"  puted  upon,  as  if  any  fentence  were  given  againfi: 
"  it.    We  are  therefore  to  admonilli   you,  That  fince 
the  Prerogative  of  our  Crown  hath  been  more  bold- 
ly dealt  withal  in  Weftminfler-'Haily  during  the  time 
of  cur  Reign,  then  ever  it  was  before  in  the  Reigns 
of  divers  Princes  immediately  preceding  us,    that 
we  will  no  longer  endure  that  popular  and  unlaw- 
"  ful  Liberty  ;  and  therefore  we  were  juftly  moved  to 
*'  (end  you  that  direction  to  forbear  to  meddle  in  a 
''  Caufe  of  fo  tender  a  nature ,    till  we  had  further 
"  thought  upon  it.     We  have  caufe  indeed  to  rejoice 
of  your  zeal  for  your  (peedy  Execution  of  Juftice  : 
But  we  would  be  glad  that  all  our  Subjeds  might 
fo  find  the  Fruits  thereof,  as  that  no  Pleas  before 
you  were  of  older  date  than  this  is.   But  as  to  your 
Argument,  which  you  found  upon  your  Oath^  you 
give  our  Predeceflbrs  who  firft  founded  the  Oath,  a 
very  charitable  meaning,  in  perverting  their  inten- 
tion and  zeal  to  Juftice,  to  make  a  Weapon  of  it,  to 
ufe  againit  their  Succeflbrs :  For  although  your  Oath 
be,  that  you  fliall  not  delay  Juftice  between  any  pri- 
**  vate  Perfons  or  Parties,yet  was  it  not  meant  that  the 
*'  King  lliould  thereby  receive  harm,    before  he  be 
forewarned  thereof ;  Neither  can  you  deny  but  that 
every  Term,  you  will  out  of  your  own  Difcretions, 
for  Reafbns  known  unto  you ,   put  off  either  the 
hearing  or  determining  of  any  Ordinary  Caufe  be- 
betwixt  private  Perfons  till  the  next  Term  follow- 
ing.    Our  Pleafure  therefore  is,  who  are  the  Head 
and  Fountain  of  Juftice  under  God  in  our  Domini- 
ons, and  we  out  of  our  abfolute  Power  and  Autho- 
rity Royal  do  Command  you,  that  you  forbear  to 
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''  meddle  any  further  in  this  Tka  till  our  conning  to 
"  Town,  and  that  out  of  our  own  Mouth  you  hear 
'*  our  Pleafure  in  this  Bufinefs  ,*  which  we  do  out  of 
"  the  care  we  have,  that  our  Prerogative  may  not  re- 
"  ceivc  an  unwitting  and  indirect  blow  ;  and  not  to 
hinder  Juilice  to  be  adminiftrcd  to  any  private  Par- 
ties, which  no  Importunities  iliall  perfwade  us  to 
move  you  in.  Like  as  only  for  the  avoiding  of  your 
"  unreafonable  Importunity  of  Suitors  in  their  own 
"  particular,  that  Oath  was  by  our  Predeceflbrs  Or- 
"  dained  to  be  miniftred  unto  you,  (b  we  vvilL  you 
"  heartily  well  to  fare. 

9oJlJcnpL 

You  (hall  upon  the  Receipt  of  this  Letter  call  our 
Attorney  General  unto  you,  who  will  inform  you 
of  the  particular  Points  which  we  are  unwil- 
ling to  be  difputed  of  in  this  Cafe. 

This  Letter  being  read,  his  Majefly  refolved  to 
take  into  his  Confiderationthe  parts  of  the  Judges  Let- 
ter and  other  their  Proceedings  in  that  Caule,  and  the 
Errors  therein  contained  and  committed  ;  which  Errors 
his  Majefty  did  fet  forth  to  be  both  in  Matter  and  Man- 
ntr  ;  In  Matter^  as  well  by  way  of  OmiiTion  as  Com- 
milTion  ;  for  Omijfion  that  it  was  a  Fault  in  the  Judges^. 
that  when  they  heard  a  Counfelior  at  the  Barr  prefume 
to  Argue  againft  his  Majefty's  Prerogative,  which  in 
this  Cafe,  was  in  Effed:  his  Supremacy,  they  did  not- 
interrupt  and  reprove  fharply  that  bafe  and  bold  Courfe- 
of  Defaming  or  Impeaching  things  of  fo  high  a  Na- 
ture by  Difcourfe  ,•  efpecially  fince  his  Majefly  hath  ^ 
obferved,  that  ever  fince  his  Coming  to  the  Crown, 
the  popular  Sort  of  Lawyers  have  been  the  Men,  thaj? 
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mofl  affrontedly  in  all  Parliaments  have  trodden  upon 
his  Prerogative,  which  being  moft  contrary  to  their 
Vocation  of  any  Men,  fince  the  Law  nor  Lawyers  can 
never  be  refpe^ted,  if  the  King  be  not  reverenced.. 
It  doth  therefore  beft  become  the  Judges  of  any,  to 
check  and  bridle  fuch  impudent  Lawyers,  and  in  their 
(everal  Benches  to  difgrace  them  that  bear  (b  little  Re- 
fped:  to  their  King  s  Authority  and  Prerogative :  That 
his  Majefty  had  a  double  Prerogative,  whereof  the  one 
was  Ordinary^  and  had  Relation  to  his  private  Intereft, 
which  might  be,  and  was  every  day  difputed  in  Weft' 
winfter  Hall-,  The  other  was  of  an  higher  Nature,  re- 
ferring to  his  Supreme  and  Imperial  Power  and  Sove- 
reignty which  ought  not  to  be  difputed  or  handled  in 
vulgar  Argument :  But  that  of  late  the  Courts  of  the 
Common  Law  are  grown  fo  vaft,and  tranfcendent  as  they 
did  both  meddle  with  the  King's  Prerogative,  and  had 
incroached  upon  all  other  Courts  of  Juftice  ;as  the  High 
CommiJJion,  the  Councils  ellabliihed  in  Wales,  and  at 
York,  the  Court  of  Requefts. 

Concerning  that  which  might  be  termed  Commi/wn, 
his  Majeily  took  Exception  at  the  Judges  Letter  both 
in  Matter  and  Form  ,•  for  Matter,  his  Majefty  plainly 
demonftrated,  That  whereas  it  was  contained  in  the 
Judges  Letter,  That  the  Signification  of  his  Majefty's 
Letter  as  aforefaid,  was  contrary  to  Law;  and  not  a- 
greeable  to  the  Oath  of  a  Judge,  That  could  not  be  : 
firfl,  for  that  the  putting  off  any  Hearing  or  Proceed- 
ing upon  any  jurtornccellaryCaufe,  is  no  denying  or 
delaying  of  jullice,  but  Wifdom  and  Maturity  of  Pro- 
ceeding :  And  that  there  cannot  be  a  more  jull  and  ne- 
ceflary  Caufe  of  Stay,  than  the  Confuting  with  the 
King,  where  the  Caufe  concerns  the  Crown  :  And 
that  the  Judges  did  daily  put  dff  Caufcs  upon  lighter 
Occafions;    And  likewife  his  Majeily  did  defire  to 
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know  of  the  Judges  ,  how  his  Calling  them  to  Confult 
with  him  was  contrary  to  Law,  which  they  could  ne- 
ver Anfwerunto. 

Secondly^  That  it  was  no  bare  Suppofition  or  Sur- 
mi{e,  that  this  Caufe  concerned  the  King's  Prerogative ; 
for  that  it  had  been  directly  and  plainly  difputed  at 
the  Barr ;  and  the  very  difputing  thereof  in  a  publick 
Audience,  is  both  dangerous  and  diilionourabie  to  his 
Majefly. 

Thirdly,  That  the  manner  of  the  putting  off  that 
which  the  King  required,  was  not  infinite  nor  long 
time,  but  grounded  upon  his  Majefty's  weighty  Occa- 
{ions,  which  were  notorious ;  by  Reafon  whereof  he 
could  not  fpeak  with  the  Judges  before  the  Argument,- 
And  that  there  was  a  certain  Expedlation  of  his  Maje- 
fty's  Return  at  Whiffontide.  And  likewife  that  the 
Caufe  had  been  fo  lately  handled  and  argued,  and 
would  not  receive  Judgment  by  the  Eafter  Term  next, 
as  the  Judges  themfelves  afterwards  confefled. 

And  attervvards ,  becaufe  there  was  another  juH: 
Caufe  of  Abfence  for  the  two  Chief  Juftices,  for  that 
they  ought  to  have  aflifted  the  LordChancellor  the  fame 
Day  in  a  great  Caufe  of  the  King's,  followed  by  the 
Lord  Huns  don  againfl  the  Lord  William  Howard  ia 
Chancery  ;  which  Caufe  of  the  King's,  efpecially  being 
fo  worthy,  ought  to  have  had  Precedency  before  any 
Caufe  betwixt  Party  and  Party.  Alfb  where  it  was 
contained  in  the  Judges  Letter  that  the  Caufe  oiConi' 
rnendams  ,  was  but  a  Caufe  of  private  Intereft  between 
Party  and  Party ;  his  Majefty  (hewed  plainly  the  con- 
trary ,*  not  only  by  the  Argument  of  Serjeant  Chihorrie^ 
v/hich  was  before  his  Commandment,  but  by  the  Ar- 
gument of  the  Judges  themfelves,  namely  JufliceN/c- 
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cols  which  was  after,  but  efpecially  fince  one  of  the 
Parties  is  a  Bijhop  who  pleaded  for  the  Comwendams  by 
the  Virtue  of  his  Majefly's  Prerogative. 

Alfo  whereas  it  was  contained  in  the  Judges  Letter,, 
that  the  Parties  called  upon  them  earneftly  for  Juflice , 
bis  Majeily  conceived  it  to  be  but  Pretence  ,•  Urging 
them  to  prove  that  there  w^as  any  Solicitation  by  the 
Parties  for  Expedition  ,  otherwife  then  in  an  ordinary 
Courfe  of  Attendance,*  which  they  could  not  prove. 

As  for  the  Form  of  the  Letter,  his  Majefty  Noted, 
that  it  was  a  new  Thing,  and  very  undecent  and  unfit 
for  Subjedsto  difobey  the  King's  Commandment,  but 
molt  of  all  to  proceed  in  the  mean  time,  and  to  return 
to  him  a  bare  Certificate ;  whereas  they  ought  to  have 
concluded  with  the  laying  down  and  repreienting  of 
their  Reafons  modeftly  to  his  Majefty,  why  they 
ihould  proceed  ,•  and  (q  to  have  fubmitted  the  fame  to 
his  Princely  Judgment,  expeding  to  hear  from  him 
whether  they  had  given  him  Satisfaction . 

Alter  this  his  Majefly's  Declaration^  all  the  Judges 
fell  down  upon  their  Knees,  and  acknowledged  their 
Error  for  Matter  and  Form,  humbly  craving  his  Ma- 
jeily's  gracious  Favour  and  Pardon  for  the  fame. 

But  tor  the  Matter  of  the  Letter,  the  Lord  Chief  Ju- 
fiice  of  the  Kit^s  Bench  entred  into  a  Defence  thereof; 
The  EffecSt  whereof  was;  That  the  Stay  requited  by 
his  Majedy  was  a  Delay  of  Juflice,  and  therefore  con- 
trary to  Law,  and  the  Judges  Oath  ;  and  that  the 
Judges  knew^  well  amongfl  themfelves,  that  the  Cafe 
(^as  they  meant  to  handle  it)  did  not  concern  his  Ma- 
jefly's Prerogative  of  gran  ting  o^Commendams.  And  thai: 
if  the  Day  had  not  held  by  the  not  coming  of  the 
Judges,  the  Suit  had  been  difcontinued ,  wliich  had 
been  a  failing  of  Juftice,  and  that  they  could  not  ad- 
journ it,  becaufe  Mr.  Attcrne-h  Letter  mentioned  no 
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Day  certain,  and  that  an  Adjournment  muft  always 
be  to  a  Day  certain. 

Unto  which  Anfwer  of  the  Chief  Jufiice,  his  Majc- 
fly  did  reply,  that  for  the  laft  Conceipt  it  was  meer 
Sophijiry  ^  for  that  they  might  in  their  Difcretions 
have  prefixed  a  convenient  Day,  fuch  as  there  might 
have  been  time  for  them  to  confult  with  his  Majefty 
before,  and  that  his  Majefty  left  that  Point  of  Form  to 
themfelvcs. 

And  tor  that  other  Point,  that  they  (liould  take  upon 
them  peremptorily  to  difcern  whether  the  Plea  con- 
cerned the  King's  Prerogative,  without  confulting 
with  his  Majefly  firll,  and  informing  his  Princely  Judg- 
ment, was  a  thing  prepofterous ;  For  that  they  ought 
firft  to  hive  made  that  appear  to  his  Majefty,  and  fo  to 
have  given  him  AfTurance  thereof  upon  confulting 
with  him. 

And  for  the  Matter^  that  it  fhould  be  againfl  the 
Law,  and  againft  their  Oath  ,  his  Majefly  faid  he  had 
fpoken  enough  before  ;  unto  which  the  Lord  Chief  Ju^ 
ftice  in  effect  had  made  no  Anfwer,  but  only  infifted 
upon  the  former  Opinion  ,•  and  therefore  the  King  re- 
quired the  Lord  Chancellor  to  deliver  his  Opinion  upon 
that  Point,  whether  the  Stay  that  had  been  required  by 
his  Majefty  were  contrary  to  Law,  or  againit  the  Judges 
Oaih. 

The  Chancellor  flood  up  and  moved  his  Majefty  that 
becaufe  this  Queftion  had  Relation  to  Matter  of  Law, 
his  Majefty  would  be  inform.ed  by  his  learned  Council 
firll:,  and  they  iirft  to  deliver  their  Opinions  which  his 
Majefly  commanded  them  to  do. 

Whereupon  his  Majefty 's  Attorney  General  gave  his 
Opinion,  that  the  putting  off  of  the  day  in  manner  as 
was  required  by  his  Majelly  to  his  Underdanding,  was 
without  all  fcruple  no  delay  of  Juftice,  nor  danger  of 
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the  Judges  Oath  ;  infifling  upon  feme  of  the  Reafons 
which  his  Majeity  had  formerly  opened,  and  adding 
that  the  Letter  he  had  formerly  written  by  his  Maje- 
ily's  Command,  was  no  Imperious  Letter  ,•  as  to  fay 
his  Majefty  for  certain  caufes,  or  for  caufes  known  to 
himfelf,  would  have  them  put  off  the  day  ;  but  fairly 
and  plainly  exprelTed  the  Caufes  unto  them,  for  that 
the  King  conceived  upon  my  Lord  of  Whtons  Report, 
that  the  Caufe  concerned  him  ,•  and  that  his  Majefty 
would  have  willingly  fpoken  with  them  before,  but  by 
reafbn  of  his  important  Bufinefs  could  not,  and  there- 
fore required  a  flay  till  they  might  conveniently  fpeak 
with  him,  which  they  knew  could  not  be  long.     And 
in  conclufion  of  his  Speech  wiihed  the  "Judges  to  con- 
fider  fcrioufly  with  themfelves,  v>/hether  they  were  not 
in  greater  danger  of  Breach  of  their  Oaths  by  the 
proceedings  than  they  would  have  been  by  their  ftay ; 
For  that  it  is  part  of  their  Oath  to  counlel  his  Majefty 
when  they  arc  called  ,♦  and  if  they  will  proceed  Hrft  in 
a  Bufinefs  whereupon  they  are  called  to  Counlel,  and 
will  Counfel  him  when  the  Matter  is  paft,  it  is  more 
than  a  fimple  Refufal  to  give  him  Council;  and  fo  con- 
cluded his  Speech,  and  the  reft  of  the  learned  Coun- 
cil confented  to  his  Opinion. 

Whereupon  the  Lord  Chief  Juftke  of  the  Kings 
Bench  anfwering  nothing  to  the  Matter,  took  Excepti- 
on that  the  King's  Council,  Learned  iliould  plead  or 
difpute  with  the  Judges ;  For  he  faid  they  were  to  plead 
before  Judges  and  not  to  difpute  with  them.  Whereun- 
to  the  King's  Attorney  replyed,  that  he  found  that  Ex- 
ception ftrange,  for  that  the  King  s  Learned  Council, 
were  by  Oath  and  Office,  and  much  more  where  they 
had  the  King's  exprefs  Commandment,  without  Fear 
of  any  Man's  Face,  to  proceed  or  declare  againft  any 
the  greateft  Peer  or  Subjed  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  not 

onely 
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onely  any  Subjcd:  in  particular,  but  any  Body  of  Sub- 
jeds  or  Perfbns  were  they  Judges  ,  or  were  they  of  an 
Upper  or  lower  Houfe  ot  Farliament^  in  Cafe  they  ex- 
ceed the  Limits  of  their  Authority,  or  took  any  thing 
from  his  Majefty's  Royal  Power  or  Prerogative  :  And 
fo  concluded,  that  this  Challenge,  and  that  in  his  Ma- 
jefiy's  Prefence,  was  a  Wrong  to  their  Places,  for  which 
he  and  his  Fellows  did  appeal  to  his  Majefty  for  Repa- 
ration. And  thereupon  his  Majefty  did  affirm,  that  it 
was  their  Duty  fo  to  do,  and  that  he  would  maintain 
them  therein,  and  took  Occafion  afterward  again  to 
fpeak  of  it,  for  when  the  Lord  Chief  Juflice  (aid  he 
would  not  difpute  with  his  Majelty,  the  /Ci^g  replyed, 
That  the  Judges  would  not  difpute  with  him,  nor  his 
Learned  Council  might  not  difpute  with  them  ,•  Co 
whether  they  did  well  or  ill,  it  mud  not  be  difputed. 

After  this  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared  his  Mind 
plainly  and  clearly,  that  the  Stay  that  had  been  by  his 
Majefty  required,  was  not  againft  the  Law ,  nor  a 
Breach  of  the  Judges  Oath,  and  required  that  the 
Judges  Oath  it  (elf,  might  be  read  out  of  the  Statute, 
which  was  done  by  the  King's  Solicitor^  and  all  the 
Words  thereof  weighed  and  confidered. 

Thereupon  his  Majefiy  and  t\\Q  Lords  thought  good, 
to  ask  the  'judges  (everally  their  Opinions  ,•  the  Quefn- 
on  being  put  in  this  Manner:  Whether  if  at  any  time^ 
in  a  Cafe  depending  hefore  the  Judges  his  Majefly  concei- 
ved it  to  concern  him  either  in  Power  or  Profit^  and  there- 
upon required  to  confult  with  them  and  that  they  fhould  flay 
Proceedings  in  the  mean  time  ;  they  ought  not  to  flay  ac- 
cordingly :  They  all  (^  the  Lord  Chief  Jujlice  onely 
excepted)  yielded  that  they  would,  and  acknowledged  it 
to  be  their  Duties  fo  to  do:  Onely  the  Lord  C/;/(ffy///?/cf 
of  the  Kings  Bench  (aid  for  Anfwer,  That  when  the 
Cafe  lliould  be ,  he  would  da  that  which  fliould  be  fit 

Y  z  for 
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for  a  Judge  to  do.     And  the  Lord  Chief  Juflke  of  the 
Common-Fleas  who  had  affented  with  the  refl,  added  that 
he  would  ever  truft  the  Juftice  of  his  Majefly's  Com- 
mandment.    After  this  was  put  to  a  point,  his  Maje- 
fly  thought  fit ,  in  refped  of  the  further  Day  of  Ar- 
gument, appointed  the  Saturday  following  for  the  Com- 
mendams^  to  know  from  his  Judges  what  he  might  ex- 
pert from  them   concerning  the  fame.      Whereupon 
the  Lord  of  Canterhury  breaking  the  Cafe  into  fome 
Queflions,  his  Majefly  did  require  his  Judges  to  deal 
plaijily  with  him,  whether  they  meant  in  their  Argu- 
ment to  touch  the  general  Power  of  Granting  Com- 
fYiendams,  yea  or  no.  Whereupon  all  the  faid  Judges  did 
promife  and  aflure  his  Majefly,  that  in  the  Argument 
of  the  faid  Cafe  of  Commendams  they  would  fpeak  no^ 
thing,  which  Ihould  weaken  or  draw  into  Doubt  his 
Majefly's  Prerogative  for  Granting  of  them  ,•  but  in- 
tended particularly  to  infift  upon  the  Points  of  Lapfe, 
and  other  Judicial  Points  of  this  Cafe,  which  they 
conceived  to  be  of  a  Form  differing  from  all   other 
Commendams  which  have  been  pradlifed. 

The  Judges  alfo  went  further,  and  did  promife  his 
Majefly  that  they  would  not  onely  abflain  from  fpeak- 
ing  any  thing  to  weaken  his  Majefty's  Prerogative  of 
Commendams,  but  would  diredlly  and  in  plain  Terms 
a^rm  the  fame,  and  corred:  the  erroneous  and  bold 
Speeches  which  had  been  ufed  at  the  Barr  in  derogati- 
on thereof. 

Alfb  the  Judges  did  in  general  acknowledge  and  pro- 
fefs  with  great  forwardnefs,  that  it  was  their  Duty,  if 
any  Counfellor  at  the  Law,  prefumed  at  any  time  to  call 
in  Quellion  his  Majefly's  high  Prerogative,  that  they 
ought  to  reprehend  them,  and  filence  them,  and  all 
promifed  fo  to  do  hereafter. 

Laftfyr 
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Lajlly^  the  two  Judges  that  were  then  next  to  argue, 
Mr.  Juftice  f)odderidge  and  Mr.  Juftice  W'lnche^  opened 
themfelves  unto  his  Majefty  thus  far;  That  they  would 
infift  chiefly  upon  the  Lapfe^  and  fome  Points  of  Un- 
certainty, Repugnancy,  and  Abfurdity;  being  pecu- 
liar to  this  Comrnendam ;  and  that  they  would  fliew 
their  Diflike  of  that  which  had  been  faid  at  the  Barr, 
for  the  weakening  of  the  General  Power  ;  and  Mr.  Ju- 
ftice Dodderidge  (aid  he  would  conclude  for  the  King, 
that  the  Church  was  void  and  in  his Majefty's  Gift,-  he 
alfo  (aid  that  the  King  might  give  a  Commendam  to  a 
BiHiop  either  before  or  after  his  Confecration,  and  that 
he  might  give  it  him  during  his  Life,  or  for  a  certain 
Number  of  Years. 

The  Judges  having  thus  far  fubmitted  and  declared 
themfelves,  his  Majeily  commanded  them  to  keep  the 
Bounds  and  Limits  of  their  feveral  Courts,  not  to  fuf- 
fer  his  Prerogative  to  be  wounded  by  rafii  and  unadvi- 
fed  Pleading  before  them,  or  by  new  Invention  of 
Law :  For  as  he  well  knew  the  true  and  antient  Com^ 
mon  Law  is  the  mod  favourable  for  Kings  of  any  Law 
in  the  World  ;  fohe  advifed  them  to  apply  their  Stu- 
dies to  that  antient  and  bell  Law,  and  not  to  extend  the 
Powder  of  any  other  of  their  Courts  beyond  their  due 
Limits  ,•  following  the  Prefidents  of  the  befl:  antient 
Judges  in  the  times  of  the  beil  Government;  and  that 
then  they  might  aflure  themfelves  that  he  for  his  part 
in  his  Protefiion  of  them,  and  expediting  of  Juftice, 
would  walk  in  the  Steps  of  Antient  and  beft  Kings. 
Whereupon  he  gave  them  Leave  to  proceed  in  their  Ar- 
gument. 

When  the  Judges  were  removed,  his  Majefty  that 
had  forborn  to  ask  the  Voices  and  Opinions  of  his 
Council  before  the  Judges,  becaufe  he  would  not  pre- 
judioate  the  Freedome  of  the  Judges  Opinion,  concern- 
ing 
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ing  whether  the  Stay  of  Proceedings  that  had  been  by 
his  Majefty  required,  could  by  au>  ConftrucStion  be 
thought  to  be  within  the  Compafs  of  the  Judges  Oath 
(which  they  had  heard  read  unto  them  )  did  then  put 
the  Queflion  to  his  Council  ,♦  who  all  with  one  Confent 
did  give  Opinion,  that  it  was  far  from  any  Colour  or 
Shadow  of  fuch  Interpretation,  and  that  it  was  againft 
common  Senfe  to  think  the  contrary,  efpecially  fince 
there  is  no  mention  made  in  their  Oath  of  Delay  of 
Ju(ike,  but  only  that  they  {hould  not  cief^y  Juftke,  nor 
be  moved  by  any  of  the  King's  Letters,  to  do  any  thing 
contrary  to  Law  or  Juftice. 


6,  Cant.  The,  Ellesmere  Cane. 

7h,  Suffolk,  E.  mrcejier, 

Pembroke.  Nottingham. 

Lenox.  W.  Knollys. 

John  Dighy.  Ralph  Winwoode. 

Tho.  Lake,  Fulke  Greville. 

Jul.  Cafar.  Fra.  Bacon. 


LXXVII. 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 


SIR, 


I  do  think  you  may  do  your  Self  Honour,  and,  that 
which  is  more ,  do  a  good  Work  ,•  if  you  will 
aflifl,  and  perfect  a  Motion  begun,  (  and  that  upon  a 
good  Ground,  both  of  Submiflion  and  Conformity,) 

for 
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for  the  refloring,  o^Dofior  Burges^  to  preach  iQa)  And 
I  wi/h,  likewife,  that  if  Grayes  Inne  fliould  think  good, 
(^  after  he  is  free  from  the  State  J  to  chiife  him,  for 
their  Preacher,  his  Majefty  fhould  not  be  againfl  it : 
For  certainly,  we  fliould  watch  him  well,  if  he  ihould 
fly  forth  ,•  fo  as  he  cannot  be  placed,  in  a  more  (afe  Au- 
ditory. This  may  feem  a  Trifle,  but  I  do  aflure  you,  I 
do  fcarce  know  a  particular  ,  wherein  you  may  open 
more  honeft  Mouths ,  to  fpcak  Honor  of  you,  than 
this.  And  I  do  extremely  defire,  there  may  be  a  full 
Cry  ,  from  all  forts  of  People,  (  efpecially  the  befl;, } 
to  fpeak,  and  to  trumpet  out  your  Commendations.  I 
pray  you  take  it  to  hearts  and  do  (bmewhat  in  it. 
I  reft, 

June  1 2.  Tour  devoted  and 

^^^^'  lounden  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 


(ii)  I  prefume  Mr.  Attorney  did  not  fucceed  in  his  Deflres,  but  that  not 
long  after  Doftor  Burgeffe  was  prefented  to  the  Parfonage  of  Sutton-Col- 
fieli  in  JVarroickJhire.  In  i6zo.  he  attended  Sir  Horace  Vere,  into  the  Pda.~ 
timte,  when  that  noble  General  conduced  thither  a  gallant  Regiment 
the  largeft  for  Number,  and  greateft  for  Quality,  (being  much  compofed 
of  Gentlemen)  that  had  been  feen. 

LXXVIII. 

From  the  Original. 
To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

SIR 


T 


Here  is  a  Particular  wherein  I  think  you  may  do 
your  felf  Honor,  which  as  I  am  informed  hath 

been 
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been  laboured  by  my  Lady  o^ Bedford  (^  a  )  and  put  in 
good  way  by  the  B/jfhop  of  Bathe  and  iVeils  (  ^  j  con- 
cerning the  relloring  to  preach  of  a  famous  Preacher, 
one  Dodor  Burgejfe^  who  though  he  hath  been  filen- 
ced  a  great  time,  yet  he  hath  now  made  fuch  a  Sub- 
raillion  touching  his  Conformity^  as  giveth  Satisfadion. 
It  is  much  defired  alfo  by  Grays  bine  (  if  he  fliall  be 
free  from  the  State,  )  to  chufe  him  for  their  Preacher: 
And  certainly  it  is  fafer  to  place  him  there,than  in  ano- 
ther Auditory^  becauie  he  will  be  well  watched,  if  he 
ihould  any  ways  fly  forth  in  his  Sermons  beyond  Duty. 
This  may  feem  a  Trifle  ;  but  I  do  afliire  you,  in  open- 
ing this  Man's  Mouth  to  preach,*  you  fliall  open  very 
many  Mouths  to  fpeak  Honor  of  you  ,•  and  I  confefs  I 
would  have  a  full  Qry  of  Tur'ttans^  of  Vapiflsy  of  all 
the  World  to  fpeak  well  of  you  ,*  And  befldes  I  am  per- 
fwaded ,  (which  is  above  all  earthly  Glory  }  you  fliali 


[cL^  Having  occafionally  mention'd  two  or  three  Ladies^  eminent  for 
their  Wit  and  Beauty  \  I  could  not  in  good  Manners  pafs  over  in  Silence 
my  Ludy  of  Bedford  5  fo  much  celebrated  for  both,  by  that  rare  Wit  of 
his  Time  Doiior  Dmne  j  and  by  that  of  our  own  Time  SlxJVill'um  Temple, 
for  the  admirable  Difpofition  of  her  Garden  at  Moor-Parli.  She  was  Si- 
fter and  Coheir  to  the  laft  Lord  Harrington  of  Extoni  who  dying  in  the 
entrance  of  the  Year  161 4.  and  the  2zth  of  his  Age,  refvived  in  the  Na- 
tion, the  Senfeit  had  of  the  Lofs  of  Prince  Henry  ,  as  being  a  young  No- 
bleman of  great  Hopes  and  Piety.  This  Lady  difpofed  of  much  of  the 
Eilate  flie  had  from  her  Brother  ;  felling  Burley  upon  the  H///in  the  County 
of  Rutland  J  to  the  then  Marquis  of  Buchjngham^  where  he  afterwards  a- 
dorned  the  Seat  with  noble  Stru(ftnres,  which  were  deftroy'd  in  the  Time 
of  our  Civil  Wars.  But  this  Place  is  now  recovering  its  ancient 
Splendor  at  the  expenfe  and  by  the  diredion,  of  its  prefent  Lord  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham. 

(b)  This  Bifliop  was  jth  Son  to  Sir  Edward  Montague^  and  Brother  to 
Edward  the  firft  Lord  Montague  of  Boughton,  a  Prelate  of  great  Learning 
and  Eloquence,  and  very  Munificent  3  and  by  fome  called  King  James's 
Ecclefiaftical  Favourite.  In  1616.  he  was  tranflated  to  WinchejUr^  and  dy- 
ing in  two  years  time,  he  was  buried  in  the  Body  of  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  Batke^  which  with  great  Coll  and  Care  he  had  preicrved  from  the  Ru- 
iueSj  which  Time  and  Negled  were  bringing  upon  it. 

do 
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do  God  good  Service  in  it.     I  pray  deal  with  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  it.     I  reft 

June  1 3.  2l7«r  devoted  and  hounden  Servant. 

1 6  1 6. 

Fra.  Bacon. 
LXXIX. 

From  the  Original,  {^a^ 

To  Sir  Georo-e  Vtll'iers, 

SIR, 

BEcaufe  I  am  uncertain  whether  his  Majefty  will 
put  to  a  Point,  fome  Rcfolutions  touching  Ire- 
land, now  at  Wind/or ;  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  at- 
tend his  Majefty  by  my  Letter,  (^  and  thereby  to  fup- 
ply  my  Abfence}  for  the  renewing  of  fome  former 
Commiflions  for  Ireland,  and  the  framing  of  a  new 
CommilTion  for  the  Wards  and  the  Alienations,  which 
appertain  properly  to  me  as  his  Majefty 's  Attorney,  and 
have  been  accordingly  referred  by  my  Lords.  I  will 
undertake  that  they  are  prepared  with  a  greater  Care, 
and  better  Application  to  his  Majefty 's  Service  in  that 
Kingdom,  then  heretofore  they  have  been  ;  and  there- 
fore of  that  I  fay  no  more.  And  for  the  Inftrudions 
of  the  new  Deputy,  they  have  been  iet  down  by  the 
two  Secretaries ;  and  being  things  of  an  ordinary  Na- 
ture, I  do  not  fee  but  they  may  pafs. 

But  there  have  been  three  Propofitions  and  Councils, 
which  feem  to  me  of  very  great  Importance  :  Where- 
in I  think  my  felf  bound  to  deliver  to  his  Maiefty  my 
Advice  and  Opinion,  if  they  iliould  now  come  in 
Queftion. 

(4)  This  Letter  is  printed  in   the  RefufcitMic  and  Cahr.'u,  but  is  here 
correfted  in  fome  places  by  the  Original. 

Z  The 
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the  firfi  is,  touching  the  Recufant  Mag/ft  rates  of 
the  Towns  of  Ireland^  and  the  Communalty*s  themfelves 
their  Eledors  ;  what  fliall  be  done.     Which  Confulta- 
tion  arifeth  from  the  late  Advcrtifements  from  the  two 
Lords  Juftkes,  upon  the  Inllance  of  the  two  Towns, 
Limerick  and  Kilkenny*,    in  which  Advertifement  they 
reprefent  the  Danger  oneiy,  without  giving  any  Light 
for  the  Remedy;  rather  warily  for  themfelves,  than  a- 
areeably  to  their  Duties,  and  Place. 
^  In  this  Point,  I  humbly  pray  his  Majefly,  to  remem° 
ber,  that  the  Refufal  is  not,  of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance, 
(which  is  not  enaded  in  Ireland;  )  but  of  the  Oath  of 
Supremacy^  which  cutteth  deeper  into  Matter  of  Con- 
Icience.     Alfo,  that  his  Majefty  will,  out  of  the  depth 
of  his  Excellent  Wifdom,  and  Providence,  think,  and 
as  it  were,  calculate  with  himfelf;  Whether  Time^  will 
itiake  more,  for  the  Caufe  of  Religion,  in  Ireland^  and 
be  Hill  more,  and  more,  propitious ;  Or  whether  de- 
ferring Remedies,  will  not  make  the  Cafe  more  diffi- 
cult.   For  if  Time,  give  his  Majefty  Advantage,  what 
needeth  Precipitation,  to  extreme  Remedies  ?     But  if 
Time  will  make  the  Cafe  more  defperate,  then  his 
Majefty  cannot  begin  too  foon.     Now  in  my  Opini- 
on, Time  will  open,  and  facilitate  Things,  for  Refor- 
mation of  Religion  there ;  And  not  fliut  up,  or  block 
the  fame.     For  firft,  the  Plantations  going  on,  and  be- 
jng,  principally,  of  Proteftants,  cannot  but  mate  the 
other  Party  in  Time :    Alfo,  his   Majefty 's  Care,  in 
placing  good  Bijhops ,    and  Divines;    In  amplifying 
the  College    there ;    And  in  looking ,    to  the  Educa- 
tion of  VVardsy  and  the  like ;    As  they  are,  the  mod 
Natural  Means,  fo  are  they  like,  to  be  the  m.ofl  efTe- 
dual,  and  happy  ,  for  the  Weeding  out  of /"e^/f/^, with- 
out ufing  the  Temporal   Sword ;  So  that,  I  think,  I 
may  truly  conclude,  that  the  Ripenejs  of  Time,  is  not 
yet  come.  There- 
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Therefore  my  Advice,  in  all  Humblenefs  is,  that 
this  hazardous  Courfe,  of  Proceeding,  to  tender  the 
Oath,  to  the  Magijirates  of  Towns,  proceed  not,  but 
dye  by  degrees.  And  yet,  to  preferve  the  Authority , 
and  Reputation  of  the  former  Council,  I  would  have 
fomewhat  done ;  which  is,  that  there  be  a  Proceeding, 
to  Seizure  of  Liberties ;  But  not  by  any  A&.  of  Pow- 
er, but  by  Q.UO  Warranto,  or  Scire  facias  ;  which  is  a 
Legal  Courfe ;  And  will  be  the  Work  of  three ,  or 
four ,  Terms ;  By  which  time,  the  Matter  will  (bme- 
what  cool. 

But  T  would  not  (  in  no  Cafe, )  that  the  Proceed- 
ing Ihonld  be  with  both  the  Towns,which  fland  now  in 
Contempt,  but  with  one  of  them  onely ;  choofing 
that,  which  fliall  be  thought  mofl  fit.  For  if  his  Ma- 
jefty,  proceed  with  both,  then  all  the  Towns  ,  that 
are  in  the  like  Cafe,  will  think  it  a  common  Caufe  j 
And  that  it  is,  but  their  Cafe  to  day,  and  their  own 
to  morrow.  But  if  his  Majefly  proceed  but  with  one, 
the  Apprehenfion  and  Terror,  wall  not  be  fo  ftrong; 
For  they  will  think,  it  may  be  their  Cafe,  as  well  to 
be  fpared,  as  profecuted^  And  this  is  the  bed  Advice, 
that  I  can  give  to  his  Majefty,  in  this  Straight;  And 
of  this  Opinion  ,  Teemed  my  Lord  Chancellor,  to  be. 

The  Second  Propofttion  is  this  .•  It  may  be,  his  Ma- 
jefly will  be  moved,  to  reduce  the  Number,  of  his 
Council  oi Ireland,  which  is  now  almofl  Fifty,  to  Twen- 
ty, or  the  like  Number  ,•  In  refped,  the  Greatnefs  of 
the  Number ,  doth  both  embafe  the  Authority  ,  of 
the  Council,  and  divulge  the  Bufinefs.  Neverthelefs,  I 
do  hold  this  Tropofition,  to  be  rather  fpecious,  and  fo- 
lemn,  than  needful  at  this  time ;  For  certainly,  it  will 
fill  the  State,  full  of  Difcontentment;  which,  in  a 
Growing  and  unfetled  Edate,  ought  not  to  be. 

Z  X  This 
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This  I  could  wifli ,  that  his  Majefly  would  appoint 
a  feled:  Number  of  Counfellors  there,  which  might 
deal  in  the  Improvement,  of  his  Revenue;  C Being  a 
Thing  not  fit  to  paft  through  too  many  Hands ,- )  And 
that  the  faid  feleded  Number,  lliould  have  Days  of 
Sitting,  by  themfelves  ,•  At  which,  the  refl  of  the 
Council,  (hould  not  be  prefent  ,•  Which  being  once  fet- 
led,  then  other  principal  Bufinefs  of  State,  may  be 
handled  at  thofe  Sittings ;  and  fo  the  refl  begin  to  be 
difufed,  and  yet  retain  their  Countenance,  without 
Murmu  r  or  Difgrace. 

The  Thirst  Fropofition,  as  it  is  wound  up,  feemeth 
to  be  pretty,  if  it  can  keep  promife :  For  it  is  this, 
That  a  Means  may  be  found,  to  re-enforce  his  Maje- 
fly's  Army  there  by  500,  or  a  1000  Men;  And  that, 
without  any  Penny  Encreafe  of  Charge.  And  the 
Means  fliould  be  ;  that  there  (liould  be  a  Commande- 
ment  of  a  Local  Removing,  and  transferring  fbme 
Companies,  from  one  Province,  to  another:  where- 
upon it  is  fuppofed,  that  many,  that  are  planted,  in 
Houfe,  and  Lands,  will  rather  leefe  their  Entertain- 
ment, than  remove  :  And  thereby,  new  Men  may 
have  their  Pay,  and  yet  the  old,  be  mingled  in  the 
Country,  for  the  Strength  thereof. 

In  this  Proportion,  two  things  may  be  feared  :  The 
one,  Difcontent  of  thofe,  that  (hall  be  put  off:  The 
other,  that  the  Companies  (hall  be  fluffed  with  Ty rones, 
inflcad  of  Veterant.  I  wilh  therefore,  that  this  Tropo- 
ftion,  be  well  debated,  ere  it  be  admitted.  Thus,  ha- 
ving performed  that,  which  Duty  binds  me  to;  I  com- 
mend you,  to  God's  beft  prefervation. 


Gtrhamburyy 
July  J.  1616, 

Tour  moft  devoted,  and  hounden 
Servant, 

Fra.  Bacon 
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To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

SIR, 

Ifend  you  the  B///  for  his  Majefty's  Signature,  re- 
formed according  to  his  Majefly's  Amendments, 
both  in  the  two  places,  (which,  laffure  you,  were  both 
altered  with  great  Judgement  j^  And  in  the  Third 
place,  which  his  Majefly  termed  a  Queftion  onely. 
But  he  is  an  idle  Body,  that  thinks  his  Majelty,  asks 
midleQueft/on;  And  therefore,  his  Majefly's  Quefli- 
ens,  are  to  be  anfi^ered,  by  Taking  away  the  Caufe 
of  the  dueftion^  and  not  by  Replying, 

For  the  Name,  his  Majefly's  Will  is  a  Law  in  thofe 
things ;  And  to  (peak  Truth,  it  is  a  well-founding,  and 
Noble  Name,  both  here,  and  abroad  :  And  being  your 
proper  N^wf,  T  will  take  it,  for  a  good  Sign,  that  you 
lliall  give  Honour,  to  your  Dignity,  and  not  your  Dig- 
nity to  you.  Therefore  I  have  made  it  f^ifcount  VtU 
Iters  :  And  for  your  Baronry^  I  will  keep  it  for  an  EarL 
dom :  For  though  the  other,  had  been  more  orderly, 
yet  that  is  as  ufual,  and  both  alike  good  in  Law. 

For  Ropers  place,  I  would  have  it  by  all  means,  diC- 
patched.  And  therefore,  I  marvail,  it  lingreth.  It 
were  no  good  manners,  to  take  the  Bufinefs,  out  of 
my  Lord  Treafurers  hands  ;  And  therefore,  I  purpofe 
to  write  to  his  Lordfhip,  if  I  hear  not  from  him  firfl, 
by  Mr.  Deccomb.  But  if  I  hear  of  any  Delay,  you 
will  give  me  leave,  (^efpecially  fince  the  King  named 
me,)  to  deal  with  Sir  John  Roper^  my  Self;  For  nei- 
ther I,  nor  my  Lord  Treafurer^  can  deferve  any  great 
thanks  of  you,  in  this  Buiinefs,  confidering  the  King 

hath 
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hathfpoken  to  Sir  John  Ropery  and  he  hath  promifed  ; 
And  befides,  the  thing  it  felf,  is  (b  reafbnable,  as  it 
ought,  to  be  as  foon  done,  as  (aid.  I  am  now  gotten, 
into  the  Countrey,  to  rtiy  Houfe,  where  I  have  Come 
little  Liberty,  to  think  of  that,  I  would  think  of,  and 
not  of  that,  which  other  Men  Hourly  break  my  Head 
withall,  as  it  was  '3lX,  London.  Upon  this,  you  may  con- 
clude, that  mod  of  my  Thoughts,  are  of  his  Majefly ; 
And  then,  you  cannot  be  far  off.  God  ever  ke^  you, 
and  profperyou,     I  reft  alwayes, 

/^ug.  f.  Tour  true  and  mofi  devot&d 

.i^i^'  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 
LXXXL 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

S  I  R, 

Ihave  (ent  you  now,  your  Patent  of  Creation  of 
LordBlechky,  of  Blechley,  and  of  Vifcount  Villiers. 
Blechley  is  your  own;  And  I  liked,  the  found  of  the 
Name  ;  better  than  Wh addon  :  But  the  Name,  will  be 
hid,  for  you  will  be  called  Vifcount  Villiers,  I  have  put 
them  both  in  a  Patent,  after  the  manner  of  the  Patent 
of  Arms,  where  Baronries  are  joyned.  But  the  chief 
Reafon  was,  becaufe  I  would  avoid  double  Prefaces ; 
which  had  not  been  fit :  Neverthelefs  the  Ceremony  of 
Robing,  and  otherwife,  mull  be  double  ;  And  now,  be- 
caufe I  am  in  the  Country,  I  will  fend  you,  fbme  of 
my  Country  Fruits,  which,  with  me,  are  good  Medita- 
■t/ons;  which,  when  I  am  in  the  City,  are  choked  with 
Bufmefs. 

After 
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Aftier  that  the  /Citjg^  (hall  have  watred,  your  new  Dig. 
Ttities,  with  his  Bounty,  of  the  Lands,  which  he  in- 
tends you  ;  And  that,  fome  otlier  things,  concerning 
your  means,  which  are  now  Hkewife  in  Intention,  fhall 
be  (etled  upon  you  ,•  I-  do  not  fee,  but  you  may  think , 
your  private  Fortunes  edabhrtied  ;  And  therefore,  it  is 
now  time,  that  you  (hou  Id  refer  your  Adioiis,  chiefly, 
to  the  Good,  of  your  Sovereign^  and  your  Comitry.  Ir 
is  the  Hfe,  of  an  Oxe,  or  a  Beafl,  always  to  cat,  and' 
never  to  exercife  ;  But  Men  are  born,  Ccfpecially  Chri- 
flian  Men,}  not  to  cramm  in  their  Fortunes,  but  to 
exercife  their  Vertues  ,•  And  yet,  the  other,  have  been 
the  unworthy,  and,  fometimes,  the  unlucky  humour, 
of  great  Perfons,  in  our  Times ;  Neither  will  your 
further  Fortune,  be  the  further  olT.  For  affurc  your 
felf,  that  Fortune  is  of  a  womans  Nature,  that  will 
fooner  follow  you  by  flighting,  than  by  too  much 
Wooing  :  And  in  this  Dedication,  of  your  felf  to  the 
Publick,  I  recomimend  unto  you,  principally,  tiiat 
which  I  think ,  was  never  done,  fince  I  was  born  i 
And  which  not  done,  hath  bred,  almoil,  a  Wilderneis, 
and  Solitude,  in  the  Kings  Service:  which  is,  that 
you  countenance,  and  encourage,  and  adv^ance,  able, 
and  vertuous  Men,  in  all  Kinds,  Degrees,  and  Profef- 
fions.  For  in  the  time  of  fome  late  great  Counfelloiirs^ 
when  they  bare  the  Sway,  able  Men,  were  by  de/lgn, 
and  of  purpofe,  fuppreffed  :  And  though,  now  fmce, 
Choice  goeth  better,  both  in  C/Wc/;  and  Commonwealth ; 
yet  Money,  and  Turn-ferving,  and  Cunning Canvifes, 
and  Importunity,  prevail  too  much.  And  in  places  of 
moment,  rather  make  Ahlc,  a^rrd  Honefi  Men,  yours^ 
than  advance  thofe,  that  are  otherwife,  becaufe  they 
QiVQ  yours  :  As  for  Cunning,  aiid  Corrupt  Men,  you 
mull,  I  know,  fometimes  ufe  ?hem,  but  keep  them  jst: 
a  diitance  -,  And  let  it  appear,  that  you  make  ufe  of 


them. 
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them,  rather  than  that  they  lead  you,  Alove  a//,  de- 
pend wholly,  C  next  to  Goi/,')  upon  the  ^i»g;  And  be 
ruled,  (  as  hitherto  you  have  been, }  by  his  Inflrudi- 
ons  J  For  that's  beft  lor  your  Self.  For  the  Kings  Care, 
and  Thoughts,  concerning  you,  are  according  to  the 
Thoughts,  of  di great  King;  whereas  your  Thoughts, 
concerning  your  Self,  are,  and  ought  to  be,  according 
to  the  Thoughts  of  a  Modefi  Man.  but  let  me  not  wea- 
ry you :  The  Summ  is,  that  you  think  Goodnefs^  the 
befl  part  olGreatnefs  ;  And  that  you  remember,whence 
your  Rifing  comes,  and  make  return  accordingly.  God 
ever  keep  you. 

Aug.  11.1616'  Your  true  and  mofl  Devoted 

Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 

The  greateft  Trufl  between  man  and  man,  is  the  Truft  of  giving  Cotin- 
|f/,  fays  Sir  Francis  Bacon  in  his  Effay  of  Counfel,  and  in  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing Letters.  And  which  part  lurely  no  man  could  have  difchargedwith 
greater  Fidelity  and  Ability,  then  he  did,  in  that  Excellent  Difcourfe  con- 
tained In  the  Cibala  p.  37,  and  prefented  to  Sir  Gfof^e  r/'/Z/erj  foon  after 
he  had  been  received  into  the  King's  Favour,  and  whereof  this  Letter  is  a 
fort  of  Abridgement.  But  therein  Sir  Francis  doth  defcend  into  fo  particular 
a  Confideration,  how  this  new  Favorite  ought  to  govern  himlelf  in  rela- 
tion to  all  Degrees  of  Men  ;  of  the  Good  he  might  do  ,  and  the  Evils  he 
might  prevent  ;  that  whofocver  in  his  Circumftances  fhall  obferve  and  pra- 
6lh'e  thofe  Rules,  mufthave  very  hard  luck,  if  he  doth  not  become  as  gra- 
cious in  the  Eyes  of  the  People,  as  of  the  Prince. 

LXXXII. 

To  the  KING. 

//  may  pie afe  your  mojl  Excellent  Majefly, 
Have  Cent,  Sir  George  Villiers  Patent^  drawn  again, 
containing  alio  a  Baronry ;    The  Name   Blechley^ 

whicli 
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u  Inch  is  his  oun  ;  And  to  my  Thinking,  foundeth  bet-, 
ter  than  Whaddon.  I  have  included  both  in  one  Patent,  to 
avoid  a  double  Preface,  and  as  hath  been  uled  in  the  Pa- 
tents of  Earls,  of  like  nature.  Neverthelefs,  the  Ce- 
remony of  Robing ,  and  orhervvife  is  to  be  double,  as 
is  aifo  ufed  in  like  cafe  of  Earls. 

It  refteth,  that  I  exprels  unto  your  Majefly,  my 
great  Joy,  in  your  Honouring  and  Advancing  this  Gen~ 
tleman  :  whom  to  defcribe,  not  with  Colours  but  with 
true  Lines,  I  may  fay  this  ,•  Your  Majefly ,  certainly 
hath  found  out,  and  chofen  a  Cafe  Nature,  a  capable 
Man,  an  honcil:  Will ,  Generous  and  Noble  AfTefti- 
ons,  and  a  Courage  well  lodged ;  And  one  that,  I  know, 
lovethyour  Majefly  unfeignedly ;  And  admircth  you  as 
much  ,  as  is  in  a  Man,  to  admire  his  Sovereign,  upon 
Earth.  Onely,  your  Majefhy's  School,  C  wherein  he 
hath  already  fo  well  profited,  as  in  this  Entrance  upon 
the  Stage,  being  the  Time  of  greatefl  Danger,  he  hath 
not  committed  any  manifeft  Errour  ;)  will  add  Perfc- 
(ftion  ,  to  your  Majefly 's  comfort,  and  the  great  Con- 
tentment of  your  People,  GodQVQr  preferve,  and  prof- 
per  your  Majefly.     I  refl  in  all  Humblenefs, 

Aug.  ii.  i^i^.  Tour  Majejlys^  mofl  honnden  and 

mofi  devoted,  Suhjetl,  and  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 

LXXXIIL 

To  Sir  Gcorcre  Villiers. 


I 


SIR, 
Took  much  Contentment,    in  that,    I  perceive 
by  your  Letter,  that  you  took  in  fo  good  part,  the 

A  a  Free- 
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Freedom  of  my  Advice,-  And  that  your  Self  in  your 
own  Nature ,  confented  therewith.  Certainly,  fto  Ser- 
vice is  comparable^  to  good  Couvfel ;  And  the  Reafon  is, 
becaufe  no  Man,  can  do  fo  much,  for  another,  as  a  Man, 
may  do  for  himfelf :  Now  good  Counfel  helpeth  a  Man, 
to  help  himfelf.  But  you  have  fo  happy  a  Mafier^  as 
fupplyeth  all.  My  Service,  and  good  will,  (hall  not 
be  wanting, 

It  was  gracioufly  and  kindly  done  alfo,  of  his  Ma* . 
jefty  towards  me,  to  tell  you,  that  you  v/ere  behold- 
ing tom.e.  But  it  mud  be  then,  for  Thinking  of  you 
as  I  do  ;  For  otherwife,  for  Speaking  as  I  think  ,  it  is 
but  the  part  of  an  honed  Man.  I  (end  you  your  Pa- 
tent^  whereof  G^^  give  you  Joy  :  And  I  fend  you  here 
inclofed,  a  little  Note  of  Remembrance,  for  that  part  of 
the  Ceremony^  which  concerneth  the  Patent :  For  as 
for  other  Ceremonies  I  leave  to  others. 

yiy  Lord  Chancellor^  difpatcht  your  F^/^«/^,  prefent- 
ly  upon  the  Receit ;  And  writ  to  me,  how  glad  he  was 
of  it,  and  how  w'ell  he  wilhed  you.  If  you  writ  to 
him,  a  few  v.ords  of  Thanks,  I  think,  you  (hall do 
well.     God  keep  you  and  profper  you.  I  ever  reft, 

Aiigufi:  2.0.  i<5i6.  Tour  true  ^  and  m oft 

devoted^  Servant. 

Fr.  Bacon. 

LXXXIV. 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

SIR, 

I  am  more  and  more  bound,  unto  his  Majefly,  who, 
I  think,  knowing  me  to  have  other  Ends,  than  Am- 
bition, 
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bition,  is  contented  to  make  me  Judge  of  mine  own 
Defires.  I  am  now  beating  my  Brains,  (among  many 
Cares-,  of  his  Majefty's  Bufmcfs,^  touching  the  Re- 
deeming the  Time,  m  this  Bufinefs  of  Qloth.  The 
great  Queftion  is ;  How  to  mift,  or  how  to  mate  the 
Flemmings;  How  to  pafs  by  them,  or  how  to  pafs  over 
them. 

In  my  next  Letter,  I  fliall  alter  your  Stile,-  but  I 
Hiall  never  whilft  I  breath,  alter  mine  own  Stile ,-  In 
being 

Aug.  2 i.  1^15.  Tour  true,  and  mo fl  devote d^ 

Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 
LXXXV. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  K  I K  G.. 

//  may  pleafeyour  mofl  Excellent  Majefly^ 

Flrft  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  thank  the  God 
of  all  Mercy  and  Salvation  ,  that  he  hath  prefer- 
ved  you  from  receiving  any  Hurt  by  your  Fall ;  And  I 
pray  his  divine  Majefty  ever  to  preferve  you  on  Horfe- 
bac'k  and  on  Foot,  from  Hurt,  and  fear  of  Hurt. 

Now  touching  the  Clothing  bufinefle  ,•  For  that  I  per- 
ceive the  Cloth  goeth  not  off  as  it  (houid,  and  that 
Wilt fl) ire  is  now  come  in  with  Complaint  as  well  as 
Gloucejierjhire  and  Worcejierjhirc,  Co  that  this  Gangreen 
creepeth  on  ;  I  humbly  pray  your  Majefty  to  take  into 
your  Majefty's  Princely  Confideration  a  Remedy  for 

A  a  1  the 
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the  prefent  (land,  which  certainly  will  do  the  Deed  ,* 
and  for  any  thing  that  I  know  will  be  Flonorable  and 
Convenient,  though  joyned  with  fome  lofle  in  your 
Majefly's  Cullomes,  which  I  knowe  in  a  bufinelle  of 
thii  quality,  and  being  but  for  an  Interim,  til  you  may 
negotiate,  your  Majefty  doth  not  efteem.  And  it  is 
this. 

That  your  Majedy  by  your  Proclamation,  do  for- 
bid C  after  fourteen  dayes,  giving  that  time  for  futing 
mens  felves ')  the  wearing  of  any  (luffe  made   wholly 
of  Silk,  without  mixture  of  Wool,  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  months.  So  your  Majefty  (hall  fupply  outward  vent, 
with  inward  ufe,   fpecially  for  the  finer  Cloths,  which 
are  thofe  wherein  the  ftand  principally  is,  and  which 
filk  Wearers  are  hkeft  to  buy  ,•  And  you  iliall  lliew  a 
moil  Princely  Care  over  thoufands  of  the  poor  people  ,• 
And  befides  your  Majefty  iliali  blowe  a  Home,  to  let 
the  Flemings  know  your  Majefty  will  not  give  ever  the 
Chace.     Again,  the  Winter  feafbn  coming  on  is  fittteft 
for  wearing  of  Cloth,  and  there  is  Scope  enough  left 
for  bravery  and  vanity  by  lacing  and  cmbroydery,  fo 
it  be  upon  Cloth  or  Stuffes  of  Wool. 

I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  ofter  and  fubmit  this  reme- 
dy, amongft  others,  to  your  Majefty 's  great  Wifdom, 
becaufe  it  pleas'd  you  to  lay  the  Care  of  this  bufinefte 
upon  me,  and  indeed  my  Care  did  fiy  to  it  before,as  it 
fhall  always  do  to  any  Knots  and  Diilicultyes  in  your 
bufmeft'e,  wherein  hitherto,  I  have  been  not  unlortu 
nate,  God  ever  have  you  in  his  moft  pretious  Cuftody, 

Sept  13.  idi^.  Tour  Majejlies  moft  fay  thful 

and  moft  hounden  Servant. 

Fra.  Bacon, 

Lxxxvr 
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LXXXVI. 

Front  the  Original. 
To  the  Lord  Vifcount  Fillers. 

My  very  good  Lord. 

T  was  my  Opinion  from  the  beginning,  that  this 
Company  will  never  overcome  the  bufinefle  of  the 
Cloth ;  and  that  the  Impediments  are  as  much  or  more 
in  the  perfons  which  are  Inftrumenta  animata  then  in  the 
dead  bufinefle  itfelfe. 

I  have  therefore  fent  unto  the  King  here  inclofed  my 
ReafoHSy  which  I  pray  your  Lordihip  to  Oiew  his  Ma- 
jefty. 

The  new  Company  and  the  old  Company  are  but  the 
Sons  of  Adam  to  me,  and  I  take  my  felf  to  have  fome 
Credit  with  both,  but  it  is  upon  Fear  rather  with  the 
Old,  and  upon  Love  rather  with  the  New,  and  yet 
with  both  upon  per{\varion  that  I  underfland  the  bu- 
finede. 

Nevcrthelede  I  walk  in  via  regii),  which  is  not  ab- 
(blutely  acceptable  to  either.  For  the  new  Company 
would  have  all  their  demands  granted,  and  the  old 
Company  would  have  the  King's  Work  given  over  and 
deferted. 

My  Opinion  is,  that  the  old  Company  be  drawn  to 
fucceed  into  the  Contrad",  (elfe  the  King's  Fionour 
fuffereth)  and  that  we  all  draw  in  one  uay  to  efTed: 
that.  If  Time,  which  is  the  wifefl  of  things,  prove  the 
work  impofTible  or  inconvenitnt,  which  1  do  not  yet 
believe,  I  know  his  Majefty  and  the  State  will  norfuf' 
fer  them  to  pcrifh. 

I. 
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I  wifh  what  ihall  be  done,  were  done  with  Refolutioa 
and  Speed,  and  that  your  Lordfliip  C  becaufe  it  is  a 
gracious  bufmefTe)  had  Thankes  of  it  next  the  King  ; 
and  that  there  were  (bme  Commijjion  under  his  Majeftics. 
Sign  Manual,  to  deal  with  fome  feleded  Perfons  of  the 
Old  Company,  and  to  take  their  Anfwers  and  Confent 
under  their  hands,  and  that  the  procuring  the  Com- 
mifTion,  and  the  procuring  of  their  Offers  to  be  accept- 
ed, were  your  Lordihip  s  Work. 

In  this  Treaty  my  Lord  Chancellor  muft  by  no 
means  be  left  out,  for  he  will  moderate  well  and  aimeth 
at  his  Majefties  ends. 

Mr.  Solicitor  is  not  yet  returned  but  I  look  for  him 
prefently.     I  reft 

Monday  t4th  of  Tour  hordjhtp's  true  and 

fh?clo?ke!°  °^  ^ofi  <^^'^'^  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 


LXXXVII. 

From  the  Original, 

^afons  why  the  new  Company  is  not  to  be  trufted 
and  concinued  with  the  Trade  of  Clothes. 

^Irfi,  The  Company  Confifls  of  a  Number  of 
Young  men  and  Shopkeepers,  which  not  being 
hr^^.  in  the  Trade,  are  fearful  to  medle  with  any  of  the 
Dear  and  fine  Clothes,  but  only  medle  with  the  Courlc 
Clothes,  which  is  every  Mans  skill  j  And  befides  ha- 
ving other  Trades  to  live  upon,  they  come  in  the  Sun- 
ihiac  fo  long  as  things  go  well,  and  affoon  as  they  meet 

with 
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with  any  Storme  or  Cloud,  they  leave  Trade,  and  goe 
back  to  Shop- keeping.  Whereas  the  old  Company  were 
beaten  Traders,  and  having  no  other  means  of  iiving 
but  that  Trade,  were  fain  to  ride  out  all  Accidents  and 
Difficulties,  (  which  being  men  of  great  ability)  they 
were  well  able  to  do. 

Secondly,  Thefe  Young  men  being  the  Major  part, 
and  having  a  Kind  of  Dependance  upon  Alderman 
Cockaine ,  they  Carry  things  by  plurality  of  voices,- 
And  yet  tliofe  {(ivj  or  the  old  Company  which  are  a- 
mongll  them  do  drive  almoft  Three  parts  of  the  Trade  ,• 
and  it  is  impoffible  things  fliould  go  a-ell,  where  one 
part  gives  the  vote^  and  the  other  doth  the  work  ;  fo  that 
the  execution  of  all  things  lyes  Chiefly  upon  them  that 
never  Confentcd,  which  is  meerly  Motus  vtolentus^  and 
cannot  laft. 

Thirdly;  The  new  Company  make  Continually  fuch 
new  fpringing  demands,  as  the  State  can  never  be  (e- 
cure  nor  truft  to  them,  neither  doth  it  feem  that  they 
do  much  truft  themfelves, 

Fourthly,  the  prefent  ftand  of  Cloth  at  Blackwell-hall 
(  which  is  that  that  prefTeth  the  State  moft,  and  is  pro- 
vided for  but  by  a  Temporary  and  weak  remedy  }  is 
fuppofed  would  be  prefently  at  an  Qn6,  upon  the  revi- 
vor of  the  Old^  in  refped  that  they  are  able  Men  and; 
united  amongft  themfelves. 


Fifthly,  in  thefe  Cafes  *   Opinio   eft  veritate  major,  *  opinion^ 
and  the  very  voice  and   expectation  of  revivor  of  the  is  greater 
old  Company  will  Comfort  the  Clothiers,  and  encou-  y^^y] 
rage  them  not  to  lay  down  their  Loomes, 


Sixthly^ 
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Sixthly^  The  very  Flemings  themfelves  (in  regard  of 
the  pique  they  have  againit  the  new  Company  }  are 
like  to  be  more  pHant  and  Tradable  towards  his  Maje- 
ilies  ends  and  defires. 

Seventhly^conCidiCnng  the  Bufinefs  hath  not  gone  on 
well ;  his  Majefly  mud  either  lay  the  Fault  upon  the 
matter  itfelf,  or  upon  the  perfons  that  have  managed  it ; 
wherein  the  King  fliall  belt  acquit  his  Honor,  to  lay  it 
where  it  is  indeed  ;  that  is,  upon  the  Carriage  and 
Proceedings  of  the  new  Company,  which  have  been 
full  of  uncertainty  and  abufe. 

Laflly^  The  Subjects  of  this  Kingdom  generally  have 
an  ill  Tafte  and  Conceipt  of  the  new  Company,  and 
therefore  the  putting  of  them  down,  will  difcharge  the 
State  of  a  great  deal  of  Envy. 

Lxxxviir. 

From  the  Original.  — 

To  the  Lord  Vijcount  Villiers. 

My  'very  good  Lor (Jy 

NO VV  that  the  King  hath  received  my  Opinion, 
with  the  Judges  Opinion  unto  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred, touching  the  Propofition  for  Innes  in  point  of 
Law  J  Itreileth  that  it  be  moulded  and  carried  in  that 
ibrt,  as  it  may  pafs  with  beft  Contentment  and  Con- 
veniency.  Wherein  I  that  ever  love  good  Company, 
as  I  was  joyned  with  others  in  the  Legal  poynt,  (b  I 
defire  not  to  be  alone  in  the  DirecStion  touching 
the  Conveniency.     And  therefore  I  fend  your  Lord- 

fliip 
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fliip  a  Forme  of  Warrant  for  the  King's  Slgnature,where« 
by  the  framing  of  the  bufincfle  and  that  which  belong- 
eth  to  it,  may   be  referred  to  my  felf  with  Serjeant 
Montague  and  Serjeant  Finch -^   And  though  Montague 
Ihould  change  his  place,  that  alteration  hurteth  not  the 
bufinelTe,  but  rather  helpeth  it.  And  becaufe  the  inqui- 
ry and  (urvey  touching  Innes^  will  require  much  Atten- 
dance and  Charge,  and  the  making  of  the  Licences,  I 
Ihall  think  fit  (  when  that  Queftion  cometh  to  me}  to 
be  t  to  the  Juftice  of  Affife^  and  not  to  thofe  that  fol-  tHerethc 
low  this  bufinefs :     Therefore  His  Majefty  may  be  word  { re- 
pleas'd  to  confider  what  proportion  or  Dividend  fliall  o^^u'^ir 
be  allotted  to  Mr.  Mompejfon^  and  thofe  that  (hall  fol-  NatuV  is 
low  it  at  their  own  charge ,   which  ufeth  in  like  Cafes  emitted. 
to  be  a  fifth  (  ^  )     So  I  ever  reft, 

Nov.  13.  i^i^.  Tour  Lordjhips  true  andmoft 

devoted  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 

(  <?  )  I  fuppofe  it  was  not  long  after  the  Judges  and  Attorney  general 
had  given  the  Opinion  above  mention'd,  but  that  a  Patent  was  granted  for 
Licencing  of  Common  I«»e.r;  Under  Colour  whereof  Sir  G//ej  Mompeffbtt 
levyed  feveral  Summes  of  Money  by  way  of  Fines,  as  well  as  by  yearly 
Incomes  from  them ;  and  Alehoufes  alfo  by  a  fubfequent  Patent.  Proceed- 
ing therein  with  lb  much  rigor;  That  it  was  complained  of  in  the  Pade- 
ment  which  began  in  i(?|2.  as  one  of  the  great  grievances  of  the  Nationj 
The  Patent  declared  illegal,  and  recalled  by  the  King's  Proclamation  i 
Mompefon  and  Michel  the  chief  Projeftors  of  this  and  fome  other  Op- 
pre/Iions,  feverely  cenfured  according  to  their  Demerits :  The  manner 
of  which  may  be  ktn  in  the  Journals  of  that  Parlement,  and  the  Hi- 
ftorys  of  thofe  Times. 
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LXXXIX. 

From  the  Original, 
To  the  Lord  Vtf count  Villiers, 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  think  his  Majefty  was  not  onely  well  advifed,  but 
well  infpired,  to  give  Order  for  this  fame  wicked 
Childe  of  Cayn^  Bertram^  to  be  examin'd  before  he  was 
further  proceeded  with.  And  I  for  my  part  before  I  had 
receiv'd  his  Majefty's  pleafure  by  my  Lord  Chamherlayn 
went  thus  far  ,*  That  I  had  appointed  him  to  be  further 
examin'd,  and  alfo  had  taken  Order  with  with  Mr.  So. 
licitor  that  he  (hould  be  provided  to  make  fome  Decla- 
ration at  his  Tryal,  in  fome  fblemn  Fafliion,  and  not  to 
let  fuch  a  ftrange  Murder  pafTe  as  if  it  had  been  but  a 
Horfeflealing. 

But  upon  his  Majefty's  pleafure  {ignifyed,  I  forth- 
with caufed  the  Tryall,  to  be  flayed,  and  examin'd  the 
party  according  to  his  Majefly's  Queftions  ,•  and  alfo 
fent  for  the  principal  Counfel  in  the  Caufe,  whereupon 
Sir  John  Tyndals  Report  was  grounded,  to  difcern  the 
Juftice  or  Iniquity  of  the  faid  Report  as  his  Majefty 
likewife  Commanded. 

I  fend  therefore  the  Cafe  of  Bertram  truely  flated 
and  colledled,  and  the  examination  taken  before  my 
Selfe  and  Mr.  Solicitor  ;  whereby  it  will  appear  to  his 
Majefiy  that  Sir  John  tyndal  Q  as  to  this  Caufe  )  is  a 
kind  of  a  Martyr  :  For  if  ever  he  made  a  Juft  Report 
in  his  life,  this  was  it. 

But  the  Event  fince  all  this  is,  that  this  Bertram  be- 
ing, asitfeemeth,  indurate  or  in  defpair,  hath  hang- 
ed 
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ed  himfelfe  in  Prifbn  ;  of  which  accident,  as  I  am  for- 
ry,  becaufe  he  is  taken  from  Example,  and  public  Ju- 
ftice ;  (b  yet  I  would  not  for  any  thing,  it  had  been 
before  his  Examination.  So  that  there  may  be  other- 
wife  fome  Occafion  taken  either  by  fome  Declaration 
in  the  Kings  Bench  upon  the  return  of  the  Coroners  En- 
qucft,  or  by  fome  printed  book  of  the  Fadt ,  or  by 
(bme  other  means  C^vhereof  I  purpofe  to  advife  with 
my  Lord  Chancelor )  to  have  both  his  Majefty's  royal 
Care,  and  the  truth  of  the  Fad,  with  the  Circumftaa- 
ces  manifefled  and  publilhed.  Qa  ^ 

For  the  taking  a  Tye  of  my  Lord  Chief  Jujike  before 
he  was  placed,  it  was  done  before  your  letter  came, 
and  on  tuefday  ,  Heath  and  Shute  Ihall  be  admitted 
and  all  perfected. 

My  Lord  Chancelor  purpofeth  to  be  at  the  Ha//  to 
morrowe,  to  give  my  Lord  Chief  Juflice  his  Oath,  I 
pray  God  it  hurt  him  not  this  cold  Weather.  God 
ever  profper  you. 

Sunday  ^[g\xt  the  four  true  and  mofi  Devoted 

17th  01  Not'tmb.  CI 

1616.  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 

f  d  )  This  Bertram,  who,  according  to  Cxmden  in  his  Annals  of  King 
Raines  was  a  grave  man  above  70  years  of  age,  and  of  a  clear  reputa- 
tion, piftolled  sir  ^obn  Tynixl  a  mafter  in  Chancery,  on  the  nth  of  Ho- 
-jember,  tor  making  a  Report  againfl:  him,  in  a  Caufe  where  the  Sum 
contended  for  did  not  exceed  200/.  By  his  Examination  taken  the  16th. 
he  conrtffed  it  to  be  as  foul  a  Murther  as  ever  was,uader  the  ienfe  of  vvhici* 
he  hanged  himfelf  the  next  day. 
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xc. 

From  the  OriginaL 
To  the  Lord   Vtfcount  Vtlllers, 

My  very  good  Lord. 

I  Am  glad  to  find  your  Lord/hip  mindful  of  your 
own  bufinefl^  and  if  any  man  put  you  in  mind 
of  it,  I  do  not  dillike  that  neither ;  But  your  Lordfhip 
may  afliire  your  felf  in  whatfoever  you  commit  to  me, 
your  Lordfhips  further  Care  (hall  be  needlefs.  For  I  de- 
ifire  to  take  nothing  from  my  Mafler  and  my  Friend^ 
butC^r^,  and  therein  I  amfo  Covetous,  as  I  will  leave 
them  as  little  as  may  be. 

Now  therefore  things  are  grown  to  a  Conclufion,. 
touching  your  Land  and  Office^  I  will  give  your  Lord- 
fhip an  account  of  that  which  is  pafled,-  and  acquaint 
your  Judgement  (  which  I  know  to  be  great  and  Ca- 
pable of  any  thing  }  with  your  own  Lu/lnefs :  that 
you  may  difcern  the  Difference  between  doing  things 
lubftantialiy,  and  between  (huffling  and  talking  :  And 
firft  for  ycKir  Patent, 

Firft,  It  was  my  Counfel  and  Care  that  your  look 
(hould  be  Fee-Farme,  and  not  Fee- S imple ;  Whereby  the 
Rent  of  the  Crown  in  fucceflfion ,  is  not  diminiihed, 
and  yet  the  quantity  of  the  Land,  which  you  have  up- 
on your  value  is  enlarged  ;  whereby  you  have  both 
Honor  and  Frofit. 

Secondly^  By  the  help  of  Sir  Lyonel  Qranfield  I  ad- 
vanced the  value  of  Sherhourn  from  x6ooo  /.  (  which 
was  thought  and  admitted  by  my  Lord  Treasurer  and 
Sir  'John  Deccomb  as  a  value   of  great  Favor  to  your 

Lord- 
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Lordfhipjbecaufe  it  was  a  thoufand  pound  more,  then  it 
was  valued  at  to  Somerfet^  to  thirty  two  thoufand 
pounds,  whereby  there  was  fix  thoufand  pounds  gotten 
and  yet  juflly. 

Thirdly^  I  advifed  theCourfeof  rating  Hartmgtomx. 
a  hundred  years  Purchafe  and  the  reft  at  thirty  five  years 
Purchafe  FeeTarme,  to  be  (et  down  and  exprefled  in 
the  Warrant  ,•  that  it  may  appear,  and  remain  of  Re- 
cord, that  your  Lordiliip  had  no  other  Rates  made 
to  you  in  Favor,  then  fuch  as  Purchafers  upon  Sale, 
are  feldom  drawn  unto;  whereby  you  have  Honor. 

Fourthly,  That  Leafe  to  the  Feofees ,  which  was  kept 
as  a  fecret  in  the  Decke  (  and  was  not  onely  of  Har- 
tington  ,  but  alfo  of  mod  of  the  other  Particulars  m 
your  book, )  I  caufed  to  be  throughly  looked  into  and 
provided  for,-  without  which  your  affurance  had  been 
nothing  worth,  And  yet  I  handled  it  ^o^  and  made 
the  matter  fo  well  underflood,  as  you  were  not  put  to 
be  a  Suitor  to  the  Prince^  for  his  good  will  in  it,  as- 
others  ignorantly  thought  you  muft  have  done. 

Fifthly,  T:\\q  Annexation,  Qa^  C  which  no  body 
dream't  of,  and  which  fbme  idle  bold  Lawyer,  would 
perhaps  have  faid,  had  been  needlefs,  and  yet  is  of 
that  weight,  that  there  was  never  yet  any  man,  that 
would  purchafe  any  fuch  Land  from  the  King,  except  he 
had  a  Declaration  to  difcharge  it ;)  I  was  provident  to 
have  it  difcharg'd  by  Declaration. 

Sixthly^  Left  it  fhould  be  faid,  that  your  LordHiip 
was  the  firft  Cexcept  th^Qjieen  and  the  Prince')  that 
brake  the  Annexation,  upon  a  mere  Gift  ,•  For  that  o- 
thers  had  it  difcharged  onely  upon  Sale  which  was  for 
the  King's  Profit  and  NecelTity  ,♦  I  found  a  Remedy  fcr 

(  tf )  Tte  Annexation  by  which  LanJs  (s'c,  were  united  or  annexed  to  the 
Dutchys  of  Ctrnwal  and  Lancafter. 

that 
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that  alfo ;  becaufe  I  have  carved  it  in  the  Declaration , 
as  that  this  was  not  gift  to  your  Lordfliip,  but  rather  a 
Purchafe  and  Exchange,  (  as  indeed  it  was  )  for  Sher- 

hourn. 

Seventhly  and  laftly,  I  have  taken  Order  C  as  much 
as  in  me  was )  that  your  Lordihip  in  thefe  things  which 
you  have  pafTedjbe  not  abufed,  if  you  part  with  them; 
for  I  have  taken  Notes  in  a  book  of  their  values  and 
former  Offers. 

Now  for  your  Office. 

Fir  ft.  Whereas  my  Lord  Teynham  at  the  firft  would 
have  had  your  Lordihip  have  had  but  one  hfe  in  it,  and 
he  another ;  and  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and  the  Solicitor 
and  Deccomhe  were  about  to  give  w^ay  to  it,-  T turned  ut- 
terly that  Courfe,  telling  them  that  you  were  to  have 
two  Lives  in  it,  as  well  as  Somerfet  had. 

Secondly,  I  have  accordingly  in  the  affurance  from 
your  Deputies,  made  them  acknowledge  the  Truji  and 
give  Security  not  onely  for  your  LordHiips  time,  but 
after:  fo  as  you  may  difpofe  ( if  you  fhould  dye,  which 
I  would  be  forry  to  live  to  )  the  Profits  of  the  Oifice 
by  your  Will  or  otherwife  to  any  of  your  Friends  for 
^*"'' their  comfort  and  advancement. 

Thirdly,  I  dealt  fo  with  iVhitlocke  as  well  as  Heath 
as  there   was  no  Difficulty  made  of  the  Surrender. 

Laflly,  I  did  caft  with  my  felf,  That  if  your  Lord- 
fliip'j  Deputies^  hoidi  comtmhy  S\v  Edward  Cooke  who 
was  tyed  to  Somerfet,  it  W'Ould  have  been  fubjed  to 
fome  Clamor  from  Somerfet,  and  fbme  queftion  what 
was  forfeited  by  Somerfefs  Attainder  (being  but  ofiv- 
lony  )  to  the  King  :  But  now  they  coming  in  from  a 
new  Chief  Juft ice,  all  is  without  queftion  or  fcruple. 

Thus  your  Lordiliip  may  fee  my  love  and  care  to. 
wards  you,  w^hich  I  think  infinitely  too  little  in  refpe^ 

Of 
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of  the  fulnefs  of  my  Minde,-  But  I  thought  good  to 
write  this,  to  make  you  underftand  better  the  {late  of 
your  own  bufinefle ;  doing  by  you  as  I  do  by  the 
King  ;  which  is,  to  do  his  bufinefle  fafely  and  with  fore- 
Jight,  not  onely  of  to  morrowe  or  next  day,  but  afar 
off  (  ^  )  and  not  to  come  fiddeling  with  a  report  to 
him  what  is  done  every  day,  but  to  give  him  up  a  good 
Sum  in  the  end. 

I  purpofe  to  fend  your  Lordlhip  a  Kakndar  fair  writ- 
ten of  thofe  Evidence  which  concern  your  Eftate,for  fo 
much  as  I  have  paded  my  hands;  which  in  truth  are 
not  fit  to  remain  with  Solicitors,  no  nor  with  Friends, 
but  in  fome  great  Calinet,  to  be  made  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

All  this  while  I  muft  fay  plainly  to  your  LordOiip, 
that  you  fall  fhort  for  your  prefent  Charge,  except  you 
play  the  good  Husband  :  For  the  Office  of  Teynham  is  in 
Reverfion,  Darcyes  Land  is  in  Reverfion ;  all  the  Land 
in  your  bookes  is  but  in  Reverfoft^  and  yields  you  no 
prefent  Profit  becaufe  you  pay  the  Fee-Farme.  So  as  you 
are  a  (Irange  Heteroclite  in  Grammar^  for  you  want  the 
prefent  Tenje ;  many  Verhes  want  the  pr^terperfedt  tenfe 
and  fome  the  future  tenfe,  but  none  want  the  preient 
tenfe.  I  will  hereafter  write  to  your  Lordlliip,  what 
I  think  of  for  that  Supply ;  tb  the  end,  that  you  msy, 
as  you  have  begun  to  your  great  Honor ^  defpife  Mony, 
where  it  crolTeth  Reafon  of  State  or  Vertue.     But  I  will 

(  A  )  Certainly  the  Wifdom  of  Forefight  and  Prevention,  is  far  above 
the  Wifdom  of  Remedy  5  and  yet  I  fear  the  following  Obfervation  Sir 
Vra.  Bacon  makes  in  his  Effay  of  Empire  concerning  the  times  in  or  near 
which  he  lived,  hath  been  verifyed  too  much  in  others.  '  This  is  true, 
'  that  the  V/ifdom  of  all  thefe  latter  times  in  Princes  affairs,  is  rather  Fine- 
'■  Deliveries  and  fhiftings  of  Dangers  and  Mifchiefs  when  they  are  rear, 
'  than  folid  or  grounded  Courfes  to  keep  them  aloof.  But  this  is  but  to 
'  try  Maflerys  with  Fortune  :  And  let  Men  beware  how  they  neglefl  and 
'  fuffer  matter  of  trouble  to  be  prepared  3  For  no  man  can  forbid  the  Si-ark. 
'  nor  tell  whence  it  may  come, 

trouble 
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trouble  you  no  further  at  this  time.     God  ever  preferve 
and  profper  your  Lordftiip. 

November  29.  "^our  true  and  mo[t  devoted 

i£i6.  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon, 


XCI. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  Lord  Vijcount  Villiers, 

My  very  good  Lord. 

IdeUvered  the  Proclamation  for  Cloth  to  Secretary 
Winwood  on  Saturday,  but  he  keepeth  it  to  carry  it 
down  himfelf,  and  goeth  down,  as  I  take  it  to  day.- 
His  Majefty  may  percieve  by  the  Docket  of  the  Pro- 
clamation, that  I  do  not  onely  fludy,  but  a(5tthat  point 
touching  the  Judges,  which  his  Majefty  commandeth 
in  your  lad. 

Yellerday  was  a  day  of  great  good  for  his  Majefly's 
fervice,  and  the  peace  of  this  Kingdom  concerning 
Due  lis  by  occafion  of  D'arcyes  Cafe.  I  fpake  big  and, 
publiihing  his  Majefly's  flreight  Charge  to  me,  fayd  it 
had  flrook  me  bHnd,  as  in  point  of  Due/Is  and  Cartels^ 
&c.  I  fliculd  not  knowe  a  Coronet  from  a  Hatband.  I 
was  bold  alfb  to  declare  how  excellently  his  Majefly 
had  expreHed  to  me  a  Contemplation  of  his  touching 
Duells ;  That  is,  that  when  he  came  forth  and  faw 
himfelf  princely  attended  with  goodly  Noblefle  and 
Gentlemen,  he  entred  into  the  thought,  that  none  of 
their  lives  were  in  certainty  not  for  twenty  four  hours 
from  the  Duel  ,•  For  it  was  but  a  Heat  or  a  Miftaking, 

and 
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and  then  a  Lye,  and  then  a  Challenge,  and  then  life  : 
faying,  that  I  did  not  marvel  feeing  Xerxes  ihed  teares 
to  think,  None  of  his  great  Army  Ihould  be  ahve  once 
within  a  100  years,  His  Majefty  were  touched  with 
Companion  to  think  that  not  one  of  his  Attendance  but 
mought  be  dead  within  x4  hours  by  the  Duell.    This 
I  write  becaufe  his  Majelly  may  be  wary  ,  what  he 
layeth  to  me    (  in  things  of  this  Nature  }  I  being  fo 
apt  to  play  the  Blabbe.     In  this  alfb,  I  forgot  not  to 
prepare  the  Judges,  and  wifli  them  to  profeile,  and  as 
it  were  to  denounce  ,  That  in  all  Cafes  of  Duel  Capi- 
tal before  them,they  will  ufe  equal  Severity  towards  the 
zftfolent  Murder  by  the  Duel,    and  the  infidious  yim- 
der  ,•  and  that  they  will  extirpate  that  Difference  out  of 
the  Opinions  of  Men,  which  they  did  excellent  well. 

I  mufl  alfo  fay,  that  it  was  the  firft  timc^  that 
I  heard  my  Lord  of  Arundel  fpeak  in  that  place  ,•  and 
I  do  aflure  your  Lordfhip  he  doth  excellently  become 
the  Court;  Hefpeaketh  wifely  and  weightily^  and  yet 
eafily  and  clearly  as  a  great  Nobleman  ihould  do.  Q  a^ 

There 

(  4 )  My  Lord  of  Arundel  defcended  from  the  Noble  Family  of  the  How- 
erds  ;  His  Grandfather  the  Duke  oi  Morfolke  loofing  his  life  upon  the  ac- 
count of  Mdry  Queen  of  the  Scots^  and  his  Father  fuffering  fome  years 
Imprifonment  under    fentence  of  Condemnation  5    He  was  reftored   in 
blood  ,  an<}to  the  titles  of  Arundel  and  Surry  i  Jac,   made  a  privy  Coun- 
cellor  on  the  i^,  of  ^uly    1616.  and  afterwards  Earl  Marfhal  of  England 
and  General  of  the  Army  fent  againft  the  Scets  by  K.  Ckdrles  the  ifi.    But 
about  the  beginning  of  our  Civil  Wars  he  retired  into  Italy,  where  he  had 
Ipent  jDart  of  his  youth,  and  returned  to  the  Religion  he  had  then  profcf- 
fed  dying  at  Padua,  in  16 ^f.  He  was  a  Gentlaman  of  a  noble  Afpe6l  and  of 
a  noble  nature,  a  great  Virtuofo  and  Antiquary,  who  with  much  care  and 
coft  procured  leveral  valuable  Antiquities  and  Infcriptions  to  be  brought 
from  Afia,  Greece  and  Italy  into  England,  and  placed   them  in  or  near  his 
garden  at  Arundel  Houfe  in  the  Strand  \  many  of  which  were  very  gene- 
rously prefeDted  by  his  grandfon  the  Duke  of  Horfdhj:  to  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  where  tiiey   are  among  others  of  the   famous  Selden   fixed    unto 
the    Walls     enclofing    the  Theater.    It   were  to    be    wiftied,    that    the 
great  number  of  antient  Statues  which  adorned  his  Houfe  and  Gardens, 
iad  I  fear  have  fince  been  much  neglet^ed,  had  met  with  as  fate  a  Repofi- 
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There  hath  been  a  Proceeding  in  the  Kings  Bench 
againfl  Bertrams  keeper,  for  Mifdemeanor,  and  I  have 
put  a  little  Pamphlet  (prettily  penn'd  by  one  Mr.  Trot- 
te,  that  I  fet  on  work  touching  the  whole  bufinefs  } 
to  the  Preffe  by  my  Lord  Chancelors  advice. 

I  pray  God  diredt  his  Majefly  in  the  Cloth  bufinefs , 
That  that  thorne  may  be  once  out  of  our  fides.  His 
Majefty  knoweth  my  Opinion  ah  Anti^uo.  Thanks  be 
to  God  of  your  Health,  and  long  may  you  live  to  do 
us  all  Good.    I  reft 

Tour  true  andtnofl 
devoted  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 

toVy.  The  Eloquence  which  Sir  fta,.  Bacon  doth  here  commend  in  this  Lord 
is  much  the  fame  which  in  the  beginning  of  his  Advancement  of  Learning  he 
doth  attribute  to  the  J^ing-^  in  the  words  of  Tacitus,  concerning  Auguftus 
Ca[ar;  Augnfto  profluens,  O"  ^im  principem  tftigfdeceret,  doquemia  fitit. 

XCII. 

From  the  Original. 

This  Letter  was  written  to  the  Earl  of  Suc^ng" 
hanij  on  the  fame  day  Sir  Francis  'Bacon  was 
made  Lord  IQeper  of  the  great  Seal 

My  dearefl  Lord^ 

IT  is  both  in  Cares  and  Kindnefi^  that  fmall  ones  FJote 
up  to  the  tongue,  and  great  ones  fink  down  into 
the  Heart  in  filence.  Therefore  I  could  fpeak  little  to 
your  Lordfliip  to  day,  neither  had  I  /it  time.  But  I 
mud  profefle  thus  much,  that  in  this  days  work,  you 

are 
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arc  the  trued  and  peri'edTt  Mirror,  and  Example  of 
firm  and  generous  Friendfiiip,  that  ever  was  in  Court. 
And  I  iliall  count  every  day  loft,  wherein  I  ihall  not 
either  ftudy  your  Weldoing  in  thought^  or  do  your 
Name  Honor  in  Speech^  or  perform  you  Service  in 
Dee^.     Good  my  Lor^,  account  and  accept  me 

March  7.  ^^^^  ^^fi  hounden  and  devoted 

1616.  Friend  and  Servant  of  all  men  living, 

Fr.  Bacon.  C.  vS. 

XCIIl. 

To  the  renowned  UniVerfity  of  Cambridge^  his  dear 
and  reverend  Mother, 

1am  Debtor  to  you  of  your  Letters  ,  and  of  the 
time  Ukevvife,  that  I  have  taken,  to  anfwer  them. 
But  as  foon  as  I  could  chufe  what  to  think  on,  I  thought 
good  to  let  you  know  ;  That  although  ,  you  may  err 
much  in  your  valuation  of  me,  Yet  you  fhall  not  be 
deceived  in  your  Aflurance :  And  for  the  other  part 
alfo,  though  the  Manner  be,  to  mend  the  Pi^urehy 
the  life ;  Yet  I  would  be  glad,  to  mend  the  life  by  the 
Figure,  and  to  become,  and  be,  as  you  Exprefle  me 
to  be ;  Your  Gratulations,  fliall  be  no  more  welcome 
tome,  then  your  bufinefs  or  Occafions;  which  I  will 
attend  ;  And  yet  not  (b,  but  that  I  (hall  endeavour,  to 
prevent  them,  by  my  Care  of  your  Good.  And  Co  1 
commend  you  to  God's  Goodnefs. 

Gtrhmbury  Apr.  it.  Tour  moft  lovtHg  and 

^^^7-  ajfured  Friend  and  Sonne 

Fr.  Bacon.  C.  S, 

C  c  X  xciir. 
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XCIV. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  Earl  of  ^uclqngham. 

My  lingular  good  Lord. 

IAm  now  for  five  or  fix  days  retired  to  my  Iioufe 
in  the  Country  :  For  I  think  all  my  Lords  are  wil- 
ling to  do,  as  SchoUars  do,  who  though  they  calt 
them  Holy-days,  yet  they  mean  them  Play-days. 

We  purpofe  to  meet  again  on  Eafter  Monday,  and 
go  all  to  the  Spittall  Sermon  for  that  day,  and  therein 
to  revive  the  ancient  religious  manner  when  all  the 
Counfel  uCed  to  attend  thofe  Sermons ;  which  fbme  neg- 
led  in  Queen  Elizahetlos  time,  and  his  Majelly's  great 
Devotion  in  the  due  hearing  of  Sermons  himfelf  with 
his  Counfel  at  the  Court  brought  into  defuetude.  But 
now  our  Attendance  upon  his  Majefly,  by  reafon  of 
his  abfence  cannot  be,  it  is  not  amifs  to  revive, 

I  perceive  by  a  Letter  ycur  Lordfliip  did  write  fbme 
days  fince  to  my  Lord  Brackley,  that  your  Lordfliip 
would  have  the  King  fatisfied  by  Prejidents,  that  letters 
Tatents  mought  be  of  the  dignity  of  an  Earldom  with- 
out delivery  of  the  Patent  by  the  King's  own  hand,  or 
without  the  ordinary  Solemnitys  of  a  Creation.  I 
find  Prefidents  fomewhat  tending  to  the  fame  Purpofe, 
yet  not  matching  fully.  But  howfoever  let  me  accord- 
mg  to  my  faithfull  and  free  manner  of  dealing  with 
your  Lordfliip,  fay  to  you.  That  fmce  the  King  means 
it,  I  would  not  have  your  Lordfliip  for  the  fatisfying  a 
little  trembling  or  panting  of  the  Heart  in  my  Lord 
or  Lady  Bradley^  to  expofc  your  Lordfliip's  felf,  or 

my 
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my  felf  (^whofe  opinion  would  be  thought  to  be  relyed 
upon )  or  the  King  our  MaRer  to  envy  with  the 
Nobility  of  this  Realm  j  as  to  have  thefe  Ceremonys 
of  Honour  difpenfed  with,  which  in  conferring  Honour 
have  ufed  to  be  obferved,  like  a  kind  of  Dodor  BuIIa^ 
tus  without  the  Ceremofry  of  a  Commencement  :  The 
King  and  you  know  I  am  not  Ceremonious  in  Nature, 
and  therefore  you  may  think  ( if  it  pleafe  you  }  I  do  it 
in  Judgement.  God  ever  preferve  you. 

Tour  Lord/hi fs  mofl  faithful 
and  devoted  Friend  and  Servant 

Fr.  Bacon.  C  S". 
Ipurpofe  to  fend  the  Prefidents 
themfelves  lytny  Lord  of  Brackley 
hut  I  thought  fit  to  give  you  feme 
tafte  of  my  Opinion  before* 

Gerhambury  Jpril  1^.  z6i7. 

XCV. 

From  the  Original, 
To  the  KING. 

It  may  pleafe  your  mofl  Excellent   Majefly, 

MR.  yicechamherlayn  hath  acquainted  my  felf  and 
the  reft  of  the  Commijftoners  for  the  Marriage 
with  Spain^  which  are  here,  with  your  Majefty's  In- 
ftrudions,  figned  by  your  Royal  hands,  touching  that 
Point  of  the  fupprefTingof  Pirates,  as  it  hath  relation 
to  his  i^gotiatioH  ;  Whereupon  we  met  yefterday  at 

my 
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ir>y  Lord  A^mzrars  at  Ckelfey^  becaufe  we  were  loth  to 
draw  my  Lord  into  the  air,  being  but  newly  upon  his 
Recovery.  Qa') 

We  conceive  the  parts  of  the  bufinefs  are  Four  :  The 
Charge:  th.Q  Confederations^  and  who  (hall  be  foUcited 
or  retain'd  to  come  in  :  The  Forces  and  the  Dillributi- 
ons  of  them  ;  and  the  Enterprize,  We  had  onely  at 
this  time  Conference  amongft  our  felves,  and  fliall  ap- 
point (Rafter  the  Holy  days}  times  for  the  calHng  be- 
fore us  iuch  as  are  fit,  and  thereupon  perform  all  the 
parts  of  your  Royal  Commandements. 

In  this  Conference,  I  met  with  fomewhat,  which  I 
muft  confefle  w^as  altogether  new  to  me,  and  open'd 
but  darkly  neither ;  Whereof  I  think  Mr.  Vicechamber- 
layn  will  give  your  Majefty  fome  light  for  fo  we  wifti- 
ed.  By  occafion  whereof  I  hold  it  my  Duty  in  refped: 
of  the  great  place  wherein  your  Majefty  hath  fet  me 
(  being  onely  made  worthy  by  your  Grace  )  which 
maketh  it  decent  for  me  to  Counlel  you  ad  fummas  re- 
rum  to  intimate  or  reprefent  to  your  Majefty  thus 
much. 

I  do  forefee,  in  my  fimple  Judgement,  much  Incon- 
venience to  infue,  if  your  Majefty  proceed  to  this  Trea- 
ty with  Spah^  and  that  your  Counfel  draw  not  all  one 
w^ay.  I  faw  the  bitter  fruits  of  a  divided  Counfel  the 
laft  Tarlernent;  I  law  no  very  pleafant  fruits  thereof  in 
the  matter  of  the  Cloth.     This  will  be  of  equal,  if  not 

(<z  )  Charles  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham  and  Earl  of  Hottivgham^  Mas  as 
Sir  Robert  Maunton  obferves  as  goodly  a  Gentleman  for  Perfon  as  the  times 
had  any  5  which  is  confirmed  hy  lAx.Osbourn,  although  his  Eyes  met  not 
with  him,  til  he  was  turned  towards  the  point  of  eighty.  He  being  alfo 
brave,  faithful  and  diligent,  commanded  the  Fleet  as  Lord  High  Admiral 
upon  feveral  Ocafions,  particularly  againfi  the  Spanijh  Armado  in  if 88. 
But  in  the  latter  end  ot  the  year  i6i%  He  furrendred  this  Honourable  Place 
to  the  King,  (  who  confer'd  it  upon  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  3  )  and 
dyed  in  the  year  1624.  and  ot  his  Age  the  88th. 

more 
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more  Inconvenience  ,•  For  ivherefoever  the  Opinion  of  your 
people  is  material  Q  as  in  many  Cafes  it  is  not  )  there^  if 
your  Coutifel  he  united ^  they  fhallle  ahle  abnojl  to  give 
Law  to  Opinion,  and  rumor  ;  hut  ij  they  he  divided,  the 
Infufion  vcill  not  he  according  to  the  flrength  and  vertue  of 
the  votes  of  your  Counfel,  hut  according  to  the  aptnefs  and 
Inclination  of  the  Popular.  This  I  leave  to  your  Ma- 
jefly  in  your  high  Wifdom  to  remedy.  Onely  I  couid 
wifii  that  when  Sir  John  Dighys  Inflrudions  are  per- 
fe(5led,  and  that  he  is  ready  to  go :  Your  Majcily 
would  be  pleas'd  to  write  fomc  formal  letter,  to  the 
Body  of  your  Counfel  Qf  it  fliall  be  in  your  abfence  j 
fignifying  to  them  your  Refblution  in  General,  to  the 
end,  that  when  Deliheration,  lliall  be  turn'd  into  Refo^ 
lution,  no  Man,  howfoever  he  may  retain  the  Inward- 
nefs  of  his  Opmion,  may  be  adlive  in  Contrarium. 

The  letters  of  my  Lords  of  the  Council,  with  your 
Majefly  touching  the  Affairs  of  Ireland  written  largely 
and  articulately,  and  by  your  Majefly 's  direction,  will 
much  Facilitate  our  Labours  here  ,•  though  there  will 
not  want  Matter  of  Confultation  thereupon.  God  ever 
preferve  your  Majefly  fafe  and  happy. 

undon,  April  19.  ^our  Majefly  s,  mofl  devoted 

1^17.  and  ohliged  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon.  C  S^ 
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XCVI. 

From  the  Original 
To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham, 

My  fjngular  good  Lord, 

ISend  your  Lordfliip  according  to  s  he  diredion  of 
3^our  letter,  a  Note  of  the  Pr^dem  that  I  find  in 
my  Lord  Brackley*s  bufinefsj  which  d  rather  come 
near  the  Cafe  then  match  it.  Your  Loroi;  o  knoweth 
already  my  Opinion,  that  I  v/ould  rather  have  you 
Conflant  in  the  Matter,  then  inRant  for  the  Time. 

I  fend  alfo  inclofed  an  Account  of  Council  bufinefs 
by  way  of  remembrance  to  his  Majefly,  which  it  may 
pleafe  you  to  deliver  to  him. 

The  Q^een  returneth  her  thanks  to  your  Lordfhip, 
for  the  Difpatch  of  the  Warrant,  touching  her  Houfe ; 
I  have  not  yet  acquainted  the  Lord  Treafurer  ,  and 
Chatjcelor  of  the  Exchequer  with  it ;  but  I  purpofe  to 
morrow  to  deHver  them  the  Warrant,  and  to  advife 
with  them  for  the  executing  the  fame. 

I  have  received  the  King's  letter  with  another  from 
your  Lordfhip,  touching  the  Caufe  of  the  Officers^  and 
Sir  Arthur  Ingram^  whereof  I  will  be  very  careful  to 
do  them  Juftice. 

Yeilerday  I  took  my  place  in  Chancery,  which  I 
hold  oncly  trom  the  King's  Grace  and  Favor,  and  your 
conflant  Friend  (hip.  There  was  much  ado,  and  a  great 
deal  of  World.  But  this  matter  of  Tompe^  which  is 
Heaven  to  lome  Men,  is  Hell  to  me,  or  Purgatory  at 
leaft.  It  is  true,  I  was  glad  to  fee,  that  the  King's 
Choice,  was  fo  generally  approved  5    and  that  I  had 

fo 
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fo  much  Interell  in  Mens  good  Wills  and  good  Opinions, 
bccaufc  it  makcth  me  the  fitter  Infl:rument,to  do  myMa- 
(ler  Service,  and  my  Friend  alfo. 

After  I  was  fct  in  Chancery  I  publiihed  his  Majefiy's 
Charge  which  he  gave  me,  when  he  gave  me  the  Seal  ,• 
and  u;:at  Rules  and  Refolutions  I  had  taken  for  the 
fulfilling  his  Commandements.  I  fend  your  Lordfliip 
a  f  Copy  of  that  I  faid.  My  Lord  Hay  coming  to  take 
his  le.ive  of  me  two  days  before,  I  told  him  what  I  was  fn  the^Re- 
meditating,  and  he  defiredme  to  (end  him  fomeremem-  fufcitum 
brance  of  it  ;  and  fo  I  could  not,  but  fend  him  another  ^*"^^* 
Copy  thereof.  Men  tell  me,  it  hath  done  the  King  a 
great  deal  of  Honour^  infomuch  that  fome  of  my 
Frien:is  that  are  wife  Men,  and  no  vain  ones,  did  not 
flick  to  fay  to  me,  that  there  was  not  thefe  (even  years 
fuch  a  preparation  for  a  Farlement ;  Which  was  a  Com- 
mendation, I  contcfs  pleafed  me  well.  I  pray  takefbme 
fit  time  to  (hew  it  his  Majefly,  becaufe  if  I  misunder- 
flood  him  in  any  thing,  I  may  amend  it,  becaufe  I 
know  his  Judgement  is  higher  and  deeper  then  mine. 

I  take  infinite  Contentment  to  hear  his  Majefly  is  in 
great  good  health  and  vigor ,-  I  pray  God  preferve  and 
continuj  it.  Thus  wifhing  you  well  above  all  Men  li- 
ving, next  my  Mailer  and  his.     I  refl 

Dorfet-houfe,    nvbich  putteth 

tne  in  mind  to  thanh  your  Lord-  T^.j^  *^.,^    y,.J  J^      ±    J 

Jhip,  for  your  Care  of  me  touch-  ^^^^  ^^^^   f  ^  devOted 

jrg  York-Houfe.  Friend  and  Servant ^ 

Maj  8.   1^17 

Fr.  Bacon.  C  6\ 
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XCVII. 

An  Account  of  Council  bufinefs,    and  of  other 
Matters  committed  to  me  by  his  Majejiy, 

FIrft,  For  May-D'^LY ;  At  which  time  there  was  great 
apprehenfion  of  Tumult  by  Prentices,  and  loofe 
people.  There  was  never  fuch  a  ftill.  The  Remedyes 
that  did  the  eifed  were  three. 

Firfl,  the  putting  in  Mufter  of  the  Trayned  Bands  and 
Military  Bands  in  a  brave  Faihion  that  Way.  Mext  the 
laying  a  flrait  Charge  upon  the  Mayor,  and  Aldermen 
for  the  City,  and  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Suburbs , 
that  the  Prentices  and  others  mought  go  abroad  with 
their  Flags  and  other  Gauderys  ;    but  without  weapon 
of  Shot  and  Pique,  as  they  formerly  took  liberty  to 
do.  Which  Charge  was  exceeding  well  performed  and 
obeyed.     And  the  laft  was,  that  we  had  according  to 
our  Warrant  Dormant,  ftrengthen'd  our  Commiffions  of 
the  Peace  in  London  and  Middlefex^  with  new  Claufes 
of  Lieutenancy ;  which  as  foon  as  it  was  known  abroad 
all  was  quiet  by  the  Terror  it  wrought.     This  I  write, 
becaufe  it  maketh  good  my  further  AfTurance,  I  gave 
his  Majefly  at  his  lirfl  removes,  that  all  fliould  be  qui- 
et, for  which  I  receiv'd  his  Thanks. 

For  the  Irijh  Affairs,  I  received  this  day,  his  Maje- 
fly's  letter  to  the  Lords^  which  we  have  not  yet  open'd, 
but  (hall  fit  upon  them  this  Afternoon.  I  do  not  forget, 
befides  the  Points  of  State,  to  put  my  Lord  Treafurer 
in  remembrance,  that  his  Majefly  laid  upon  him  the 
Care  of  the  Improvement  of  the  Revenue  of  Ireland^ 
,by  all  good  means,  of  which  I  find  his  Lordfliip  very 
Careful,  and  1  will  help  him  the  beil  1  can. 

The 
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The  matter  of  tlie  Revenue  of  the  Recufants  here  in 
England^  I  purpofe  to  put  forward  by  a  Conference 
with  my  Lord  of  Canterbury^  upon  whom  the  King 
layd  it,  and  upon  Secretary  iVinwood;  and  becaufe  it  is 
Matter  of  the  Exchequer,  with  my  Lord  Treafurer 
and  Mr.  Chancellor,  and  after  to  take  the  Afhftance  of 
Mr.  Attorney,  and  the  learned  Counfel,  and  when  we 
have  put  it  in  a  Frame  to  certifie  his  Majedy. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  Pyrates  is,  I  doubt  not  by 
this  time  come  to  his  Majelly  upon  the  letters  of  us 
the  CommilTicners,  whereof  J  took  fpecial  Care  ,•  And 
I  mud  fay  I  find  Mr.  Yice-Chamhrlayn  a  good  able  Man 
with  his  Pen.  Buttofpeakof  the  main  bufinefs  which 
is  the  ALitch  with  Spain,  the  King  knows  my  Mind 
by  a  former  letter  ,*  that  I  would  be  glad  it  proceeded 
with  an  United  Counfel ;  Not  but  that  Votes,  and 
Thoughts  are  to  be  free  ;  But  yet  after  a  King  hath 
refolvcd,  all  Men  ought  to  Cooperate  and  neither  to 
be  a^ive  nor  much  Loquutive  in  Oppofitum  ',  efpecially 
in  a  Cafe  ,  where  a  kw  diflenting  Irom  the  red,  may 
hurt  the  bufinefs  in  *  foro  fama,  *  r  .,  •  . 

■^  n       t  1-1  1  f-it.f^'^  point 

lejterday,  which  was  my  weary  day,  Ibid  all  the  of  Repu< 
Judges  to  Dinner,  Q  which  was  not  uicd  to  be  )  and  ^^^^°"- 
entertained  them  in  a  private  withdrawing  Chamber, 
with  the  learned  Counfel.  When  the  Fead  was  pafled, 
I  came  amongd  them,  and  fet  me  down  at  the  end  of 
the  Table,  and  pray'd  them  to  think,  I  \\as  one  of  them 
and  but  a  Foreman.  I  told  them  I  was  weary  and 
therefore  mud  be  iliort ,  and  that  I  wouLi  now  fpeak 
to  them  upon  two  points.  Whereof  the  one  was  that  I 
would  tell  I  hem  plainly  ,  That  I  was  firmly  perfwa- 
ded,  that  the  former  Difcords  and  Differences  between 
the  Chancery  and  other  Courts  were  but  Fleili  and  Blood  ,• 
and  that  now  the  Men  weregon,  the  matter  was  gon  ; 
And  that  for  my  part  as  I  would  not  fulfer  any  the  lead 
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diminution  or  derogation  from  the  ancient  and  due  pow- 
er of  the  Chancery^  fo  if  any  thing  fliould  be  brought  to 
them  at  any  time,touching  the  Proceedings  of  the  Chan' 
eery,  which  did  feem  to  them  Exorbitant  or  Inordinate; 
that  they  fiiould  freely  and  friendly  acquaint  me  with 
it,  and  we  iliould  foon  agree,-  or  if  not,  we  had  a 
Mafter,  that  could  eafily  both  difccrn  and  rule.  At 
which  Speech  of  mine,  befides  a  great  deal  of  Thanks 
and  Acknowledgement,  I  did  fee  Chearand  Comfort  in  . 
their  Faces,  as  if  it  were  a  new  World. 

The  Second  Point  was,  that  I  let  them  know,  how 
his  Majefty  at  his  going  gave  me  Charge,  to  call  and 
receive  from  them  the  Accounts  of  their  Circuits,  ac- 
cording to  his  Majefly's  former  Prefcript,  to  be  (et  down 
in  wrirmg.  And  that  I  was  to  tranfmit  the  Writings 
themfelves  to  his  Majefty,  and  accordingly  as  foon  as 
I  have  receiv'd  them,  I  will  fend  them  to  his  Majefly. 

Some  two  days  before  I  had  a  Conference  with 
fome  Judges,  Q  not  all,  but  (uch  as  I  did  choofe  j  touch- 
ing the  HighCommijfwn,  and  the  extending  of  the  fame 
in  (bme  Pomts,  which  I  fee  I  (lial'l  be  able  to  difpatch 
by  Confent,  without  his  Majefly's  further  trouble. 

i  did  call  upon  the  Committees  alfo  for  the  Pro- 
ceeding in  the  purging  of  Sir  Edward  Cokes  Reports, 
which  I  fee  they  go  on  with  ferioufly .  C  ^  3 

Thanks 

(  d  )  During  the  time  that  my  Lord  Chief  Jultice  Co/je  lay  under  the 
Difpleafuie  of  the  Court,  for  the  reafons  I  have  menrion'd  in  the  Dif- 
courfe  preceding  thefe  Letters  j  fome  Information  waf  given  to  the  King, 
that  he  having  publi(hed  eleven  books  of  Reports,  had  v.Tittenmany  things 
againft  his  Majefty's  Prerogative. .  And  being  commanded  to  explain  fome 
of  them.  My  Lord  Chancellor  EUefmere  doth  thereupon  in  his  Letter  of 
2  2th  of  O^oZ;.  i6x6.  write  thus  to  the  King.  Aaording  u  your Mn^efiys 
direHions  fignifyei  unto  me  by  Mr.  Solicitor.  T  calieJl  the  Lord.  Chiif-  Jrujlice  be- 
fore me  y  onThurfdaythe  lythinftavt,  in  prejerce  cf  Mr.  Attorney  and  others  of 
your  learned  Counfel.  I  did  let  hint  l^now  your  Mxjeftfs  ait e fiance  of  the  few 
Animadverfions  ,  rehich  upon  Review  of  his  oven  labours.,  he  hud  jent  tho'  ferctr 
thenjoii  expe^edy  and  his  Excufes  otber..  then pu  expicicd.    And   did  at  the 

fame 
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Thanks  be  to  God,  we  have  not  much  to  do  for 
Matters  of  CounfcJ,  and  I  fee  now  that  his  Majcily  is 
as  well  able  by  his  letters  to  govern  England  from  Scot- 
Und^  as  he  was  to  govern  Scotland  from  England. 

fame  time  Inform  him,  that  his  Majefty  was  difTatisficd  with  feveral  other 
PafTages  therein  3  and  thole  not  the  principal  Points  of  the  Cafes  judged, 
but  deliver'd  by  way  of  Expatiation,  and  which  might  have  been  omitted 
without  prejudice  to  the  Judgement :  Of  which  fort  the  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor  general,  did  for  the  prefent  onely  fele»ft  five,  which  being  deliver'd 
to  the  Chief  Jullice  on  th^  17th  of  October,  he  returns  his  Anluers  at  large 
upon  the  2  \ji.  of  the  Jamc  Month,  the  which  I  have  feen  under  his  own 
hand.  'Tis  true  the  Lord  Chancellor  wiflied  he  might  have  been  fpared  all 
Service  concerning  the  Chief  J'uftice^  as  remembring  the  5th  Petition  of' 
Dimitte  nobis  Debitu  mjira,  Sec.  Infomuch  that  though  a  Committee  ef 
Judges  was  appointed  to  confider  thefe  Books,  yet  the  Matter  feems  to 
have  llept,  til  after  Sir  Fra.  Bacon  was  made  Lord  l^eeptr  it  revived,  and 
two  Judges  more  were  added  to  the  formier.  Whereupon  Sir  Edrvard  Cokp^ 
doth  by  his  Letter  make  his  humble  Suit  to  theEarlof  ^Hi;/[/»g/;^r/2.  i.That 
if  his  Majefty  fhall  not  be  fatisfyed  with  his  former  Offer,  vi^-  by  the  Ad- 
vice of  the  Judges,  to  explain  and  publilh  thole  Points,  fo  as  no  fhadow 
may  remain  againll  his  F'rerogative .;  That  then  all  the  Judges  of  Englan£ 
may  be  called  thereto,  z.  That  they  might  certify  alio  what  Cafes  he  had 
publiflied  for  his  Majefty's  Prerogative  and  Benefit,  for  the  good  of  the 
Church  and  quieting  Mens  Inheritances,  and  good  of  the  Commonwealth. 
But  Sir  Edward  being  then  orfoon  after  coming  into  Favor  by  the  Mar- 
riage of  his  Daughter,  I  conceive  there  was  no  farther  Proceedings  in  this 
Affair.  It  will  be  needlefs  for  me  to  declare  what  reputation  thefe  Books 
have,  among  the  ProfelTors  of  the  Law  5  but  I  cannot  omit  upon  this  Oc-  , 
cafion,  to  take  Notice  of  a  Charafter  Sir  Fra.  Bacon  had  fomie  time  before 
given  them  in  his  Proposition  to  the  King,  touching  the  Compiling  and 
Amendment  of  the  Laws  of  England.  '  To  give  every  Man  his  due,  had  it 
'  not  been  for  Sir  Edward  Code's  Reports  (  which  though  they  may  haveEr- 

*  rors,  and  fome  peremptory  and^  extrajudicial  Refolutions  more  than  are- 

*  warranted,  yet  they  contain  infinite  good  Decifions  and  Rulings  over  of 
'  Cafes ;  )    the  law  by  this  time  had  been  almoft  like  a  Ship  without  Bal- 
Maft  ;  For  that  the  Cafes  of  modern  experience,  are  fled  from  thofe,  that". 
'ire  adjudged  and  ruled  in  former  Time, 
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XCVIII. 


A  Note  of  fome  Trejidents,  as  come  neareft  the 
Cafe  of  the  Lord  'Erackley,  Referred  to  in 
the  foregoing  Letter. 


'H  E  Lord  Hay  was  created  Baron  of  Sawley , 
__  i8.  Jmtj^  13.  Regis,  without  the  Ceremony  of 
robing,  (  as  I  take  it)  but  then  the  Patent  was  Cas  I 
conceive  it  alfo )  delivered  to  the  Perfon  of  the  (aid 
Lord  Hay^  by  the  King's  own  hands  ,•  and  again  the 
Dignity  of  a  Baron  hath  incident  to  ir,  onely  the  Ce- 
remony of  Rohes,  and  not  the  Cin^ure  of  the  Sword^ 
Coronet,  &c. 

Tlie  Duke  of  Lenox  was  created  Earl  of  Richmond 
6  of  O^obris  11.  Regis  without  any  the  Ceremonies  (  as 
I  take  it  )  but  the  Patent  (  as  I  conceive  it  alfo)  was 
deUver'd  to  the  perfon  of  the  faid  Duke,  with  the 
hands  of  the  King ;  and  again  in  regard  he  was  inveft- 
ed  of  the  fuperior  Dignity  of  Duke  of  Scotland,  the 
Ceremonies  were  not  fo  fit  to  be  iterated. 

King  Henry  Vllth  created  Edward Courtenay  Knight 
Earlot  Devon  x^^  O^ohris  \°'  Regrii,  Tefle  meipfo  apud 
Wefirnonajierium.  &c.  Whereby  it  may  be  colleded,that 
it  was  done  without  the  Solemnities  ;  For  that  where 
the  Solemnities  were  performed,  it  hath  ufed  to  be 
with  a  Hifce  Teftihus,  and  not  Tefle  meipfo;  And  whe- 
ther it  were  deliver'd  with  the  King's  hand  or  not,  it 
appears  not. 

Edward  VL  created  William  Earl  of  Ejfex  Marquis 
of  Northampton  16,  Feb.  i  Edw.  6.  and  it  is  mentioned 
to  be  per  Cintluram  gladii ,  Cappam  Honoris,  &  Circuit 
aurei  Impofitionem,  but   whether  the  Delivery  was  by 
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the  King's  own  hand  non  Conjlat ,  but  it  was  Tefte  me. 
ipfo  and  not  Hifce  Tejlihus, 

The  fame  King  created  John  Vifcount  Vljle  Earl  of 
Warwick^  the  fame  time,  and  it  is  mentioned  to  be  per 
Chi^uram  gladij^  &c.  but  it  was  Tefle  meipfo,  and  not 
mfce  Teftihus. 

Edward  VI.  created  Thomas  Lord  Wriothejley  Earl  of 
Southampton  in  the  lame  day,  and  in  the  fame  manner, 
with  a  Tefte  meipfo  and  not  Hifce  Teftihus.  Thefe  three 
Creations  being  made  upon  one  day  and  when  the  King 
was  a  Child  of  about  9  years  old,  and  in  the  very  en- 
trance of  his  Reign,  for  the  Patents  bear  date  at  the 
Tower  of  London^  doth  make  me  conjed:ure  that  all  the 
Solemnities  were  performed,  but  whether  the  King  en- 
dured to  be  prefentatthe  whole  Ceremony  and  to  de- 
liver the  Patents,  with  his  own  hand,  I  doubt ;  For 
that  I  find  that  the  very  (elf  fame  day,  year  and  place, 
the  King  created  his  Uncle  the  Earl  of  Hartford ,  to 
be  Duke  of  Somerfet  per  Cinfiuram  gladij,  Cappam  Ho' 
noris,  ^  Circuit  aurei  impojitionem^  &  traditionem  Virgii^ 
l(Z  aurece^  with  a  Hifce  teftihus  and  not  Tefte  meipfoy 
and  with  a  Datum  per  manus  noftras  :  but  thefe  things 
are  but  conje(5lural. 

I  find  no  Prefidents  for  a  Non  ohftante,  or  a  Difpenfa- 
tibn  with  the  Solemnities,  as  the  Lord  Brackleys  Bill 
was  penned. 

XCIX. 

From  the  Original, 

To  the  Earl  of  'Buckingham. 


I 


My  very  good  Lord. 
Shall  ;vrite  to   your  Lordihip  of  a  bufinefs,  which^ 
your  Lordihip  may  think  to  concern  my  felf-  but 
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I  do  think  it  concerneth  your  Lordlhip  much  more.  For 
as  for  me  as  my  Judgement  is  not  fo  weak,  to  think  it 
can  do  me  any  hurt,  fb  my  Love  to  you  is  fo  flrong,  as 
-I  would  prefer  the  good  of  you  and  yours,  before  mine 
own  particular. 

It  feemeth  Secretary  Winvoood  hath  oilicioufly  bufied 
himfelf  to  make  a  Match  between  your  Brother  and 
Sir  Edward  Coke's  Daughter;  And  as  we  hear  he  doth 
it  rather  to  make  a  Fadtion  then  out  of  any  great  Af- 
fection to  your  Lordfhip  :  It  is  true,  he  hath  the  Con- 
fent  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  (as  we  hear}  upon  reafo- 
nable  Conditions  for  your  Brother,  and  yet  no  better 
then  vi'ithout  queftion,  may  be  found  in  fome  other 
Matches.  But  the  Mother's  Ccniient  is  not  had,  nor 
the  young  Gentlewoman's,  who  cxpedeth  a  great 
Fortune  from  her  Mother,  which  without  her  Confent 
is  endangered.  This  Match  ,  out  of  my  Faith  and 
Freedom  towards  your  Lordlhip,  I  hold  very  inconve- 
nient both  for  your  Brother  and  3^ our  felf. 

Firft^  He  iliall  marry  into  adifgraced  Houfe,  which 
in  reafon  of  State  is  never  held  good. 

Nifx/,  He  (ball  marry  into  a  troubled  Houfe  of  Man 
and  Wife,  which  in  Religion  and  Chriflian  Difcretion, 
is  difliked. 

Thirdly^  Your  Lordiliip  will  go  near  to  loofe  all  fuch 
your  Friends  as  are  adverfe  to  Sir  Edward  Coke^  (rc\y 
felf  onely  except,  who  out  of  a  pure  Love  and  thank- 
ful nefs  fliall  ever  be  Firm  to  you  J 

And  laftly^  o^nd  chiefly,  (believe  it}  It  will  greatly 
weaken  and  diflrad:  the  Kings  Service;  For  though  in 
regard  of  the  King's  great  Wifdom  and  Depth,  I  am 
perfuaded  thofe  things  w^ill  not  follow^  which  they 
imagin ;  yet  Opinion  w  ill  do  a  great  deal  of  Harm, 
and  call  the  King  back ,  and  make  him  relapfe  into 
thofe  Inconveniencys  which  are  now  well  on  to  be  re- 
covered. There- 
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Therefore  my  Advice  is,  and  your  Lordfliip  /hall  do 
your  feh'  a  great  deal  of  Honour  ;  If  according  to  Re- 
ligion and  the  Law  of  God,  your  LordHiip  will  figni- 
fie  unto  my  Lady  your  Mother^  That  your   defire  is^ 
That  the  Marriage  be  not  preffed  or  proceeded  in  with- 
out the  Confent  of  both  Parents,  and  fo  either  break 
it  altogether,  or  defer  any  further  delay  in  it,  till  your 
Lordlhip's  Return  :  And  this  the  rather,  for  that  (  be- 
fides  the  Inconvenience  of  the  Matter  it  felf  3  It  hath 
been  carried  fb  harlhly  and  inconfiderately  by  Secreta- 
ry PVimvood,  as  for  doubt  that  the  Father  iliould  take 
away  the  Maiden  by  Force;  the  Mother  to  get  the 
Start  hath  convey 'd  her  away  fecretly  ,•  which  is  ill  of 
all  fides.     Thus  hoping  your  Lordlhip  will  not  onely 
accept  well ,  but  believe  my  faithful  Advice,  who  by 
my  great  Experience  in  the  World,  mufl  needs  fee  fur- 
ther then  your  Lordfliip  can,  I  ever  reft: 

Tour  Lord/hip's  true  and  mofl  devoted 
Friend  and  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon.  C  5. 

/  have  not  heard  from  your  Lordjhip  (ince  I  fent  the 
King  my  lafl  Account  of  Counfel  Bufinefi^  but  I  ajfure  my 
J  elf  you  received  it,  hecaufe  I  fent  at  the  fame  time  a  Pack- 
et to  Secretary  Laque  who  hath  fignifyed  to  me  that  he 
hath  received  it, 

I  pray  your  Lordjhip  deliver  to  his  Majefly  this  little 
Note  of  Chancery  Bu^nefi. 

July  12.  l6l7> 

E  e  C.  From 
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c. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  KING. 

It  may  pkafe  your  mofi  Excellent  Majefty, 

I  Think  it  agreeable  to  my  Duty,   and  the  great 
Obligation,  wherein   I  am  tyed  to  your  Majefty, 
to  be  freer  then  other  Men  in  giving  your  Majefty 
faithful  Counfel,  while  things  are  in  pafling;  and  more 
bound  then  other  Men  in  doing  your  Commandments, 
when  your  Refolution  is  {etled,and  made  known  to  me. 
I  fhali  therefore  mod  humbly  crave  Pardon  from 
your  Majefty,  if  in  plainefs  and  no  lefs  humblenefs, 
I  deliver  to  your  Majefty  my  honeft,  and  diftinterefted 
Opinion,  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Match  of  Sir  Johft  Fil- 
Hers  ,  which  I  take  to  be  Magnum  in  parvo  :  preferving 
always  the  Laws  and  Duties  of  a  Firm  Friendfhip,  to 
my  Lorcl  of  Buckingham  whom  I  will  never  ceafe  to 
love,  and  to  whom  I  have  written  already,  but  have 
heard  yet  from  his  Lordlhip. 

But  Firft,  I  have  three  Suits  to  make  to  your  Maje- 
fty, hoping  well,  you  will  grant  them  all. 

The  Firft  is,  That  if  there  be  any  Merit  in  drawing 
on  that  Match ;  your  Majefty  would  beftow  the  thanks 
not  upon  the  Zeal  of  Sir  Edwartl  Coke  to  pleaCe  yom 
Majefty  ;  nor  upon  the  eloquent  Perftiafions  or  Prag- 
matical's  of  Mr.  Secretary  Wimvood-,  but  upon  them, 
that  carrying  your  Commandments  and  Directions 
with  Strength  and  Juftice,  in  the  matter  of  the  Cover- 
nour  of  Diepe  (/);  in  the  matter  of  Sir  Robert  Rich; 

(a.)  All  that  I  have  feen  relating  to  the  Difiference  between  the  Govfr- 
nour  of  Viept,  and  Sir  Eiviard  Coke,  is  contained  in  a  letter  of  Secretary 
mnwood's  to  my  Lord  ot  Buckingham,  dated  the  z  9th  of  June  this  year, 
and  in  thefe  Words.  Sir  Edward  Coke  hath  configned  into  the  hands  of 
the  Lords  1400  /.  for  the  Satisfadion  of  the  French  Ambafludor,  in  the 
Caufe  which  concerneth  the  Governour  of  Diepe. 

and 
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and  in  the  matter  of  protedting  the  Lady^  according 
to  your  Majefty's  Commandment ;  have  fo  humbled 
Sir  Edvo.  Coke,  as  he  feeketh  now  that  with  SubmifTion, 
which  (  as  your  Majefty  knoweth  )  before  he  rejed:ed 
with  Scorn  :  For  this  is  the  true  Orator,  rhat  hath 
perfuaded  this  bufinefs  ;  as  I  doubt  not  but  your  Ma- 
jefty  in  your  excellent  Wifdom  doth  eaHly  difcern. 

My  Second  Suit  is,That  your  Majefty  would  not  think 
me  (o  pufillanimous  ;  as  that  I,  that  when  I  was  but 
Mr.  Bacofj,  had  ever  (  through  your  Ma  jelly's  Favour) 
good  Reaion  at  Sir  Edward  Coke  s  hands,  when  he  was 
at  the  greatefl: ;  (hould  now  that  your  Majefty  of  your 
great  goodnefs,  hath  placed  mc  fo  near  your  Chair, 
(^  being  as  I  hope  by  God's  Grace,  and  your  Inftrudti- 
ons,  made  a  Servant  according  to  your  Heart  and 
Hand  )  fear  him  or  take  Umbrage  of  him,  in  refped  of 
mine  own  particular. 

My  Third  Suit  is.  That  if  your  Majefty  be  refblved 
the  Match  (liall  go  on,  after  you  have  heard  my  Rea- 
fons  to  the  contrary  ;  I  may  receive  therein  your  par- 
ticular  Will  and  Commandments  from  your  felf  ,•  that 
I  may  conform  my  felf  thereunto  ,•  imagining  with  my 
felf  Q  though  I  will  not  wager  on  Women's  Minds) 
that  I  can  prevail  more  with  the  Mother,  than  any 
other  Man.  For  if  I  ihould  be  requeued  in  it  from 
my  Lordoi  Buckingham-,  the  Anfwers  of  a  true  Friend 
ought  to  be.  That  I  had  rather  go  againfl:  his  mind 
then  againfl  his  good  :  But  your  Majefly  I  mufl  obey  : 
And  befides  I  Ihall  conceive  that  your  Majefty  out  of 
your  great  Wifdom  and  Depth,  doth  fee  thofe  things 
which  I  fee  not. 

Now  therefore,  not  to  hold  your  Majefly  with  many 
Words,  Qivhich  do  hut  drown  Matter')  Let  me  moil 
humbly  defire  your  Majefly,  to  take  into  your  Royal 
Confideration,  That  the  State  is  at  this  time  not  onely 

E  e  i  m 
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in  good  Quiet  and  Obedience,  but  in  good   Affedlon 
and  Difpofition.     Your  Maiefty's  Prerogative  and  Au- 
thority iiaving  rifen  fome  juft  Degrees  above  the  Hori' 
zon  more  then  lieretofore  ,•  which  hath  difperfed  Va- 
pors :  Your  Judges  are  in  goc5d  Temper  ;  your  Juftices 
of  Peace  (  which  is  the  body  of  the  Gentlemen  oiEng- 
land^  grow  to  be  loving  and  obfequious,  and  to  be 
weary  of    the  Humour  of  Ruffling  :     All  mutinous 
Spirits  grow  to  be  a  little  poor,  and  to  draw  in  their 
Horns  j  and  not  the  lefs  for  your  Majefly's  difaudori- 
zlng  the  Man  I  fpeak  of.  Now  then  I  reafonably  doubt, 
that  if  there  be  but  an  Opinion  of  his  Coming  in,  mth 
the  Strength  of  fuch  an  Alliance ;  it  will  give  a  Turn 
and  Rclapfe  in  Mens  minds,  into  the  former  flate  of 
Things,  hardly  to  be  holpen,  to  the  great  wcakning 
of  your  Majefly's  Service. 

Again,  Your  Majefly  may  have  perceived,  that  as 
far  as  it  was  fit  for  me  in  Modefly  to  advife  ,♦  I  was  ever 
for  a  Parlementj  ([which  feemeth  to  me  to  be  Cardo  re. 
rum  or  fumryj  a  fumm  a  rum  for  the  prefent  OccaHons. }  But 
this  my  Advice  was  ever  Conditional ;  That  your  Maje- 
fiyjhouldgo  to  a  Parlement  with  a  Counfel  United  and  not 
Viftraded:  And  that  your  Majefly  will  give  me  leave 
never  to  exped,  if  that  Man  come  in.     Not  for  any 
Difference  of  mine  own  ;  Q  for  I  am  Omnibus  omnia  for 
your  Majefly's  Service}  but  becaufe  he  is  by  Nature 
Unfociahk^    and  by  Habit  Popular^  and  too  old  now 
to  take  a  new  Plye.  And  Men  begin   already  to  Col- 
led, yea  and  to  Conclude,  that  he  that  raifeth  fuch  a 
Smoke  to  get  in,  will  fet  all  on  Fire  when  he  is  in. 

It  may  plcafe  your  Majefly  now  I  have  faid,  I  have 
done  ;  And  as  I  thmk  I  have  done  a  Duty  not  unwor- 
thy the  firfl  year  of  your  lafl  high  Favour :  I  moft  hum- 
bly pray  your  Majefly  to  pardon  me,  if  in  any  thing, 
I  have  erred :  For  my  Errours  Ihall  always  be  fupplied 

by 
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by  Obedience;  And  Co  I  conclude  with  my  Prayers, 
for  the  Happy  Prefer vation  of  your  Majeftfs  Perfon 
and  Eflate. 

From  Gorhmbury  ff,^^.  Majeflys  moft  himhle. 

If? 1 7.  tounden,  and  mojt  devoted 

Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon.  C  5. 
CI. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Earl  of  'Bucl^righam, 

My  very  good  hord^ 

1D0  think  long  to  hear  from  your  Lordfliip,  touch- 
ing my  laft  Letter,  wherein  I  gave  you  my  Opi- 
nion touching  your  Brother's  Match.  As  I  then  ihewed 
my  Diilike  of  the  Matter,  fo  the  Carriage  of  it  here  in 
the  manner  I  diflike  as  much.  If  your  Lordfhip  think 
it  is  Humour  or  Interefl  in  me  that  leads  me,  God 
judge  my  Sincerity.  But  I  mufl  fay,  that  in  your  ma- 
ny noble  Favours  towards  me,  they  ever  moved  and 
flowed  from  your  felf,  and  not  from  any  of  your 
Friends  whatfoever;  And  therefore  in  requital,  give 
me  leave,  that  my  Counfels  to  you  again  be  referred  to 
your  Happinefs,  and  not  to  the  Defires  of  any  of  your 
Friends.  I  fliall  ever  give  you,  as  Tgive  my  Mafter  , 
fafe  Counfel  and  fuch  as  Time  will  approve. 

I  receiv'd  yeflerday  from  Mr.  Attorney  the  Queens 
Bill,  which  I  fend  your  LordQiip.  The  payment  is  not 
out  of  Lands,  but  out  of  the  Cufloms,  and  fo  it  can- 
be  but  the  Rent.  Your  Lordfhip  reraembreth,   it  is  but 

iii 
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in  a  Cafe,  which  I  hope  (hall  never  be ;  that  Is,  after 
his  Majcfty's  Death,  it  fhe  furvive.  God  ever  blefs 
and  dired  you, 

,     ,      , .  Tour  Lordlhip^  moll  faithful 

Gorhambury  this  j   ,       ^    j  rr  -      j      j  o 

2  jth  of  ^tti^  ^^^  devoted  rriend  and  Servant, 

1617. 

Fr.  Bacon.  C.  5. 

GIL 

To  the  KING. 

It  may  pleafe  your  mofl  Excellent  Majeftv. 

I  Dare  not  prefume  any  more  to  reply  upon  your 
Majefty,  but  I  refervc  my  Defence  till  I  attend 
your  Majefty  at  your  happy  Return :  when  I  hope  ve- 
rily to  approve  my  felf,  not  onely  a  true  Servant  to 
your  Majefty,  but  a  true  Friend  to  my  Lord  oi  Buck^ 
zngham ;  And  for  the  times  alfb ;  I  hope  to  give  your 
Majefty  a  good  Account,  though  Diflance  of  Place 
may  obfcure  them.  But  there  is  one  part  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  Letter,  that  I  could  be  (brry  to  take  time  to  An^ 
fwer  ,•  which  is  that  your  Majefty  conceives ,  That 
whereas  I  wrote  that  the  heighth  of  my  Lords  Fortune 
might  make  him  fecure,  I  mean  that  he  was  turned 
proud,  or  unknowing  of  himfelf ;  Surely  the  Opinion 
I  ever  had  of  my  Lord  Q  whereof  your  Majefty  is  beft 
Witnefs^  is  far  from  that.  But  my  meaning  was  plain 
and  fimple,  that  his  Lordfliip  might  through  his  great 
Fortune,  be  the  lefs  apt  to  caft  and  forefee  the  Unraith- 
fulne(s  of  Friends,  and  the  Malignity  of  Enemies,  and 
Accidents  of  Time.  Which  is  a  Judgement  Q  your 
Majefty  knoweth  better  then  I  )  that  the  beft  Authors 

makes 
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makes  of  the  beO,  and  bed  tempered  Spirits,  utfmt  res 
humana  ;  infomuch  that  GukciarJine  maketh  the  Judge- 
ment (  not  of  a  particular  Perfon  )  but  of  the  wifefl 
State  of  Europe^  the  Senate  of  Venice ;  when  he  faith 
their  Profperity  had  made  them  fecure,  and  under 
weighers  of  Perils.  Therefore  I  bcfeech  your  Majefty 
to  deliver  me  in  this  from  any  the  leafl  Imputation  to 
my  Dear  and  Noble  Lord  my  Friend.  And  fo  expect- 
ing ,  that  that  Sm  which  when  it  went  from  us  left  us 
cold  Weather,  and  now  it  is  returned  towards  us  hath 
brought  with  it  a  blefled  harvell;  will,  when  it  Com- 
eth to  us,  difpel  and  difperfe  all  Mills  and  Miftakings. 

^idy  31.  1^17. 

cm. 

From  the  Originals 
To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham, 

My  very  good  Lor d^ 

Since  my  laft  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  did  firfl  fend  for 
Mr.  Attorney  general,  and  made  him  know,  that 
(ince  I  heard  from  Courts  I  was  refolved  to  further  the 
Match  and  the  Conditions  thereof  for  your  Lordihip's 
Brother's  Advancement  the  bed  I  could.  I  did  fend 
alfo  to  my  Lady  Hatton  and  Tome  other  fpecial  friends, 
to  let  them  know,  I  would  in  any  thing  declare  my  felf 
for  the  Match  ;  which  I  did  to  the  end,  that  if  they  had 
any  Apprehenfion  of  my  Afliflance,  they  mought  be 
difcouraged  in  it.  I  lent  alfo  to  Sir  John  Butler^  and 
after  by  Letter  to  my  Lady  your  Mother,  to  tender  my 
pertcrmance  of  any  good  Office  towards  the  Match  or- 
the  Advancement  from  the  Mother.  This  was  all  I 
could  think  of  for  the  prefent.  I  did 
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1  did  ever  forefee,  that  this  Alliance  would  go  near 
to  leefe  me  your  Lordiliip,  that  I  hold  fo  dear ;  And 
that  w^-  the  onely  Refped:  particular  to  my  felf  that 
moved  me  to  be  as  J  was,  till  I  heard  from  you.  But 
I  will  rely  upon  your  Conflancy  and  Nature  and  my 
own  Delerving,  and  the  firm  Tye  we  have  in  relped  of 
the  King's  Service. 

In  the  mean  time  I  mud  a  little  complain  to  your 
Lordiliip  ,  that  I  do  hear  my  Lady  your  Mother  and 
your  Brother  Sir  John  do  fpeak  of  me  with  fome  bitter- 
nefs  and  negled:.  I  mull  bear  with  the  one  as  a  Lady, 
and  the  other  as  a  Lover,  and  with  both  for  your 
Lordfliip's  fake,  whom  I  will  make  Judge  of  any  thing 
they  (hall  have  againfl:  me.     But  I  hope  though  I  be  a 
true  Servant  to  your  Lordihip,  you  will  not  have  me 
to  be  a  Vaflal  to  their  Paffions,  fpecially  as  long  as  they 
are  governed  by  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  Secretary  Win^ 
wood,  the  latter  of  which  I  take  to  be  the  word  ;  For 
Sir  Edward  Coke,  I  think  is  more  modefl  and  difcreet. 
Therefore  your  Lordiliip  Ihall  do  me  Right,  and  yet  I 
iliall  take  it  for  Favour ,    if  you  fignify  to  them  that 
you  have  received  Satisfaction  from  me,  and  would 
have  them  ufe  me  friendly,  and  in  good  manner.  God 
keep  us  from  thefe  long  Journeys  and  Abience  which 
make  Mifunderllandings  and  give  Advantage  to  Un- 
truth, and  God  ever  profper  and  preferve  your  Lord- 
(hip. 

Gorhmbury  this  four  Lordfhtps  true  and  devoted 

z3th^ot^^«^.  p^.^^^  ^^^  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon.  C.  5. 

CIV. 
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CIV. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham 

My  ever  hefl  Lord^  novo  better  then  your  felf. 

YOur  Lordfliip's  Pen  or  rather  Tencil  hath  pourtrai- 
ed  towards  me  fuch  Magnanimity  and  Noblenefs 
and  true  Kindnefs  ;  as  methinketh  I  fee  the  Image  of 
fome  ancient  Virtue,  and  not  any  thing  of  thefe  times. 
It  is  the  Line  of  my  Life,  and  not  the  Lines  of  my 
Letter,  that  mufl  exprefs  my  Thankfulnefs:  Wherein 
if  I  fail,  then  God  fail  me,  and  make  me  as  miferable, 
as  I  think  my  felf  at  this  time  Happy,  by  this  reviver, 
through  his  Majefty's  fingular  Clemency,  and  your  In- 
comparable Love  and  Favour.  God  preferve  you,  prof- 
per  you y  and  reward  you,  for  your  Kindnefs  to 


Sept.   11.  1617. 


Tour  raifed  and  infinitely 
obliged  Friend  and  Servant 

Fr.  Bacon.  C.  5. 

CV. 

From  the  Original, 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham, 

My  very  good  Lord., 

ISend  your  LordQiip  the  Certificate  touching  the 
Inrollement  of  Prentices.     We  can  find  no  ground 
for  it  by  Law.    My  felf  ihall  ever  be  ready  to  further 

F  f  things 
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things  that  your  Lordfhip  commendeth  ;  but  where 
the  Matter  will  not  bear  it ;  your  Lordfliip  I  know,  will 
think  not  the  worfe,  but  the  better  of  me,  if  I  figniiy 
the  true  ftate  of  things  to  your  Lordfliip  ,•  rcfling  ever 

rork-heufe  this  19th  "^our  Loreljhifs  true  Friend 

of  o^ober  1617-  and  devotcd  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon.  C  5. 

The   Certificate, 

According  to  his  Majefly's  Command  fignifled  by 
your  Lorddiips  Letters  ,  we  have  adviledly  con- 
fider'd  of  the  Petition  touching  the  Inrollement  of  Ap- 
prentices Indentures,  and  heard  the  Petitioners  Coun- 
fel,  and  do  find  as  followeth  : 

I.  That  the  Ad:  of  Parlement  5°  Eliz.  doth  not 
warrant  the  ered:ing  of  an  Office  to  Inrolle  fuch  Inden- 
tures in  Cities,  Towns  Corporate,  or  Market  Towns. 
But  if  any  (uch  Inrollement  ihould  be,  it  muft  be  by 
the  Officers  there,  who  are  affigned  to  perform  fundry 
other  things  touching  Apprentices  and  Servants. 

x.  That  in  Country  Villages  (for  which  the  Suite 
carries  moft  Colour^  we  cannot  give  the  Suiters  hope, 
that  any  profit  will  be  there  made,  warrantable  by 
Law. 

Thus  we  have  (according  to  our  Duties  3  certified 
our  Opinions  of  this  Petition,  fubmitting  the  fame  ne- 
verthclefs  to  his  Majefty's  great  Wifdom,  and  reft, 

cHob.is-  1617.  At  your  Lordjhips  Command, 

Fr,  'Bacon,  C.  5.    H,  Montague.  Tho.  Coventry, 

CVL 
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From  the  Original. 
To  the  Earl  of  ^uclqn^am. 

My  very  good  Lord. 

THE  liking  which  his  Majcfly  hath  of  our  Pro- 
ceeding concerning  his  Houfehold^  telleth  mc 
that  his  Majefty  cannot  but  diflike  the  declining  and 
rergivcrfation of  the  infcriour  Officers;  which  by  this 
time  he  underflandeth. 

There  be  but  four  kinds  of  Retrenchments,  i.  The 
Union  of  Tables.  2.  The  putting  down  of  Tables. 
3.  The  Abatement  of  Difhes  to  Tables.  4.  The  Cutting 
off  new  Diets  and  Allowance  lately  raifed;  And  yet  per- 
haps fuch  as  are  more  neceffary  then  fome  of  the  old. 

In  my  Opinion  the  firfl  is  the  beft  and  moft  feafible. 
The  Lord  Chamberlains  Table  is  the  principal  Table  of 
State.  The  Lord  Steward's  Table  I  think  is  much  fre- 
quented by  Scottijh  Gentlemen.  Your  Lordihip's  Ta- 
ble hath  a  great  Attendance;  And  the  Groom  of  the 
Stole's  Table  is  much  refbrted  to  by  the  Bedchamber. 
Thefe  would  not  be  touched.  But  for  the  reft  (  his 
Majefly's  Cafe  confider'd  }  I  think  they  may  well  be 
united  into  one. 

Thefe  things  are  out  of  my  Element,  but  my  Care 
runneth  ,  where  the  King's  State  mod  laboureth  : 
Sir  Lionel  Qranfield  ^a^  \s  yet  fick,  for  which  I  am 

sir  Liond  CmnfieUi  was  a  Man  of  fo  much  note  in  thefe  times,  and  fo 
often  named  in  thefe  Papers,  that  I  cannot  omit  taking  fome  notice  of  his 
good  and  bad  Fortunes.  He  was  bred  a  Merchant,  yet  by  his  great  Abili- 
ties in,  and  application  to  Bufmefs,  and  the  relation  he  had  to  my  Lord  of 
Bud-jnghjim  by  Marriage,  he  was  raifed  to  be  MaRer  of  the  Court  of  Re- 
■jusjts,  then  of  the  IVardrobe,  and  after  of  the  Court  of  JVards,  Created 
Lord  Cranjjeld,  and  Earl  of  Middlesex  :  mifling  the  Lord  l^eeper's  place,  he 
was  conftituted  Lord  High  Trexfurer,  which  being  an  O^zo.  he  underftood 
as  well  as  any  ;  V/e  may  conclude  his  Integrity  fell  (hprt  of  his  Ability, 
from  the  fevere  Judgment  given  againft  him,by  the  Houfe  oiLwds  in  1624. 

F  f  2  very 
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very  fbrry ;  for  methinks  his  Majefly  upon  thefe  Tof- 
fings  over  of  his  bufinefs  from  one  to  others  hath  an  apt 
occafion  to  go  on  with  Subcommittees.  God  ever  pre- 
ferve  and  profper  you. 


Tork-Houfe,  f^f^jr  Lordjhips  true  Friend 

I6l7- 


*  and  devoted  Servant, 


Fr.  Bacon.  C  S. 

CVII. 
From  the  Original 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YEfterday  at  Afternoon  were  read  at  the  Table  his 
Majefty's  two  Lettcrs,written  with  his  own  hand, 
the  matter  worthy  the  hand.  For  they  were  written  ex 
Arte  Imperandi,  if  I  can  judge;  and  I  hope  they  and 
the  hke  will  diCenchaunt  us  of  the  opinion,  which  yet 
flicks  with  us,  that  to  day  will  be  as  yefterday,  and 
to  morrow  as  to  day  ,  fo  as  there  will  be  (zs  he 
faith)  Acrihus  initiis.  Fine  incur iofo  Qa) 

I  hold  my  Opinion  given  in  my  former  Letter,  that 
the  uniting  of  (ome  Tables,  is  the  moft  paffable  way  ; 
but  that  is  not  all :  For  when  that  is  done,  the  King 
may  fave  greatly  in  that  which  remains  th.  For  if  it 

{a)  One  of  the  Letters  here  mention'd  to  be  writ  by  the  King,  is  Print- 
«d  in  the  Cabala.  In  the  other  I  i'uppofe  his  Majefly  apprehends  that  the 
vigor  the  Council  at  firft  (hew'd  in  reducing  the  charge  ot  his  Houfliold, 
would  not  be  of  long  continuance.  It  being  oblerv'd  by  Tacitus,  in  the 
words  here  cited,  to  be  a  thing  not  unufual  in  publick  affairs,  That  violent 
leginninis  had  negligent  Conclujions. 

be 
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be  (ct  down,  what  Tables  fhall  be  fixed,  and  what  Diet 
allowed  to  them  :  My  Steward  (as  ill  a  Mefnager  as  I 
am)  or  my  Lord  Mayors  Steward  can  go  near  to  tell, 
what  charge  will  go  near  to  maintain  the  Proportion. 
Then  add  to  that  fome  large  allowance  for  Waft,  (be- 
caufe  t\iQ  Khig  Ihall  not  lecle  his  Prerogative  to  he  de^ 
celvd  more  than  other  men)  and  yet  no  quellion  there  will 
be  a  great  retrenchment.  But  againfl  this  lad  abatement 
will  be  fronted  the  payment  of  Arrercs.  But  I  con- 
fels,  I  would  be  glad  that  I  mought  fee,  or  rather,  that 
a  Parliament  may  fee,  and  chieHy  that  the  King  (for  his 
own  quiet)  may  fee,  that  upon  luch  a  Sum  pay'd,  iuch 
an  Annual  Retrenchment  will  follow  :  For  things  will 
never  be  done  in  ^c7,except  they  be  firfl  done  in  conceit, 

I  know  thefc  things  do  not  pertain  to  me  ;  For  my 
part  IS  to  acquit  the  Kings  Office  towards  God^  hy  admini^ 
Jlration  of  Juftice^  and  to  oblige  the  Hearts  of  his  People 
to  him  hy  the  fame^  and  to  maintain  hjs  Prerogative.  But 
yet  becaufe  it  is  in  hoc,  that  the  King's  cafe  laboureth, 
I  cannot  but  yield  my  care  and  my  (Irength  too,  in 
Counfell,  fuch  as  it  is,  which  cannot  be  fo  much  as  it 
was  between  our  Lady-day^  and  Michaelmas  laft.  But 
whatfbever  it  is,  it  is  wholly  his  Majefty's,  without 
any  Deflexion. 

As  foon  as  I  find  any  pofTibility  of  Health  in  SixLyo^ 
nel Cranfield^to  execute  a  Siih-commiffion;!  wWlhyConter'^ 
ence  with  him  frame  a  Draught  of  a  Letter  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  for  which  there  is  the  faireft  occafion  in  the  world. 
And  the  King  hath  prepared  it  as  well  as  pofTible.  God. 
ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 

^'^N.S°i6^i  "  ^^^''  ^^^^fi^^  ^^^^  Friend 

and  devoted  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon,  C  S. 

cviir; 
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cviii. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord. 

I  Send  your  Lordfliip  a  Draught  of  a  Letter  touch- 
ing the  Suh-commiffion,  written  in  wide  lines,  be- 
caufe  it  may  be  the  better  amended  by  his  Majefty, 
I  think  it  is  fo  penn'd  as  none  can  except  to  it,  no  nor 
imagin  any  thing  of  it.  For  the  Houihold-budnefs, 
there  was  given  a  Fortnights  day :  For  the  PenfionSjthe 
courfe  which  I  firfl  propounded  of  abating  of  a  third 
throughout,  and  fbme  wholly  feemeth  well  enter'd  m- 
to.  Thefe  be  no  ill  beginnings.  But  this  courfe  of  the 
Suhcommijfion  thriddesall  the  King's  bufinefs.  God  ever 
preferve  and  profper  you. 

rorA^-Houfe,  27  four  Lordjhips  true  Friend 

^'  ^  ^'^'  and  devoted  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon,  C  S, 

Sir  hyonelCranfieldis  now  reafbnably  well  recovered. 

*  Draught  of  the  Subcommiffion. 

My  Lords, 

IN  this  firfl:  and  greatefl;  branch  of  our  Charge  con- 
cerning our  HoMfe ;  we  do  find  what  difficulties 
are  made,  and  what  time  is  lofl,  in  difputing  and  of 
devifiog  upon  the  manner  of  doing  it  ;  whereof  the 

matter 
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matter  mufl  be,  and  is  fo  fully  refolved.    Neither  can 
we  but  fee  in  tliis,  as  in  a  Glafs,  thi  like  event  to  fol- 
low in  the  refl  upon  like  reafon.  For  the  Inferior  Officers 
in  every  kind,  who  are  beft  able  for  skill  to  propound 
the  Retrenchments,  will  out  of  intereil  or  fearfuinefs 
make  dainty  to  do  fervice  ,•    and  that  which  is  done 
with  an   ill  will,  will  never  be  well  done.     Again,  to 
make  it  the  adi:  of  the  whole  Tahle^  for  the  particular 
Proportions  and  Reckonings,  will  be  too  tedious  for 
you,  and  will  draw  tiie  bufinefs  it  felf  into  length,-  and 
to  make  any  particular  Committees  of  your  felves,  were 
toimpofe  that  upon  a  '{^\y^  which  requireth  to  be  car- 
ried indifferently  as  the  adt  of  you  all.    For  fince  the 
great  Officers  themfelves  think  it  too  heavy  for  them, 
as  our  flate  now  is,  to  deal  in  it,  without  bringing  it 
to  the  Table  ;  with  much  more  reafon  may  any  parti, 
cular  perfons  of  you  be  loth  to  meddle  in  it,  but  at  the 
Board.    In  all  which  refpedts  we  have  thought  fit,  Cnei- 
ther  do  we  fee  any  other  way3  that  you  lend  unto  us 
the  Names  of  the  Officers  of  our  Exchequer^  and  our 
Cuflom-Houfe^  2^nd  Auditors  out  of  which  we  will  make 
choice  of  feme  few,  beft  qualified  to  be  Suhcommittees 
for  the  better  eafe,  and  the  fpeeding  of  the  bufmefs  by 
their  continual  Travails  and  meetings :    Whofe  part 
and  Employment  we  incline  to  be  to  attend  the  Prin. 
cipal  Officers  in  their  fcveral  Charges,  and  join  them- 
felves to  fbme  of  the  Inferior  Officers,  and  fo  take  up- 
on them  the  Mechanick  and  laborious  part  of  every 
bufinefs,  thereby  to  facilitate  and  prepare  ir,  for  your 
Confultations,  according  to  the  Directions  and  Infiru- 
dlions ,    they  (hall  receive  from  you  from    time  to; 
time. 


CIX, 
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CIX. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  Marquis  o/^  Buckingham. 

My  very  Good  Lord^ 

1  Thought  fit  by  this  my  private  Letter  to  your  Lord* 
(hip,  to  give  you  an  account  of  fuch  bufinefs,  as 
your  Lordfliip  hath  recommended  unto  me  ,•  that  you 
may  perceive  that  I  have  taken  that  care  of  them,  I 
ought,  and  ever  (hall  in  thofe  things  you  recommend 
or  remit  to  me. 

For  the  Suit  of  the  Alehoufes  which  concerneth  your 
Brother  Mr.  Chrijlopher  Filliers,  and  y^r. Pat  rick  Mawle^ 
I  have  conferr'd  with  my  Lord  Chief  Jujlice,  and  Mr. 
Solicitor  thereupon,  and  there  is  a  Scruple  in  it,  that 
it  fliould  be  one  of  the  Grievances  put  down  in  Parlia- 
ment;  which  if  it  be,  I  may  not  in  my  Duty  and  love 
to  you,  advife  you  to  deal  in  it ;  if  it  be  not,  I  will 
mould  it  in  the  bed  manner  and  help  it  forward.  The 
(lay  is  upon  the  fcarch  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliament, 
who  is  out  of  Town  ,•  but  we  have  already  found,  that 
the  lad  Grievance  in  y^^o-  is  not  the  fame  with  this 
Suit ;  but  we  doubt  yet  of  another  in  3<^- 

For  the  bufmefs  of  Mr.  Levijlon^  for  your  Lordfhip's 
fake  Cwho  I  perceive  keeps  your  Noble  Courfe  with 
me,  in  acquainting  me  with  thefe  things)  I  (hall  apply 
my  felf  unto  you  ,•  though  in  my  nature  I  do  de(?re 
that  thofe  that  ferve  in  the  Court  where  I  fit,  though 
they  be  not  in  places  of  my  Gift,  and  fo  concerns 
not  me  nor  my  place  in  profit  ;  yet  I  wilh,  I  fay,  I 
mouglit  leave  them  in  as  good  cafe  as  I  find  them.  And 

this 
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this  Suit  concerneth  the  main  Profit  of  the  Six  Clerks, 
who  though  they  be  of  the  Mafier  of  the  Rolls  his  Gilt, 
yet  they  ferve  in  my  Court.  But  my  greatcft  doubt  is 
that  the  Grant  cannot  be  good  in  Law  ,•  and  that 
it  is  not  like  thofe  other  Prefidents,  whereof  I  have  re- 
ceived a  Note.  For  the  Difference  is,  where  things 
have  been  written  by  all  the  Clerks  indifferently  and 
loofely,  (in  which  cafe  the  King  may  draw  them  into 
an  Office^  and  where  they  have  appertained  to  one  efpe- 
cial  Office :  In  which  cafe  the  King  can  no  more  take 
away  the  Profits  of  a  Man's  Office,  than  he  can  the 
Profits  of  his  Land.  Therefore  I  think  your  Lordiliip 
may  do  well,  to  write  to  Mr.  Solicitor  and  Serjeant 
Finch  (a),  or  fome  other  Lawyers  that  you  trufl,  or  fuch 
as  Mr.  Levijion  trufteth,  being  Perfons  of  Account,  to 
inform  you  of  the  Point  in  Law,  before  you  proceed 
any  further  ;  For  without  that  all  is  in  vain. 

For  the  bufmefs  of  Hawkyns  touching  the  Regifler  for 
the  Comrnijfion  of  Bankrupts.  I  am  not  yet  fatisfied  like- 
wife  for  the  Law,  nor  for  the  Conveniency,  but  I  rather 
incline  to  think  it  may  pals,  and  I  have  fet  it  in  a 
Courfe  by  which  I  may  be  throughly  informed. 

For  Sir  Rowland Eger tons  Caufe,  and  his  Lady's,  the 
Parties  have  fubmitted  themfelves  unto  me,  and  are 
content  to  do  it  by  Bond,  and   therefore   I  will  un- 

{a)  Of  Sir  Tho.  Coventry  the  King's  Solicitor  fome  mention  is  made  in  the 
Introdudlion.  Sir  Henry  Finch  Serjeant  at  Law,  being  the  Firft  of  his  Name, 
that  for  this  lall  Age,  has  made  fuch  a  confiderable  Figure  in  that  Profel- 
iTon,I  fhall  give  a  (hort  account  of  him.He  was  younger  Brother  to  SivMoyle 
Finch  of  Eiftvcel  in  the  County  of  l\ent ,  and  Father  of  ^ohn  Lord  Finch^ 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft.  He  died  in 
ig'ay,  leaving  to  Pofterity  a  fufficient  Teftimony  of  his  Learning  in  the 
Law,  as  well  as  the  Sciences  3  in  his  Book  Intituled  a  Defcription  of  the 
Common  Laws  of  EngUni  according  to  the  Rules  of  Art,^rHis  Sons  good 
Parts  and  Elocution  %vere  acknowledged  by  the  greateft  of  his  Enemies ; 
which  accomplilhments,  though  he  died  without  liTue,  have  eminently  ap- 
pear'd  in  fome  other  Defcendants  from  this  Honourable  Family. 

G  g  doubt- 


2x5  Letters  and  Memoir es 

doubtedly  make  an  end  of  it  according  to  Juftice  and 
Confcience.  .       .     r 

For  Sir  Gilbert  Houghton  s  Bufinels  I  am  m  very  good 
hope  to  ei^ed  your  Lordlliip's  deiire  for  his  good. 

For  Moors  Bufinefs,  concerning  the  Printing  of 
Books,  after  hearing  all  Parties,  I  have  Sealed  his 
Patent  ;  but  for  his  former  Patent  of  Salt  I  dare  not 
do  it ,  without  acquainting  the  Council  therewith, 
which  I  am  ready  to  do,  if  he  require  that  Courfe  to  . 

be  taken. 

If  his  Majeily  at  any  time  ask  touching  the  Lord 
Clifton  s  Bufmefs,  I  pray  your  Lordiliip  reprefent  to  his 
Majefty  thus  much,  That  whatfoever  hath  pafTed,  I 
thank  God,  I  neither  fear  him,  nor  hate  him  ,•  but  I  am 
wonderful  careful  of  the  Seat  oi  Juftice,  that  they  may 
Hill  be  well  munited,    being  Principal  Sinews  of  his 
Majefty's  Authority.    Therefore  the  Courfe  will  be  (as 
I  am  a'dvifed)  that  for  this  heinous  Mifprifion  (that  the 
party  without  all  colour  or  fhadow  of  Caufe,  fliould 
threaten  the  life  of  his  Judge,  and  of  the  highefl  Judge 
of  the  Kingdom  next  his  Majefty)  he  be  firll:  examin'd, 
and  if  he  confefsit,  then  an  Ore  tenus  ;  if  he  confefs  it 
not    then  an  Information  in  the  Star  chamher,  and  he 
to  remain  where  he  is  till  the  hearing.    But  I  do  pur- 
pofely  forbear  yet  to  have  him  examin'd,  till  the  de- 
cree or  agreement  between  him  and  my  Lord  Auhigny 
(which  is  now  ready)  be  perfeded,  leaft  it  (liould  feem 
an  oppreflion  by  the  terror  of  the  one,  to  beat  him 
down  in  the  other.   Thus  I  ever  reji, 

Ter^-Houfe,  ^an.  four  Lordfhifs  true  Friend^ 

•  ^  J-  ^ ^ ' 7 .  ^Yi^  devoted  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon.  Cane, 

I  pray 
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/  pray  your  Lordjhip  to  pardon  me  if  in  refpe^  of  a  lit- 
tle watering  in  one  of  mine  Eyes^  I  have  written  this  Let* 
ter^  being  long  and  private  hufinefi  in  my  Secretary's 
Hand 


ex. 

From  the  Original, 
To  the  KING. 

[t  may  pleafe  your  moft  Excellent   Majefly^ 

Finding  as  well  by  your  Majefly's  Difpatches  and 
Direcftions  to  your  Council,  as  now  by  Speech 
with  Mr.  Secretary  Laque  ;  that  your  Majefty  is  con- 
tent to  be  troubled  with  Bufinefs  of  fundry  Natures.  I 
thought  good  according  to  the  Duty  of  my  Place,  and 
the  necelfity  of  the  Occafion,  to  put  your  Majeliy  in 
mind,  that  on  this  day  fennight  being  Friday  in  the 
Morning,  I  am  according  to  cuftom  to  give  a  Charge 
and  Admonition  to  the  Judges  and  Jullices  of  Peace 
now  before  the  Circuits  ;  wherein  I  am  humbly  to 
crave  your  Majeily's  Pleafure  and  Diredions. 

I  Iiave  for  your  Majefly's  better  eafe  fet  down  the 
Heads,  which  by  the  Prescript  of  your  Book,  and  out 
of  the  confideration  of  the  prefent  times  J  have  thought 
fittefu  to  be  remembred.  I  have  alfo  lent  your  Majc- 
fly  the  laft  account  of  the  Judges  Circuits,  not  to 
trouble  you  with  the  reading  of  them  all ;  but  to  the 
end  that  if  upon  my  Memorial,  or  otherwife  out  of 
your  Majefly's  own  memory,  which  is  above  Memori- 
als, you  (hould  have  occa.Hon  to  reiort  to  thole  Ac- 
counts, the  Papers  may  be  by  you. 

Gg  2  The 
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The  Toint  of  greatefl  weight  in  my  Opinion,  is  the 
carrying  of  a  Ballancd  hand  at  this  time  in  the  matter 
of  RecufantSy  in  regard  of  the  Treaty  with  Spah.  For 
it  were  good  in  refped:  of  your  People^  that  there  were 
no  Note  made,  that  the  String  is  relaxed^  and  in  re- 
fped  of  the  Treaty^  that  it  is  not  ftrained :  And  there- 
fore that  the  proceeding  in  thofe  Caufes  be  rather  dili- 
gent than  fevere. 

I  am  wonderful  glad  to  hear,  that  this  Extremity  of 
Weather,  which  1  think  the  Mufcovite  hath  brought 
with  him,  hath  not  touched  your  Majefly,  whole 
Health  and  eafe  is  far  dearer  to  me,  then  my'  Vik  with 
all  the  appurtenances.  G^// ever  preferve  and  profper 
you. 

Tour  Majefly  will  he  pleas  d  Tour  Majefly  s  mofl  Faith- 

your  Anfwer  he  with  me  on  ful    and  moft   Ohliged 

Thurfday  at  Noon^orfoon  Servant^ 
after  it. 

This  Vriiay  Morning  the  Sixth  of  ^^'  oaCOn,  CuilC. 

February,  1617. 

CXI. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  Marquis  of  'Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord. 

T\  /T  R.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hath  fignified  to 
XVX  nae  this  day,  that  yefterday  his  Majefty  called 
him  to  his  Coach,  and  faid  to  him,  that  one  that  had 
ufed  ill  fpeech  of  me  fhould  be  called  before  me,  and 
make  his  fubmiiTion  to  me ;  and  thereupon  be  called 

before 
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before  the  Council,  and  receive  a  fliarp  Reprehenfion, 
and  fo  be  inlarged.  And  y^x.Chancellor  qqimXA  not  tell  me 
who  the  Perfon  was,  but  after  by  fome  Letter,  he  re- 
ceiv'd  from  my  Lord  Clifton^  and  fpeech  with  a  Man 
of  his,  he  perceiv'd  it  was  he. 

I  pray  your  Lordfliip  in  humblencfs  to  let  his 
Majefly  know,  that  I  Httle  fear  the  Lord  Clifton^  but 
I  much  fear  the  Example^  that  it  will  animate  Ruffins 
and  Rodomonti  extremely  againfl  the  Seats  of  Juftice, 
Cwhich  are  his  Majefly 's  own  Seats)  yea  and  againfl  all 
authority  and  greatnefs,  if  this  pafs  without  publick 
Cenfure  and  Example  ,•  It  having  gone  already  fb  far 
as  that  the  Perfon  of  a  Baron  hath  been  committed  to 
the  Tower.  The  puniihment  it  may  plcafe  his  Majefly 
to  remit,  and  I  (hall  not  formally  but  heartily  inter- 
cede for  him,  but  an  Example  (fetting  my  felf  afide) 
1  wiili  for  terror  of  Perfbns,  that  may  be  more  dan- 
gerous than  he,  towards  the  leafl  Judge  of  the  King- 
dom. 

Therefore  it  may  pleafe  his  Majefly  to  fpeak  of  it 
with  my  felf  and  my  Z-W*s,when  he  cometh  next,  and 
in  the  mean  time,  I  will  command  from  his  Majefly, 
the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls^  and  Mr.  Attorney^  who  were 
appointed  by  the  Table  to  examine  him,  to  flay.  Gotl 
ever  profper  you  (a). 

17  Mmh,  1617.  Tour  Lordfhifs  true  Friend^ 

and  Devoted  Servant^  ^ 

Fr.  Bacon,  Cane. 

(  4  )  I  knoxv  not  whether  there  was  any  Profecution  or  no  againfl  the 
Lord  Clifton^  or  whether  it  was  preveated  by  the  laying  of  violent  hand? 
upon  himfelf,  iji  the  year  enfuing. 
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cxn. 

From  the  Original, 
To  the  Marquis  of  'Bucl^ngham. 

My  very  good  Lord. 

Pray  your  Lordfhip  to  fignifie  to  His  Majefly,  that 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  ftay  at  the  Seal,  a  Book 

of  Sir  Francis  Stewards^  and  Sir  James  Averlony,  &c.  of 
2,00  /.  Land  in  Charge  in  FeC'Simple ;    My  Reafons. 

Firji,  It  is  a  Perpetuity  and  fo  much  Rent  in  Dimi- 
nution of  Revenue  certain. 

Secondly^  The  Warrant  C^s  is  acknowledg'd}  came 
only  from  my  Lord  o^ Suffolk,  and  not  from  Mr.  Chan. 
cellor.  And  yet  my  Lord  was  wont  to  boaft  that  fmce 
he  was  Treasurer ,  all  Commiffions  and  Contrad:s  for 
Sale  of  the  King's  Land  were  broken  off  and  ceafed. 

thirdly.  The  Rate  of  the  Monys  paid  by  the  Gentle- 
men, ambunteth  but  to  Thirteen  Years  Purchafe,  which 
is  a  plain  Gift  of  a  good  Proportion  of  value. 

If  His  Majefty  now  informed,  iterate  His  Mandate, 
it  is  done,  and  I  excufed  ,•  but  I  could  wiOi  His  Maje- 
Hy  would  refer  it  to  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury, 
how  the  Gentlemen  may  be  otherwife  fatisfied. 

I  received  Yefler-night  a  brave  account  of  the  Com- 
miffion  of  the  Wardes  in  Ireland;  which  this  one  Year 
is  advanced  from  200  /.  per  Annum  to  4000/.  uhich  is 
Twenty  fold  multiplied.  This  I  Write  for  two  Rea- 
fons. Firfi,  Bccaufe  I  glory  in  it,becaufe  it  was  myWork 
wholly:  Next  becaufe  His  Majefly  may  take  occafion  by 
this  to  look  better  to  the  Improvment  of  his  iVardes  in 
England  in  due  time.  God^ver  preferve  and  profperyou. 

7Wc-Houfe,  27  th,  Tour  Lordjhips  moft  ohliged 

■""^^  ^  '  Friend  and  fay  thfal  Servant 

'    Fr,  Verulam  Ca}ic. 

cxrii. 
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From  the  OrhiftaL 
To  the  Marquis  of  ^uclqngham. 

My  very  good  Lord. 

Am  very  glad  to  hear  of  the  Honour  His  Majelly  in- 
tendeth  to  my  Noble  Lady  Your  Lordfhips  Mother. 
This  amongfl;  many  other  things  ,  (heweth  in  Your 
LordQiip  good  Nature^  which  is  the  Root  of  all  Virtues, 
next  Religion.  Befides  it  doth  fort  well  in  States,  when 
Place  and  Power  do  meet,  and  Hand  not  to  farre  at  di- 
ftance.     Qa) 

For  the  palTing  of  it  by  Direction  without  Bill  figned, 
it  cannot  be  in  Law.  So  is  Mr.  Attorney's  Opinion , 
and  fo  is  mine ;  and  therefore  there  is  prefently  a  Bill 
fent  with  an  Indorfement  of  pafTing  it  by  immediate 
Warranty  and  this  Antedate. 

For  the  Antedate^  I  mufl  prefent  His  Majefty  with 
my  Caution  and  with  my  Obedience. 

For  the  *  Statute  tyeth  me  from  Antedates;  and  in-  i8  H.  ^th 
deed  the  Mifchief  is  infinite  :  For  by  that  means  the  ^^P*  ^' 
King  may  grant  any  Land,  &c,  and  take  it  away  a 
Month  hence,  and  grant  it  another  by  an  Antedate. 
And  (urely  were  it  Land  or  the  like  I  would  not  fay 
Ahfit^  or  YourMajefly  cannot  do  it,  for  a  World  :  Or 
Your  Majefly  is  Sworn  and  I  am  Sworn ;  or  fuch  brave 

{a)  The  Advancement  of  this  Lady  to  the  Title  of  Countefs  of  Bu.chjn^- 
ham,  was  notwithftanding  the  Reafons  here  alledged,  fo  ill  relented  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  i6z6.  That  in  the  nth.  Article  of  their  Impeach- 
ment of  the  Duke  of  her  Son,  it  was  objeded  againfi:  him  as  one  of  his 
Offences. 

Phrafes, 
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Phrafes,  but  furely  (I  fay)  I  would  in  humblenefs  re- 
prefent  it  to  His  Majeily.  (^) 

But  the  Ca(e  of  Honour  differeth :  For  therein  His 
Majeily 's  Prerogative  and  Declaration  is  abfblute,  and 
he  may  make  him  that  is  laft  to  be  firll.  And  there- 
fore upon  his  Majefty's  Signification  of  his  Pleafure  up- 
on the  Indorfement  of  the  Bill  figned,  I  take  it,  I  may 
lawfully  do  it. 

I  am  here  rejoycing  with  my  Neighbours  the  Towns 
Men  of  St.  Albans  for  this  happy  day  the  5th.  oiAugufi 
1 61 8.    CO 

Gorhamkirj. 

Tour  Lordjhips  moft  oll'tged 
Friend  and  faithful  Servant 

Fr.  Verulam  Cane, 


(b)  By  this  and  the  preceding  Letter,  it  appears  that  as  my  Lord  Chan- 
ceUor  thought  it  his  Duty  to  offer  to  the  King  his  Reafons  againft  pafling  of 
a  Patent ;  yet  if  then  the  King,  who  was  Judge  of  the  Inconvenience,  was 
pleafed  to  command  it,  he  was  obliged  to  allow  the  fame.  But  in  thofe 
things  which  were  contrary  to  Law,  as  it  is  to  be  prefum^d,  that  after  an 
humble  Reprefentation  thereof,  no  Prince  would  exad,  fo  no  Minifter  in 
fuch  a  cafe  would  yield  an  Obedience. 

fc)  The  5:th  of  Juguji  being  the  Anniverfary  of  the  King's  Deliverance 
from  the  Earl  ofGovury's  Confpiracy,  was  by  feme  called  the  Court-Holy- 
day,  and  ridiculed  as  a  Fi(flion  ;  tho  the  truth  thereof  being  delivered  down 
by  Archbifliop  Spotswooi,  and  other  good  Hiftorians ,  I  fee  no  great  rea- 
fon  to  call  it  into  Queftion. 
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cxiv. 

From  the  Original 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord  ^ 

I  Thank  your  Lordlhip  for  your  laft  loving  Letter.' 
I  now  write  to  give  the  King  an  account  of  a  ?a- 
tent^  I  have  flayed  at  the  Seal.  It  is  of  Licence  to  give 
in  Mortmain  Eight  hundred  Pound  Land,  though  it  be 
of  Tenure  in  Chiej  to  Allen  that  was  the  ? layer ^  for  an 
Hofpital,     (ji) 

(a)  That  Men  the  Player^  who  in  his  Age,  founded  an  Hofpital  at  Dul- 
rcich  in  Surry ^  had  been  ao  excellent  A<flor  of  the  Comical  and  Serious  Part  j 
will  appear  evident  to  any  one  that  fliall  throughly  confider  the  following 
Epigram  made  by  that  admirable  Dramatick  Poet  Ben.  ^ohnfon. 

To  Mr.  Edward  Allen. 

If  Rome  fo  great",  and  in  her  wifeft  Age, 
Fear'd  not  to  boaft  the  Glories  ot  her  Stage  ; 
As  skilful  Rofciui ,  and  grave  <S/€[opi  Men 
Yet  Crown'd  with  Honours,  as  with  Riches  then  j 
Who  had  no  lefs  a  Trumpet  of  their  Name, 
Then  Cicero,  whofe  every  Breath  was  Fame. 
How  can  fo  great  Example  die  in  me  ? 
That,  AUen,   I  faould  paufe  to  publilh  thee ; 
Who  both  their  Graces  in  thy  felf  haft  more 
Outftrip'd  ,  then  they  did  all  that  went  before. 
And  prefent  worth  in  all  do'ft  fo  contrad 
As  others  fpea'^ ,  but  only  thou  do'ft  aH. 
JVear  thU  Kenmn.    'TJs  jaft  that  who  did  give 
So  many  Poets  Life  ,   by  one  Ihould  live. 


Hh 
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I  like  well  that  Allen  playeth  the  laft  A^  of  his  Life 
fo  well  ,•  but  if  His  Majefty  give  way  thus  to  amortize 
his  Tenures,  his  Courts  of  Wards  will  decay,  which  I 
had  well  hoped  fliould  improve. 

But  that  which  moved  me  chiefly  is ,  that  his  Maje- 
fty now  lately  did  abfolutely  deny  Sir  Henry  Savzk  for 
aoo  /.  and  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  for  loc  /.  to  the  perpetu- 
ating of  two  Le<Stures,  the  one  in  Oxford,  the  other  in 
Cambridge,  Foundations  of  fingular  Honour  to  His  Ma- 
jefty (the  hefl  learned  of  Kings')  and  of  Vv'hJch  there  is 
great  want ;  whereas  Hofpitals  abound  j  and  Beggars 
abound  never  a  whit  the  lefs.     (^} 

If  his  Majefty  do  like  to  pafs  the  Book  at  all ;  yet  if 
he  would  be  pleas'd  to  abridge  the  800  /.  to  5:00  /.  and 
then  give  way  to  the  other  two  Books  for  the  Univerft- 
ty,  it  were  a  Princely  Work.  And  I  would  make  an 
humble  Suite  to  the  King,  and  defire  your  Lordihip  to 
joyn  in  it,  that  it  mought  be  fo.  GodQver  preferve  and 
profper  you. 

Tor/i-Houfe  this  1 8th  of  four  Lordjhips  mojl  ohliged 

^'^'^  '^'^'  Friend  and  faithful  Servant 

I  have  Written  to  my  Lord  Cham- 
berlain  being   Chancellor   of  t:„   ^/"^.-.-.I <-,.*-.  r 
Oxford  to  help  in  the  bufinefs.  -t^  f.  V  eruiam  LanC. 

{b)  It  were  to  be  wifhed  this  Obfervation  did  not  hold  true  in  thefe 
times  j  For  tho'  the  Foundations  of  Hofpitals  are  to  be  com  mended,  which 
Sir  Fra.  Bacon  hath  done  both  in  this  Letter,  and  other  his  Writinf^s  j  Yet 
it  (hews  that  fome  more  adequate  Remedy  for  fupporting  the  Poor,  then 
what  ariles  from  thefe  Charities,  or  even  from  the  Laws  enaGed  for  their 
Relief,  was  then,  and  yet  is  to  be  delired.  And  as  the  Bcfeft  chcrcoi'is  no 
fmall  Reproach  to  the  Government  of  a  Country,  happy  in  its  n^va-'i  Pro- 
duvSt,  and  enrich'd  by  Comerce  ;  fo  it  would  be  an  Aft  of  the  greaiell  Hu- 
manity, that  the  Poor  might  be  provided  for,  and  Beggary  and  Idleneis 
the  fucceflive  Nurk-ry  of  Rogues,  as  far  as  pofTible,  extirpated.  And  f^nce 
his  Maj-rfry  has  recommended  it  to  the  Parliament  from  his  Throne,  wi^h 
a  tendernefs  becoming  the  Father  of  his  Country,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
Great  AlTembly,  will  be  able  in  his  Reign  to  effeft  fo  good  a  Work.  Upon 
this  occalion  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  a  Story  which  has  been  fpread  a- 

broad 
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cxv. 

From  the  Original 
To  the  Marquis  0/ Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord , 

Ooking  for  matter  of  Service,  I  have  found  out  a 
Suit  for  my  felf ;  and  it  is  proper  for  me  more 
then  all  Men,  becaufe  it  is  within  the  accompt  of  the 
Hamper.  But  I  have  made  a  Law  to  my  felf^  that  I  will 
never  leg  any  thing  ,  which  fhall  not  bring  a  Gain  to  the 
King.  Therefore  my  Suit  is  to  Farm  the  profits  of 
the  Alienat ions fjidding  a  Thoufand  Pound  a  Year  more 
to  the  King  then  hath  been  yielded  communihus  annis,  by 
a  Medium  of  Seven  Years.  If  the  King  be  pleas'd  to 
grant  me  this,  it  will  a  little  warm  the  Honour  he  hath 
given  me ;  and  I  (hall  have  a  new  occafion  to  be,  as  I 
ever  have  been,  and  (hall  be 

Tor^Houfe,  9  QHo-  four  Lordfhips  ohliqed  Friend 

and  faithful-Servant 

Fr.  Veriilam  Cane, 

broad  to  the  Defamation  of  Sir  Fra.  Bacon  (but  upon  no  good  Ground  as 
far  as  I  can  judge)  as  if  in  the  Accoir.plifhment  of  the  Foundation  of  the 
Chartreux-hlojpitk begun  by  Mr.  Sutton,  and  carryed  on  by  his  Executors, 
Sir  Francis  who  was  then  the  King's  Soliehor,  had,  for  fome  ill  Defigns  of 
gain  to  himfelf  or  others ,  endeavoured  to  have  defeated  the  fame.  The 
Fadt  whereof  was  3  That  the  Heir  at  Law  fuppofing ,  that  notwithrtanding 
what  Mr.  Sutton  had  done  in  procuring  Adts  of  Parliament,  and  Patents 
from  the  King  in  order  to  e^-ablifh  this  Noble  Charity,  the  greateft  part 
of  his  Eftate  was  defcended  to  him;  It  was  argued  on  bis  behalf ,  by 
the  Solicitor  General,  ?nd  by  Mr.  Henry  Teherton ,  and  Mr.  IValter  Men  of 
great  Reputation  in  thole  times.  And  v  hatever  ill  Intentions  fome  of  the 
Court  might  have,  My  Requeft  to  the  Reader  is  that  before  he  pafs  any 
Cenfure  upon  Sir  Fro..  Bacon  relating  hereunto,  he  would  pleafe  to  perufe 
his  Advice  given  to  the  King  touching  Mr.  Sutton's  Eftate,  and  Publilhed  in 
the  Refufcitatio  pag.  z6). 

Hhi  CXVI. 
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cxvi. 

From  the  Original 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 
My  very  good  Lord^ 


1 


"^His  Morning  Mr.  Attorney  came  to  me  and  defi- 

red  of  me  many  Writs  of  Ni^  exeat  regnum  againfl 

mod  of  the  Dutch  Merchants,  and  withal  let  me  undcr- 
fland  that  there  was  a  Difcovery  of  an  infinite  Tranfpor- 
tation  of  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  this  Realm,  by  the  (aid 
Dutch  Merchants ,  amounting  to  Millions ;  and  that 
Sir  John  Britten  had  made  a  Book  thereof,  and  prefent- 
ed  the  fame  to  his  Majefty ;  and  further  that  his  Maje- 
Ily  had  direded  him  to  Profecute  the  fame ;  and  had 
alfb  given  Sir  Thomai  Vavifor  the  forfeiture  of  fuch  Ten 
of  them  as  he  fliould  choofe. 

Hereupon  I  thought  it  my  Duty,  as  in  a  matter  of 
great  Weight,  to  fignifie  to  his  Majefty  by  your  Lord- 
fliip,  what  I  conceive. 

The  Difcovery  I  think  very  happy.  For  if  it  be 
true,  it  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  his  Majefly  :  It  will 
alfb  content  his  People  much,  and  it  will  demonflrate 
alio  that  Scotland  is  not  the  Leech  (as  fbme  Difcourfers 
lay)  but  the  Netherlanders  that  fuck  the  Realm  of  Trea- 
fure.     So  that  the  thing  is  very  good. 

But  two  things  1  muft  reprefent  to  his  Majefly :  The 
Firft,  that  if  1  flay  Merchants  from  their  Trading  by  this 
Writ,  I  muft  do  it  either  ex  Officio^  or  by  fpecial  War^ 
ram  from  His  ylfajefly. 

l{  ex  vfficic^  then  I  muft  have  more  then  a  bare 
Surmiie,  to  grant  the  Writ  upon ,  fb  as  I  muft  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  Grounds ,  or  at  leaft  apparance  of 

Proofs. 
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proofs.  If  by  Special  Warrant,  then  I  defire  to  receive 
the  fame.  The  other  is  that  I  humbly  befeech  his  Ma- 
jefty  that  thefe  Royal  Boughs  of  Forfeiture  may  not  be 
Vintaged,  or  Cropp'd  by  private  Suitors  (confidering 
his  Majefties  State  as  it  is)  but  that  Sir  Thomas  yavifor 
or  Sir  John  Brittain  may  have  a  bountiful  and  gracious 
Reward  of  their  Dlfcovery,  but  not  the  Prime,  or  with- 
out Stint. 

In  Sum,  I  would  uifli  his  Majefty  to  referr  the  whole 
bufinefs  and  carnage  of  the  fame  for  his  Honour  and 
Profit  to  the  Commiflioners  of  Treafure ,  or  becaufe  it 
is  a  legal  Forfeiture  to  my  felf,  Mr.  Chancellor,  Sir  Ed' 
ward  Coke  mnd  my  Lord  Chief  Juflke  of  England,  and 
by  us  his  Majefty  fhall  be  aflured  to  know  the  bell 
courfe  for  his  Judice,  Honour,  and  Profit,  and  that  he 
may  difpofe  what  Bounty  he  will.  God  ever  prefervc 
and  prolper  you. 
• 

rofk-^onk,  19  oifo-  Your  Lordfhips  mfl  ohliged  Friend 

and  faithjul  Servant^ 

Fr.  Verulam  Cane, 
CXVII. 

From  the  Original 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  liery  good  Lord, 

THis  long  Book  which  I  fend  for  his  Majefties  Sig- 
nature ,  was  upon  a  Conference  and  Confult , 
Yeflernight  (at  which  time  I  was  alfifted  by  the  two 
Chief  J ujl ices y  and  attended  by  the  Surveyor,  Attorney,^ 

and 
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and  Receiver  of  the  Court  of  iVards  FkenvooJ)  framed 
and  allowed. 

It  is  long,  becaufe  we  all  thought  fit  not  to  piece  new 
Inftra(5tions  with  old  Inftrudions ,  but  to  reduce  both 
old  and  new  into  one  Body  of  Inftrudions.  I  do  not 
fee,  that  of  the  Articles  which  are  many,  any  could 
have  been  fpared.  They  are  plain ,  but  they  have  a 
good  property,  that  they  will  take  fad  hold.  I  may 
not  trouble  his  Majefty  with  chufing  fome  of  them  in 
particular,  when  all  are  good.  Cnely  I  think  fit  to 
let  his  Majefty  know  of  one,  which  is  that  according 
to  his  own  DirecStions,  The  Oath  of  making  no  pri- 
vate unlawful  Profit)  is  now  as  well  Tranflated  to  the 
Mafter  and  Officers  that  may  take,  as  to  the  Parties 
and  Suitors  that  may  give. 

It  litde  becometh  me  to  poflefs  his  Majefly  that  this 
will  be  to  his  Majefties  benefit  Ten  thoufands  yearly 
or  Fifteen  thoufands  or  Twenty  thoufands :  For  thele 
Rattles  are  fitter  for  Mountebanks  q^  Service^  then  Grave 
Councellors.  But  my  Advices  Q  as  far  as  I  am  ah  le  to 
difcern}  tend  or  extend  but  to  thus  much :  This  is  his 
Majefties  fureft  and  cafiefl  way  for  his  mod  good. 

Sir  Miles  Fleetwood^  who  both  now  and  heretotbre, 
hath  done  very  good  Service  in  this ,  meriteth  to  be 
particularly  from  your  Lordfliip  incouraged  5  which  I 
befeech  your  Lordihip  not  to  forget.  6 ok  ever  profper 
you. 

This  4th  of  Decern-  foar  Lordjhips  mojl  faithful 

^^'"  ^^'^'  lorn  den  friend  and  Servant 


Fr.  Verulam  Cmc, 
CXVIII. 
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ex  VIII. 
To  the  KING. 

It  7nay  pleafc  Your  moft  Excellent  Majejiy. 

Ido  many  times,  with  gladnefs,   and  for  a  remedy 
of  my  other  Labours,   revolve  in  my  mind  the 
great  happinefs  which  God  (^of  his  fingular  goodnefs) 
hath  accumulated  upon  your  Majefty  every  way ;  and 
how  compleat  the  fame  would  be,  if  the  flate  of  your 
means  were  once  rectified ,    and  well  ordered.     Your 
People  Military  and  Obedient,  fit  for  War,    ufed  to 
Peace ;  Your  Church  illightened  with  good  Preachers,  as 
an  Heaven  of  Stars  -,  Your  Judges  learned,  and  learn- 
ing from  you  ,  Juft,  and  juft  by  your  Example  :  Your 
Nobility  in  a  right  dillance  between  Crown  and  People, 
no  Oppreflfors  of  the  People,   no  over-fhadowers  of  the 
Crown  J  Your  Council  full  of  Tributes  of  Care,Faith  and 
Freedom  ,*  Your  Gentlemen  and  Jufiices  of  Peace  willing 
to  apply  your^Royal  Mandates  to  the  nature  of  their 
feveral  Countyes,  but  ready  to  obey ;    your  Servants 
in  awe  of  you**  Wifdom,   in  hope  of  your  Goodnefs: 
The  Fields  grovving  every  day ,  by  the  improv-ement 
and  recovery  of  Grounds  from  the  Defert  to  the  Gar- 
den ,♦    The  City  Grown   from  Wood   to  Brick  ;    Your 
Sea-Walls  or  Pormerium  of  your  Ifland,  Surveyed,  and 
in  Edifying ;    Your  Merchants   embracing  the  whole 
Compafs  of  the  World  Eafl,  Weft,  North,  and  Souths 
The  Times  give  you  Peace,  and  yet  offer  you  oper- 
tunities  of  Adtion  abroad  :  And  lallly  your  Exce]ient 
Royal  IJfue  entaileth  thefe  Bleflings  and  Favours  of  God 
to  defcend  to  all  Poderity.    It  refleth  therefore ,  that 

God 
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God  having  done  fo  great  things  for  YourMajefly  and 
you  for  others  ;  you  would  do  fo  much  for  your  felf , 
as  to  go  through  (according  to  your  beginnings)  with 
the  rectifying  and  fethng  of  your  Eilate  and  Means, 
which  only  is  wanting ;  Hoc  rehus  defutt  mum.  I  there- 
fore whom  only  Love  and  Duty  to  your  Majefty,  and 
your  Royal  Line  hath  made  a  Financier ,  do  intend  to 
prefent  unto  your  Majefly  a  perfed:  Book  of  your 
EJlate  like  a  Perfpedive  Glafs ,  to  draw  your  Eilate 
nearer  to  your  fight  j  befeeching  your  Majefly  to  con- 
ceive, that  if  I  have  not  attained  to  do,  that  I  would 
do,  in  this  which  is  not  proper  for  me,  nor  in  my  Ele- 
ment, I  (hall  make  Your  Majefly  amends  in  fome  other 
thing  J  in  which  I  am  better  bred.  God  ever  pre- 
ferve,  (Sc. 

fan.  id.  i6iS. 

cxix. 

From  the  Original 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord  ^ 

ISend  His  Majefly  a  Volume  of  my  Lord  of  Bangors 
and  my  Lord  Sheffield.,  whereof  I  fpake  when  I  left 
his  Majefly  at  theohaldes.  His  Majefly  may  be  plcas'd 
at  his  own  good  tune  and  pleafure,  to  cafl  his  Eye  up- 
on it.  I  purpofe  at  my  coming  to  London  to  conferr 
with  the  chief  Juilice  as  his  Majefly  appointed  j  And  to 
put  the  bufinefs  of  the  Furfevants  in  a  way ,  which  I 
think  will  be  befl  by  a  Commiffion  of  Oyer  and  Termi- 
neri  for  the  Star  Chamber  (s^ithout  ConfcfTion)  is 
long  Seas.  I  fhould  advife  that  this  point  of  the  Furfe- 
vants 
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vants  were  not  finglc,  but  that  it  be  coupled  in  the  Com- 
miffion  with  the  Offences  of  Keepers  of  Prifons  herea- 
bouts, it  hath  a  great  Affinity  ,•  for  Vurjevants  are  but 
Ambulatory  Keepers,  and  it  works  upon  the  fame  Party 
(of  the  PapiflsJ    And  it  is  that  wherein  many  of  his 
Majefties  and  the  Councils  fevere  Charges ,  have  been 
hitherto  Unfruitful:    and  it  doth  a  great  deal  of  mil- 
chief.     I  have  fome  other  Reafons  for  it.     But  of  this 
it  will  be  fitted  ,  to  advertize  more  particularly,  what 
I  have  refolved  of  on  Advice,  upon  Conference  with 
the  Chief  Jujlke.    I  am  wonderful  glad  to  hear  of  the 
King's  good  health.     God  preferve  His  Majelly  and 
Your  Lordfhip.     I  ever  reft 

GorbAmhurj  this  laft  four  LorMips  mojl  olliQied 

Friend  and jatthjul  Servant  _ 

Fr.  Yerulam  Cane, 

cxx. 

from  the  Original 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lor  J  ^ 

I  Think  it  my  Duty  to  let  his  Majelly  know  what  I 
find  \n  this  Caufe  of  the  Ore  tenus.  For  as  his  Ma- 
jelly hath  good  Experience,  that  when  his  bufinefs 
comes  upon  the.S/^_^^,  I  carry  it  with  Strength  and 
Refolution ,  fo  in  the  Proceedings  1  love  to  be  wary  and 
confiderate. 

I  i  I 
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I  wrote  to  Your  Lordfhip  by  my  la(i,  that  I  hoped 
by  the  care  I  had  taken ,  the  bufmefs  would  go  well, 
but  without  that  care  I  was  fure  it  would  not  go  well. 
This  I  meant  becaufe  I  had  had  Conference  with  the 
two  chief  juftices,  Sir  £</u>^r/^  Cf>o^^  being  prefent,  and 
handled  the  Matter  fo,  that  not  without  much  ado,  I 
left  both  the  chief  Judices  firm  to  the  Caufe  and  fatisfied. 

But  calling  to  mind  that  in  the  main  bufinefs,  not- 
withllanding  I  and  the  chief  Juftices  went  one  way,  yet 
the  day  was  not  good  Cand  I  fliould  be  loth  to  fee  more 
of  fuch  days)    I  am  not  without  Tome  apprehenfion. 
For  though  we  have  Sir  Edward  Cooke  earnell:  and  for- 
ward, infomuch  as  he  advifed  t\\t  Ore  tenus  ^  before  I 
knew  it  at  Wanfted^  and  now  bound  the  Dutchmen  over 
to  the  Starr-Chamber,  before  I  was  made  Privy  ,•  unto 
both  which  Proceedings  Idid  neverthelefs  give  appro- 
bation ;  Yet  if  there  (hould  be  either  the  major  part  of 
the  Votes  the  other  way ,    or  any  main  DiUradion, 
though  we  bear  it  through,  I  fhouM  think  it  a  matter 
full  of  Inconvenience.     But  that  which  gives  me  mod 
to  think,  is  the  Carriage  of  Mr.  Attorney^  which  (brt- 
etli  neither  with  the  bufinefs  ,  nor  with  himfelf:    For 
as  I  hear  from  divers  and  partly  perceive,  he  is  fallen 
from  earned  to  be  cool  and  faint.     Which  weaknefs,  if 
it  fliould  make  the  like  alteration  at  the  Barre,  It  mought 
overthrow  the  Caufe.     All  the  remedy  which  is  in  my 
power ,  is  by  the  advice  of  the  Judges  to  draw  fdme 
other  of  the  learned  Courfell  to  his  help,  which  he  I 
know  is  unwilling  with,  but  that  is  ail  one. 

This  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  write  ,  lefl  the  King 
ihould  think  me  aOeep  ,  and  becaufe  I  know  that  his 
Majeities  Judgment,  is  far  better  then  mine.    But  I  for 
my  part  mean  to  go  on  roundly  and  (b  f  ever  red, 
si\\  Oifobtr  161  p.  Xour  Lordjhips  rnofi  obliged  Friend 

and  faithful  Servant^ 

f  r.  Verulam  Cane, 
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If  the  King  in  his  great  VVifdom,  fhould  any  ways 
inchne  to  have  the  Ore  tenus  put  o(f,  then  the  way  were 
to  command,  that  the  matter  of  the  Ore  tetius  fhould 
be  given  in  Evidence ,  by  way  of  Aggravation  in  the 
main  Caufe.  And  it  is  true,  that  if  this  Precufory 
matter  goeth  vvell,  it  givcth  great  entrance  into  the 
main  Caufe  ^  if  ill,  contrariwife ,  it  will  do  hurt  and 
difadvantage  to  the  main. 

CXXI. 

From  the  Origifial. 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

Hefe  things  which  I  write  now  and  heretofore  iri 
__^  this  Caufe ;  I  do  not  write ,  fo  as  any  can  take 
knowledg,  that  I  write,  but  I  difpatch  things  ex  officio 
here  ,  and  yet  think  it  fit  inwardly  to  advertize  the 
King,  what  doth  occurre.  And  I  do  affure  your  Lord- 
ftiip,  that  if  I  did  ferve  any  King,  whom  I  did  not 
think  farre  away  wifer,  then  my  ^q\\\  I  would  not  write 
in  the  mid'ft  of  bufinefs,  but  go  on  of  my  felf. 

This  Morning,  notwithftanding  my  fpeech  yefterday 
with  the  *  Duke,  he  delivered  this  Letter  inclofed,  and  *ofLem 
I  having  cleared  the  Room  of  all  fave  the  Cout,  and 
learned  Counfel  (whom  I  required  to  flay)  the  Letter 
was  read,  a  little  before  our  hour  of  fitting.  When  it 
was  read,  Mr.  Attorney  began  to  move,  that  my  Lord 
Ihould  not  acknowledge  his  offences,  as  he  conceived  he 
had  committed  them,  but  as  they  were  charged;  and 
fome  of  the  Lords  fpeaking  to  that  point ,  I  thought 
fit  to  interrupt  and  divert  that  kind  of  queftion,-  And 
laid,  before  we  confider'd  of  the  extent  of  my  Lords 

I  i  2.  Stii^ 


T 
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Suhm'ijftoii^  we  were  firfl:  to  confjder  of  the  extent  of  our 
own  Duty  and  Power ;  For  that  I  conceived  it  was  nei- 
ther fit  lor  us  to  (lay  proceeding,  nor  to  move  his  Ma- 
jelly  in  that  which  was  before  us  in  courfe  of  Juftice. 
Unto  which  (being  once  propounded  by  me)  all  the 
Lords  and  the  reft  mia  voce  anented.  I  would  not  fo 
much  as  aske  the  queftion ,  whether  though  we  pro- 
ceeded, I  iliould  fend  the  Letter  to  his  Majedy,  becaufe 
I  would  not  llreighten  his  Majefly  in  any  thing. 

The  Evidence  went  well  (I  will  not  fay  I  fometime 
holp  it,  as  far  as  was  fit  for  a  Judge}  and  at  the  arifing 
of  the  Court,  I  moved  their  Lordfliips  openly,  whe. 
ther  they  would  not  continue  this  Caufe  from  day  to 
day,  till  it  were  ended ;  which  they  thought  not  fit  in 
regard  of  the  general  Juftice,  which  would  be  delayed 
in  all  Courts.  Yet  afterwards  within  I  prevailed  (b 
far,  as  we  have  appointed  to  fit  VVednefday,  Thurfday 
and  Fryday,  and  to  fit  by  eight  of  the  Clock ,  and  fo 
to  difpatch  it  before  the  King  come,  if  we  can.  God 
preferve  and  profpcr  you. 

/  ever  reft 
•jhls  12th.  of  o^oier  Tour  L^rMips  mofl  ohlized  Friend 

Fr/^i>  at  4  ot  the  jr    ii/i   c  * 

Clock,  i6i?.  and  faithful  Servant, 

Fr.  Yerulam  Cane, 
CXXII. 
To  the  Marquis  o/ Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord , 

MY  Lord  of  Suffolk's  Caufe  is  this  day  fentenced. 
My  Lord  and  his  Lady  fined  at  30000  /.    with 
Imprifonment  in  the  Tower  at  their  own  charges.  Bing'^. 

ley 


I 
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ley  at  looo  /.  and  committed  to  the  Fleet.  Sir  Edward 
Cooke  did  his  part,  I  hsve  not  heard  him  do  better,  and 
began  with  a  fine  of  an  looooo/.  but  the  Judges  firfl 
and  moll  of  the  reft  i  educed  it  as  before.  I  do  not  diH 
like  that  things  palTed  moderately,  and  all  things  con- 
fidered  it  is  not  amifs ,  and  might  eafily  have  been 
worie. 

There  was  much  (peaking  of  interceding  for  the 
Kings  mercy,  which  in  my  Opinion,  was  not  fo  pro- 
per for  a  Sentence.  I  faid  in  conclufion  that  mercy- 
was  to  come  ex  mero  ntotu^  and  fb  left  it :  I  took  fome 
other  occafion  pertinent  to  do  the  King  Honour  by 
ihewing  how  happy  he  was  in  all  other  parts  of  his 
Government,  fave  only  in  the  manage  of  his  Treafure 
by  thefe  Officers. 

f  have  fent  the  King  a  new  Bill  for  Sujfes  ,  for  my 
Lord  of  Nottinghams  Certificate  was  true  ,  and  I  told 
the  Judges  of  it  before,  but  they  negled:ed  it.  I  con- 
conceive  the  firfl  Man  ,  which  is  newly  (et  down,  is 
the  fittefl. 

God  ever  preferve  and  keep  you,  ^c, 

15  Ntvember  1619- 

cxxiir. 

From  the  Original 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

A^  very  good  Lord, 

I  Do  not  love  to  interlope  by  Writing  in  the  mid'ft  of 
bufinefs.  But  becaufe  his  Majefty  commanded  me 
to  acquaint  him  with  any  Occurrence  which  mought 
crofs  the  way  ;  I  have  thought  fit  to  let  Iiis  Majelty 
know  what  hath  palled  this  day..  This 
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This  day  (which  was  the  day  fet  down)  the  great 
Caufe  of  the  Dutchmen  was  enter  a  into.  The  Pleading 
being  open'd,  and  the  Cafe  dated  by  the  Counfel ;  the 
Counfel  of  the  Defendants  made  a  motion  to  have  cer- 
tain Examinations  taken  concerning  the  old  Defendants 
iiipprelTed,  becaufe  they  were  taken  fince  the  Ia(t  hear- 
ing. 

I  kt  the  burinefs  in  a  good  way ,  and  iliewed  they 
■^  To  the  were  but  fupplemental ,  aind  that  at  the  lad  hearing, 
pervert-  there  were  fbme  things  extrajudicial  alledged  *  ad  Infi- 
Tudges^  ^  mandumConjcientiam  JuJkis ,  and  therefore  there  was 
Conici-  more  reafon  thefe  fliould  be  ufed  f  ad Informandum  Con^ 
^"'-'^-  fcientiam  Judicis^  and  that  there  was  order  for  it.  The 
t  To  the  Or^^r  was  read,  and  approved  both  by  the  Court,  and 
*^f^th"^^  the  Defendants  own  Counfel ;  but  it  was  alledged,  that 
judgJ  the  Order  was  not  entered  time  enough,  whereby  the 
Coinci-  Defendants  mought  likewife  examine,  wherein  certain- 
^^^^'  Jy  there  was  Tome  flip  or  forgetfulnefs  in  Mr.  Attorney 
or  Britten  that  followed  it,  which  I  wifii  had  been  o- 
therwife,  yet  it  went  fair  out  of  the  Court. 

But  after  Dinner  my  Lords  were  troubled  wjthit, 
and  after  much  difpute  ,  we  have  agreed  to  confer  fi- 
lently,  and  fine  Strepitu  to  morrow  and  fet  all  flreight, 
caUing  the  Judges  ,  and  the  Learned  Counfel ,  with 
whom  I  have  fpoken  this  Evening',  I  think,  to  good 
*  All  purpofe.  For  in  good  faith  I  am  fain  to  be  '^  Omni' 
things  to   i^j  Or/inia  as  St.  Faul  faith,  to  fet  forward  his  Majeflies 

all  men.      ^       . 

Service. 

i  difcern  a  kind  of  Inclination  to  take  hold  of  all  Ac- 
cidents to  put  off  the  Caufe,  whereunto  neither  I  iliall 
give  way,  nor  I  hope  his  M^jefty  ,•  Tomorrow,  if 
caufe  be  ,  I  Ihall  write  more  ,  but  I  hope  all  iliall  be 
well,  I  ever  rell. 
f>A/.iy  night,  i>nh.  ToMr  Lordfh/ps  moft  ohliged 

'  ^'':^''  ''''■  Friend  and  faithful  Servant, 

Fr,  Verulam  Cane, 
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CXXIV. 

From  the  Original 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 
My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Have  conferred  with  Six  Lyonel  CrattfieU  according 
to  his  Majefties  fpecial  commandment ,  touching 
two  points  of  value ,  for  the  Advancement  (the  one 
prefent,  the  other  fpcedy)  of  his  Majefties  Revenue. 

The  Firjl  is  of  the  Corans ,  to  reftore  the  Impofitl- 
on  of  five  Shillisgs  fix  Pence  ,  laid  in  the  late  Queen^s 
time,  and  drawn  down  unduly  to  ferve  private  turns 
to  Three  Ihillings  Four  pence  ,•  which  will  amount  to 
above  Three  thoufand  Pounds  yearly  increafe. 

The  c//.'^r  is,  of  the  TIp^^cc^?  for  which  there  is  ofrer'jd' 
1000  /.  increafe  yearly ,  to  begin  at  Michaelmas  next^ 
as  it  now  is,  and  3000/.  increafe,  if  the  Plantations  of 
Tobacco,  here  within  land  be  retrained, 

J  approve  in  mine  own  Judgment  both  Propofitions, 
with  thefe  Cautions.  That  for  the  Firfl  the  Farmers  of 
the  Corans  do  by  Inftrument  under  their  Seat  relia- 
quifh  to  the  King  ail  their  claim  thereto,  by  any  gerjp, 
ral  words,  of  their  Patent.  And  for  the  lecond  that 
the  Bargain  be  concluded ,  and  made  before  the  Pro- 
clamation  go  forth  j  wherein  perhaps  there  will  occu,r 
fome  doubt  in  Law,  becaufe  it  reflraineth  the  Subject 
in  the  Imployment  of  his  Freehold  at  his  liberty.  But 
being  fo  many  ways  *  pro  bono  puhlico  I  think  it  sood  *  For  the 

His  Majedy  may  therefore  be  pleafed  to  write  his 
Letter  to  the  Commifiioncrs  of  the  Treafury,  ^gnifying 
his  Majeflies  pleafure  direclly  in  both  points,  to  have 
them  done,  and  leaving  to  us  the  confideration  d'e  Mode. 

\        God  ever  profpcr  you.     I  reji 
2 1  Hcrjmhr  1619.         }      Tour  Lordjh'ips  mofi  ohliged Fric nd 

and  faithful  Serva-rit, 

•  .       Fr.  "\^crukm  Ca:ic, 
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.  cxxv. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  KING. 

May  it  plea fe your  mofi  Excellent  Majefyj 

According  to  your  Commandment,  we  met  toge- 
ther yefterday  at  Whitehall^  and  there  confulted 
what  courfe  were  fitted  to  be  taken  now  in  this  Bufl- 
nefs  of  your  Majefty's  Attorney  General,  both  for  the 
(atisfying  your  own  Honour,  as  alfo  for  calUng  in  the 
late  exorbitant  Charter  of  the  City  ;  which  are  the  two 
ends,  as  we  conceive,  that  your  Majefty  propos'd  un- 
to your  (elf. 

To  effed:  both  which,  we  humbly  prefume  to  pre- 
ient  thus  much  unto  your  iMajefty  as  our  Opinion.Firil, 
That  an  Information  be  put  into  the  Star-chamher^  as  we 
formerly  advifed,  againfl:  your  Attorney  as  Delinquent, 
againft  the  Mayor^  6cc.  as  intcrefled,  and  againfl:  the 
Recorder  alfo  mixtly  with  fome  Touch  of  Charge. 

That  the  SubmilTion  by  Letter  offer'd  by  Mr.  Attor- 
ney is  no  way  fatisfa(5lory  for  your  Majefly's  Honour, 
but  is  to  be  of  Record  by  way  of  Anfwer,  and  dedu- 
I  ced  to  more  Particulars. 

That  any  Submiflion  or  Surrender  of  the  Patents  by 
the  City,  fliould  be  alfo  of  Record  in  their  Anfwer ; 
and  no  other  can  be  receiv'd  with  your  Majefly's  Ho- 
nour, but  by  Anfwer  in  Court:  The  fame  to  come 
meeriy  of  themfelves,  without  any  motion  on  your  Ma- 
jefly's behalf, dire(5lly  or  indiredlly  ,•  which  being  done 
ill  this  Form,  it  will  be  afterwards  in   your  Majefly's 

Choice 
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Choice  and  Plcafure  to  ufe  Mercy,  and  to  fufpend  any 

farther  Proceedings  againll  your  Attorney. 

That  it  IS  of  neceflity  as  well  lor  the  putting  in  of 
this  Information,  as  for  your  Majcfty's  other  urgent 
and  Publick  Services  in  that  and  other  Courts,  to  have 
a  Sequejtration  prefently  of  your  Attorney^  and  a  Provi- 
fional  Conimifiion  to  fom'3  other  during  your  Majeilys 
Pieafure  to  execute  that  Charge.  For  both  which  l^a- 
(Irumcnts  Legal  Ihall  be  provided  as  foon  as  your  Ma- 
jefiy's  Pieafure  is  known.  To  which  we  humbly  and 
dutifully  fubmit  our  Advice,  and  Opinion,  beCeeching 
God  to  blefs  your  Majefly's  Sacred  Perfon  with  conti- 
nuance and  encreafe  of  much  Health  and  Happinefs. 
Wherewith  humbly  killing  your  Royal  Hands,  We 
reft, 

At  your  Majefty's  Tdace         four  Majejys  moft  humhle^  and 
^610.'^^''^  '  ^^    ^"'  Faithful  Suhjeils  and  Servants ^^ 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane.  T.  Arundel,  Robert 
Naunton,  Geo.  Calvert,  Jul.  Caefar, 
Edw.  Coke. 

cxxvr. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  Marquis  of  'Buclqnghanu 

My  very  good  Lor d^ 

IHave  lately  certified  his  Majefly  on  the  behalf  of 
Sir  George  Chaworth,  by  Secretary  Calvert,  touch- 
ing the  place  of  a  Rememhrancer  in  the  Chancery  for 
letting  down  of  Caufes.    And  becaufe  the  Gentleman 

K  k  tellcth 
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telleth  me,  the  King  thought  my  Certificate  a  little 
doubtful ;  He  defired  me  to  write  to  your  Lordfliip, 
touching  my  approbation  more  plainly.  It  is  true,  that 
I  conceive  it  to  be  a  good  bufinefs,  and  will  be  for  the 
Service  of  the  Courts  and  eafe  of  the  Suhje^  •  I  will 
look  it  (hall  be  accompanied  with  good  Cautions. 

We  ruffle  over  Bufinefs  here  in  Council  apace,  and  I 
think  to  reafonable  good  purpofe.  By  my  next  I  will 
write  of  fome  lit  Particulars.    I  ever  reft, 

zijunei^zo.  Tour  moft  Ohliged  Friend 

and  Faithful  Servant^ 

Fr.  Veriilam,  Cane. 

cxxvii. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

Mj  very  Good  Lord^ 

TTEfterday  I  called  unto  Us  the  Two  Chief  Jujlices 
\  and  Serjeant  Crewe  about  the  Parliament  Bufinefs. 
To  call  more  Judges  I  thought  not  good.  It  would  be 
little  to  afliftance,  much  to  Secrecy  :  The  diftribution 
of  the  Bufinefs  we  made  was  mo  four  parts. 

Firp^  the  perufiog  of  the  former  Grievance,  and  of 
things  of  like  nature  which  have  comen  fince. 

-idly^  The  Confideration  of  a  Proclamation  with  the 
Claufes  thereof,  efpecially  touching  Elethons,  which 
^yClaufcs  neverthelefs  we  are  of  opinion  (hould  be  rather 
Monitory  than  Epcclufive, 

idly.  The 
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3^/y,  The  Inclufive  :  That  is  to  fay,  what  perfons 
were  fit  to  be  of  the  Houfe,  tending  to  make  a  fuffi- 
cient  and  well  compofed  Houfe  of  the  ablefl  Men  of 
the  Kingdom, fit  to  be  advifed  uith  Circa  arclna regni^TiS 
the  flyle  of  the  Writs  goeth,  according  to  the  pure 
and  true  Inflitution  of  a  Parliament ;  and  of  the  means 
to  place  luch  Perfons  without  Novelty  or  much  Obfer- 
vation.  For  this  purpofe  we  made  fome  Lifts  of  Names 
of  the  Prime  Counfellors,  and  Principal  Statefmen 
or  Courtiers-  of  the  graveft  or  wifefl  Lawyers  ,*  of  the 
mofl  refpedted  and  befl  temper'd  Knights  and  Gentle- 
men of  the  County.  And  here  Obiter  we  did  not 
forget  to  confider  who  were  the  Boutefeiu  of  the  lafl 
Seflion,  how  many  of  them  are  dead,  how  many  re- 
duced, and  how  many  remain,  and  what  were  fit  to 
be  done  concerning  them. 

^thly^  The  having  ready  of  fome  Commonwealth 
Bil/s,  that  may  add  refped:  and  acknowledgment  of  the 
King's  care  ,♦  not  wooing  Bills  to  make  the  King,  and 
his  Graces  cheap ;  but  good  matter  to  fet  them  on 
work,  that  an  empty  Stomack  do  not  feed  upon 
Humor. 

Of  thefe  four  Points,  that  which  concerneth  Per- 
fons is  not  fo  fit  to  be  Communicated  with  the  Coun- 
cil-Table, but  to  be  kept  within  fewer  hands.  The 
other  three  may  when  they  are  ripe. 

Mean  while  I  thought  good  to  give  his  Majefly  an  ^ 
account  what  is  done,  and  in  doing,  humbly  craving 
his  Direction  if  any  thing  be  to  be  alter'd  or  added ; 
though  it  may  be  our  felves  fhall  have  fecond  thoughts, 
this  being  but  the  Refult  of  our  firfl  meeting. 

The  State  of  his  Majefty's  Treafure  flill  maketh  me 
fad  ;  and  I  am  forry  I  was  not  at  Theobalds  to  report  it, 
or  that  it  was  not  done  by  my  Fellows :  It  is  mofl  ne- 
cefTarily  we  do  it  faithfully  and  freely.    For  to  flatter  in 
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this  were  to  betray  his  Majefly  with  a  kifs.  I  humbly 
pray  his  Majctly  to  think  of  my  former  counfe],  and 
this  I  will  promife  that  whomfoever  his  Majeily  (hall 
make  TV^^y^r^r,  if  his  Majefly  dial  I  diredt  him  to  have 
relation  to  my  advice,  I  will  continue  the  fame  care 
and  advice  I  do  now,  and  much  more  chearfully  when 

Lexers      ^  ^^^^  pcrceive,that  my  Propofttions  fliall  not  be  *  Litene 

written  in  Scripts  in  Glac'te. 

Ice.  Mean  while  to  keep  the  Commijfton  in  doing  of  fbme- 

what  worth  the  doing.  It  may  pleafe  his  Maje(ty  to 
take  knowledge  that  upon  our  Report,  we  had  agreed 
to  make  Remonflrance  to  him,  that  we  thought  Ireland 
mought  (if  his  Majefty  leave  it  to  our  care}  be  brought 
by  divers  good  Expedients  to  bear  their  own  charge  ,* 
and  therefore  his  Majefly  may  be  pleas'd  by  his  Com- 
mandment to  fet  us  in  hand  with  it  out  of  hand.  God 
ever  profper  you. 

7  OHoh.  i6io.  four  Lordfhifs  moft  Ohliged  Friend 

and  Faithful  Servant^ 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

cxxvrii;:^. 

This  Letter  iva^  Written  with  the  E^n£s  own  Hand, 
to  my  Lord  Chancellor  Verulam,  upon  his  Lord" 
pnps  Jending  to  his  Majefty  his  Novum  Or- 
ganum. 

My  Lord, 

I  Have  received  your  Letter,  and  your  5^^y^,than  the 
which,  you  cOuld  not  have  fcnt  a  more  acceptable 
Prefent  unto  me.    How  thankful  I  am  for  it,  cannot 

„^--''*'  better 
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better  be  exprefll'd  by  me,  than  by  a  firm  retblutlon,  I 
have  taken  ;  Firll  to  read  it  through,  with  care  and  at- 
tention, though  I  /liould  (teal  fome   hours  from  my 
fleep.  Having  othcrvvife,  as  Httle  fparc-time  to  read  it, 
as  you  had  to  write  it.  And  then  to  ufe  the  liberty  of  a 
true  Friend,  in  not  fparing  to  ask  you  the  Queftion,  in 
any  point,  whereof  I  (hall  (land  in  doubt  :  *  (Nam  ejus  *  For  the 
cjl  explkare^  cujus  eft  condere ;)  As,  on  the  other  part,  fhe'^beft^^ 
I  will  willingly  give  a  due    Commendation  to  fuch  interpre- 
places,  as  in  my  opinion,  (hall  de(erve  it.  In  the  mean 
time,    I  can  with  comfort  a(rure  you,  that  you  could 
not  have  made  choice  of  a  Subjedt  more  befitting  your 
Tlace^  and  your  Univerfal  and  Methodical  Knowledge  : 
And  in  the  General,  I  have  already  obferved,  tiiat  you 
jump  with  me,  in  keeping  the  mid  way,  between  the 
two  Extremes  ,•   as  alio  in  fome  Particulars,  I  have 
found  that  you  agree  fully  with  my  Opinion.    And  fo 
praying  God,  to  give  your  Work,  as  good  fuccefs,  as 
your  heart  can  wifh,  and  your  Labours  deferve,  I  bid 
you  heartily  Farewell. 

^^^^-  ''■  ''"'•  James  R. 

CXXIX. 

To  Sir  Henry  Wotton.      (a) 

My  very  Good  Coujiff, 

TH  E  Letter  which  I  receiv'd  from  your  Lord/hip 
upon  your  going  to  Sea,  was  more  than  a  Com- 
penfatioa  for  any  former  Omiflion;  and  I  (hall  be  very 

glad 

(a)  When  this  Letter,  together  with  the  other  two  next  before  and 
after  it,  were  written  upon  the  occafion  of  my  Lord  Chancellor's  Publifli- 
ing  his  No-k.'um  Orgnnum  ;  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  fo  Eminent  for  his  many  Em- 
baflies,  great  Learning,  Candor,  and  other  Accomplifhraents,  was  Refidenc 

at 
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glad  to  entertain  a  CorrefpondcRce  with  you,  in  both 
kinds,  which  you  write  of :  For  the  latter,  I  am  now 
ready  for  you,  having  fent  you  fome  Ore  of  that  31hte, 
I  thank  you  for  your  Favours  to  Mr.  Meautys^  and  I  pray 
continue  the  fame.  So  wiihing  you  out  of  your  Ho- 
nourable Exile,  and  placed  in  a  better  Orhe^  I  reft, 

rorA,-Houfe,  20  four  LorMtp  s  aifetVioHate  Kinfmaii, 

and  ajjured  triend^ 

Fr.  Veriilam,  Cane, 

at  Vienna^  endeavouring  to  quench  that  Fire  which  began  to  blaze  in 
Germany,  upon  the  Proclaiming  the  Eledor  Palatine  King  of  Bohemia.  How 
grateful  a  Prefent  this  Book  was  to  Sir  Henry^  cannot  better  be  exprefled 
than  by  his  anfwer  to  this  Letter  j  which  tho'  it  may  be  found  in  his  Re- 
mains, I  hope  the  Reader  will  not  be  difpleas'd  to  fee  part  of  it  Tranfcri- 
bed  in  this  Place. 

Right  Honourable  and  my  very  Good  Lord, 

I  Have  your  Lordftiip's  Letters  dated  the  icth  of  October,  and  I  have 
withall  by  the  care  of  my  Coufin  Meautys,  and  by  your  own  fpecial 
Favour  three  Copies  of  that  Iforfi^  wherewith  your  Lordlhip  hath  done  a 
great  and  ever-living  Benefit  to  all  the  Children  of  Nature,  and  to  Nature 
her  ielf  in  her  uttermoft  extent  and  Latitude  :  Who  never  before  had  fo 
Noble  nor  fo  true  an  Interpreter,  or  fas  I  am  readier  to  ftyle  your  Lord- 
lhip) never  fo  inward  a  Secretary  of  her  Cabinet.  But  of  your  faid  V/ork 
fwhich  came  but  this  V/eck  to  my  Hands)  I  fhall  find  occafion  to  fpeak 
more  hereafter  5  Having  yet  read  onely  the  Firft  Book  thereof,  and  a  few 
jiphori[ms  of  the  Second.  For  it  is  not  a  Banquet  that  Men  may  fuperfici- 
ally  Taft,  and  put  up  the  reft  in  their  Pockets ;  but  in  truth  a  folid  Feaft, 
which  requireth  due  Maftication  — .^^ — And  [0  on. 

But  I  ani  gone  further  than  I  meant  in  fpeaking  of  this  Excellent  La- 
bour, while  the  Delight  yet  I  feel,  and  even  the  Pride  that  I  take  in  a  cer- 
tain Congeniality  (as  I  may  term  it)  with  your  Lordfliip's  Studies,  will 
fcant  let  me  ceafe.  And  indeed  I  owe  your  Lordfhip  even  by  promife, 
(which  you  are  pleas'd  to  remember,  and  thereby  doubly  binding  me)fome 
trouble  this  way  j  I  mean  by  the  Commerce  of  Philosophical  Experiments, 
which  furely,  of  all  other,  is  the  moft  ingenuous  Traffick. 
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A  Letter  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  Verulam  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Camhruige  upon  fending  to  their 
Publick  Library  his  N.o'Vum  Organnm^to  which 
this  Letter  written  with  his  own  Hand  is  af- 
fixed. 

Ahiia^  Matri  Academiae  Cant'ahrigienji, 

CU  M  "Vejler  Filim  Jim  <j^  Alumnus^  Voluptati 
?////;/  eritj  ^artum  meum  nuper  edttum  "Vohis  in 
Greymum  dare  :  Jitter  enim  Velut  pro  Expojito  eum 
haherem.  Nee  Vos  jnoyeat^  quod  via  nova  fit.  Ne- 
ceffe  eft  enim  talia  per  Aitatnm  <jr  Seculorum  Or' 
cuitm  eVenire.  Antiquis  tamen  fum  conflat  Honos  3 
Ingenii/a/icf^ :  tiamVid^s  Verho  Dei  ^  Experi- 
ential tantum  debetur.  Scientias  autem  ad  Experieu" 
ttam  fetraJkrej  non  Conceditur  :  At^  eafdem  ah  Ex" 
perientid  de  integro  excitare^  Operofum  cert^^  fed  Ter^ 
Vium.   Veus  yohis  ^  Studiis  yeftris  FaVeat. 

Ex  ^dibus  Eborac.        pjljus  vefter  Amantiffimus, 

jmo  OM.  1610. 

Franc.  Verulam^  Canc> 
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CXXXL 
From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  ^ucktn^ham. 

My  'very  good  Lord. 

Ifend  his  Majefly  a  Form  of  a  Proclamation  for  the 
Parliament^  which  I  thought  fit  to  offer  firfl  to  his 
Majefly 's  perufal,  before  I  acquainted  the  Council. 

For  that  part  which  concerneth  the  Foreign  Bufinefs, 
his  Majefly  will  gracioufly  confider,  how  eafy  it  is  for 
me  to  miflake,  or  not  to  attain  ;  which  his  Majefly  in 
his  Wifdom  will  pardon,  correcfl,  and  diredt. 

For  that  part  touching  the  Ele^ions,  I  have  commu- 
nicated it  with  my  Collegues,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  the 
Two  Chief  Jujlices,  and  Serjeant  Crew,  who  approve  it 
well ;  and  we  are  all  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  good  to 
have  it  more  peremptory,  more  particular,  nor  more 
iharp. 

We  are  thinking  of  fbme  Commonwealth  Laws,  a- 
mongfl  which  I  would  have  one  fpecial  for  the  Mainte- 
nance of  the  Navy,  as  well  to  give  occafion  to  publifh 
Qo  his  Majefly 's  Honour}  what  hath  been  already 
done  ;  as,  to  fpeak  plainly,  to  do  your  Lordfhip's  Ho- 
nour in  the  fecond  place  ,*  and  befides,  it  is  agreeable 
to  the  Times.    God  ever  profper  you. 

18  o^oh.  1610.  Tour  Lordjhips  moft  obliged 

Friend  and  faithful  Servant, 

Fr.  Verulam  Cane. 
CXXXII^ 
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From  the  Original. 

Draught  of  a  Proclamation  yir  a  Parliament, 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  Letter, 

*      A   S  in  our  princely  Judgement ,  we  hold  nothing 
jt\^  more  worthy  of  a  Chriflian  Monarch  ,  than  the 
Conjervation  of  Peace  at  home  and  abroad ;    whereby 
Effufion  of  Chriftian  Blood ,   and  other  Calamities  of 
War,  are  avoided,  Trade  is  kept  open,  Laws  and  Juflice 
retain  their  due  vigor  and  play,  Arts  and  Sciences  flou- 
riih.  Subjects  are  lefs  burthened  with  Taxes  and  Talla- 
ges, and  infinite  other  benefits  redound  to  the  (late  of 
a  Common-wealc:    So  in  our  own  Practice,  we  fup- 
pofe  there  hath  been  (eldom  any  King,  that  hath  given 
more  exprefs  Teftimonies  and  real  Pledges  of  this  de- 
fire  to  have  Peace  conferved,  then  we  have  done  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  our  Regiment. 

For  neither  have  we ,  for  that  which  concerns  our 
felves,  been  ready  to  apprehend  or  imbrace  any  occa- 
fions  or  opportunities,  of  making  War  upon  our  Neigh- 
bours ,•  Neither  have  we  omitted,  for  that  which  may 
concern  the  States  abroad ,  any  good  Office  or  royal 
Endeavour,  for  the  quenching  of  the  Sparkes  of  trou- 
bles and  difcords,  in  Forreign  Parts.  Wherein  as  we 
have  been  always  ready  and  willing;  fo  we  wilh,  that 
we  had  been  always  as  happy  and  prevailing  in  our  Ad- 
vices and  Counfels,  that  tended  to  that  end. 

And  yet  do  we  not  forget,  that  God  hath  put  into 
our  hands  a  Sceptre  over  Populous  and  Warlike  Nati- 
ons, which  mought  have  moved  us,  to  fecond  the  Af- 
fecftion  and  Difpofition  of  our  People ,    and  to  have 
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wrought  lipon  it ,  for  our  own  Ambition ,  if  we  had 
been  To  minded.     But  it  hath  (lifliccd  unto  us,  to  (eek 
a  true  and  notfivelling  Greatnefs,  in  the  Plantations  and 
Improvements,  of  focla  Part  of  our  Dominions,  as  have 
in  former  times  been  more  defolate  or  uncivil,  and  in 
the  maintaining  of  all  our  loving  Subjeds  in  general, 
in  Tranquility  and  Security,  and  the  other  Conditions 
of  good  Government,  and  happy  Times.     But  amongfl 
other  Dcmondrations ,    of  our  condant  purpofe,  and 
provident  care ,  to  maintain  Peace ;  There  u  as  never 
fuch  a  Tryal ,  -nor  ^o  apparent  to  the  World  Cas  in  a 
Theatre^    as   oar    perfifting  in  the  fame  Rcfolurion, 
ilnce  the  time  that  our  dear  Son  in  Law,  was  elcded 
and  accepted  King  of  Bohemia  ;  by  how  much  the  Mo- 
tives tending  to  (hake  and  affaile  our  faid  Refolution 
were  the  mere  forcible.     For  neither  did  the  Glory  of 
having  our  deareft  Daughter  and  Son  in  Law  to  wear 
a  Crown ;  Nor  the  extreme  alacrity  of  our  People  de- 
voted to  that  Caufe  j  nor  the  Rcprefentations,  which 
mought  be  (et  before  us  of  Dangers  (\i  we  fhculd  fufTer 
a  Partie  in  Chrijlendom  ^    held  commonly  adverfe  and 
ill  affeded  to  our  State  and  Government  >   to  gather 
further  Reputation  and  Strength}  tranfport  us,  to  ent^r 
into  an  Auxiliary  War,  in  profequution  of  that  Quar- 
rel: But  Contrariwife  finding  the  Juftice  of  the  Caufe, 
iiot  fb  clear,  as  that  we  could  be  prefently  tkerein  (a- 
tisBed  ,•  and  weighing  with  our  felves  likewife,  that  if 
the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia  had  continued  in  the  houfe  of 
Aufiria ;  yet  oeverthekfs  ,  the  Ballance  of  Chrijlend^ym 
had  flood  in  no  other  fort  then  it  had  done  for  many 
Years  before ,  without  increafe  of  Partie ;  and  chiefly 
fearing  that  the  Wars  in  thole  Parts  o^  Germany^  which 
have  been  hitherto  the  Bulwark  of  Chriflendom,  againfl 
the  approaches  of  the  7«r^,mought  by  the  Inteftine  Difl 
fentions,  allure  and  let  m  the  Common  Enemy;  We 
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did  abftain  to  declare ,  or  engage  our  felves  in  that 
War  ;  and  were  contented  only  to  give  PermiiTion 
to  the  AmbalTadour  of  our  Son  in  Law,  to  draw  fome 
Voluntary  helps  of  Men  and  Money  from  ourSubjeds, 
being  a  Matter  that  violated  no  Treaty,  and  could  not 
be  denied  in  cafe  of  fb  near  a  Conjuncftion. 

But,  while  we  contained  our  felves  in  this  Modera- 
tion, we  find  the  Event  of  War,  hath  much  altered  the 
Cafe,  by  the  late  Invafion  of  tlie  Palatinate  ,  whereby 
Chowfoever  under  the  pretence  of  a  Diverfion^  we  find 
our  Son  in  Fad,  expulfed  in  Part,  and  in  danger  to  be 
totally  difpoflefled  of  his  Antient  Inheritance  and  Pa- 
trimony, fo  long  continued  in  that  Nolle  L/ne;  where- 
of we  cannot  but  highly  refent,  if  it  (hould  be  aliena- 
ted, and  raviflied  from  him,  in  our  times,  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  our  Grand-Children  and  Line-Royal.  Nei- 
ther can  we  think  it  fafe,  for  us  in  reafbn  of  State,  That 
the  Countie  Palatine,  carrying  with  it  felf  an  Elehorate, 
and  hiving  been  folong  in  the  hands  of  Princes  of  our 
Religion ,  and  no  way  depending  upon  the  Houfe  of 
Anflria ,  fhould  now  become  at  the  difpofing  of  that 
Houfe  ,•  being  a  Matter,  that  indeed  mought  alter  the 
Baliance  of  Crillendom  importantly  ,  to  the  weak- 
ening of  our  Eftate,  and  the  Eftate  of  our  befl  Friends 
and  Confederates. 

Wherefore ,  finding  a  Concurrence  of  Reafons  and 
Refpeds  ot  Religion,  Nature,  Honour ,  and  Eftate ;  all 
of  them  inducing  us,  in  no  wife  to  indure  fo  great  an 
Alteration  :  We  are  refolved  to  imploy  the  utiermoO: 
of  our  Forces  and  Means ,  to  recover  and  refettle  the 
faid  Palatinate  to  our  Son,  and  our  Defcendents ,  pur- 
pofmg  nevcrthelefs ,  according  to  our  former  Inclina- 
tion fb  well  Grounded,  not  altogether  to  intermit  (^i'l 
the  Occafions  give  us  leave)  the  Treaties  of  Peace  and 
Accord,  which  we  have  already  begun  ,  and  whereof 
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the  coming  on  of  the  Winter,  and  the  Counterpoife  of 
r  pr^yCoi  the  Actions  of  War,  hitherto  may  give  us,  as  yet  fome 
ihis  hold,    appearance  of  hope. 

But,  forasmuch  as  it  were  great  improvidence ,  to 
depend  upon  the  fuccefs  of  fiich  Treaties,  and  there- 
fore good  PoHcy  requires  ,  that  we  (liould  be  prepa- 
red for  a  War,  which  we  intend  for  the  recovery  and 
alluring  of  the  faid  Palatinate  ,  with  the  Dependances, 
(a  Delign  of  no  fhiall  Charge  and  Difficulty  ,  the 
6'trength  and  Conjundures  of  the  adverfe  Party  confi- 
dered}  We  have  thought  good  to  take  into  our 
princely  and  ferious  Confideration  (and  that  with 
rpeed}  all  things  that  may  have  Relation  to  fuch  a  De- 
fignment,-  amongfl:  which,we  hold  nothing  more  neccf* 
fary  than  to  confer  and  advife  with  the  Common- C<7«»- 
cH  of  our  Kingdom^  upon  this  fo  important  a  Suhje^. 

For  although  the  making  of  War  or  Peace ,  be  a 
fecret  of  Empire^  and  a  thing  properly  belonging  ta 
our  high  Prerogative  Royal  ,  and  Imperial  Power 
(ay,  yet  nevertheiefs,  in  Caufes  of  that  Nature,  which 

we 

{x)  That  the  making  o^  V/iir  or  Texce ,  was  a  Prerogative  belonging  to 
the  Crown  of  England,  has  been  an  Opinion  fo  received  ,  that  it  feems  to 
have  been  raifed  upon  a  better  Foundation,  than  that  o{  Court  Flattery.  But 
feeing,  that  in  the  Debates  between  King  Charles  I.  and  the  Parliament 
touching  the  Militia,  It  was  by  a  Gentleman  of  the  Robe  ,  and  others  af- 
lerted  ,  to  be  ledged  in  the  K'ng  and  Parliament ,  and  that  there  were 
many  I^refidents ,  to  prove,  that  the  Kings  had  advifed  with  them  about- 
their  Foreign  Vvars  ;  and  that  very  lately,  a  Doiftor  of  the  Civil  Law,  hath 
in  an  Effay  upon  this  SubjciSt ,  produced  many  Inftances  from  the  Records 
to  the  i'ame  purpofe ,  and  fome  others  as  if  Lords  and  Commons  ought 
to  be  confulted  therein:  I  fliall  not  pretend  to  affirm  this  Pofition,  with- 
out fome  Reftriftions.  Yet  thus  much  I  mufl  neuds  fay  in  Juftification  of 
my  Lord  Venilam,  That  in  the  Difference ,  arifliig  in  the  cnfuing  Parlia- 
ment,  upon  this  very  Matter,  the  Commons  in  t'leir  Petition  admit 
of  the  fame.  For  upon  the  King's  Refentmient  of  their  advifing  him 
to  recover  the  P^/^r/H^fe  by  War,  and  in  what  manner  to  make  it,  to 
break  off  the  Treaties  with  Spain,  particularly  that  of  Marriage  for  the 
Prince.  It  is  thus  declared  ,  In  the  Difcourfe  rvhereof  vre  did  net  aj]h?ie  to  our 
jeives,  any  Vor^.er^  to  determine  of  any  part  thereof,    nor  intend  to  intrude  upon 
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we  (hall  think  fit  not  to  refcrve,  but  to  communicate  ; 
We  fhall  ever  think  our  felves  much  afliflcd  and 
ftrengthned ,  by  the  faithful  Advice,  and  general  Af- 
(ent  of  our  loving  Subjecfis. 

Moreover^  No  Man  is  fo  ignorant,  as  to  cxpecfb  that 
we  ihould  beany  ways  able  (Money's  being  the  Si- 
news of  War)  to  enter  into  the  Lift  againft  fo  great 
Potentates,  without  fome  large  and  bountiful  help  of 
Treafure  from  our  People ,-  as  well  towards  the  Main- 
tenance of  the  War,  as  towards  the  relief  of  our  Crov/n 
and  Eftate.  And  this  the  rather,  for  that  we  have  now, 
by  the  fpace  o^  full  Ten  years  (a  thing  unheard  of  in 
late  times}  fubfifted  by  our  own  Means,  without  be- 
ing chargeable  to  our  People,  otherwife  than  by  fome 

the  SdcreJ.  Bounds  of  your  Royjl  Authority  ;  to  rohom  ,  ani  to  whom  only  ,  ree 
achjiovple.ige.,  it  doth  belong  to  refolve  of  Pcue  and  Wxr  ,  and  the  Mirri.ige  of  the 
Prince,  fee.  But  hereupon,  this  Gentleman,  in  his  Effiy^  diftinguifht'S  be- 
tween the  Royal  Authority  ^  as  ckrived  from  the  Lavo^  and  the  Prerogative, 
which  p.tg-  10^  220.  he  lays,  is  of  a  higher  Nature,  and  fomething  above 
the  Lave  ;  by  which  the  King  is  enabled  to  z£t  in  feme  cafes  where  the  Law 
is  filent,  and  in  others  ariiing  upon  great  Emergencies,  fuch  as  the  deftroy- 
ing  of  a  Frontier  County,  in  cafe  of  Invafions,  (^c.  And  fo  concludes^ 
That  this  Power  of  making  War  and  Peace,  is  in  the  King,  by  Vertue  of 
his  Royal  Authority,  as  part  of  the  Executive  Power,  and  not  by  his  Prero- 
gative. Whereas  my  Lord  Col^e  ^  does  aft'irm  in  his  Tnjtitutef ,  and  other 
Lawyers  alio  ,  That  the  Prerogative  is  part  of  the  Commsn-Lavp  ,  and  there- 
fore not  above  it :  Sothat  this  feems  to  be  a  diftindion  without  a  difference  r 
Bat  however,  if  the  ancient  Englifh  Kings  (who  by  Ver*^ie  of  their  Military^ 
Tenures^  efpecially  that  of  Efcuage,  could  command  the  Attendance  of  ma- 
ny of  their  Subjefts,  for  a  time  unto  their  Foreign  Wars;  and  by  their  large 
IJemefnejy  could  better  fubfirt  themfelves  therein,  without  the  Avd  of  their 
People'  did  either  in  Juftice  or  Prudence  refort  to  them,  both  for  Advice 
and  Supplies:  It  can  hardly  be  thought,  that  any  Modern  Prince  of  him-, 
felf,  will  undertake  a  V/ar,  which  he  cannot  well  Prolecute  v/ithout  the 
affillance  of  his  Parliament.  But  that  it  may  be  convenient  to  treat  ot  a- 
Peace  in  fome  Cafes,  without  their  approbation,  I  fuppo-fe  will  not  be- 
denied. 

After  what  I  had  hitherto  Written,  was  fent  to  the  Prefs,  there  fi^l  in- 
to my  hands  a  little  Treatife  in_  Manufcript ,  Compofed  by  Sir  Robert  Cot- 
ton^ and  which  I  prefume  is  Printed  among  his  Podhumous  Works.  The 
Title  whereof,  I  was  willing  to  inlert,  becaufe  it  does  in  fome  meafure,  de- 
clare the  Opinion  of  that  Judicious  Antiquary  in  this  Matter,  lii.  That 
the  I^irgs  of  Lngland  have  been  pleaied,  uiually  to  confult  of  Afirr/j^e, 
Peace  and  H'ar^  with  their  Pe'-r? ,  and  Com.nions  in  Parliamer.t. 
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Voluntary  Guifrs  of  Tome  Particulars ;  uhich  though 
in  Total,  amounted  to  no  great  Matter,  we  thankfully 
acknowledge  at  their  Bands :  But ,  as ,  while  the 
Affairs  abroad,  were  in  greater  Calme,  we  did  content 
our  felves,  to  recover  our  wants,  by  provident  Retrench- 
ment of  Charge ,  and  honourable  Improvment  of  our 
own,  thinking  to  wear  them  out,  without  troubling 
our  People;  fo  in  fuch  a  State  of  Chriflendom ,  as 
feemeth  now  to  hang  over  our  Heads,  we  durii  no  lon- 
ger rely  upon  thofe  flow  Remedies,  but  thought  ne- 
ceflary  (according  to  the  antient  courfe  of  our  Proge- 
nitors) to  refort  to  the  good  Affedtions  and  Aydes  of 
our  loving  Subjedrs. 

Upon  xht^QConftclerations^  and  for  that  alfo  in  refpedl 
of  fo  long  IntermilTion  of  a  Parliament,  the  Times  may 
have  introduced  fome  things  fit  to  be  reformed,  either 
by  new  Laws,  or  by  the  moderate  Defircs  of  our  loving 
Subjeds,  dutifully  intimated  unto  us  (wherein  we 
Ihali  ever ,  be  no  lefs  ready  to  give  them  all  gracious 
Satisfadion ,  then  their  own  Hearts  can  d-efire^  We 
have  refblved,  by  the  advife  of  our  Privy  Council,  to 
hold  a  Parliament  at  our  City  of  Wejlminjier 

And  becaufe,  as  well  this  great  Cauje  Cthere  to 
be  handled  amongll  the  refl,  and  to  be  weighed  by  the 
Beam  of  the  Kingdom)  as  alfb  the  true  and  antient  /»- 
ftitution  of  Parliament  ^  do  require  the  Lower- houfe  (at 
this  time  if  ever}  to  be  Compounded  of  the  Graved, 
Ableft ,  and  Worthieft  Members  that  may  be  found  ; 
We  do  hereby,  out  of  the  care  of  the  Common  Good, 
wherein  themfelves  are  Participant  (without  all  pre- 
judice to  the  freedom  of  EleBions }  admonifli  all  our 
loving  Subjects  ( that  have  Votes  in  the  Eledions  of 
Knights  and  Burgelles)   of  the fe  few  Points  follow- 


ing. 
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FirJ},  That  they  call  their  Eyes  upon  the  Worihiefl 
Men  of  all  forts ,  Knights  and  Gentlemen  ,  that  are 
Lights  and  Guides  in  their  Countries  ,  Experienced  Par^ 
liament  Men  ,  Wife  and  DKcrcec  Statesmen  ,  that  have 
been  pradifed  in  Publiquc  Ad'airs  ,  whether  at  home 
or  abroad  :  Grave  and  Eminent  Lawyers^  Subftantial 
Citizens  and  Burgejfes ,  and  generally  fuch  as  are  In- 
tcrcll'ed  and  havePonion  in  die  Eftatc. 

Secondly  J  That  they  make  choice  of  fuch  as  are  well 
afi'eded  in  Religion ,  without  declining  either  on  the 
one  hand  to  Blindnefs  and  Superftition  ,  or  on  the  o- 
tlier  hand  to  Schifm,  or  turbulent  Difpofition. 

Thirdly^  and  Lafily^  That  they  be  truly  (enfible,  not 
to  difvalue  or  difparage  the  Houfe  with  Bankrupts  and 
neceflitous  Perfons ,  that  may  defire  long  Parliaments 
only  for  Protedion  ,•  Lawyers  of  mean  Account  and 
Eftimation  ;  Toung  Men  that  are  not  ripe  for  grave  Con- 
fuJtstions ;  Mean  Dependants  upon  great  Perfbns  ,  that 
may  be  thought  to  have  their  Voices  under  command, 
and  (iich  Wkt  obfcure  and  inferiour  Perfons  :  So  that 
to  conclude ,  we  may  have  the  comfort  to  fee  before 
us,  the  very  Face  of  a  fuilicient  and  well  compoled 
Houfe ,  fuch  as  may  be  worthy  to  be  a  Reprefentative 
of  the  Third  Eft  ate  of  our  Kingdom  ,  fit  to  nourifli  a 
loving  and  comfortable  Meeting  between  us  and  our 
People,  and  fit  to  be  a  Noble  Inftrument ,  under  the 
Blefling  of  Almighty  God,  and  our  Princely  Care  and 
Power  ,  and  with  the  loving  Conjund:ion  of  our  Pre- 
lates and  Peers ,  for  the  (etiing  of  fo  great  Affairs,  as 
are  before  exprelTed, 

CKXxiir. 
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cxxxiir. 

From  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

To  the  ^ght  Honourable  his  "Very  good  Lords ,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  hi  the  Upper 
Houfe  of  Parliament  Jffemhkd. 

My  very  good  Lords , 

I  Humbly  pray  your  LordOiips  alJ,  to  make  a  favour- 
able and  true  Conllrudtion  of  my  abfence.  It  is 
no  feigning  or  fainting,  but  Sicknefs  both  of  my  Heart 
and  of  my  Back  ,  though  joyned  with  that  comfort 
of  Mind  ,  that  perfwadeth  me  that  I  am  not  far  from 
Heaven  ,  whereof  I  feel  the  firfl  Fruits. 

And  becaufe,  whether  f  live  or  dye,  I  would  be 
glad  to  preferve  my  Honour  and  Fame,  fb  far  as  I  am 
worthy ;  hearing  that  fome  Complaints  of  bafe  Bribe- 
ry ,  are  coming  before  your  Lordfliips  :  My  Requeds 
unto  Your  Lordfbips,  are 

firjl ,  That  you  will  maintain  me  in  your  good 
Opinion ,  without  prejudice ,  until  my  Caufe  be 
heard. 

Secondly,  That  in  regard,  I  have  fequeflred  my  mind 
at  this  time,  in  great  part  from  Worldly  Matters, 
thinking  of  my  Account  and  Anfwers  in  a  higher  Court,- 
Your  Lordfliips  will  give  me  convenient  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  couric  of  other  Courts  ,  to  advife  with  my 
Council,  and  to  make  my  Anfwer  ;  wherein,  Never- 
thelefs,  my  Councils  part  will  be  the  lead :  For  1  (hall 
not,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  trick  up  an  Innocency  with 
Cavillations ,   but  plainly  and  ingenuoufly  C^s  your 

Lord- 
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Lordfliips  know  my  manner  is)  declare  what  I  know 
or  remember. 

Thirdly^  That  according  to  the  courfc  of  Judice,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  except  to  the  Witnelfes  brought  a- 
gainll:  me  ,  and  to  move  Queftions  to  your  Lordfliips 
for  their  crofs  Examinations,  and  likewife  to  produce 
my  own  Witnelfes  for  the  difcovery  of  the  Truth. 

And  Lajlly  ^  That  if  there  be  any  more  Petitions  of 
like  Nature,  that  Your  Lord(bips  would  be  pleafed  not 
to  take  any  Prejudice  or  Apprehenfion  of  any  Number 
or  Mufter  of  them ,  efpecially  againfl  a  Judge ,  that 
makes  looo  Orders  and  Decrees  in  a  Year  (^not  to  fpeak 
of  the  Courfes  that  hath  been  taken  ,  for  Hunting  out 
Complaints  againfl  me}  but  that  I  may  anfvver  them 
according  to  the  Rules  of  Juftice ,  feverally  and  re- 
fped:ively. 

Thefe  Requefts ,  I  hope  appear  to  Your  Lordfliips 
no  other  than  Juft.  And  fb  thinking  my  felf  happy  to 
have  fo  Nohle  Peers  ,  and  Reverend  Prelates  to  difcern 
of  my  Caufe  ,  and  defiring  no  priviledge  of  Greatnefs 
for  Subterfuge  of  Guiltineft  ,  but  meanmg  ,  as  I  faid, 
to  deal  fairly  and  plainly  with  Your  Lordfhips ,  and 
to  put  my  felf  upon  your  Honours  and  Favours.  I 
pray  God  to  blefs  your  Counfels  and  Pcrfons. 

And  reft 
19  March  1 6 10.  Tour  Lordfhips  humhk  Servant, 

Fr.  St,  Alban  Qinc. 


M  m  CXXXIIL 
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CXXXIII. 

To  the  Marquis  of  (Buckingham, 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YEfterday  I  know  was  no  day  ,•  now  I  hope  I  (hall 
hear  from  your  Lordlhip ,  who  are  my  Anchor 
in  thefe  Flouds,  Mean  while  to  eafe  my  Heart ,  I  have 
Written  to  His  Majefty  the  inclofed  ,  which  I  pray 
Your  LordOiip  to  read  advifedJy,  and  to  deUver  it,  or 
not  to  deliver  it,  as  you  think  good.  God  ever  prof- 
per  your  Lordlhip. 

Yours  ever,  ^c 

^^  ^'''^ ''''-  Fr.  St  Alban  Cane. 

cxxxiv. 

To  the  KING. 

It  way  pie  a fe  your  moji  Excellent  Majefty^ 

Time  hath  been  ,  when  I  have  brought  unto  you 
*  Gemttum  Columha  from  others ,  Now  I  bring 

i'cvf. '  "  it  from  my  (elf.  I  fly  unto  your  Majefly  ,  with  the 
Wings  of  a  Dove,  which  once  within  thefe  (even 
Days ,  I  thought  would  have  carried  me  a  higher 
flight.  When  I  enter  info  my  felf ,  I  find  not  the  Ma- 
terials of  flich  a  Tempeft  as  is  come  upon  me.  I  have 
been  (as  your  Majefly  knoweth  bed}  never  Author  of 
any  immoderate  Counfel ,  but  always  defircd  to  have 

*mu  ^   things  carried  *fuavthus  modis,  I  have  been  no  Avarici- 

ii<in.l  ous 
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ous  OpprcfTor  of  the  People  I  have  been  no  haughty, 
or  intolerable,  or  hateful  Man,  in  my  Converfation  or 
Carriage  :  I  have  inherited  no  hatred  from  my  Father^ 
but  am  a  good  Patriot  born.  Whence  (hould  this  be  > 
For  thefe  are  the  things  that  ufe  to  raife  diflikes  a- 
broad. 

For  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  I  began  my  Creclit  there, 
and  now  it  mufl:  be  the  place  of  the  Sepulture  thereof; 
and  yet  this  Parliament ,  upon  the  Meflage  touching 
Religion,  the  old  Love  revived  ,  and  they  (aid,  I  was 
the  fame  Man  flill,  only  Honefty  was  turned  into  Hon- 
our. 

For  the  Upper-houfe,  even  within  thefe  Days,  before 
thefe  Troubles ,  they  feemed  as  to  take  me  into  their 
Arms,  finding  in  me  Ingenuity ,  which  they  took  to 
be  the  true  Streight-line  of  Noblenefs ,  without  any 
Crookes  or  Angles. 

And  for  the  Briberies  and  Gifts ,  wherewith  I  am 
charged,  when  the  Books  of  Hearts  (liali  be  opened  , 
I  hope,  I  {hall  not  be  found  to  have  the  troubled  Foun- 
tain of  a  corrupt  Heart ,  in  a  depraved  Habit  of  ta- 
king Rewards  to  pervert  Judice ;  howfoever  I  may  be 
frail,  and  partake  of  the  Ahufes  of  the  Times. 

And  therefore,  I  am  refblved,  when  I  come  to  my 
Anfwer,  not  to  trick  my  Innocency  ,  ^as  I  writ  to  the 
Lords'^  by  Cavillations,  or  Voydances ;  but  to  {peak 
to  them  the  language,  that  my  heart  fpeaketh  to  me, 
in  Excufmg  ,  Extenuating,  or  ingenuoufly  Confeffing: 
Praying  to  God  to  give  me  the  Grace  to  fee  the  bot- 
tom of  my  Faults ,  and  that  no  hardnefs  of  heart  do 
Ileal  upon  me,  under  ihew  of  more  neatnefs  of  Cons- 
cience, than  is  caufe.  But  not  to  trouble  your  Maje- 
fty  any  longer,  craving  Pardon  for  this  long  Mourning 
Letter ;  That  which  I  thirft  after ,  as  the  Flart  after 
the  Streams,  Is ,  that  I  may  know,   by  my  Matchlefs 

M  m  1  Friend^ 
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friend  that  prefentcth  to  you  this  Letter  ,  your  Maje~ 
fly's  heart  (which  is  an  Ahyffiis  of  Goodnefs  as  I  am  an 
Ahyjfits  ot  Mifery}  towards  me.  I  have  been  ever  your 
Man,  and  counted  my  felf  but  an  Ufufruduary  of  my 
feifjthe  Property  being  yours.And  now  making  my  felf 
an  Oblation  to  do  with  me  as  may  bed  conduce 
to  the  Honour  of  your  Juftice,  the  Honour  of  your 
Mercy,  and  the  ufe  of  your  Service,  reding  as 

Clay  in  your  Majeftys  Gracious  Hands  ^ 
Fr.  St.  Alban,  Cane. 

cxxxv. 

From  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  <?/ Lords. 

To  the  ^ght  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  Upper  Houfe  Jffemhkd^  the  Hum- 
hie  Suhmlffion  and  Supplication  of  the  Lord  Chan« 
cellor. 

//  may  pleafe  your  Lordfhips^ 

I  Shall  humbly  crave  at  your  Lordfhip's  Hands  a  be- 
nign Interpretation  of  that  which  I  Inall  now  write ; 
For  words  that  come  from  v.  afled  Spirits,  and  an  op- 
prefTed  mind,  are  more  (afe  in  being  depofited  in  a 
Noble  Conllrudion,  than  in  being  Circled  with  any 
referved  Caution. 

This  being  moved,  and  as  I  hope  obtained,  in  the 
nature  of  a  Protedion  for  all  that  I  ilia  11  fay  ;  I  fliall 
now  make  into  the  red  of  that  wherewith  I  Ihall  at  this 
time  trouble  your  Lordihips,  a  very  (Irange  entrance  : 
For  in  the  midfl  of  a  flate  of  as  great  airiidlion,  as  I 
think  a  mortal  Man  can  endure,  (Honour  being  above 

Life) 
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Life)  I  iliall  begin  with  the  profeiling  of  Gladnefs  in 
fome  things. 

The  Firji  is,  That  hereafter  the  Greatiiefs  of  a  JudgCy 
or  Magiftrate,  (hall  be  no  Sanctuary  or  Protection  of 
Guiltinefs  ;  which  in  few  words  is  the  beginning  of  a 
Golden  World. 

The  nexty  That  after  this  Example,  it  is  like  that 
Judges  will  fly  from  any  thing  that  is  in  the  likenefs  of 
corruption^  C^^hough  it  were  at  a  great  diflance}  as  from 
a  Serpent  ,•  which  tendeth  to  the  Purging  of  the  Courts 
of  Juftice,  and  the  reducing  them  to  their  true  Honour 
and  Splendor. 

And  in  thefe  two  Points^  (God  is  my  Witnefs}  that 
though  it  be  my  Fortune  to  be  the  Anvil,  whereupon 
thofc  good  effects  are  beaten  and  wrought,  I  take  no 
Irnall  comfort. 

But  to  pafs  from  the  Motions  of  my  Hearty  whereof 
God  is  onely  Judge,  to  the  Merits  of  my  Caufe,  where- 
of your  LordHiips  are  Judges,  under  God  and  his  Lieu- 
tenant. I  do  underftand  there  hath  been  heretofore  ex- 
ped:ed  from  me  fbme  Juftification  :  And  therefore  I 
have  chofen  one  onely  Juftification,  out  of  the  Juftifi- 
cation o{Joh,  For  after  the  clear  Submiftion  and  Con* 
feflion  which  I  fhall  now  make  unto  your  Lordlhips,  I 
hope  I  may  fay  and  juftifie  with  Job  in  thefe  words,  / 
have  not  hid  my  finsy  as  did  Ad^m,  nor  conceal'* d  my  faults 
in  my  Bofori^.  This  is  the  onely  Juftification  which  I 
will  u{e. 

It  refteth  therefore,  that  without  Fig-leaves,  I  do 
ingenuoully  confefs  and  acknowledge,  that  having  un- 
derftood  the  Particulars  of  the  Charge,  not  formally 
from  the  Ploufe,  but  enough  to  inform  my  Confcience 
and  my  Memory  ;  I  find  Matters  fufltcient  and  full^ 
both  to  move  me  to  defcrt  my  Defence,  and  to  move 
your  Lordibips  to  condemn  and  cenfure  me. 

Neither 
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Neither  will  I  trouble  your  Lordiliips  by  Tingling 
Horat.  Ep.  thofe  Particulars  which  I  think  might  fall  off',  Quici  te 
^^^' '''  exempt  a  juvat  fpinis  de  plurihus  una  >  Neither  will  I 
prompt  your  Lordlliips  to  obferve  upon  the  Proofs, 
where  they  come  not  home,  or  the  fcruple  touching 
the  credit  of  the  Witnefles.  Neither  will  I  reprefent 
to  your  Lordfliips,  how  far  a  Defence  in  divers  things 
mought  extenuate  the  offence  in  refped:  of  the  Time 
and  manner  of  the  G//>,  or  the  like  Circumilances.  But 
onely  leave  thefe  things  to  fpring  out  of  your  own 
Noble  thoughts,  and  obfervations  of  the  Evidence,  and 
Examinations  themfelves ;  and  charitably  to  wind 
about  the  Particulars  of  the  Charge,  here  and  there  as 
God  ihall  put  into  your  minds,  and  fo  fubmit  my  felf 
wholly  to  your  Piety  and  Grace. 

And  now,I  have  fpoken  to  your  Lordlliips  as  Judges^ 
I  fliall  (ay  a  kw  words  to  you  as  Peers  and  Prelates  ; 
Humbly  commending  my  Caufe  to  your  Noble  Minds, 
and  Magnanimous  Alfedions. 

Your  Lordiliips  are  not  fimply  Judges  but  Parlia- 
mentary Judges  ;  You  have  a  farther  extent  of  Arbi- 
trary Power  than  other  Courts.  And  if  your  Lordfliips 
be  not  tyed  by  ordinary  courfes  of  Courts  or  Prefidents 
in  Points  of  (Iri^tnefs  and  feverity  ;  much  more  in 
Points  of  Mercy  and  Mitigation. 

And  yet  if  any  thing  which  I  Ihall  move  mought  be 
contrary  to  your  worthy  Ends  to  introduce  a  Retcrma- 
tion,  {  ihould  not  feek  it :  But  herein  I  befeech  your 
Lordlliips  to  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  a  Story.  Titus 
Manlim  took  his  Sons  life  for  giving  Battle  againft  the 
Prohibition  of  his  General  :  Not  many  years  after  the 
like  (everity  was  purfued  by  Papirius  Curfor  the  Ditia- 
tor^  againft  Qjiintus  Maxlmus  ;  who  being  upon  the 
Point  to  be  (entenc'd,  by  the  Intercefiion  of  (ome  Prin- 
cipal Perfons  of  the  Senate,  was  fpared  :  Whereupon 
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Livy  maketh  this  grave  and  gracious  Obfervation  ; 
Neque  minus  firm.it a  efl  DtfcipHyia  ^ilitarn  per/ado 
Quint i  Maximi^  quhn  miferahilifuplicio  titi  Manlii,  The 
Dijcipline  of  War^  was  no  lefs  cflabUlhcd  by  the  Que- 
ilioning  ot  duintus  Maximiis^  thai  by  the  Punidiing  of 
Titus  Manlius.  And  the  fame  r-  '^.(©n  is  of  the  Reformat 
tion  of  Jujiice ;  For  the  Queftionng  of  Men  of  Emi- 
nent Places  hath  the  fame  Terror,  though  not  the  fame 
Rigor  with  the  PuniOiment. 

But  my  Cafe  ftandeth  not  tnere ;  For  my  humble 
Defire  is,  that  his  Majefty  would  take  the  Seal  into  his 
hands,  which  is  a  great  Downfall,  and  may  ferve  I 
hope  in  it  felf  for  an  Expiation  of  my  Faults. 

Therefore,  if  Mercy  and  Mitigation  be  in  your  Pow- 
er, and  do  no  ways  cro{s  your  Noble  Ends,  why  fhould 
I  not  hope  of  your  Lordfhip's  Favour  and  Commife- 
ration  ? 

Your  Lordfliips  will  be  pleafed  to  behold  your  Chief 
Pattern  the  King  our  Soveraign,  a  King  of  incompara- 
ble Clemency,  and  whole  Heart  is  infcrutable  for  VVil- 
dom  and  Goodaefs.  Your  Lordfliips  will  remember 
that  there  fat  not  thefe  Hundred  years  before,  a  Prince 
in  your  Houfe,  and  never  fuch  a  Prince,  whofe  Pre- 
fence  defcrves  to  be  made  Memorable  by  Records  and 
Ads  mixed  of  Mercy  and  Juiiice.  Your  Lordfhips  are 
either  Nuhles,  (and  compaffion  ever  beateth  in  the 
veins  of  Noble  Blood}  or  Reverend  Prelates^  who  are 
the  Servants  of  him,  who  would  not  break  the  bruifed 
Reed,  nor  quench  the  fmoking  Flax.  You  all  fit  upon 
one  High  Stage^  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  more  {tn^ 
fible  of  the  Changes  of  the  World,  and  of  the  Fall  of 
any  of  High  Place. 

Neither  will  your  Lordfliips  forget  that  there  are  vi" 
tia  Temporisy  as  well  as  Vitia  Hominis  j  and  that  the 
beginning  of  Reformations  hath  the  contrary  Power  of 

the 
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the  Pool  of  Bethefda  ;  for  that  had  flrength  to  cure  him 
only,  that  was  firft  cad  in,  and  this  hath  commonly 
flrength  to  hurt  him  onely  that  is  firft  caft  in.  And  for 
my  part,  I  vvifli  it  may  ftay  there  and  go  no  further. 

Laftly,  I  afTure  my  felf,  your  Lordihips  have  a  No- 
ble Feeling  of  me,  as  a  Member  of  your  own  Body,  and 
one  that  in  this  very  SeHion  had  fome  Tali  of  your 
loving  Afledions  ;  which  I  hope  was  not  a  Lightening 
before  the  Death  of  them,  but  rather  a  fpark  of  that 
Grace,  which  now  in  the  Conclufion  will  more  ap- 
pear. 

And  therefore  my  Humble  Suit  to  your  Lordfliips  is, 
That  my  Penitent  Submiffion  may  be  my  Sentence,  and 
the  lofs  of  the  Seal  my  Punilhment ;  and  that  your 
Lordihips  will  (pare  any  further  fentcnce,  but  recom- 
mend me  to  his  Majefty's  Grace  and  Pardon  for  all 
that  is  pad.  God's  Holy  Spirit  be  among  you. 

az  April  1^21.  four  Lordjhifs  Humble        - 

Servant^ana  Suppliant  j 

Fr.  St.  Alban,  Cane. 

cxxxvi. 

To  the   KIN  G. 

It  may  pleafe  your  woji  Excellent  Majeftv^ 

IN  the  midft  of  my  mifery,  which  is  rather  aflwa- 
ged  by  Remembrance,  than  by  Hope,  my  chiefeft 
worldly  Comfort  is,  to  think  that  fmce  the  time,  I  had 
the  firft  Fote  of  the  Commons  Houfc  of  Parliament  for 
Commiftioner  of  the  Union^  until  the  time  that  I  was 
this  laft  Tarliament  chofen  by  both  Houfes  for  their 
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Meflenger  to  your  MajeHy  in  the  Petition  oi Religion^ 
(^which  two  were  my  firft  and  lad  Services}  I  was  ever 
more  fo  happy  as  to  have  my  poor  Services  gracioufly 
accepted  by  your  Majefty,  and  Ukewife  aot  to  have 
had  any  of  them  mifcarry  in  my  Hands.  Neither  of 
which  Points  I  can  any  ways  take  to  my  felf,  but  a- 
(cnbe  the  former  to  your  Majefty's  Goodnefs,  and  the 
latter  to  your  prudent  Dired:ions  ,•  which  I  was  ever 
careful  to  have  and  keep.  For  as  I  have  often  faid  td 
your  Majefty,  I  was  towards  you  but  as  a  Bucket  and 
a  Ciftern,to  draw  forth  and  conlerve,  your  felf  was  the 
Fountain.  Unto  this  comfort  of  Nineteen  years  profpe- 
rity  there  fucceeded  a  comfort  even  in  my  Greateft  ad- 
verfity,  fomewhat  of  the  fame  nature;  which  is,  that 
in  thofe  Otfences  wherewith  I  was  charged,  there  was 
not  any  one  that  had  fpecial  relation  to  your  Majefty, 
or  any  your  particular  Commandments.  For  as  towards 
Almighty  God,  there  are  offences  againft  the  firft  and 
fecond  Table,  and  yet  all  againft  God,-  (b  with  the 
Servants  of  Kings,  there  are  oacnces  more  immediate 
againft  the  Sovereign  :  Although  all  OiTences  againft 
Law  are  alfo  againft  the  King.  Unto  which  comfort 
there  is  added  this  circumftance,  That  as  my  Faults 
were  not  againft  your  Majefty,  otherwife  than  as  all 
Faults  are  ,•  fb  my  Fall  was  not  your  Majefty's  Ad:,other- 
wife  than  as  all  Ads  of  Juftice  are  yours.ThisI  writenot 
to  infinuate  with  your  Majefty ,but  as  a  moft  humble  ap- 
peal to  your  Majefty's  Gracious  remembrance,how  ho- 
neft  and  dired  you  have  ever  found  me  in  your  Service ; 
whereby  I  have  an  aftured  belief,  that  there  is  in  your 
Majefty's  own  Princely  thoughts,a  great  deal  of  (erenity 
and  clearnefs  to  me  your  Majefty's  now  proftrate  and 
caft  down  fervant. 

Neither  Qmy  moft  Gracious  Sovereign)  do  I  bv  this 
mention  of  my  Services,  lay  claim  to  your  Princely 
Grace  and  Bounty  ,  though  the  Privikdge  of  Calamity 
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doth  bear  that  form  of  Petition.     I  know  well,  had 
they  been  much  more,  they  had  been  but  my  bounden 
duty.     Nay,  I  mud  alfo  confefs,  that  they  were  from 
time  to  time,  far  above  my  Merit,    over  and  fuper- 
rewarded  by  your  Majefty's  benefits  which  you  heaped 
upon  me.     Your  Majefiy  was  and  is  that  Mailer  to 
me,  that  raifed  and  advanced  me  Nine  Times ;  Thrke 
in  Vignity^  and  Six  times  in  Office,    The  Places  indeed 
were  the  painfullell  of  all  your  Services  ,•    But  then  . 
they  hid  both  Honour  and  Profits.     And   the  then 
Profits  might  have  maintained  my  now  Honour,  if  I 
had  been  wife  :  Neither  was  your  Majefly's  immediate 
Liberality  wanting  towards  m.e  in  fome  Gifts,  if  I  may 
hold  them.    All  this  I  do  mod  thankfully  acknowledge, 
and  do  herewith  conclude,  That  for  any  thing  arifing 
from  my  felf  to  move  your  eye  of  pity  towards  me, 
there  is  much  more  in  my  prefent  mifery^  than  in  my 
pad  Services  ;  lave  that  the  fame  your  Majeily's  Good- 
nefs,  that  may  give  relief  to  the  one,  may  give  value 
to  the  other. 

And  indeed.  If  it  may  pleafe  your Majeflj  thlsTheme 
of  my  Mifery  is  fo  plentiful  as  it  need   not  be  coupled 
with  any  thing  elfc.     I  have  been  ibme  body  by  your 
Majefty's  fingular  and  undeferved  Favour,    even  the 
prime  Officer  of  your  Kingdom  ;  your  Majeily's  Arm 
hath  been  over  mine  in  Council,  when  you  prefided 
at  the  Table ;  fo  near  I  was.  I  have  born  your  Maje- 
fiy's  Image  in  Metal,  much  more  in  Heart ;  I  was  ne- 
ver in  Nineteen  years  Service  chidden  by  your  Majefiy, 
but  contrariwife  often  overjoyed,  when  your  Majedy 
would  fometimes  fay  I  was  a  good  Husband  for  you, 
though  none  for  my  felf;  Sometimes,  that  I  had  a  way 
» After  a   ^0  deal  in  Bufmefs,  *  Suavihiis  Modis^  which  was  the 
gentle       way  which  was  moil  accoraing  to  your  own  Heart  : 
manner.     ^^^  q^\^^^  j^q(^  Gracious  Speeches  of  Affedion  and 
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Trufl:,  which  I  k^^  on  to  this  day.  Bun  why  fhould  I 
(peak  of  thefe  things  which  are  now  vanidicd,  but  on- 
ly the  better  to  exprefs  the  downfall  ? 

For  now  it  is  thus  with  me;  I  am  a  year  and  half 
old  in  mifery  ;  though  I  mud  ever  acknowledge,  not 
without  fbme  mixture  of  your  Majefly's  Grace  and 
Mercy;  For  I  do  not  think  it  poflible,  that  any  you 
once  loved  fhould  be  totally  miferablc  Mine  own 
Means  through  my  own  Improvidence  are  poor  and 
weak,  httle  better  than  my  Father  left  me.  The  poor 
Things  that  I  have  had  from  your  Majefly,  are  either 
in  Queftion,  or  at  Courtefie.  My  Dignities  remain 
Marks  of  your  Favour,  but  Burdens  of  my  prefent 
Fortune.  The  poor  Remnants  which  I  had  of  my  for- 
mer Fortunes,  in  Plate  or  Jewels,  I  have  fpread  upon 
poor  Men  unto  whom  I  owed,  fcarce  leaving  my  felf 
a  convenient  Subfiftance.  So  as  to  conclude,  1  muft 
pour  out  my  mifery  before  your  Majefly,  fo  far  as  to 
fay,  *  Si  dejeristu^  periryius,  *  If  you 

But  as  \  can  offer  to  your  Mnjefi,y's  Compaflion,  lit-  ^^^^^^ 
tie  arifiog  from  my  felf  to  move  you,  except  it  be  my  rifh.  ^^^ 
extream  miiery,  which  I  have  truly  laid  open;  fo  look- 
ing up  to  \our  Majefly's  own  felf,I  fliould  think  I  com- 
mitted Cairis  Fault,  if  I  lliould  dcfpair.  Your  Maje- 
fly is  a  Khig  whofe  heart  is  as  unfcrutable  for  fecret 
Motions  of  Goodnefs,  as  for  depth  of  Wifdom.  You 
are  Creator  like,  fadive  and  not  deftrudlive.  You  are 
the  Prince  in  whom  hath  been  ever  noted  an  aver- 
fation  againft  any  thing  that  favoured  of  an  hard  heart; 
as,  on  the  other  fide,  your  Princely  eye  was  wont  to 
meet  with  any  Motion  that  was  made  on  the  relieving 
part.  Therefore  as  one  that  hath  had  the  happinefs  to 
know  your  Majefly  near  hand,  I  have  (mofl  Gracious 
Sovereign^  Faith  enough  for  a  Miracle ;  much  m.ore 
for  a  Grace^  that  your  Majefly  will  not  (ufler  your 
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poor  Creature  to  be  utterly  defaced,  rcr  blot  that 
Name  quite  out  of  your  Book,  upon  which  your  Sa- 
cred Hand  hath  been  fo  oft  for  new  Ornaments  and 
Additions. 

Unto  this  degree  of  compaflion,  I  hope  God  above 
(of  whofe  mercy  towards  me,  both  in  my  profperity 
and  adverfity  I  have  had  great  Teftimonies  and  Pledges, 
though  my  own  manifold  and  wretched  unthankfulnels 
might  have  averted  them)  will  dilpofe  your  Princely 
heart,  already  prepared  to  all  Piety.     And  why  (hould 
I  not  think,  but  that  thrice  Nohle  Trince^  who  would 
have  pulled  me  out  of  the  fire  of  a  Sentence,  will  help 
to  pull  me  (if  I  may  ufe  that  homely  phrafe)  out  of  the 
Mire  of  an  abje(St  and  fordid  Condition  in  my  laft 
days  :    And  that  Excellent  Favourite  of  yours,  (the 
goodnefs  of  whcfe  Nature  contendeth  with  the  great- 
nels  of  his  Fortune  ,•  and  who  counteth  it  a  Prize,  a 
fecond  Prize,  to  be  a  good  Friend,  after  that  Prize 
w'hich  he  carrieth  to  be  a  good  Servant}  will  kifs  your 
Hands  w^ith  Joy  for  any  work  of  Piety  you  ihall  do  for 
me.     And  as  all  Commiferable  Perfons  (efpecially  fuch 
as  find  their  Hearts  void  of  all  Malice)  are  apt  to  think 
that  ail  Men  pitty  them ;  I  allure  my  (elf  that  the  Lords 
of  your  Council,  who  out  of  their  Wifdom  and  Noble- 
nefs,  cannot  but  be  fenfible  of  human  events,  will  in 
this  way  which  I  go,  for  the  relief  of  my  Eftate,  further 
and  advance  your  Majefty's  Goodnefs  towards  me.  For 
there  is  as  I  conceive  a  kind  of  Fraternity  between 
Great  Men,  that  are,  and  thofe  that  have  been,  being 
but  the  feveral  Tenjes  of  one  Ferh ;  nay,  I  do  further 
prefume,  that  both  Houfes  oi  Parliament  will  love  their 
Juftice  the  better  if  it  end  not  in  my  ruin.    For  I  have 
been  often  told,  by  many  of  my  Lords,  as  it  were  in 
Excufing  the  fever ity  of  the  Sentence,  that  they  knew 
they  left  me  in  good  Hands.   And  your  Majefty  know- 
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eth  well  ,  T  have  been  all  my  life  long  acceptable  to 
thofe  Ajfemhlies  not  by  Flattery,  but  by  Moderation, 
and  by  honed  exprefling  of  a  defire  to  have  all  things 
go  fairly  and  well. 

But,  if  it  may  pleafeyour  Majejiy  Qbr  Sahits  I  (liall 
give  them  reverence^  but  no  adoration  ,  my  Addrefs  is 
to  your  Majefty,  the  Fountain  of  Goodnefs,-}  your  Ma- 
jefty  (hall  by  the  Grace  of  God,  not  feel  that  in  Gifty 
which  I  (hall  extremely  feel  in  Help  ,•  For  my  defires 
are  moderate,  and  my  Courfes  meafured  to  a  Life  or- 
derly and  referved,  hoping  flill  to  do  your  Majefty  Ho- 
nour in  my  way.  Only  I  moft  humbly  befeech  your 
Majefty  to  give  me  leave  to  conclude  with  thofe  words 
which  neceility  fpeaketh  :  Help  me  (Dear  Sovereign- 
Lord  and  Mafter)  and  pity  me  fo  far,  as  I  that  have 
born  a  Bag,  be  not  now  in  my  Age  forced  in  effedb  to 
bear  a  Wallet-,  nor  I  that  defire  to  live  to  Jludy^  may 
not  be  driven  to  fludy  to  live  (jf),  I  moft  humbly  crave 
pardon  of  a  long  Letter,  after  a  long  filence.  God  of 
Heaven  ever  blefs,  preferve,  and  profper  your  Ma- 
jefty. 

Tour  Majefty  s  poor  ancient 
Servant  and  Bead/many 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 
CXXXVIL 

{a)  Altho'  the  Subjeift-matter  of  this  and  fome  other  Letters  of  the  like- 
Nature,  hath  given  me  occafion  to  make  fome  Remarks  thereon  already  j 
yet  I  cannot  omit  taking  notice  in  this  place,  of  what  the  Learned  Mon- 
lieur  Le  Clerc  hath  obferved  in  the  i  ith  Chapter  of  his  RefieHions  upon 
good  and  bad  Fortune.  Where,  in  his  Difcourfe  of  Liberality,  and  the  Ob^ 
ligations  that  are  upon  Princes,  ?irc.  to  extend  their  Bounty  to  Learned 
Men,  in  refpeifl  of  the  Benefit  the  World  receives  from  them  j  he  expref- 
I'es  his  fenfe  of  the  Honour  which  was  due  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who 
affiAed  Krafmm  and  Gmm^  aj^d  his  Refentment  of  the  Negle<^  of  K  "^xmss^ 

for. 
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CXXXVII. 

To  the  Earl  of  BriftoL 

My  very  good  Lord , 

I  Now  onely  fend  my  bed  Wiilies,  to  follow  you  ar 
Sea  and  Land,  with  due  thanks  for  your  late  great 
Favours.  God  knows,  whether  the  length  of  your  Voy- 
age will  not  exceed  the  Size  of  my  Hour-Glafs. 
But  whilft  I  live,  my  affedion  to  do  you  Service,  (hall 
remain  quick  under  the  aihes  of  my  Fortune. 

cxxxviii. 

SIR, 

IN  this  Solitude  of  Friends,  which  is  the  Bafe  Court 
of  Adverfity,  where  no  Body  almofl  will  be  ktn 
ftirring,  I  have  often  remembred  this  Spanijh  faying, 
Amor  fin  fin,  no  ttene  fin  (jT).  This  bids  me  make 
choice  of  your  Friend  and  mine,  for  his  Noble  Suc- 
cours; not  now  towards  the  Afpiring^  but  only  the  Re^ 
fpiring  of  my  Fortunes.     I  who  am  a  Man   of  Books 

for  deferting  the  Lord  Bacon :  One  cannot  read,  faith  he,  rcithout  Indignati- 
on^ that  -which  is  reported  of  the  Famous  Chancellor  of  England,  Francis  Bacon, 
rvhom  the  Kjng;  fitfferd  to  languiJJ)  in  Poverty,  whilft  he  prefer  d  worthlefs  Per- 
fons  to  his  Vijhonour.  A  little  before  his  Death  this  Learned  Man  rerit  to  that 
Prince  a  bemoaning  Letter  ;  and  then  cites  this  moving  Conclufion  out  of 
Howell's  Letters ;  which  tho'  that  Author  thought  it  argued  a  little  abje- 
ftion  of  fpirit  in  my  Lord  Bacon  ;  yet  Monfieur  Le  Clerc  thinks  it  ihevv'd  a 
much  lower  in  the  l^ing,  to  permit  fo  able  a  Man  to  lye  under  the  necefllty 
of  making  fo  fad  a  Requeft,  and  yet  withal  to  afford  no  Relief. 

(a)  That  Love  without  Ends  hath  no  End^  was  a  faying  of  Gondomar  the 
Spanijh  Ambaflador,  meaning  thereby,  that  if  it  were  begun  not  upon 
particular  Ends,  it  would  laft.    Lord  Bac.  Apothegms. 
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have  obferved,  that  he  hath  both  the  Magnanimity  of 
the  Old  Romans^  and  the  Cordiality  of  the  Old  Englifh ; 
and  withal  I  believe,  he  hath  the  wit  of  both  :  (ure  I 
am,  that  for  my  felf ,  I  have  found  him  in  both  my 
Fortunes,  to  eftccm  me  fo  much,  above  my  jiift  value, 
and  to  love  me  (b  much  above  the  polTibility  of  deferv- 
ing,  or  obliging  on  my  part ,  as  if  he  were  a  Friend, 
created  and  referved ,  for  fuch  a  time  as  this.  You 
know  what  I  have  to  fay  to  the  Great  Lorri  ^  and  I 
conceive,  it  cannot  pafs  (o  fitly  to  him,  by  the  Mouth 
of  any  ,  as  of  this  Gentleman  ,*  and  therefore  do  your 
befl  (^which  I  know  will  be  of  Power  enough}  to  en- 
gage him,  both  in  thefubftance  ,  and  to  the  Secrecy 
of  it  ;  For,  I  can  think  of  no  Man  but  your  felf,  to  be 
ufed  by  me  in  this,  who  are  fo  private,  fo  faithful,  and 
fbdifcreet  a  Friend  to  us  both;  as  on  the  other  fide,  I 
dare  fwear  he  is,  and  know  my  felf,  to  be  as  true  to 
you  as  your  own  heart. 

CXXXIX. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord^ 

YOur  Lordlhip  will  pardon  me,  if  partly  in  the  free- 
dom of  Adverfity ,  and  partly  of  former  Friend, 
fhip,  (the  Sparkes  whereof  cannot  but  continue  3  I 
open  my  felf  to  your  Lordihip ,  and  defire  alfb  your 
Lordfhip  to  open  your  felf  to  me.  The  two  laO:  Ads, 
which  you  did  for  me,  in  procurng  the  Releafement 
of  my  Fine  ,  and  my  Qj^ietus  eft,  I  acknowledge  were 
eOerfs,  real  and  material ,  of  your  Love  and  Favour  ; 
which  as  to  my  Knowledge  ,  it  never  failed  me  in  my 
Profperity  ,    So  in  thefe  two  things ,  it  feems  not  ta 

have 
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have  turned  with  the  Wheel.  But  the  extent  of  thefe 
two  Favours,  is  not  much  more  than  to  keep  me  from 
Perfecution.  For  any  thing  further,  which  might  tend 
to  my  Comfort  and  Afliflance  ,  as  I  cannot  fay  to  my 
felf,  that  your  Lordfliip  hath  forfaken  me ;  fo  I  fee  not 
the  efFeds  of  your  Undeferved,  yeaUndeiired  ProfeflTi- 
ons  and  Promifes  ;  which  being  m.ade  to  a  Perfon  in 
Affli^ion,  hath  the  Nature  ,  after  a  fort  of  Vows.  But 
that,  which  mofl  of  all  makes  me  doubt  of  a  Change , 
or  cooling  in  your  Lordlhips  Afl'edion  towards  me , 
is,  that  being  twice  now  at  London^  your  Lordfliip  did 
not  vouchfafe  to  fee  me ;  though  by  MefTages  you  gave 
me  hope  thereof,  and  the  latter  time  I  had  begg'd  it 
of  your  LordOiip. 

The  caufe  of  Change  ,  may  either  be  in  my  felf,  or 
your  Lordfhip.    I  ought  firft  to  examine  my  felf,  which 
I  have  done  ,♦  and  God  is  my  Witneft  ,  I  find  all  well, 
and  that  I  have  approved  my  felf  to  your  Lorddiip, 
a  true  Friend  ,  both  in  the  Watery  Trial  oi  Profperity , 
and  in  the  Fiery  Trial  of  Adverpty.     If  your  Lordfliip 
take  any  Infatisfadion  touching  the  Houfe  j  I  humbly 
pray  you,  think  better  of  it.     For  that  Motion  to  me, 
was  a  fecond  Sentence,  more  grievous  than  the  firft, 
as  things  then  flood,  and  do  yet  fland :  For  it  Senten- 
ced  me  to  have  lofl  both  in  mine  own  Opinion  ,  and 
much  more  in  the  Opinion  of  others ,  that  which  was 
faved  to  mc,  almoft  only  ,  in  the  former  Sentence ; 
and  which  was  more  dear  to  me ,  than  all  that  which 
was  taken  from  me,  which  is  your  Lordfliips  Love  and 
Favour.     For  had  it  not  been  for  rhat  bitter  Circum- 
fiance ,  your  Lordfliip  knows ,   that  you  might  have 
commanded  my  life,  and  all  that  is  mine.     But  furely 
it  could  not  be  that ,   nor  any  thing  in  me,    which 
wrought  the  Change.     It  is  likely  on  the  other  part, 
that  though  your  Lordlhip  in  your  Mature,  I  know  to 

be 
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be  Generous  and  Conflant,  yet  I  being  now  become  out 
oi  fight  ^    and  out  of  «/(?,    your   Lorddiip  having  a 
Floud  o{  New  Friends^  and  your  Ears  polTeffed  perhaps 
by  fuch ,  as  would  not  leave  room  for  an  Old;  Your 
Lordfliip  may,  even  by  courfc  of  the  World,  and  the 
over-bearing  of  others,  be  turned  from  me :  And  it 
were  almofl:  a  Miracle  if  it  (hould  be  otherwife.     But 
yet,  becaufe  your  Lordfhip  may  fliU  have  fo  Heroical 
a  Spirit,  as  to  fland  out  in  all  thefe  violent  AfTaults, 
which  might  have  Alienated  you  from  your  Friend i 
My  humble 5«/V  to  your  Lordfhip,  is,  That  remem- 
bring  your  former  Friendlhip,  which  began  with  your 
beginning ,  and  fince  that  time,  bath  never  failed  on 
my  part ,  your  Lordfliip  would  deal  clearly  with  me, 
and  let  me  know,  whether  I  continue  in  your  Favour 
or  no ;  and  whether  in  thofe  poor  Requefts ,  which  I 
may  yet  make  to  his  Majefty  (whofe  true  Servant  I 
ever  was  and  am)  for  the  tempering  of  my  Mifery ,  I 
may  predime  to  ufe  your  Lordfliips  Favour,  and  help, 
as  I  have  done  ;  for  otherwife  it  were  a  kind  of  ftupid- 
n^^s  in  mc,  and  a  great  trouble  alfo  to  your  Lordlhip, 
for  me  not  to  difcern  the  Change ,  for  your  Lordfliip 
to  have  an  Importuner,  inflead  of  a  Friend  and  a  Sui- 
tor.    Though  howfoever,  if  your  Lordllup  fliould  ne- 
ver think  of  me  more ,  yet  in  refped:  ot  your  former 
Favours ,  which  canaot  altogether  be  made  void ,   I 
muft  remain,  ^c. 
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CXL. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 
My  very  good  Lord, 


Hough  I  returned  an  Anfwer  to  your  Lordfliips 

iaft  honourable  and  kind  Letter ,  by  the  fame 

way  by  which  I  received  it  ,•  yet  I  humbly  pray  your 
Lordfhip  to  give  me  leave  to  add  thefe  {t\w  Lines.    My 
Lorcly  As  God  above  is  my  Witnefs ,  that  1  ever  have 
loved  and  honoured  your  Lordfliip,  as  much  I  think 
as  any  Son  o^  Adam  can  love  or  honour  any  thing  that 
is  a  Subjpd:  ,•  and  do  ftill  continue  in  as  hearty  and 
ilrong  wiflies  of  Felicity  ,   to  be  heaped  and  fixed  up- 
on you  as  ever  :  So  yet  I  proteft,  that  at  this  time  ,  as 
low  as  I  am,  1  had  rather  fbjourn  the  reft  of  my  life  in 
a  Colledge  in  Cambridge ,  than  recover  a  good  Fortune 
by  any  other  than  your  felf.     But  now  to  recover  your 
ielfto  me  (if  I  have  you  not  already)  or  to  eafe  your 
Lordfliip  in  any  Bufinefs  of  mine,  wherein  your  Lord- 
ihip  would  not  fb  fully  appear,  or  to  be  made  Partaker 
of  your  Favours ,    in  the  way  that  you  like  befl ;    I 
would  ufe  any  Man  who  were  your  Lord  (hips  Friend. 
Secondly^  If  in  any  thing  of  my  former  Letters,  I  have 
given  your  Lordihip  any  diflaflc  ,  either  by  the  Stile 
of  them,  or  any  particular  Padage  in  them  ,  I  humbly 
pray  your  Lordiliips  benigne  Conftrudion  and  Par- 
don.    I  confefs,  it  is  my  faulty  though  yet  it  be  fbme 
happinefs  to  me  withal ,  that  I  many  times  forget  my 
Adverfuy  :  But  I  fliall  never  forget  to  be,  ^c, 

CXLI 
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CXLI. 

To  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God ,  the 
Lord  Bifliop  of  Wtnchefter  ,  Counfellor  of 
Eftate  to  His  Majelly.    (a) 

My  Lord, 

AMongft  Confolations,  it  is  not  the  leaft  to  repre- 
fent  to  a  Mans  felf,  like  Examples  of  Calamity 
in  others  :    For  Examples  give  a   quicker  Impreflion 
than  Arguments ;    and  befides  ,  they  certifie  us ,  that 
which  the  Scripture  alfo  tendreth  for  Satisfadion,  Tbat  ' 
no  new  thing  is  happened  unto  us.     This  they  do  the  bet- 
ter, by  how  much  the-ExampIes,  are  Hker  in  circum- 
ftance  to  our  own  Cafe  ;  and  more  efpecially,  if  they  fall 
upon  Perfons ,  that  are  greater  and  worthier  than  our 
felves.     For  as  it  favoureth  of  Vanity  ,  to  match  our 
felves  highly  in  our  own  Conceit  ;  Co  on  the  other 
fide,  it  is  a  good  found  Conclufion,  that  if  our  Betters 
have  (uftained  the  like  Events ,  we  have  the  lefs  caufe 
to  be  grieved. 

In  this  kind  of  Confoiation,  I  have  not  been  want- 
ing to  my  felf;  though  as  a  Chriftian  I  have  tafted 
(through  Gods  great  Goodnefs}  of  higher  Remedies. 
Having  therefore,  through  the  variety  of  my  Reading, 
fet  before  me  many  Examples,  both  of  antient,  and  of 
latter  Times  ;   My  thoughts ,  I  confefs  ,  have  chiefly 

(j)  The  following  Letter  ,  to  the  Moft  Learned  Dr.  Ar.inws  ,  Bifhop 
of  IVinchejfer,  was  Written  by  my  Lord  St.  Alb.tn  ,  in  the  Year  i6iz  ,  and 
in  the  nature  of  a  Dedication  ,  prefixed  before  hh  Dul(^m ,  touching 
z  Holy  fi'^ur  y  which  was  not  Printed,  at  leafl;  corrediy,  till  7  years  after, 
by  the  care  of  Dr.  Rxvoley.  But  becaufe  it  has  been  found  amongft:  his 
Lordlhips  Letters  and  other  Books ,  feparateJ  from  that  Treatife ,  and 
chiefly,  becaufe  it  gives  fome  account  of  his  \S^i tings,  and  Beliaviour  after 
his  Retirement,  I  thought  it  very  proper  to  infert  it  in  this  place. 

O  o  z  (laved 
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flayed  upon  three  Particulars,  as  the  mofl:  eminent, 
and  the  molt  refembling.     All  three  Perfons  that  had 
held  chief  place  of  Authority  in  their  Countries  :  All 
three  ruined ,  not  by  War  ,  or  by  any  other  Difafter , 
but  by  Juftice  and  Sentence  ,  as  Delinquents  and  Cri- 
minals :  All  three  famous  Writers  ,•  in  fo  much  as  the 
Remembrance  of  their  Calamity,  is  now  as  to  Pofle- 
rit}^  but  as  a  little  Pidure  of  N/ght-work  ^  remaining 
amongft  the    fair  and  excellent  Taluks  of  their  Ads 
and  Works  :■  And  all  three  Qf  that  were  any  thing  to 
the  matter)  fit  Examples  to  quench  any  Man's  Ambi- 
tion of  rifing  again  ,  for  that  they  were  every  one  of 
them  reflored  with  Great  Glory  ;  but  to  their  further 
'  Ruin  and  Deftrudion,  ending  in  a  violent  Death.  The 
Men  were  Dcmojlhenes  ,   Cicero ,   and  Seneca ;  Perfons 
that  I  durfl  not  claim  Affinity  with  ,  except  the  Simi- 
litudes of  our  Fortunes  had  contraded  it.     When  I 
had  caft  mine  Eyes  upon  thefe  Examples,  I  was  carri- 
ed on  further  to  obferve  how  they  did  bear  their  For- 
tunes, and  principally  how  they  did  employ  their  times, 
being  baniihed  ,.  and  difabled  for  publick  bufmefs  ,  to 
i\\^  end  that  J  might  learn  by  them ,  and  that  they 
might  be  as  well  my  Counfellors,  as  my  Comforters. 
Whereupon  i  happened  to  note  ,  how  diverfly  their 
Fortunes  wrought  upon  them,  cfpecially  in  that  Point 
which  I  did  molt  aim  ,  which  was  the  employing  of 
their  Times  and  Pens.     In  Cicero^  I  faw ,  that  during 
his  Banilhment  C^^hieh  was  almoft  two  Years)  he  was 
xb  foftened  and  dejected  ,  as  he  wrote  nothing  but  a 
few  Vvomaniih  Epijiles.     And  yet ,  in  mine  Opinion, 
he  had  leait  reafon  of  the  three  to  be  diicouraged  j  for 
that,  although  it  was  judged,  and  judged  by  the  high^ 
eit  kind  of  Judgment,  in  lorm  o^  Statute  ox  Law ^  that 
he  (hould  be  baniHied ,  and  his  whole  Eftate  confifca- 
ted  and  fcized,  and  his  Houfes  pulled  down  j  And  that 
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it  (liould  be  highly  penal  for  any  Man  to  propound  his 
Repeal :  Yet  his  cafe,  even  then,  had  no  great  blot  of 
Ignominy,  but  it  was  thought  but  a  Tempefl:  of  Po- 
pularity ,  which  over  threw  him.  Demojlheyies^  con- 
trariwife,  though  his  Cafe  was  foul,  being  condemned 
for  Bribery^  and  not  funple  Bribery,  but  Bribery  in  the 
nature  of  Treafbn  and  Difloyalty  :  Yet,  neverthefs,  he 
took  fo  little  knowledge  of  his  Fortune,  as  during  his 
Banilliment,  he  did  much  bufie  himfelf ,  and  interme- 
dle  with  Matters  of  State ;  and  took  upon  him  to 
counfel  the  State  (]as  if  he  had  been  dill  at  the  Helm^ 
by  Letters,  as  appears  by  fome  Ep/ftles  o^us^  which 
are  extant.  Seneca  indeed  ,  who  was  condemned  for 
many  CorruptioMS  and  Crimes^  and  Baniihed  into  a  fbli- 
tary  Ijland^  kept  a  mean  :  And  though  his  Pen  did  not 
Freeze  ,  yet  he  abflained  from  intruding  into  Matters 
of  Bufinefs  ,•  but  (pent  his  time  in  Writing  Books  of  ex- 
cellent Argument  and  ufe,  for  all  Ages ,  though  he 
might  have  made  better  choice ,  fbmetimes  of  his  De- 
dicxitions. 

Thefe  Examples  confirmed  me  much  in  a  R^fbluti- 
on  (^whereunto  I  was  otherwife  inclined}  to  fpend  my 
time  wholly  in  Writing ,  and  to  put  forth  that  poor 
Talent  or  h2\^ Talent^  or  what  it  is  that  God  hath  gi- 
ven me  ,  not  as  heretofore ,  to  particular  Exchanges ,, 
but  to  Banks  or  Mounts  ot  ^pcYpctuhv  j  which  will  not 
break. 

Therefore  having  not  long  f.nce,  let  forth  a  part  o^ 
my  Inftauration^  which  is  the  Work,  that  in  mine  owrs 
Judgment  QSi  nunquam  fallit  Imago')  I  may  mofl  e- 
fleem;  I  think  to  proceed  in  fome  new  parts  thereof. 
And  although  I  have  received  from  many  Parts  beyond 
the  Seas ,  Teflimonies  touching  that  Work  ,  fuch,  as 
beyond  which  I  could  not  expect  at  the  firfl,  in  fo  ab- 
lirufe  an  Argument,-    yet,  neverthelefs ,    \  have  jufl-. 

Caufe 
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caufe  to  doubt,  that  it  flies  too  high  over  Mens  Heads. 
I  have  a  purpofe  therefore  (^though  I  break  the  order 
of  Time)  to  draw  it  down  to  the  fenfe  by  (bme  Pat- 
tern's of  a  Natural  Story  and  Inquijition.  And  again,  for 
that  my  Book  o'i  Advancement  of  Learnings  may  be  (bme 
Preparative,  or  Key,  for  the  better  opening  of  the  /»- 
fiauration,  becaufe  it  exhibits  a  mixture  of  new  Con- 
ceipts  and  old ;  whereas  the  Inflauration  gives  the  new 
unmixed,  otherwife  than  with  fome  Uttle  Afperfion  of 
the  old,  for  Taftes  fake,  I  have  thought  good  to  pro- 
cure a  Tr anjlat ion  oithzt  Book  into  the  general  Language^ 
not  without  great  and  ample  Additions,  and  enrich- 
ment thereof,*  efpecially  in  the  fecond  Book ,  which 
handleth  the  Partition  of  Sciences ,  in  fiich  fort ,  as  I 
hold  it,  may  ferve  in  lieu  of  the /r/?  Part  of  the  Inftau^ 
ration,  and  acquit  my  promife  in  that  parr. 

Again,  becaufe  I  cannot  altogether  defert  the  Civil 
Perfon  that  I  have  born,-  which  if  I  (liould  forget,  e- 
nough  would  remember.  I  have  alfo  entred  into  a 
Work  touching  Laws,  propounding  a  Charader  of  jF^- 
jlice  in  a  middle  Term,  between  the  Speculative,  and 
Reverend  Difcourfes  oi  Philofophers  ,  and  the  Writings 
o^  Lawyers  ,  which  are  tied  ,  and  Obnoxious  to  their 
particular  Laws.  And  although  it  be  true ,  that  I  had 
a  purpofe  to  make  a  particular  Digejl ,  or  Recompile- 
ment  of  the  Laws  of  mine  own  Nation  ,•  yet  becaufe  it 
is  a  Work  of  afliftance ,  and  that  I  cannot  Mafler  by 
my  own  Forces  and  Pen ,  I  have  laid  it  afide.  Now- 
having  in  the  Work  of  my  Inflauration ,  had  in  Con- 
templation ,  the  general  Good  of  Men  in  their  very 
Being ,  and  the  Dowries  of  Nature ;  and  in  my  Work 
of  Laws,  the  general  good  of  Men  like  wife  in  Society, 
and  the  Dowries  of  Government :  I  thought  in  duty, 
J  owed  fbmewhatto  my  own  Country,  which  I  ever  lo- 
ved ;  infomuch ,  as  although  my  Place  hath  been  far 

above 
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above  my  Defert ,  yet  my  thoughts  and  cares ,  con- 
cerning the  good  thereof,  were  beyond  and  over,  and 
above  my  Place  :  So  now,  being  as  I  am,  no  more  a- 
ble  to  do  my  Country  Service,  it  remained  unto  me  to 
do  it  Honour;  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  in  my 
Work  oF  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  the  VII.  As  for 
my  Ejfaysy  and  fome  other  Particulars  of  that  Nature, 
I  count  them  but  as  the  Recreation  of  my  other  Stu- 
dies ,  and  in  that  fort  I  purpofe  to  continue  them  ; 
though  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  thofe  kind  of  Writings, 
would  with  lefs  pains ,  and  embracement ,  perhaps , 
yield  more  Ludrc  and  Reputation  to  my  Name,  than 
thofe  other  which  I  have  in  hand.  But  I  account  the 
ufe  that  a  Man  fliould  feek  of  the  publifhing  his  own 
Writings  before  his  Death,  to  be  but  an  untimely  x^n- 
ticipation  of  that,  which  is  proper  to  follow  a  Man, 
and  not  to  go  along  with  him. 

But  revolving  with  my  felf ,  my  Writings ,  as  well 
thofe  I  have  publiflied,  as  thofe  which  I  had  in  hand  ; 
methought  they  went  all  into  the  City  ^  and  none  into 
the  Temple;  where,  becaufel  have  found  fo  great Con- 
iblation  ,  I  defire  likewife  to  make  fome  poor  Oblati- 
on.    Therefore,  I  have  chofen  an  Argument,  mix'd 
of  Religious  and  Civil  Confiderations  ,    and  lilcewife 
mix'd  bQtWGGn  Contemplative  and  A^ive  \    For,  Who 
can  tell  whether  there  may  not  be  an  Exoriere  aliqui5> 
Great  Matters  (efpecially  if  they  be  Religious )  have 
many  times,  fmall  Beginnings  ,•  and  the  Platform  may 
draw  on  the  Building.     This  Work ,    becaufe  I  ever  ^  ^^.^  ^^^^ 
was  an  Enemy  to  Flattering  Dedications,  '^  I  have  Dedi-  ift.  Book" 
cated  to  your  Lordfliip,  in  refpedt  of  our  ancient  and  ot  thead^ 
private  Acquaintance ;  and  becaufe  amongd  the  Men  of  ^^^ll\^ 
our  Times,!  hold  you  in  cfpecial  Reverence.  Learning. 

Tour  Lordjhips  loving  Friend, 

Fr.  St,  Alban. 
cxriL 
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CXLII. 

An  offer  to  the  King,  of  a  Vigejl  to  be  made  of 
the  Laws  of  England, 

Mofi  excellent  Sovereign, 

AMongfl  the  Degrees  and  Ads  of  Sovereign  ,  or 
rather  Heroical  Honour  ,*  the  firft  or  fecond  is 
the  Perfon  and  Merit  of  a  Lawgiver.  Princes  that 
govern  well,  zre  Fathers  of  the  People:  But  if  a  Father 
breed  his  Son  well ,  and  allow  him  well  while  he  li- 
veth ,  but  leave  him  nothing  at  his  Death ,  whereby 
both  he ,  and  his  Children  ,  and  his  Childrens  Chil- 
dren may  be  the  better ;  furely  the  Care  and  Piety  of  a 
Father  is  not  in  him  compleat.  So  KingSy  if  they  make 
a  Portion  of  an  Age  happy  by  their  good  Government, 
yet,  if  they  do  not  make  Tejlaments  (as  God  Almigh- 
ty doth  )  whereby  a  Perpetuity  of  Good  may  defcend 
to  their  Country,  they  are  but  Mortal  and  Tranfitory 
Benefadors.  Domitian^  a  few  days  before  he  died, 
Dream'd,  that  a  Golden  Head  did  rife  upon  the  Nape  of 
his  Meek,  which  was  truly  performed  in  the  Golden  Age^ 
that  followed  his  times,  for  five  Succeflions.  But  Kings 
by  giving  their  Subjects  good  Laws,  may,  if  they  will, 
in  their  own  time,  joyn  and  graffe  this  Golden  Head 
upon  their  own  Necks  after  their  Death.  Nay,  they 
may  make  Nebuchadnezzars  Image  of  Monarchy ,  Golden 
from  head  to  foot :  And  if  any  of  the  meaner  fort  of  Po- 
litiques,  that  are  fighted  only  to  fee  the  worft  of 
things,  think  th^t  Laws  are  but  Cobwebs,  and  that 
good  Princes  will  do  well  without  them,  and  bad  will 
not  (land  much  upon  them  ,*  the  Difcourfe  is  neither 
good  nor  wile.     For,  certain  it  is,  that  good  Laws 

are 
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are  fome  Bridle  to  bad  Princes,  and  as  a  very  Wall  a- 
bout  Government.     And  if  Tyrants  ,  fometimes  make 
a  breach  into  them,  yet  they  mollifie  even  Tyranny  it 
(elf,  as  Solons  Laws  did  the  Tyranny  o{ Pififtratus ;  and 
then  commonly,   they  get  up  again,  upon  the  firll:  ad- 
vantage of  better  Times.     Other    means  to  perpetu- 
ate the  Memory  and  Merits  of  Sovereign  Princes  ,  are 
inferiour  to  this.     Buildings  oi  Temples,  Tombs,  Pala- 
ces, Theatres,  and  the  like,  are  honourable  things,  and 
look  big  upon  Pofterity  :   But  Conftantine  the  Great, 
gave  the  Name  well  to  the(e  Works,  when  he  ufed  to 
call  Trajan,  who  was  a  great  Builder,  Parietaria,   Wall- 
Flower  ,  becaufe  his  Name  was  upon  fo  many  Walls  : 
So  if  that  be  the  matter  ,  that  the  King  would  turn 
Wall-Flower,  or  Pellitory  of  the  Wall,  with  Cod  he  may. 
Adrians  Vein  was  better ;  for  his  mind  was  to  wreffle 
a  Fall  with  time,  and  being  a  great  Progreflbr  over  all 
the  Roman  Empire ,  when  ever  he  found  any  decays 
of  Bridges  or  High-ways,  or  Cuts  of  Rivers,  and  Sew- 
ers, or  Walls,  or  Banks,  or  the  like,  he  gave  fubftan- 
tial  Order  for  their  Repair  with  the  better.    He  gave 
alfo  Multitudes  o{ Charters  and  Liberties^  for  the  com- 
fort of  Corporations  ,  and  Companies  in  decay :  So 
that  his  bounty  did  flrive  with  the  Ruins  of  Time.   But 
yet  this,   though  it  were  an  excellent  Difpofition,  went 
but  in  effe(5t  to  the  Cafes  and  Shells  of  a  Common-wealth; 
it  was  nothing  to  Vertue  or  Vice.     A  bad  Man  might 
indiiTcrently  take  the  benefit  and  eafe  of  his  Ways  and 
Bridges,  as  well  as  a  good  ,•  and  bad  People  might  pur- 
chafe  good  Charters.     Surely  the  better  V»  orks  of  per- 
petuity in  Princes  y  are  thofe  that  wajh  the  in  fide  of  the 
Cup.     Such  as  are  Foundations  oiColledges  2.n^  Lee}- 
ures  for  Learning  and  Education  of  Youth  :  Likewife 
Foundations  and  Inftitutionsof  Orders  ^nd  Fraternities, 
for  Noblcnefs ,  Enterprife  ,  and  Obedience ,  and  the 
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like  :  But  yet  thefe  alfo  are  but  like  Plantations  ,  of 
Orchards  and  Gardens  in  plots  and  fpots  of  Ground, 
here  and  there  ;  they  do  not  Till  over  the  whole 
Kingdom,  and  make  it  Fruitful,  as  doth  the  eftablilh- 
ing  of  good  Laws  and  Ordinances  ,  which  makes  a 
whole  Nation  to  be  as  a  well  ordered  College  or  Foun- 
dation. _    .         . 

This  kind  of  Work,  in  the  Memory  of  Times,  is  rare 
enough  to  O.ew  it  excel  lent  ^  and  yet  not  fo  rare,  as 
to  make  it  fufpeded  for  impoiTible  ,  inconvenient,  or 
unfafe.     Mofes ^  that  gave  laws  to  th^  Hehrem ,  be- 
caufe  he  was  the  Scribe  of  God  himfelf ,  is  fitter  to  be 
named  for  Honours  fake ,  to  other  Law-givers  ,  than 
to  be  numbred  or  ranked  amongft  them.     Minos,  Ly^ 
curgus,  and  Solon,  are  Examples  for  Themes  of  Gram- 
mar Scholars.     For  antient  Perfonages  and  Charad- 
ers,  now  a  days,  ufe  to  Wax  Children  again  :  Though 
that  Parable  of  Tindarus  be  true;  the  heft  thing  is  Water; 
for  common  and  trivial  things,  are  many  times  the  bed, 
and  rather  defpifed  upon  Pride  ,  becaule  they  are  vul- 
gar, than  upon  caufe  or  ufe.     Certain  it  is  ,  That  the 
Laws  of  thofe  three  Law-givers  had  great  Prerogatives; 
xhtfirft  o{'  Fame,  becaufe  they  were  the  Pattern  among 
the  Grecians ',  the  fecond  oUafting^  for  they  continu- 
ed longed  without  alteration  ;  the  third  a  Spirit  of  Re- 
livor,  to  be  often  oppreiled,  and  often  redored. 

Amongd  the  feven  Kings  of  Rome,  four  were  Law- 
givers :  tor  it  is  mod  true,  that  a  Difcourfer  of  Italy^ 
faith  There  was  never  State  fo  wellfwadled  in  the  Infan. 
ry,  as  the  Roman  was,  hy  the  Virtue  of  their  firfl  Kings; 
which  was  a  principal  caufe  of  the  wonderful  Growth 
of  that  State  in  after  times. 

The  Decemvirs  Laws  ,  were  Laws  upon  Laws  ,  not 
the  Original;  for  they  graded  Laws  of  G/"fc/a  upon 
the  Roman  Stock  of  Laws  and  Cudoms  :  But  ^ich  was 

their 
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their  Succefs,  as  the  Twelve  Tables  which  they  compil- 
ed, were  the  main  Body  of  the  Laws ,  which  iramed 
and  weilded  the  great  Body  of  that  Eflate,  Thefe  laded 
a  long  time,  with  fome  Supplemental,  and  the  Preto- 
r'tan  Edids  in  Alho-,  which  were  in  refpe6t  of  Laws,  as 
Writing  Tables  in  refped:  of  Brafs :  The  one  to  be  put 
in  and  out,  as  the  other  is  Permanent.  Lucius  Corne- 
lius Sylla ^  reformed  the  Laws  of  Rome-,  for  that  Man 
had  three  Singularities,  which  never  Tyrant  had  ,  but 
he.  That  he  was  a  Law- giver ;  That  he  took  part  with 
the  Nobility  ;  And  that  heturned  Private- Man,  not 
upon  fear,  but  upon  confidence, 

Cisfar  long  after,  defired  to  imitate  him  only  in  the 
firfl; ;  For  otherwife  he  relied  upon  new  Men,-  and  for 
refigning  his  Power,  Seneca  defcribeth  him  right.  C^- 
far,  gladium  cito  condidity  nunquam  pofuit :  Csefar  foon 
/heathed  his  Sword ,  but  never  put  it  off.  And  himfclf 
took  it  upon  him,  faying,  in  (corn  oi  Syllas  Refignati- 
on  ,  Sylla  nefcivtt  literas ,  di^are  non  potuit :  Sylla 
knew  no  Letters ,  he  could  not  dOlate.  But  for  the  part 
of  a  Law- giver,  C/cfro  giveth  him  the  Attribute,  Cae- 
(ar,  fi  ab  eo  quareretur,  quid  egijfet  in  toga,  leges  fe,  rej- 
pondijfet  y  multas  et  praclaras  tulijfe.  If  you  had  asked 
C*efar  what  he  did  in  the  Gown ,  he  would  have  anfweredy 
that  he  made  many  excellent  Laws.  His  Nephew^  Ati. 
guftus  did  tread  the  fame  (leps,  but  with  deeper  print, 
becaufe  of  his  long  Reign  in  Peace ,  whereof  one  of 
the  Poets  of  his  time,  faith. 

Face  data  terrisy  animum  ad  Civilia  vertit. 
Jura  fuumy  Legefque  tulit  Juftijfmus  Author. 
Teace  given  to  Earth  ,    he  did  convert  his  care 
To  Civil  Rule,  Juft  Laws.  Sandys  Ovid  Metaph.  1.  i^. 
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From  that  time  ,  there  was  (uch  a  Race  of  Wit  and 
Authority  between  the  Commentaries  and  Decifions  of 
the  Lawyers^  and  the  Echtls  of  the  Ewperours ,  as  both 
Laws  and  Lawyers  were  out  of  breath.  Whereupon 
Jujiinian  in  the  end  recompiled  both  ,  and  made  a  Bo. 
dy  of  Laws^  (uch  as  might  be  weilded  ,  which  himfelf 
calleth  gloriouily,  and  yet  not  above  truth  ,•  The  Edi- 
fce  or  Stru^ure  of  a  Sacred  Temple  ofjuftke ;  builu  indeed 
out  of  the  former  Ruins  of  Books,  as  Materials,  and 
fome  Novel  Conjiitutions  of  his  own. 

In  Athens  they  had  fex  viri,  as  j^fchines  obferveth, 
which  were  ftandingCommiffioners,  who  did  watch  to 
difcern  what  Laws  were  unproper  for  the  Times  ^  and 
what  new  Law  did,  in  any  branch  crofs  a  former  Law, 
and  fo  ex  officio,  propounded  their  Repeal. 

King  Edgar  Colieded  the  Laws  of  this  Kingdom , 
and  gave  them  the  flrength  of  a  Faggot  bound,  which 
formerly  were  difpeifed,-  which  was  more  glory  to 
him,  than  his  Sailing  about  this  Ifland  with  a  Potent 
Fleet  ,*  for  that  was  as  the  Scripture  faith  ,  via  navis  in 
wari^  the  way  of  a  Ship  in  the  Sea  ,  it  vaniflied ,  but 
this  lafleth. 

Alphonfo  the  Wife  (the  Ninth  of  that  Name}  King 
of  Caftile,  compiled  the  Digefl  of  the  Laws  of  Spain ^  In- 
tituled the  Siete  Partidas  ,  an  excellent  Work  which  he 
•  finiilied  in  Seven  Years.  And  as  Tacitus  notcth  well. 
That  the  C^/>//<?/,  though  built  in  the  beginnings  of 
Rome  ,  yet  was  fit  for  the  great  Monarchy  that  came 
after;  fo  that  building  of  Laws  fufficeth  the  greatnefs 
of  the  Empire  oiSpain^  which  fmce  hath  enfued. 

Lewis  the  Eleventh  had  in  his  Mind  (though  he 
performed  it  not}  to  have  made  one  conflant  Law  of 
France,  extrad:ed  out  of  the  Civil  Roman  Law,  and  the 
Cuftoms  of  Provinces^  which  are  various,  and  the  Kings 
Edi^Sj  which  with  the  French  are  Statutes,     Surely  he 

might 
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might  have  done  well,  if  like,  as  he  brought  the  Qroxon 
(as  he  (aid  himfelF^  hon  de  Page;  Co  he  had  brought 
the  People  from  Lacquaj ;  Not  to  run  up  and  down  ior 
t\\Q\r  Laws,  to  the  Civil  Law,  and  the  Ordinances  and 
the  Cuftoms,  and  the  Difcretions  of  Courts,  and  Difl 
courfcs  of  Philofophers,  as  they  ufe  to  do. 

King  Henry  the  Eighth, in  the  xyth  year  of  his  Reign 
was  Authorized  by  Parliament  to  Nominate  Thirty 
two  Commidloners,  part  Ecclefiaftical,  and  part  Tem- 
poral, to  purge  the  Canon  Law^  and  to  make  it  agree- 
able to  the  Law  of  God,  and  the  Law  of  the  Land,  but 
it  took  not  effed  :  for  the  Adts  of  that  King  were  com- 
monly rather  Proffers  and  Fames,  than  either  well 
grounded,  or  well  purfued.  But  I  doubt  I  err  in  pro- 
ducing Co  many  Examples  :  For  as  Cicero  faid  to  Ccefar, 
Co  may  I  fay  to  your  Majefty,  Nilvidgare^  te  digmm 
videri  pojftt :  Though  indeed,  this  well  underftood,  is 
far  from  vulgar  •  for  that  the  Laws  of  the  mod  King- 
doms and  States  have  been  like  Buildings  of  many 
pieces,  and  patched  up  from  time  to  time,  according 
to  Occafions,  without  Frame  or  Model. 

Now  for  the  Laws  of  England,  (if  I  fhall  fpeak  my 
Opinion  of  them,  without  Partiality,  either  to  my 
Profeflion  or  Country)  for  the  matter  and  nature  of 
them,  I  hold  them  wife,  juft,  and  moderate  Laws ; 
They  give  to  God,  they  give  to  Cafar,  they  give  to 
the  Suhjel^  what  appertaineth.  It  is  true,  they  are 
mixt  as  our  Language,  compounded  of  Britijh,  Roman, 
Saxon,  Danijh,  Norman  Cuffoms.  And  furely  as  our 
Language  is  thereby  Co  much  the  richer;  fo  our  Laws 
are  likewife,  by  that  mixture,  the  more  complcat. 
Neither  doth  this  attribute  lefs  to  them  than  thofe  that 
would  have  them  to  have  flood  out  the  fame  in  all  mu- 
tations. For  no  Tree  is  fo  good  firfl  fct,  as  by  TranT 
planting  and  Grafting.     I   remember  what  happened 

to. 


2p4-  Letters  and  Memoir es 

to  CaliflhefieSyth2Lt  followed  Alexander's  Court,  and  was 
grown  into  fome  difpleafure  with  him,  becaufe  he  could 
not  well  brook  the  Ferftan  Adoration.  At  a  Supper 
C which  with  the  Grecians  was  a  great  part  Talk)  he  was 
defired,  (the  King  being  prefent)  becaufe  he  was  an 
Eloquent  Man,  to  fpeak  of  (bme  Theme,  which  he 
did,  and  chofe  for  his  Theme  the  praife  of  the  Mace^ 
donian  Nation :  Which  though  it  were  but  a  filling 
thing,  to  praife  Men  to  their  Faces,  yet  he  performed 
it  with  fuch  advantage  of  truth,  and  avoidance  of  Flat- 
tery, and  with  fuch  life,  as  was  applauded  by  the  Hear- 
ers. The  King  was  the  left  pleafed  with  it,  not  loving 
the  Man,  and  by  way  of  difcountenance  faid,  //  was 
eafie  to  be  a  good  Orator  in  a  pleafing  Theme  :  But  faith 
he  to  him,  f urn  your  flite^  and  tell  us  now  of  our  Faults^ 
that  we  may  have  the  profit^  and  not  you  the  praife  only  : 
Which  he  prefently  did,  with  fuch  quicknefs  ,  that 
Alexander  faid,  That  Malice  made  him  Eloquent  then^  as 
the  Theme  had  done  before.  I  (hall  not  fall  into  either 
of  thefe  Extremes,  in  this  Subjed;  of  the  Laws  o{  Eng- 
land. I  have  commended  them  before  for  the  Matter  ; 
but  furely  they  ask  much  Amendment  for  the  Form ; 
which  to  reduce  and  perfed,  I  hold  to  be  one  of  the 
greateft  Dowries  that  can  be  confer'd  upon  this  King- 
dom. Which  work  for  the  Excellency,  as  it  is  worth 
your  Majefty's  Ad  and  Times,  fo  it  hath  fome  circum- 
flance  of  Propriety  agreeable  to  your  Perfon.  God  hath 
blefledyour  Majelty  with  Pofterity:  And  J  am  not  of 
Opinion,  that  Kings  that  are  barren,  are  fittefl  to  fup- 
ply  perpetuity  of  Generations  by  perpetuity  of  Noble 
Ads ;  But  contrariwife,  that  they  that  leave  Poflerity, 
are  the  more  interefled  in  the  care  of  future  times,-  that 
as  well  their  Progeny  as  their  People  may  participate 
of  their  merit. 

Your 
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Your  Majefty   Is  a  great  Mafler  in  Juflice,    and 
Judicature  ,•     and   it    were   pity ,   the    fruit    of   that 
your  vertue  Ihould  not  be  Tranfinitted  to  the  Ages 
to  come.  Your  Majefly  alfo  reignethin  Learned  Times, 
the  more,  no  doubt,  in  regard  of  your  own  perfed:ion 
in  Learning,  and  your  Patronage  thereof.  And  it  hath 
been  the  miftiap  of  Works  of  this  nature,  that  the  lefs 
Learned  time  hath  fometimes  wrought  upon  the  more 
Learned,  which  now  will  not  be  fo.    As  for  my  feJf, 
the  Law  was  my  Profejfion^  to  which  I  am  a  Debtor  ; 
Some  little  helps  I  have  of  other  Arts,  which  may  give 
Form  to  Matter  ;  and  I  have  now  (by  Gods  merciful 
Chaftifement^  and  by  his  fpecial  Providence}  time  and 
leifure  to  put  my  Talent  or  half-Talenr,  or  what  it  is, 
to  fuch  Exchanges  as  may  perhaps  exceed  the  Interefi: 
of  an  adive  life.     Therefore  as  in   the  beginning  of 
my  Trouhles^  I  made  offer  to  your  Majefly  to  take 
pains  in  the  Story  of  England^  and  in  compiling  a  Me- 
thod and  Digefl  of  your  Laws ;  fo  have  I  performed  the 
firft  (which  refled  but  upon  my  felf)  in  fbme  part.  And 
1  do  in  all  humblenefs  renew  the  Offer  of  this  Latter 
(which  will  require  help  and  affiflance}  to  your  Maje- 
fty, if  it  (hall  (land  with  your  good  pleafure  to  implo}ft 
my  Service  therein. 
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The  three  following  Letters  were  feverally  written 
by  the  Lord  St.Alhans^  in  a  Blank  Page  of  his  Advance- 
ment of  Learnings  upon  prefenting  the  fame  to  each 
Univerfity,  and  to  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge. 

Francifcus  Baro  de  F^erulamio,  Vice-Comes  St.  Alhaniy 
AlmsE  Matri  Inclitse  Academise  Cantabrigienft  S. 

DEhita  Filii  qualia  pojfum  perfolvo ;  Qjiod  verb  faciOy 
idem  &  vos  hortor,  ut  Augmentis  Scientiarum 
firenue  incumbatis  ;  ^  in  animi  Mo  deft  ia  Libert  at  em  Inge- 
nit  retineatis  :  Neque  Talentum  a  veteribus  Concreditum^ 
in  Sudario  reponatis.  Affuerit  proculdubio^  ^  afulferit 
Divini  Luminu  Gratia/i  humiliata  ^  fubmijfd  Religionis 
Philolbphia,  Clavibus  fensHS  legttim\  ^  dextre  utamini  ; 
^  amoto  omni  Contradi^ionis  ftudio,  Qjiifque  cum  alio,  ac 
jt  ipfe  fecum^difputet.     Valete. 

CXLIV. 

Indite  Academic^  Oxonienfi  S. 

N  UM  AlmcB  Matri  mecB  inclitce  Academic  Canta- 
brigienfi  Scripferim,  deeffem  fane  Officio  ft  ftmile 
Amoris  Fignm  forori  ejus  non  defer  rem.  Sicut  autem  eos 
hortatusfum,  it  a  &  vos  Hart  or,  ut  Scientiarum  Aug- 
mentis ftrenue  incumbatis ;  &  Veterum  Labores  neque  ni- 
hil, neque  omnia  effe  putetis,  fed  vires  etiam  proprias  mo- 
defte  perpendentes,  fubinde  tamen  exper/amini:  Omnia  ce- 
dent quam  optir/ie  ,  Si  Arma  non  alii  in  alios  vertatis,  fed 
jundis  Copiis  in  Naturam  rerum  imprefionem  faciatis,  fujffi- 
cit  quippe  ilia  Honor!  &  Vidonse.     Valete. 

The  fatisfadtion  the  lliih'crfity  o^  Oxford,  tefliiicd  upon  this  Occafion,3p- 
pears  in  their  Letter  dated  from  their  Convocation-Houfe,  io  Pecemb.iei^y 
and  Printed  in  my  Lord  Bucoiis  Remains,  pag.  204. 
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CXLV. 

Tercelehri  Colkgio  SanH:,^  <jp  LidiViduit   Trinicatis 
in  Canrabrigia  5. 

R£  S  omnes  earumque  Progrejfus  Initiisfuis  dehentur. 
Itaque  cum  Initia  Scientiarum^  e  fontihus  vejiris 
haujerim^  Incrementa  ipfarum  vohis  rependenda  exiflimavi, 
Spero  it'tdem  fore,  ut  ha:c  noftra  apudvoSy  tanquam  infoU 
ffativOy  felicius  fuccrefcant.  Quamobrem  ^  vos  hortor,  ut 
Saha  Animi  Mo  deft  i^,  ^  erga  veteres,  reverential  ipji 
quoijue  Augmcntis  Scientiarum,  nort  defitis  :  verhm  ut 
pofl  Volumina  Sacra  Verbi  Dei  <0  Scripturarum,  fecundo 
/^co  Volumen  illud  magnum  Operum  Dei  &  Creaturarum^ 
Jirenue  ^  pne  omnibus  Libris,  (qui  pro  Commentariis  tan- 
turn  Imberi  debent)  evolvatis.     Valete. 

CXLVI. 
To  the  KING. 


Moft  Gracious  and  Dread  Sovereign^ 

BEfore  I  make  my  Petition  to  your  Majefty,  I  make 
my  Prayers  to  God  above,  *  Pe5iore  ab  imo,  that  *  From 
if  I  have  held  any  thing  fo  dear,  as  your  Majedy's  Ser-  the  bot- 
vice ;  nay,  your  Heart's  eafe,  and  your  Honour's,  I  m7K°cart- 
may  be  repulfed  with  a  denial.     But  if  that  hath  been 
the  Principal  with  me,  that  God,  who  knoweth  my 
heart,  would  move  your  Majefty's  Royal  heart  to  take 
compaflion  of  me  and  to  grant  my  defire. 

I  proflrate  my  felf  at  your  Majefly's  Feet ;  I,  your 
Ancient  Servant,  now  Sixty  four  years  old  in  Age,  and 
three  Tears  five  Months  old  in  Mifery.    I  defire  not  from 
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your  Majeily,Means,  nor  Place,  nor  Imployment,  but 
only  after  fo  long  a  time  of  Expiation,  a  compleat  and 
total  remiflion  of  the  Sentence  of  the  Upper  Houfe^  to 
the  end  that  blot  of  Ignominy  may  be  removed  fi-om 
me,  and  from  my  Memory  with  Poflerity ;  that  I  die 
^  not  a  condemned  Man,  but  may  be  to  your  Majefty, 

Creature.  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^  Qo^^  *  Nova  Creatura,  Your  Majefty  hath 
Pardoned  the  like  to  Sir  John  Bennet,  between  whofe 
Cafe  and  mine,  (not  being  Partial  to  my  felf,but  fpeak- 
ing  out  of  the  General  Opinion}  there  was  as  much 
difference,  I  will  not  fay  as  between  Black  and  White, 
but  as  between  Black  and  Grey,  or  A(h-coloured  (^3  f 
Look  therefore  down,  Dear  Sovereign^  upon  me  alfo  in 
pity.  I  know  your  Majelly's  Heart  is  infcrutable  for 
Goodnefs  ,•  and  my  Lord  of  Buckingham  was  wont  to 
tell  me,  you  were  the  befl  Natured  Man  in  the  World; 
and  it's  God's  property,  that  thofe  he  hath  loved,  he  lo- 
veth  to  the  end.  Let  your  Majefty's  Grace,  in  this  my 
defire,  ilream  down  upon  me,  and  let  it  be  out  of  the 
Fountain  and  Spring-head,  and  ex  mero  Motu,  that  li- 
ving or  dying,  the  Print  of  the  Goodnels  of  King 
fames  may  be  in  my  heart,  and  his  Praifes  in  my  month. 
This  my  mofl  humble  requeft  granted,  may  make  me 
live  a  year  cr  two  happily  ,•  and  denied,  will  kill  me 
quxkly.  But  yet  the  laft  thing  that  will  die  in  me,  will 
be  the  heart  and  affedion  of 

fuiy  30.  1614.  Tour  Majeftys  moft  humble,  and 

true  devoted  Servant, 

Fr.  St.  Alban.. 

{a)  Sir  "^ohn  Bennet  Judge  of  the  Prerogative  Court,  was  in  the  year 
j?6ii  accuied,  convidtcd,  and  cenfured  in  Parliament,  tor  taking  of  Bribes, 
and  committing  leveral  iMifdemeano^  relating  to  his  Office. 

CXLVIL 


Of  Sir  Francis  Bacon.        zpp 
CXLVff. 

A  Monfieur  D  Effiar.     (^0 

Monfieur  rAmbafiadcur  mon  Fils. 

VOyant  que  vofire  Excellence  fait  &  trait  e  Marriagns^ 
nonfeuleMent  entre  les  Princes  d'  Anglecerre  ^  /e 
France,  mais  auft  entre  les  Langues,  puifque  vous  faites 
traduire  mon  Livre  de  rAdvancemcnt  des  Sciences  ett 
Francois,  fay  hien  voulu  vous  envoy  er  mon  Livre  derniere- 
ment  imprimee^  que  favois  pourveu  pour  vous  ;  mais  J'e/lois 
en  doubte^  de  le  vous  envoyer^  pour  ce  que  il  efl  ejcrit  en 
Anglois.  Mais  a  cefi'heure  pour  la  raifon  fufdite^  je  le  vous 
envoye.  Ceft  un  Recompilement  de  mes  Eilayes  Morales 
&  Civiles  ;  mais  tellement  enlargies  (0  enrichies,  tant  de 
Nomlre  (0  de  Poix,  Que  ceft  de  fait  un  Oeuvre  Nouveau. 
Je  vous  haife  les  mainsy  &  refte 

Voftre  tres  Affe^ionee  Ami  ^ 
t res- humble  Serviteur^ 

Fr.  Sr.  Klhin. 

(a)  To  what  hath  been  already  faid  of  Monfieur  D'Effiat,  I  (hall  onely 
add,that  he  was  made  Mirefchil  of  Frxnce  in  f<^3i,  and  died  the  year  after, 
as  he  was  going  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  an  Army  upon  the 
Frontier  o{Lorrain.  Having  the  following  Eloge  given  him  by  Du  Pleix  in 
his  Hiftory  of  Louk  the  Thirteenth.  "  In  lofing  him,  the  King  loft  a  moft 
"  faithful  Servant,  who  in  a  little  time  had  acquired,  a  great  Reputation 
"  in  Arms,  by  his  Courage  5  In  Council,  by  his  Judgment  ;  In  Embaify's^ 
"  by  his  Addrefs  5  In  the  Sur-Intendance  of  the  Finances,  by  his  Vigilance, 
"  Prudence,  and  good  Conduit. 
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CXLVIII. 
To  the  Queen  of  Bohemia,  (a) 

It  maypleafe  Tour  Majefly , 

Have  received  your  Majefties  Gracious  Letter,  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Moreton,  who  is  now  a  Saint  in  Hea- 
ven.    It  was  at  a  time,  when  the  great  Defolation  of 
the  Plague  was  in  the  City  j  and  when  my  felf  was  ill 
of  a  dangerous  and  tedious  Sicknefs.     The  firft:  time 
that  I  found  any  degree  of  Health,  nothing  came  foon- 
er  to  my  mind ,  than  to  acknowledge  your  Majefties 
great  Favour ,  by  my  moft  humble  thanks  :    And  be- 
caufe  I  fee  your  Majefty  taketh  delight  in  my  Writings^ 
(and  to  (ay  the  truth  ,  they  are  the  beft  Fruits  I  now 
yield.)     I  prefume  to  fend  your  Majefty  a  little  DiC 
*  Printed    ^ourfe  of  mine,  touching  a  War  with  Spain  *  which  I 
his  L(frd-    Writ  about  two  Years  fince  ,•  which  the  King  your  Bro^ 
ihips  Mif-  iher  liked  well.     It  is  Written  without  Bitternes ,  or 
Works  in  Invcdtive,  as  Kings  Affairs  ought  to  be  carried ;  but  if 
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((?)  The  Princels  Eliyihetk^  Eldeft  Daughter  of  King  ^ames,  was  Marri- 
ee!  to  Frederic  the  Vth,  Eledtor  Palatine ,  who  by  accepting  the  CroMn  of 
Bohemia^  was  foon  deprived,  both  of  that ,  and  his  ancient  Principality. 
Under  all  her  Affli<5lions,llie  had  the  happinefs  of  being  Mother  ctfmanyfine 
Children  (of  which  the  Princels  Sophia,Dutche\s  Dowager  of  Hanover  is  the 
Survivor3)and  at  length  of  feeing  hcrSon  reflored  to  thtPalatinate^and  her 
Nephew  to  his  J^ijigdoms.  To  her,whohad  been  forauch  injur'd  by  Spain^My 
Lord  St.  Jlban  preients  his  Difcourfe,  touching  a  0^ar  with  Spain^  in  ac- 
inowledgment  of  the  Favour  of  her  Majelties  Letter  ,  fent  by  her  Secreta- 
ry Sir  Albertus  Mwetm  5  in  which  quality  he  had  ferv'd  his  Uncle  Sir  Hen- 
ry JVotton,  in  fome  of  his  Ambaffys  :  And~  as  he  was  tenderly  beloved  by 
him  in  his  Life,  and  much  lamented  in  his  Death  ;  fo  Sir  Harry  profeiTed 
DO  lefs  admiration  of  this  Qiieen ,  and  the  fplendor  of  her  Fertues  under 
the  darknefs  of  her  Fmunes. 
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I  be  not  deceived  ,  it  hath  edge  enough.  I  have  yet 
fome  Spirits  left,  and  Remnant  of  Experience,  which 
I  confecrate  to  the  King  s  Service,  and  your  Majefly's; 
for  whom  I  pour  out  my  daily  Prayers  to  God ,  that 
he  would  give  your  Majefty  a  Fortune  worthy  your  rare 
Vertues  ;  which  fome  good  Spirit  tells  me,  will  be  in 
the  end.  I  do  in  all  Reverence  ki(s  your  Majefties 
Hands,  ever  relling 

Tour  Majeflies  moji  humhle 
and  devoted  Servant^ 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 

CXLIX. 

To  the  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey. 

My  very  good  Lor d\ 

IWas  likely  to  have  had  the  Fortune  o^Cajus  TliniuSy 
the  Elder,who  loll  his  life  by  trying  an  Experiment, 
about  the  burning  of  the  Mountain  P'efuvius.  For  I 
was  alfo  defirous  to  try  an  Experiment  or  two,  touch- 
ing the  Conlervation,  and  Induration  of  Bodies.  As 
for  the  Experiment  it  (elf,  it  fucceeded  excellently 
well ;  but  in  the  Journey  (between  London  and  High- 
gate')  I  was  taken  with  (uch  a  fit  of  Cafling,  as  I  knew 
not  whether  it  were  the  Stone  ,  or  feme  Surfeit ,  pr 
Cold,  or  indeed  a  touch  of  them  all  three.  But  wfien 
I  came  to  your  Lordfhips  Houfe ,  I  was  not  able  to 
go  back ,  and  therefore  was  forced  to  take  up  my 
Lodging  l:tere,  where  your  Houfe-keeper  is  very  care- 
ful and  diligent  about  me,*    which  I  aHure  my  felf, 

your 
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your  Lorddiip  will  not  only  pardon  towards  him  ,  but 
think  the  better  of  him  for  it.  For  indeed  your  Lord- 
Ihips  houfe  was  happy  to  me;  and  I  kifs  your  Noble 
Hands,  for  the  welcome,  which  I  am  fure  you  give  me 
to  it,  (^c, 

I  know  how  unfit  it  is  for  me  to  write  to  your  Lord- 
fliip,  with  any  other  hand  than  my  own ;  but  by  my 
troth ,  my  Fingers  are  fo  disjoynted  with  this  fit  of 
Sicknefs,  that  1  cannot  fteadily  hold  a  Pen. 
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